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CTN Reception to Celebrate Organization’s 10th Year and
Feature Emmy Perez, 2020 Texas Poet Laureate
The Ascender Fall Seminar Reception will be the Tenth Year Celebration of the founding of Catch the Next and
is titled: "Empowering the Minds that will Lead the World." The event, which will be held on Friday, October
25th at 6:00 pm at the Hotel Indigo in San Antonio, has been opened to the public for a benefit fundraiser to support
CTN’s John Siceloff Internship and webinar series with Pulitzer Prize winner and former New York Times
reporter, Julia Preston. Funding will also support program operations such as the Ascender Transfer Motivational
Conference held in June at the University of Texas in Austin.
The reception will feature Texas 2020 Poet Laureate, Emmy Perez, as the keynote
speaker. Perez (at left) is a renowned poet, who received her bachelor’s degree
from the University of Southern California and her MFA from Columbia
University. She has been a faculty member at the University of Texas – Rio
Grande Valley since 2006.
The CTN reception will begin with music by Mr. Juan Tejeda who taught
Mexican American Studies at Palo Alto College, where he established and was
the lead faculty for the Center for Mexican American Studies. Juan is a CTN
alumni faculty from the cohort of 2013. There will be food and an opportunity
for networking among participants before the presentation by Dr. Robert Garza,
President of Palo Alto College and CTN board member, on the impact of the
program at PAC.
Participants will hear from a panel of alumni conducted by Dr. Amaury
Nora, CTN Scholar Mentor and board member working with CTN on Research
and Evaluation of Teaching Strategies. Dr. Nora is the former Co-Director of the
Center for Research and Policy in Education, and Associate Dean for Research in the College of Education and
Human Development at the University of Texas at San Antonio. He has served as Editor of The Review of Higher
Education and the journal for the Association for the Study of Higher Education (ASHE).
Dr. Rogelio Saenz, CTN board member will provide the closing. Dr. Saenz is Dean of the College of Public Policy
and holds the Mark G. Yudof Endowed Chair at the University of Texas at San Antonio.
Ms. Lisa Torres and Diane Lerma from PAC will introduce the speakers.
Please support our efforts by joining us at the reception. (For links to options to donate or purchase tickets, see
page 11 or go to https://www.catchthenext.org/. All contributions are tax deductible.)
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SAC Ascender Students Attend Movie Night
SAC Ascender students attended SAC’s mixer and movie night on September 12th at the McAllister Auditorium.
Students gathered on the second floor for refreshments before the screening of the movie The Margarita Man, a
romantic comedy which was filmed on the SAC campus. SAC and CTN door prizes, handed out by alumni Juan
Higa, were given to the students.

Posing with actor Borrego and creator Ramos

Enjoying refreshments

SAC students and instructors at SAC movie night.

CTN Alumni Higa hands out door prizes

SAC students show off their door prizes.

STC Mid-Valley Hosts Noche de Familia
STC Mid-Valley campus hosted Noche de Familia on September 17th from 6:30 to 8:30 at the Mid-Valley
campus cafeteria. The event included an overview of the Ascender program, its resources and an introduction of
the instructors and others within the program. Guest speaker, Dr. Juan Ramirez, spoke to the students about doubts
of belonging on campus and reassured them that they do belong. Parents learned about the process of running for
club officer and the results of the officer elections were announced. New officers spoke to parents and classmates
about their role and vision for the club. Students and their families enjoyed the meal that was provided and prizes
were handed out.
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Ascender instructors and staff

Dr. Ramirez speaks to the students.

Students and their families listen to Dr. Ramirez.

Officers share their visions.

Attendees enjoy dinner followed by cake.

ACC Hosts Mentor/Mentee Matching on Several Campuses
By Intern Magdalena Short

ACC students were invited to take part in “Mentor/Mentee Night,” which took place on multiple campuses on
multiple nights. Students were given the chance to meet their mentor for the first time face-to-face. They
exchanged stories to gather an understanding of one another. Mentors and mentees participated in team
brainstorming activities on responsibility. The event included information about the roles mentors play in
students’ educational and personal lives.
Everyone ate pizza while identifying what they had in common. Mentor coordinator, Alejandra Polcik said, “The
event was very successful.” She added how important it was to establish communication and discuss ways to
improve the mentor/mentee relationship.

ACC South Austin campus mentees meet with their mentors and discuss what they have in common.
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ACC Riverside campus mentees meet their mentors face-to-face for the first time.

STC Starr Campus Hosts September 16th Celebration Lunch
By Intern Itzayanna Lopez

The STARR campus Ascender Club hosted a 16 de September celebration with a lunch. The students brought
tamales, tostadas, desserts and Mexican bread. The club invited Ascender mentors Alex Resendez, Saul Garza,
and Liza Garza. Current and former Ascender students attended the celebration and used the time to network
with each other.

STC Starr Ascender club members celebrate September 16th with food and familia.

Dr. Alaniz with guests

STC Mid-Valley Students Attend Hispanic Heritage Event
STC Mid-Valley students attended a
Hispanic Heritage event hosted by the STC
library on Thursday, September 26, at the
Mid-Valley Campus Auditorium. A fivemember panel discussed their research
based on the findings of their book, Latino
Educational Leadership. Members of the
panel were Dr. Melissa Martinez, Dr. Irma
Almager, Dr. Fernando Valle, Dr.
Rodriguez, and Dr. Juan Nino.
(Left) STC students pose with speakers at
Hispanic Heritage event.
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Mid-Valley Campus Welcomes Cohort & Elects Club Officers
STC Mid-Valley campus instructors Esmeralda Macias and Dr. Moreno held a meeting to welcome their new
cohort in early September. They shared the vision and mission statements with the students as well as the names
and responsibilities of those involved in their campus Ascender program.

STC Mid-Valley 2019-2020 cohort

Instructors Moreno and Macias

ACC Hosts Alumni Reunion at Highland Campus
By Intern Magdalena Short

Alumni of the ACC Catch the Next Society came together on Thursday, August 22, at Highland Business Campus
for the “Te aventaste! Alumni Reunion. Participants shared their accomplishments and offered assistance to
current students who are in the process of transferring to a university. Those who attended received information
from the ACC Transfer Resources and Financial Aid departments. Towards the end, laughs and smiles broke out
during a game of jeopardy. The Te aventaste! Alumni Reunion offered an opportunity to bring everyone together
and reflect upon their journey through the program.

STC Starr Campus Elects
Club Officers
STC Starr Campus students met with their
instructor Dr Alaniz to elect club officers and plan
events and activities for the fall.
(Left to Right): Briselly Lopez, Historian, Angela
Morales, Historian, Brenda Vargas, Treasurer, Anahi
Bazan, Vice-President, Javier Colin, President, Monica
Gonzalez, Secretary, Yaritza Rico, Historian,
Itzayanna Lopez, Historian, Paola Vallejo, Historian.
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Meet John Siceloff Journalism Intern, Itzayanna Lopez
Itzayanna K. Lopez is 18 years old and currently attending South Texas College at the
Starr Campus in Rio Grande City. Her interests are writing, dancing, painting and
volunteering. She plans to transfer to the University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley where
she will be majoring in Interdisciplinary Studies with a minor in Bilingual Education.
She is currently part of the Ascender Cohort and an officer in the Ascender Club, where
she is extremely active, giving ideas for fundraisers and celebrations as well as trying
new things for the club. She is a devoted daughter and a loving sister of two younger
brothers. She is also attending the Student Leadership Academy where she will be doing
community service and participating in leadership workshops.

Teaching and Learning for Student Success Webinars
October Webinar to Feature Frank Savina Presenting
Making Math Relevant
Please join us for our next TLFSS Monthly Webinar on October 17th, 2019 at 3:00pm CST
Frank Savina has a Master of Arts in Teaching and a Bachelor of Science, both in
Mathematics from the University of Texas at El Paso. He leads the design, development,
and implementation of the pathway to Calculus for the Dana Center Mathematics
Pathways (formerly the New Mathways Project), an initiative to modernize entry-level
college mathematics programs through working with states, universities, and colleges.
He presents findings at national and regional conferences of professional mathematics
organizations to inform the mathematics community about best practices in teaching
gateway mathematics students. Frank has 20 years of teaching experience at the
university and high school levels. In addition to serving for five years as a mathematics
professor at El Paso Community College, he was an adjunct math faculty member and
director of the Educational Talent Search Program at the University of Texas at El Paso. Most notably, Frank was
the first Mathematics Department chair for the first early college in El Paso, where he was selected as Teacher of
the Year. Mission Early College High School, a collaboration between Socorro Independent School District, El
Paso Community College, and the University of Texas at El Paso, went on to become a national Blue Ribbon
School during his tenure.
Register Here for the 2019-2020 Webinar Series
____________________________________________________________
Stay tuned to Facebook and Twitter for more updates and information for a smooth webinar experience. If you
have any questions, please contact Lydia CdeBaca
____________________________________________________________________
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September Webinar Offers Best Practices in Advising
from Texas Community Colleges
In the September 2019 Teaching and Learning for Student Success webinar, Dr. Tina Jackson, Dr. Catherine
Olivarez, and department chair, Julie Wauchope, addressed the importance of Guided Pathways for Student
Success, how it relates to co-requisite advising, and how academic departments can work with advisors to ensure
students are placed according to their pathways into courses that suit their college and career goals.
______________________________________________________________
In case you missed it or would like to review the resources, the webinar recording can be accessed here:
https://youtu.be/fSFkdliE8b4 and all resources are available in the “Webinar Resources and Materials” folder
under “Professional Development” on the CTN Wiki.
For this and all past monthly webinar installments, check out our Teaching and Learning for Student Success
Monthly Webinar playlist on the Catch the Next YouTube Channel

CTN to Host Ascender Fall Seminar October 25-26
Catch the Next will host its annual Ascender Fall Seminar on October 25-26 at the Hotel Indigo in San Antonio.
The Fall Seminar focuses on strengthening the college teams and giving participants the opportunity to
troubleshoot issues they face at this stage in the program. Sessions are offered to address issues in retention, team
dynamics, event coordination, and advising and mentor engagement among other topics.
Registration begins at 11:30 followed by lunch and then a welcome and updates from CTN CEO, Maria Chavez.
Sessions this year include “Testiminos: Writing the Word and the World” presented by Emmy Perez, Texas 2020
Poet Laureate and “The Story in Numbers: Discussing Inequity through Demography” presented by Rogelio
Saenz, Professor of Demography, UTSA. Other sessions will be conducted by CTN staff and leadership fellows.
Faculty alumni are welcome to join the seminar, but must cover their meals and hotel.
Register at https://guestlist.co/events/621948

Meet the Speakers:
Emmy Perez is a renowned Chicana poet, who received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern
California and her MFA from Columbia University. She is the 2020 Texas Poet
Laureate.
She has been a faculty member at the University of Texas – Rio Grande Valley since
2006. During that time, she has chaired thirteen thesis committees and led her students
to present at countless academic conferences and venues nationwide, to receive
significant nationally competitive fellowships and awards and to have their poetry and
other work published in prestigious peer-reviewed literary journals and anthologies.
Pérez’s poetry has been published in the Academy of American Poets Poem-a-Day series
and appears on the Poetry Foundation online. Her work has also been published in
journals such as Prairie Schooner, North American Review, Indiana Review, Crab
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Orchard Review, Pilgrimage Magazine, PALABRA: A Magazine of Chicano & Latino Literary Art, and other
publications, including the anthologies Orange County: A Literary Field Guide (Heyday), Entre Guadalupe y
Malinche: Tejanas in Literature & Art (University of Texas Press), New Border Voices: An Anthology (Texas
A&M Press), and The Wind Shifts: New Latino Poetry (University of Arizona Press). She has work forthcoming
in the anthology Ghost Fishing: An Eco-Justice Poetry Anthology (University of Georgia Press). Her lyric essays
have appeared in A Broken Thing: Poets on the Line (University of Iowa Press) and IMANIMAN: Poets Reflect
on Transformative & Transgressive Borders in Gloria Anzaldúa’s Work (Aunt Lute Books).
Together with Tato Laviera, Edna Ochoa and José Martinez she founded Cosecha Voices, a program that provides
migrant farmworker youth the opportunity to document and share their testimonios www.utpa.edu/cosechavoices.
In 2008, she founded an annual event on campus “El Retorno: El Valle Celebra Nuestra Gloria” that she
coordinates with the Center for Mexican American Studies in honor of the late Gloria Anzaldúa. Over the years,
she and her students, through service-learning projects, have taught creative writing to youth and adults in three
Edinburg, TX detention center facilities programs. In 2012, she received a University of Texas Regents’
Outstanding Teaching Award, and in 2016, a University Faculty Excellence Award for Student Mentoring.
Pérez is the recipient of a 2017 National Endowment for the Arts fellowship in poetry. In previous years, she was
a recipient of poetry fellowships from CantoMundo, the New York Foundation for the Arts, the Fine Arts Work
Center in Provincetown, the MacDowell Colony, the Ucross Foundation, and the Atlantic Center for the Arts. She
has also received the Alfredo Cisneros Del Moral Foundation Award for her poetry and the James D. Phelan
Award for her prose writing. Since 2008, she has been a member of the Macondo Writers’ Workshop founded by
Sandra Cisneros for socially engaged writers.
Rogelio Sáenz is Dean of the College of Public Policy and holds the Mark G. Yudof
Endowed Chair at the University of Texas at San Antonio. He also is a Policy Fellow at
the Carsey School of Public Policy at the University of New Hampshire. Sáenz has
written extensively in the areas of demography, Latina/os, race and ethnic relations,
inequality, immigration, public policy, and social justice. He co-authored Latinos in the
United States: Diversity and Change and co-edited The International Handbook of the
Demography of Race and Ethnicity. Sáenz regularly writes op-ed essays on demographic,
social, racial, and policy issues for a variety of newspapers and writes a monthly column
for Ahora Sí, the Spanish-language newspaper of the Austin American Statesman. Earlier
this year, the American Association for Access, Equity, and Diversity presented Saenz
its Cesar Estrada Chavez Award, an honor that recognizes an individual who has demonstrated leadership in
support of workers’ rights and humanitarian issues.
Maria Martha Chavez is Chief Executive Officer for Catch the Next, Inc. Dr. Chavez
Brummel is a sociologist with a history of researching, implementing, and evaluating
social policy. Dr. Chavez has a Bachelor’s degree from Kansas State University in
Journalism, Psychology, and Spanish Literature and a Master’s degree in Education –
Curriculum and Instruction. She also has Masters of Philosophy and Doctorate of
Philosophy from Yale University. At Kansas State, Dr. Chavez created The Minority
Admissions Program. At Yale, she has served as Assistant Dean in Yale College, and as
a member of the faculty. At Yale, Dr. Chavez established the Asian Chicano Cultural
Center, The Chicano Boricua Studies program (that has evolved into the American
Studies, Race, Ethnicity and Migration major), the LULAC Head Start Program (a
preschool initiative for children up to 5 years old), and the building of The Latino Youth Center in the city of
New Haven, Connecticut. Maria also worked at Save the Children Federation as Associate Vice President of U.S.
Programs and was principal investigator for the state of the union report on America’s Forgotten Children, looking
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at America’s 101 poorest rural places. She established six community learning centers in the Central Valley of
California for the America’s Forgotten Children Campaign. Dr. Chavez also worked with Public Agenda, a
research and engagement organization, and was a national partner in the Achieving the Dream Initiative, where
she served as engagement coach and member of the Knowledge Development Working Group.
Allegra Villarreal is Director of Professional Development for Catch the Next. She is
currently an Assistant Professor of English at Austin Community College. She enrolled
in community college after receiving her GED at age 16 and ultimately transferred the
University of St. Andrews, in Scotland, where she would earn a joint honors B.A. in
International Relations and Middle Eastern Studies. After graduating, she enrolled at
Oxford University, shifted her academic focus, and was awarded an M.F.A. in Creative
Writing in 2008. She taught ESL in Mexico and the Czech Republic before returning to
the U.S. where she taught English at Mount Hood Community College and South Texas
College before joining ACC.

Dr. Reyna is Co- Chair and Assistant Professor of Counseling & Student Development
at Palo Alto College. She is a TX Licensed Professional Counselor and has worked as a
counselor/therapist in community and mental health agencies, and in private practice.
She has worked at PAC since 1991 where she began her career in higher education as a
counselor and instructor for a program assisting single parents, pregnant women, and
women re-entering the workforce. Dr. Reyna has since worked as a coordinator of grant
funded programs, tenured counselor/instructor of Student Development courses, and
departmental chair. Dr. Reyna obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Child Psychology from
the University of the Incarnate Word and a Master of Science in Counseling Psychology
from Our Lady of the Lake University. She earned her doctorate in Educational
Administration at Baylor University.

Dr. Daniel Rodriguez is currently Professor of Counseling and Student Development
at Palo Alto College and teaches the Education 1300 course (Learning Frameworks) for
CTN. During his 25 year career at Palo Alto College he has overseen student life,
assessment & testing, international student programs, career services, advising, transfer
services, admissions/registrar, numerous federal grant programs, health services,
auxiliary 9 services, recreational sports & athletics, tutoring services, student activities
fees, clubs and organizations, disability support services, new-student development
programs and served as Chair of Counseling. Daniel has presented at numerous local
and national and international conferences on research related to transfer of students to
four-year institutions as well as success rates of first-time-college students taking student
development courses. On many occasions he has led student groups on study-abroad
programs. At the college level he has served on the Executive team of the Faculty Senate and on numerous College
and Alamo Colleges district committees. He has also been the recipient of the NISOD Teaching Excellence
Award, recognized as a Distinguished Doctorate by the Chamber of Commerce, and served as the Lead Instructor
with the Alamo Colleges Student Leadership Institute. He received a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree from Texas
State University (formally Southwest Texas State University) and a Doctor of Education degree from Baylor
University.
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Dr. Anna Alaniz works as an instructor at South Texas College. As the first in her
family to be born in the United States, she guaranteed her family’s entrance visas into
the country. In 1975, her family migrated to Five Points, California, where Anna spent
the majority of her childhood. Her parents owned a ranch in Mexico, so when they
immigrated, they made their livelihood as farmworkers, due to their lack of other skills
and formal education. In the early 1980’s, the family returned to Roma where Anna
enrolled in high school only to drop out at the age of 16 before marrying her husband
and giving birth to her first child, a son, at the age of 18. Throughout these experiences,
Anna never lost sight of her education as this was a value instilled in her by her parents.
They often reminded her that only through education was the American Dream possible.
In 1995, she returned to school, receiving her GED from San Jacinto Community College, and three years later,
enrolled at South Texas College. Upon completing her basic requirements, she transferred to the University of
Texas at Pan American where she graduated Suma Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s Degree in Interdisciplinary
Studies in Bilingual Bicultural Education. Five years later, in 2006, she received a Master’s Degree in Education
with a minor in Reading and graduated in May 2017 with her doctorate in Education Leadership with a cognate
in English at Texas A&M Kingsville. She worked for the Roma Independent School District from 2001-2008,
before beginning to work for South Texas College as a Developmental Reading Instructor. In addition to her
teaching duties, she has also been involved with the CTN Program since 2012 as a Mentor Recruiter, Student
Recruiter, Instructor and Advisor. She has been the Townsend Press Scholarship Coordinator for the past six
years, which is a program that gives scholarships to students for reading. She also regularly volunteers at the
Center of Learning Excellence, mentoring students on an individual basis in addition to teaching adult ESL in her
spare time.
Jon Herrin has a BA in English, master’s degrees in English Education and Theology,
and an earned doctorate in Theology (Th.D.) Presently, he teaches for South Texas College
(Starr County) where, in addition to teaching, he serves as a peer mentor and researcher
for Catch the Next, Inc. He and his wife live on the US/Mexican border in south Texas
where they work with the least- and under-served in education and community services.
Jon has been involved in higher education for over 28 years, having taught in colleges and
universities in Georgia, Michigan, Texas, Venezuela and Mexico. He has taught writing,
literature, humanities and religion. In addition to teaching, Jon has worked in institutional
assessment and academic administration. His favorite classes to teach and the students he
most enjoys working with are those related to developmental studies. “My greatest sense
of accomplishment comes when a student begins the semester thinking he or she shouldn’t really be there, can’t
really do the work…and then to see them at the end of the semester confidently and competently writing
compositions and talking excitedly about the upcoming semester.”
After growing up in Guyana, South America, and Grenada, West Indies, and then living parts of his adult life in
Venezuela and Mexico, Jon’s heart is divided in equal parts for all the places he has called home. As an ‘adult
third-culture-kid’ (a-TCK), he understands first-hand the challenges of crossing cultural divides and language
barriers.

CTN Reception to Feature Emmy Perez, 2020 Texas Poet Laureate
Texas Poet Laureate for 2020, Emmy Perez, will be the keynote speaker for the CTN reception which will be held
on Friday, October 25. Emmy is a renowned poet, who received her bachelor’s degree from the University of
Southern California and her MFA from Columbia University. She has been a faculty member at the University
of Texas – Rio Grande Valley since 2006.
Please support our efforts by joining us at the reception. Proceeds from the event will help sponsor our John
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Siceloff Journalism Student Internships and webinar series with Pulitzer Prize winner and former editor of the
New York Times, Julia Preston. Funding will also support program operations such as the Ascender Transfer
Motivational Conference. All contributions are tax deductible.

To purchase a ticket to the reception, go to: https://guestlist.co/events/625107
If a college or group would like to purchase a table, go to: https://guestlist.co/events/625107
To become a corporate donor, go to: https://www.catchthenext.org/support-our-work/sponsorship/
To become an individual sponsor, go to:
https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/1217887

CTN Schedules Transformative Teaching Track Institute
The Catch the Next Transformative Teaching Institute will be held on October 24-25 at the Hotel Indigo
Riverwalk in San Antonio. The Transformative Teaching Track is an experiential and intensive training in
classroom strategies, co-curricular design and team building with an emphasis on culturally responsive practice.
The training is tailored to meet the needs of faculty who wish to play a leadership role in response to House Bill
2223 and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s 60x30 campaign. Content-area or developmental
instructors who want to be part of a statewide community of practice focusing on personal and professional
development in order to meet the needs of a diverse student population should attend. Attendees are eligible for
graduate credit from UT Austin. Thanks to the support of THECB, early bird registration was free for the first 15
colleges to register one team (pair) of INRW and credit faculty. However, due to popular demand, additional two
and four-year institutions will be allowed to register free of charge. To register, please go to
https://guestlist.co/events/621957 or the Events tab at catchthenext.org

Programming Team Places CTN SXSW Proposal on Standby List
Catch the Next’s SXSW proposal submitted by CTN Director of Professional Development, Allegra Villarreal,
to Panel Picker titled “Unlearning to Transform the College Classroom” is on the standby list. The email from
the SXSW EDU Programming Team said, “We really like this idea, which is why we would like to hold on to it.
Being selected for the standby list means that your session idea is excellent and we are working to find a home
for it on the program.”

CTN to Create Online Anthology of Culturally Relevant Resources
Catch the Next is embarking on a new project to address the lack of culturally relevant, open educational resources
(OER) in the creative commons. Open educational resources, or “OER”, are free and openly licensed educational
materials that can be used for teaching, learning, research, and other purposes. Currently, while many authors and
scholars are now choosing to open license their work as a matter of equity and access, there remains a need for
materials that reflect diverse views and experiences. As such, CTN is compiling essays, creative fiction and nonfiction, original research, and artwork to be part of an online anthology that can be accessed in classrooms around
the world to address this need.
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We are seeking interviews, poetry, short fiction, visual art, essays, and original scholarship from writers, authors,
scholars, and students. The work must be original and previously unpublished (or otherwise already published
under a creative common license). A manuscript is considered previously published if another work exists with
any/all of the following: the same title, the same opening paragraph, and/or 25 percent or more of the same
content. If you are unsure of the copyright on a particular work that you are willing to share, get in touch with us
and we can help verify its suitability for the project.
Our ultimate aim is to create a genuine alternative to costly traditional anthologies and a resource that will allow
faculty and students the freedom to engage with culturally relevant texts in meaningful and dynamic ways. We
believe strongly that students benefit from reading works by authors whose experiences and expression they
identify with and that your voice is a valuable one in conveying this spirit.
Submission Guidelines:
Please email any submissions to allegra.villarreal@catchthenext.org, in docx, rtf, or Googledoc (gdoc) format.
You can also send URLs (links) if the text already exists online. Please clearly indicate the author’s full name,
title and the license you would like to be published under (contact Allegra for more information). If no license
preference is indicated, all works will be published under a “CC BY ND” license which means that the work
can be distributed for free but cannot be adapted or altered in any way after publication. All submitted
manuscripts will be reviewed by CTN staff who will make recommendations to accept the submission without
revisions, accept the submission with revisions, invite the author to revise and resubmit, or, in some cases, may
be rejected as unsuitable for the project.

Catch the Next Colleges & Staff

Stacy Ybarra Attends TX-EPFP Retreat
CTN Director of Student Engagement, Stacy Ybarra, was selected for the Texas Education Policy Fellowship
Program, (TX-EPFP). She attended the TX-EPFP Fall 2019 retreat in Austin on September 19. At the retreat,
Stacy heard from major players in state-level education policy, including Dr. Harrison Keller, UT-Austin
professor and now Higher Education Commissioner, Dr. Mike Morath, Texas Education Agency (TEA)
Commissioner, and Dr. Ginger Gossman, Senior Director of Innovation and Policy with the Texas Higher
Coordinating Board.
TXEPFP is a 10-month intensive professional development program for emerging and mid-level leaders in
education and education related fields. The TX-EPFP Fellows participate in a variety of unique activities to
discover the multifaceted aspects of education policy with experts across the state, develop their leadership skills
through practice, expand their
professional
networks,
and
explore avenues for fostering
positive impact for stakeholders
and communities within Texas
education. (http://www.depts.ttu.edu/)
Stacy Ybarra (2nd from right) poses
with new Commissioner, Keller.
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THECB Names Two CTN Campuses as Finalists for Star Award
Two CTN campuses, San Antonio College and Austin Community College, were named as finalists for THECB
2019 Star Award Nomination. The award recognizes exceptional contributions toward meeting one or more of
the goals of 60x30TX – Educated Population, Completion, Marketable Skills, and Manageable Student Debt.
Finalists are recommended by a THECB staff review panel, and winners are selected by a review committee
consisting of board members of the THECB, out-of-state higher education experts, and Texas community leaders.
Recipients receive a custom designed award and public recognition for their efforts at the annual Texas Higher
Education Leadership Conference in November.
SAC was nominated for its Student Advocacy Center, a first-of-its-kind integrated, campus-based, case
management and mental health services support program for students. Created in the fall of 2016, the center’s
goal is to provide basic needs support to reduce barriers that hinder the completion of college.
https://www.alamo.edu/sac/news-events/news/2019/september/sac-named-star-award-finalist/

ACC was nominated for its Z-Degree Program. Z-Degree classes use zero-cost learning materials and open
education resources (OER) in place of traditional textbooks to save students money. Since its launch in 2016, Zdegree programs and classes have saved ACC students more than $3.5 million in textbook
costs. https://www.austincc.edu/news/2019/08/acc%E2%80%99s-zero-cost-textbook-program-named-finalist-texas-staraward

Ybarra Presents at NCAN National Conference in Indianapolis
Stacy Ybarra, CTN Director of Student Engagement, presented at the 2019 NCAN national
conference, Racing Toward Postsecondary Success, which took place September 16-18 in
Indianapolis. Stacy’s presentation was titled “My Journey Designed for Me:
Transferability vs. Degree Applicability with Transfer Advising Guides.”
The conference attracts 1,200 individuals from around the country who help
underrepresented students enter and complete postsecondary education. Topics addressed
at this conference were meant to help attendees stay up to date on issues that will help them
serve their students and communities more effectively. Some of these topics included:
achieving equity for historically underserved students, career readiness, strategic giving
for community foundations, and the value of the full range of postsecondary credentials,
up to and including the bachelor’s degree. Presenters for the more than 80 workshop sessions presented by veteran
postsecondary access and success professionals from around the country were selected through a competitive
national call for proposals.

Secretary Hughs Announces Collaboration with AWS Educate
Texas Secretary of State, Ruth Hughs, announced a new collaboration with Amazon Web
Services (AWS) to unlock job opportunities in cloud computing. The initiative will scale to
create pathways towards high-paying, tech related careers for students across the state of
Texas. This announcement came as Texas government, education, and economic
development officials met with AWS representatives at the Dallas County Community
College District administration office.
As part of the collaboration, academic institutions will leverage AWS Educate, Amazon’s
global initiative to support cloud learning with students or faculty, to build computer and
data-related skills for K-12 curriculum as well as associate’s or bachelor’s degree programs.
The collaboration will also work with employers throughout Texas who have a
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growing need for tech-workers with cloud computing skills. AWS Educate is in collaboration with a number of
Texas institutions, including the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, the Texas Workforce Commission,
and the Texas State University System, as well as the institutions which are pursuing a cloud computing degree
including Alamo Colleges, Austin Community College, and South Texas College.

Smithsonian Magazine Mentions ACC Highland Campus
ACC’s Highland campus was mentioned in the October issue of the
Smithsonian in an article titled, “Rise of the Zombie Mall” as an
example of a reinhabited mall. The article discusses the rise of the
shopping mall and its decline, along with ways it has been repurposed.
“Located inside what was once a major shopping mall, ACC Highland
is a national model for sustainable, adaptive, community-minded
reuse. It’s the college’s largest campus and still expanding. With
indoor fountains, unique study spaces, a park, and many neighboring
businesses,
there’s
plenty
to
explore.”
(https://www.austincc.edu/campuses/highland-campus)

Congratulations to CTN Familia
Jon Herrin Celebrates
Birth of Grandson

CTN Treasurer
Matthew Reyna Weds

Jon and Jeanne Herrin
became the proud
grandparents of Santiago
Nicholas Rodriguez, born
at 9:10pm on Sept. 2, 7lbs,
15oz, 20.5" long.

CTN Treasurer and Board
member, Matthew Reyna,
married CTN leadership
mentor Fatema Basrai on
September 14th.

Catch the Next Peer Mentors
CTN Peer Mentors Part of Author Lineup for Texas Book Festival
CTN Peer Mentors, Norma Cantu, Oscar Casares, ire’ne lara silva, and Sergio Troncoso, are included on the
Texas Book Festival author lineup to be held on October 26-27 in and around the grounds of the State Capitol
Building in Austin. The Texas Book Festival is free to the public. One of the largest and most prestigious literary
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festivals in the country, the annual Texas Book Festival features 300+ nationally and critically recognized adult
and children’s authors, 100+ exhibitors, local food trucks, family activities, and countless opportunities to meet
authors and fellow book lovers. (https://www.texasbookfestival.org/annual-texas-book-festival/)

Norma Cantu

Oscar Casares

ire’ne lara silva

Sergio Troncoso

Other News
THECB Names Dr. Keller as Next Commissioner of Higher Ed
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board voted unanimously on September 11 to appoint Dr. Harrison
Keller to serve as the next commissioner of higher education. Dr. Keller will assume his
new post on Oct. 1.
“The Search Committee recommended him to the board after a national search, because he
stood out from a competitive field of candidates for his extensive knowledge of and
experience in strengthening higher education and broadening opportunity for all Texans,”
said Board Chair Stuart W. Stedman. “We believe that Harrison Keller will be able to assist
the Coordinating Board in making great strides toward the fulfillment of our mission and
our continued work toward achieving the goals of 60x30TX.”
“I am pleased that the Coordinating Board has selected Harrison Keller,” commented Gov.
Greg Abbott. “With his strong higher education background, we look forward to his
leadership and his support in developing and working toward important initiatives to
advance postsecondary education and workforce readiness for our citizens.”
Dr. Keller comes to the Coordinating Board from The University of Texas at Austin, where he has been serving
as deputy to the president for strategy and policy. Previously he served as vice provost for higher education policy
and research and founded the OnRamps and Texas OnCourse initiatives. Earlier in his career he served as senior
education policy advisor and director of research for Rep. Tom Craddick during his tenure as Speaker of the Texas
House, and as a project director at UT Austin’s Charles A. Dana Center.

15

Secretary Hughs Marks National Voter Registration Day,
Urges All Eligible Texans To Register to Vote by October 7th
CTN joins Texas Secretary of State Ruth Hughs in urging all eligible Texans to participate in National Voter
Registration Day by ensuring they are registered to vote ahead of the October 7th voter registration deadline. With
two weeks until the deadline, the Secretary issued a final call to action to voters, community leaders, and elected
officials to encourage their fellow Texans to register and prepare to vote in the upcoming November election.
"An active and engaged citizenry plays an essential role in ensuring the continued well-being of our democracy,"
said Secretary Hughs. "I encourage all eligible Texans who have not already done so to register to vote by October
7th so that they can actively participate in shaping the future of the Lone Star State."
As of this month, there are 15,823,406 registered voters in Texas — a new state record. #voteready

Student Opportunities
The following highlight opportunities for Ascender students for conferences, scholarships, fellowships, internships,
loans, etc. I encourage you to forward any information that would provide wonderful opportunities for our students
by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Catch the Next
Student Opportunities

Date

Activity

Activity Description

9/23/2019

Article

Loan Forgiveness Article
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2019/09/05/how-to-get-700million-of-student-loan-forgiveness/#2ed085d05801

9/23/2019

Fellowship

Texas Tribune Fellowships
https://www.texastribune.org/jobs/editorial-fellowship/

9/23/2019

9/23/2019

Internship
Program

Texas Historical Internship Program

Internship
Program

GMT Internship Program

https://www.thc.texas.gov/about-us/job-openings/internship-program
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https://www.anheuser-busch.com/careers/student-programs/internship.html
9/23/2019

Travel
Scholarship

Free Travel Scholarship
https://studentbigshow.nrf.com/free-travel-application

White House Releases Federal Agencies Internship Opportunity Bank
The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics has released its Federal Agencies Internship
Opportunity Bank. This opportunity bank lists internship opportunities from federal agencies across the country.
If you are interested in interning for the federal government, this opportunity bank is a good starting point to see
what each federal agency offers.

Students Share First Year in College Experiences
This summer, the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics is sharing students' experiences
in their first year in college. Their stories can be found here. Each week, a new story will be posted.
• On the Road to College: Exploring
• Discovering a Personal Journey
•

and Taking Chances

Falling into Place

Apprenticeship Programs Open Doors
Work-based learning adds an important new dimension to the education tool kit — one that is engaging for
learners, cost effective for employers, and starts to tackle the problem of rising student loan debt. Apprenticeship
is an effective way to start high school students and other youth on a career pathway that leads to good wages and
opportunities for advancement.
Learn more about apprenticeships at

https://www.apprenticeship.gov/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=

Private Student Loans Sometimes Cover the Gap
Private student loans can cover the gap between what you need for school and any federal student aid you receive,
including grants, loans and work-study pay, as well as how much you can afford to pay toward your school
expenses. This guide explains how private student loans work, their advantages and drawbacks, and what you
should look for when you’re shopping for private student loans. See the guide at
https://loans.usnews.com/student-loans
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Form Your Future Offers Free Resources for FAFSA Completion
Form Your Future® is a national campaign from the National College Access Network to increase FAFSA
completion by high school seniors, specifically low-income students and students of color. These students are
less likely to apply for financial aid, even though they could benefit from it most.
The Form Your Future website includes the following free resources to support college access advisers, teachers,
school counselors, and others who assist with FAFSA completion:
• The #FormYourFuture FAFSA Completion Tracker, which displays weekly data about the percentage of
high school students who have completed the FAFSA by state, city, school district, and high school.
• A "How to Fill Out the FAFSA" guide addressing the most common challenges for low-income students.
• Short stories about effective FAFSA completion practices and resources from around the country.
• Social media messages for use in outreach to students.
• A listing of key FAFSA completion resources in each state.
For more information, please visit our blog. If you have any questions about FYF, contact Kelly Mae Ross
(rosskm@collegeaccess.org), NCAN’s communications manager.

Professional Development Opportunities

The following professional development opportunities highlight Ascnder and funding opportunities, conference
opportunities, and information for theory, research and practice. I encourage you to forward any information that
would provide wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Catch the Next
Staff Opportunities
Date
8/26/2019

Activity
Grants

Activity Description
Grants for Ed Tech (Faculty)
https://www.kajeet.net/extracurricular/10-new-grants-for-ed-tech

8/26/2019

Database

UT Austin Latina/Latino Studies Chicano Database

8/26/2019

Link

Meet Xicanaa PhD
http://voyagela.com/interview/meet-irene-sanchez-ph-d-xicana-ph-dmama-educator/

8/26/2019

Link

https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/latina_latino_studies

New Hire Ed Technology
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http://voyagela.com/interview/meet-irene-sanchez-ph-d-xicana-ph-dmama-educator/
AAHHE Conference Fellowships Award Opportunity!
https://www.aahhe.org/
Student Opportunities
Scholarships
https://remezcla.com/lists/culture/five-college-scholarships-for-latino-2020spring-semester/?rtw

8/26/2019

Scholarships

8/26/2019

Internship

8/26/2019

Program

Free Computer Science Ed Program
https://t.co/jFWmHxf7rp

8/26/2019

Program

Atlantic Media Fellowship
https://atlanticmedia.applytojob.com/apply/trFowJ7g0Y/Editorial-FellowshipJanuary-2020

Paid Internship Position

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBlVfIflRlyPMSKiVhWEzpjQmUe9
UgmM2IYEaqX1vj97C_-g/viewform

Baldrige Performance Excellence Program Seeks Candidates for Fellows
The Baldrige Performance Excellence Program is seeking qualified candidates for the 2020 Baldrige Executive
Fellows Program, a one-year, nationally ranked leadership development experience designed to facilitate
dialogue on all aspects of leadership and how it relates to a visionary focus, strategy, operational excellence,
customer and employee engagement, and sustainability. The program is for C-suite-level executives or
accomplished leaders who report to the most senior leader in their organizations. For more information, go to
https://www.nist.gov/baldrige/products-services/baldrige-executive-fellows-program

NAHLS Calls for Abstracts
The National Association of Hispanic and Latino Studies will host its national conference in Dallas February 1722, 2020. This conference is expected to have more than 2,000 attendees. Abstracts, not to exceed two (2) pages,
should be submitted that relate to any aspect of the Hispanic, Latino or Chicano experience. For more information,
go to https://www.naaas.org/national-conference-2/

Office of Postsecondary Education Seeks Peer Reviewers
The Office of Postsecondary Education administers a variety of both domestic and international grant and
fellowship competitions throughout the year and is always looking for specialists (especially in STEM) to serve
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as peer reviewers, in order to identify the most qualified grant applicants. Click here for FAQs and instructions
on how to apply. If you have a preference, indicate which program you are most interested in.

Achieving the Dream Annual Conference Calls for Proposals
Contribute to the national conversation. Become part of the program at the DREAM 2020, Achieving the Dream’s
16th Annual Conference, February 18-21 in National Harbor, Maryland. ATD is gathering leaders and
practitioners from across the country to convene in February to identify and address issues that are critical to
improving success for all students. Submit a proposal to present a Concurrent Session or present during the
informative and fast-paced 20x20 Presentations. Present your work before 2,300 experts, policy-makers,
investors, thought-leaders, and practitioners from more than 300 colleges throughout the country who gather to
engage in an exchange of ideas about evidence-based reform strategies.
Reserve a slot for a 20x20 Presentation here. 20x20 Presentation proposals are due November 15, 2019.

Accelerating Latino Student Success (ALASS) Institute Occurs in October
The ALASS Institute is a day-long Institute that provides the opportunity to learn from innovative professionals,
share effective institutional strategies, powerful analysis, and exchange experiences using results-oriented
solutions to accelerating Latino student success.
The featured session at the Leadership Luncheon is the “Role of Institutional Leaders for Latino Student Success.”
Colleges and universities serve as the training ground for the future workforce and civic leadership of this country.
During this year’s ALASS Leadership Luncheon leaders will share their perspectives about intentionally shaping
campus learning environments to better SERVE Latino students while preparing all students to thrive in 2020 and
beyond. Speakers include
Irma Becerra, President, Marymount University
Monte Perez, President, Los Angeles Mission College
Diana Natalicio, President, The University of Texas at El Paso
Moderator: Sarita Brown, President, Excelencia in Education

Report Provides Best Practices for Financial Literacy
The U.S. Department of the Treasury released a report on behalf of the Financial Literacy and Education
Commission (FLEC). The report, Best Practices for Financial Literacy and Education at Institutions of Higher
Education, provides recommendations for higher education institutions to deliver effective financial literacy
education and resources to help students make informed decisions and avoid pitfalls associated with financing
education. Read more.

Report presents “The Condition of Education 2019”
The National Center for Education Statistics released The Condition of Education 2019, a congressionally
mandated report to the country on education in America today. The report presents 48 indicators under four areas:
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pre-primary, elementary, and secondary education; postsecondary education; population characteristics and
economic outcomes; and international comparisons.
For a snapshot of key information, check out the “At a Glance” and “Highlights” links.

TX Public Higher Education Almanac Highlights Progress Toward 60x30TX Goals
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) launched its ninth annual Texas Public Higher
Education Almanac today as part of the agency’s efforts to promote transparency and accountability among Texas
public institutions of higher education. The 2019 Almanac provides higher education facts and performance data
that allow users to compare Texas public higher education institutions. The data provide a snapshot of Texas’
progress in achieving goals of the state’s higher education plan, 60x30TX. The Almanac draws from data in the
agency’s accountability system -- long recognized as a “best practice” national model for higher education
performance data. “The 2019 Higher Education Almanac shows where we stand today in meeting the 60x30TX
goals,” said Commissioner of Higher Education Raymund Paredes. “As the data on developmental education and
college readiness starkly demonstrate, Texas has some tough numbers to overcome if the state is to reach our
goals. But there is ample justification for optimism. The Texas legislature is considering major reforms for K-12
education that would significantly improve college readiness and encourage more high school graduates to enroll
in our public colleges and universities. For all our challenges, Texas is on track to achieve the goals of 60x30TX.”
The THECB and the Texas Higher Education Foundation would like to thank all those who dedicated their time,
effort and resources to produce this year’s almanac. Investment in both the almanac and the 60x30TX.com website
reflects a continued commitment to help ensure data-driven policy discussions and decisions in Texas.

New Curriculum Available for Instructors
Everyone Can Create teaches students to develop and communicate ideas through video, photography, music, and
drawing. And it gives teachers fun and meaningful ways to bring these skills into any lesson, topic, or assignment.
Check it out at https://www.apple.com/education/everyone-can-create/

Texas Affordable Baccalaureate Grant Program Requests Proposals
The College for All Texans Foundation is soliciting proposals from Texas postsecondary institutions to develop
and implement new Texas Affordable Baccalaureate (TAB) programs. The TAB is an innovative model and bold
solution for many challenges facing higher education. First-generation, underprepared, low-income, and working
adult students, all part of higher education’s “new normal,” need non-traditional and affordable postsecondary
options. The TAB program is designed to deliver just that. Through a combination of competency-based and
traditional courses, online and in-person instruction, and alternative low-cost tuition structures, TAB offers an
accessible bachelor’s degree that can save students thousands of dollars and semesters of time.
Visit the College For All Texans Foundation web page for more information on how to submit a proposal for
funding https://college4texans.org/tab/
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Opportunities for Fully Funded Masters and PhD Scholarships

_______________________________________________________________________________

Catch the Next Program Partners

________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Catch the Next Colleges

South Texas College
Mid Valley Campus, Weslaco
Pecan Campus, McAllen
Starr Campus, Rio Grande City
Alamo Colleges, San Antonio
Palo Alto College
Northeast Lakeview College
San Antonio College
Austin Community College, Austin
Highland Campus
Riverside Campus
Hays Campus
South Campus
____________________________________________________________________
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About Our Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Ascender Scholars
Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to:
Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor in Chief or Debra McBeath, Editor.
Submissions: maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
debra.mcbeath@catchthenext.org

Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, CTN; Lydia CdeBaca; CTN; Megan Diaz , ACC; Magdalena Short, ACC
Journalism Intern; Itzayanna Lopez, STC Starr campus Journalism Intern; Laurie Coleman, SAC; Anna Alaniz,
STC Starr campus; and Esmeralda Macias, STC Mid-Valley campus.

“The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Greater Texas
Foundation, or any director, officer or employee thereof.”

Support CTN by donating to our organization, bringing CTN to your
campus or joining us for training. For more information, go to
https://www.catchthenext.org/
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