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National Community College Month 

 
During the month of April, Catch The Next demonstrates its unwavering commitment to supporting all partnered 

colleges on National Community Colleges Day, reaffirming its dedication to empowering students and fostering 

academic success. Through its ASCENDER program, Catch The Next has consistently made a profound impact 

on the lives of students across various campuses. By providing comprehensive support services, mentorship 

opportunities, and academic resources, ASCENDER goes beyond traditional educational models to address the 

diverse needs of students, particularly those from underserved backgrounds. From personalized academic 

advising to leadership development workshops, ASCENDER equips students, staff, and professors with the tools 

and confidence they need to excel academically and pursue their dreams. Moreover, Catch The Next's 

collaborative efforts with partnered colleges during National Community Colleges Day serve as a testament to its 

commitment to promoting equity, access, and inclusivity within higher education. By fostering a culture of 

support and empowerment, Catch The Next continues to transform the lives of countless students, paving the way 

for a brighter and more equitable future. 
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CTN Features 
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PEER MENTOR ?  

https://www.catchthenext.org/our-programs/professional-mentoring-network/
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Thank you to all the  

CTN Lead the Change Sponsors 
who make it possible for students to transform their lives.  

With your generous donations during our gala totaling $8,225, CTN will be 

able to provide paid internships to our Ascender students.  
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STC ASCENDER Girls Discovering Math Club 

Organization Fundraising for Yaqui Animal Rescue 

 
Submitted by Naidelyn Ramos, STC Club Member 

RIO GRANDE CITY, TEXAS - On Friday, April 6, 2024, the Girls Discovering Math Club dropped off their 

first donations to the Yaqui Animal Rescue in Sullivan City, Texas. 

The Club was first formed in Spring of 2023 to support and inspire minority womenôs interest in the STEM fields 

by promoting STEM associate degrees, creating a community where students can socialize, share interests, and 

support each other to meet their educational goals. 

At the start of the Spring 2024 semester the club, with the sponsorship of Catch the Next ASCENDER and under 

the guidance of Advisors Rosa Gutierrez and Lazaro Garcia Costilla, decided to start fundraising efforts in support 

of the Yaqui Animal Rescue. The Rescue has a complex and long history, but it wasnôt until 2004 when Sonia 

Venecia repurchased her familyôs old ranch to make it into a rescue, that the organization started taking shape to 

what it is today. 

Nine years later, in 2013 through hard work and an extraordinary amount of passion for animals the Yaqui Animal 

Rescue officially became a registered no-kill/ non-profit organization with a rescue team that has saved thousands 

of strays (Yaqui Animal Rescue, 2024). With knowledge of what the rescue stands for the Girls Discovering Math 

Club found it the best fit for them to turn their fundraising efforts towards. 

College News 

https://www.southtexascollege.edu/ascender/
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On February 1st the Club had started collecting various donations from pet bowls, dog and cat food, kitty litter, 

puppy pads, bleach, Dawn dish soap, detergent, cleaning supplies etc. to drop off at the end of March 31st. Then 

on April 6, after collecting all the supplies that were donated The club set out to Sullivan City to make the drop 

off and learn a bit more about the Animal Rescue by touring the grounds and most importantly meeting all the 

pet beneficiaries. 

 

One of the first stops the club made was at the Cat Barn, which currently houses 60 cats. In addition to the cat 

barn there was also a separate quarantined unit for the cats who were ill and had leukemia and other afflictions, 

which require extra attention. Afterwards the group was shown the Rescue pigs. There were around 10 pigs give 

or take that had been rescued from slaughter or given up by local farmers. The rescue Dogs were up next with the 

Rescue having over 60 dogs of various ages. Some of whom had been there for over 13 years. In addition to the 

dog sanctuary there was also a separate air conditioned unit for more elderly dogs to get some peace and enjoy 

their later days. The following stop for the Club was visiting the equines on the property. Their were three adult 

horses, one mule, and a pony. The final animal the Club visited was the literal black sheep of the bunch Tomasa. 

Being able to experience how much effort and work goes into helping save and help animals was a rewarding 

experience for the Girls Discovering Math Club and they canôt wait to help out again. The Club will continue 

spreading the word and supporting the Yaqui Animal Rescue with the intent to continue facilitating and 

maintaining a good relationship with the organization. In addition, to supporting the Rescue The Club also wishes 

to set their sights on other ways to help and set their mark on the community. 
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If anyone wishes to volunteer or donate to the Shelter please visit: https://yaquianimalrescue.com/ for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://yaquianimalrescue.com/
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PAC ASCENDER Club Celebrates at PACfest 

 
Submitted by Dakota Rodriguez, PAC, Intern 

  

The PAC ASCENDER club celebrated Fiesta, a large celebration in San Antonio, at PACfest on campus on April 

25.  The club sold waters and sodas as a fundraiser. Club President, Logan Martinez, won PACfest king and club 

member Kayla Muzquiz won PACfest duchess. 

 

PACfest at Palo Alto College is an official Fiesta® San Antonio event, the largest south of Highway 90, held 

the Thursday before Fiestaôs Battle of Flowers Parade. This family-friendly event features a main stage with 

artistic and musical performers throughout the day, food booths, childrenôs activities, Social Media Alley, and 

more. (https://www.alamo.edu/pac/experience-pac/campus-life/arts-and-culture/pacfest/) Entertainers this year 

included Grupo Control and Bobby Pulido. 

 

In Search for a Math Professor 

 

https://www.alamo.edu/pac/experience-pac/campus-life/arts-and-culture/pacfest/
https://www.alamo.edu/sac/experience-sac/current-students/student-resources/ascender/
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Pathwayôs Panel 

 
 

At a recent Pathway's panel hosted by Austin Community College, three esteemed Ascender alumni, Tori 

Cortinas, a proud graduate of the University of Texas (UT), Jose Arce, currently excelling as a transfer student at 

UT, and Diana, who achieved her academic aspirations at Texas State University (TXST), came together to 

recount their transformative transfer journeys. Each alumni shared poignant accounts of their experiences, 

emphasizing the instrumental role that Ascender played in facilitating their successful transitions. Tori eloquently 

spoke of Ascender's unwavering support and guidance, which propelled her towards her UT degree. Jose 

highlighted the invaluable resources and mentorship he received from Ascender, which eased his transition into 

UT. Diana fondly reminisced about the holistic support system at Ascender that empowered her to thrive at TXST. 

Collectively, their narratives showcased the profound impact of Ascender in empowering students to realize their 

dreams of transferring to esteemed institutions. 

 

Jose Arce: "Sharing my experience transferring with faculty, staff, and administrators lets me know that there are 

people who want to support students in their transfer journey. It made me happy to meet with different people 

and share my transfer story with them. More importantly, it's heartwarming knowing that there are people 

interested in our perspectives as students, and lets me know that there is help for everyone.ò 

 

 

 

https://students.austincc.edu/ascender/
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Dallas College ï Girls Discovering Math Club 1st Club 

Meeting Coming Soon 

 

Girls Discovering Math Club Meet & Greet at Dallas College - North Lake Campus 

Submitted by Dr. Teresita Ramirez-Rosas, Dallas College - North Lake Mathematics Faculty 

 

The Dallas College - North Lake Campus Girls Discovering Math Club had its first Meet & Greet meeting on 

April 2, 2024. This is the first Girls Discovering Math Club at Dallas College led by Dr. Teresita Ramirez-Rosas, 

Mathematics Professor at North Lake College. 

  

The mission of the club is to support and inspire minority womenôs interest in the STEM fields by promoting 

STEM Associate degrees, creating a community where students can socialize, share interests, and support each 

other to meet their education goals. 

  

In the first meeting, there was 10 students, 3 professors, and one staff member from TRIO services at Dallas 

College who gave a presentation to the students.  The club currently has 14 members registered. 

 

 

https://www.dallascollege.edu/resources/pages/ascender.aspx
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During the first meeting, the club participants got to know each other and shared ideas for the next meeting 

activities. Students were enthusiastic about being part of the club and being able to get math help from a place 

where they feel comfortable asking math questions and helping their peers. 

  

The club will be having their second meeting on the last week of April to determine the activities for the next 

academic year, fill out leadership positions, and have a Final Exam Preparation Day.  

  

Girls Discovering Math Club participants had a first meeting full of positivity, engagement, and creating a 

community centered around mathematics. 
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2024 Tax Deductible Gift 

https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/1217887
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OVERVIEW/How STC Helps 

The Valley Promise is a South Texas College last-dollar initiative to provide students an affordable education 

toward an associate degree. With the help of STC supporters and community partners, this program will scale up 

over five years and eventually provide all Rio Grande Valley students with a free education. 

 

STC and its statewide and local partners understand that a well-educated workforce is key to the Valleyôs future 

prosperity. All are committed to ending poverty, strengthening the economy and meeting the workforce demands 

of the region by helping more studentôs complete college and get the career skills needed to hold high-paying, 

high-demand jobs. 

 

 

On April 3, 2024, the atmosphere at South Texas College Starr County Campus was charged with inspiration and 

motivation as the Girls Discovering Math Club welcomed a very special guest: Dr. Cervantes. Dr. Cervantes's 

story left the attendees starstruck, captivated by her journey and the challenges she overcame to achieve her 

dreams. Her willingness to share her experiences with vulnerability and authenticity resonated deeply with 

everyone present, leaving a lasting impression on each participant. Dr. Cervantes's story served as a powerful 

reminder of the importance of perseverance, resilience, and determination in the pursuit of one's career 

aspirations. As the meeting concluded, attendees left feeling empowered and energized, ready to embark on their 

own paths with renewed enthusiasm. The Girls Discovering Math program extends its heartfelt gratitude to Dr. 

Cervantes for her willingness to share her story and inspire the next generation of mathematicians and 

professionals. 

Ascender News 
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The ASCENDERs at Palo Alto College continue to shine brightly, exemplifying the essence of camaraderie and 

support within their tight-knit community. On April 8, their treasurer, Melanie Trujillo, showcased her talents and 

dedication at the "Beauty Industry Social Event," where she collaborated with fellow CTN member, Alisha, to 

craft a stunning hairstyle that captured the essence of creativity and collaboration. Their seamless teamwork not 

only demonstrated their individual skills but also highlighted the power of collective effort in achieving shared 

goals. Witnessing students uplift and empower one another in pursuit of their passions is truly heartwarming and 

reaffirms the inclusive and supportive ethos that defines the ASCENDERs. A resounding chorus of appreciation 

and admiration echoes throughout the campus as Melanie is celebrated for her unwavering commitment and 

remarkable talent. Her presence and contributions serve as an inspiration to all, embodying the spirit of unity and 

excellence that permeates through the ASCENDERs community. Melanie, your dedication and enthusiasm uplift 

us all, and we are profoundly grateful for your continued efforts in making Palo Alto College a place where every 

student feels valued and supported. 
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A momentous occasion at Palo Alto College as the ASCENDERs, a group of dedicated student leaders, were 

honored for their tireless efforts throughout the academic year. Amidst a flurry of excitement and pride, CTN 

students, the backbone of this vibrant community, took center stage to receive their well-deserved awards.  

Their achievements not only reflected their individual dedication but also underscored the collective spirit of 

excellence that thrives within the college's corridors. As the ceremony unfolded, CTN advisors radiated with 

pride, witnessing the culmination of their students' hard work and commitment. Among the shining stars of the 

event was Angelica Juarez, whose exceptional leadership illuminated the path for others to follow.  

Her unwavering dedication, coupled with her passion for fostering a supportive and inclusive environment, 

exemplifies the very essence of the ASCENDERs. With each accolade bestowed upon these remarkable 

individuals, the entire campus community resonated with a sense of admiration and appreciation for their 
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contributions. Indeed, the ASCENDERs at Palo Alto College serve as beacons of inspiration, reminding us all of 

the transformative power of perseverance, leadership, and camaraderie within the realm of higher education. 

 

 

"WHAT IS ACC FREE TUITION? 

The ACC Free Tuition pilot program eliminates the cost of tuition and general fees at Austin Community College. 

 

It starts with the class of 2024 and will continue over the next five years for future classes of high school graduates 

and GED® completers who live in the ACC service area. Removing the up-front costs of college means you can 

feel comfortable about investing in your future and go to school full-time, reaching your full potential faster. 

 

Students with ACC Free Tuition can also apply for scholarships, grants, and loans for everyday expenses, like 

housing, groceries, and transportation. " 

Learn More 

 

https://sites.austincc.edu/free-tuition/
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Thank you to El Centro - Latin American Cultural Center at Austin Community College for organizing and 

hosting 'Cafecito con Morty Ortega'! This event provided a unique and enriching opportunity for members of the 

ACC ASCENDER Club to come together and delve into the captivating stories of our outstanding staff members. 

As participants enjoyed their coffee, they were treated to a wealth of personal narratives and insights shared by 

Morty Ortega. The event fostered a sense of connection and camaraderie, allowing attendees to gain a deeper 

appreciation for the diverse backgrounds and experiences that enrich our campus community. El Centro's 

initiative in organizing such events highlights its commitment to promoting cultural awareness, inclusivity, and 

meaningful dialogue within the ACC community. ACC's Ascender students extend a heartfelt appreciation to El 

Centro for orchestrating the memorable and enlightening experience. 

 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Career Ready at Austin Community College (ACC) for partnering with us 

to offer Mock Interviews for ASCENDER students. This collaboration represents a significant step in equipping 

our students with essential skills for their future endeavors. The Mock Interviews provide invaluable opportunities 

for students to refine their interview techniques and communication skills in a supportive environment. Through 

this partnership, students gain practical experience and readiness for the job market. We are grateful for Career 

Ready's dedication to student success and their commitment to providing impactful resources for ASCENDER 

students' professional development. 
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Congratulations, Elisha, on being named Student Volunteer of the Year! Her dedication and commitment to 

service are truly commendable, and ACC ASCENDERS are immensely proud of her accomplishments. This 

recognition is a testament of Elisha's passion for making a positive impact in the community and exemplifies the 

spirit of generosity and kindness that defines ASCENDERS at ACC. Her contributions have not only enriched 

the lives of those around her but have also inspired others to follow in her footsteps. Her outstanding leadership 

and embodying of values of service and compassion are an example to others. Elisha's efforts serve as a shining 

example of the incredible impact that ASCENDERS can have, and ACC ASCENDERS are privileged to celebrate 

her well-deserved achievement. Keep shining bright, Elisha! 

 

The recent accolades bestowed upon 12 Riverbats with the prestigious THRIVE Award serving as a testament to 

the exceptional talent and dedication within the ACC community. Among these deserving recipients, it fills the 
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ACC ASCENDERS with immense pride to announce that three ASCENDER students, Crystal, Vianca, and 

Elisha, were rightfully recognized for their outstanding achievements and contributions. Their remarkable 

accomplishments not only reflect their individual perseverance and commitment but also highlight the impactful 

role that ASCENDER students play within the ACC family. As the celebration for their success continues, it's 

heartening to witness the strong presence of ASCENDERS among the broader ACC community, reaffirming their 

collective commitment to support, uplift, and empower one another. Together, as a united force, they continue to 

soar to greater heights, inspiring one another to thrive and succeed in our academic pursuits and beyond. 

Felicidades to Crystal, Vianca, Elisha, and all the Riverbats who exemplify the spirit of excellence and resilience 

within our vibrant community.  

 

 

Austin Community College ASCENDERS are thrilled to extend an invitation to everyone for 

the ASCENDER Catch the Next closing ceremony, celebrating the achievements of the 2023-2024 Cohort as they 

complete their first year of college. This event serves as a poignant tribute to the dedication and hard work of our 

students, highlighting their remarkable accomplishments and milestones.  

 

ACC ASCENDERS warmly invite you to join in commemorating this special occasion and honoring the journey 

of our Ascender scholars. 

 

Your presence will make this celebration even more meaningful as everyone comes together to applaud the 

achievements of students and show support for their continued success. 

 

ACC ASCENDERS look forward to seeing you at the closing ceremony and celebrating the bright futures ahead 

for our Ascender scholars. 
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A significant milestone for Austin Community College (ACC) as it was officially included in the esteemed 

Programs that Work Database curated by Excelencia in Education. This recognition underscores ACC's 

commitment to promoting educational equity and fostering student success. A notable highlight of ACC's 

presence in the database is the inclusion of the ASCENDER program, a flagship initiative renowned for its 

impactful outcomes in supporting underrepresented students. ASCENDER stands as a shining example of ACC's 

dedication to providing comprehensive support services tailored to the unique needs of diverse student 

populations. Through mentorship, academic resources, and guidance, ASCENDER has played a pivotal role in 

empowering students to overcome barriers and achieve their educational goals. The program's recognition in the 

Programs that Work Database serves as validation of its effectiveness in promoting student success and advancing 

the mission of ACC to create an inclusive and supportive learning environment for all. ACC's inclusion in this 

prestigious database not only acknowledges its exemplary programs but also solidifies its reputation as a 

trailblazer in higher education. 

Read Full Article Here 

 

 

Palo Alto College and San Antonio College have been recognized of some of the best places to work in the realm 

of community colleges. This prestigious accolade was further enhanced by the inclusion of two former colleges, 

St. Philip's College and Northeast Lakeview College, in the esteemed list of winners. This recognition speaks 

volumes about the commitment of these institutions to creating supportive and inclusive work environments 

where faculty and staff can thrive. Palo Alto College and San Antonio College have long been known for their 

dedication to fostering excellence in education while prioritizing the well-being and professional growth of their 

https://www.edexcelencia.org/programs-initiatives/growing-what-works-database/guided-pathways-advising-through-coaching-austin
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employees. Similarly, St. Philip's College and Northeast Lakeview College have left an indelible mark with their 

emphasis on cultivating a positive workplace culture and promoting opportunities for career advancement. The 

acknowledgment of these colleges as the Most Promising Places to Work in Community Colleges, as featured in 

NISODIRECT, is a testament to their unwavering commitment to excellence in all aspects of academia and 

administration. Congratulations to all the winners for this well-deserved honor, which serves as a testament to 

their ongoing dedication to creating vibrant and supportive communities within the realm of higher education. 

Read Full Article Here 

 

Austin Community College (ACC) is extending a warm invitation to local school district administrators to 

participate in the Vertical Alignment Content Exchange on May 31, 2024, at the ACC Rio Grande Campus from 

9 am to 12 pm. This event promises to be an enriching opportunity for educators to collaborate and share insights 

on various topics aimed at enhancing student learning and success. Among the distinguished presenters is David 

Rice (ASCENDER instructor), who will be leading a session on Flash Fiction and Critical Reading. Rice brings 

a wealth of expertise in literature and literacy, offering valuable strategies for engaging students in critical 

thinking and analysis through the exploration of short fiction. His session promises to be dynamic and thought-

provoking, providing administrators with practical tools to foster literacy skills and intellectual curiosity among 

their students. ACC is excited to welcome David Rice and all attendees for a morning of meaningful dialogue and 

professional development. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nisod.org/most-promising-places-to-work-in-community-colleges/

