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Catch the Next and other nominees in Washington DC for Celebration    CTN Fall Institute attendees with Sonia Nazario 

 

October: A Month of Travel and Togetherness for CTN Famila 

For the Catch the Next familia, the busy month of October began with a trip for CEO Dr. Chavez and CTN staff 

for the Celebración de Excelencia in Washington DC. CTN and its partner colleges, Austin Community 

College, El Paso Community College, Palo Alto Community College and South Texas College, were nominated 

for the Examples of Excelencia Award. Together we earned it, and together we are honored.  

CTN staff traveled to San Antonio for the fall institute where CTN faculty and students convened to hear 

informative and inspirational speakers, such as Pulitzer-Prize winning author, Sonia Nazario, who touched our 

hearts with the story of Enrique’s journey. Participants also received information regarding DACA, 

demographics for Hispanics in Texas, innovative technology and much more. Together we stay informed and 

inspired.   

October is also the month when most CTN site visits occur. Site visits are an opportunity to reconnect with or 

meet new colleagues and see what is happening on other campuses. Visiting classrooms, meeting with students 

and sitting down with campus administrators allow us to gather and share best practices from all our campuses.  

Together we learn and grow.  

On CTN campuses across the state, students are traveling to university campuses and gathering for Noche de 

Familia and other fall activities. They are creating the strong bonds that make familia, which is the true heart of  

our organization.  Together we encourage and celebrate. Together we create memories.  

Together we are family. 
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STC Starr Campus Hosts Successful Noche de Familia 

South Texas College (Starr Campus) held their Noche de Familia on Tuesday, October 18
th

. About 70 

individuals attended, including parents and students. Both students and their parents received information on the 

details of the Dream Catchers Program. Guest speaker, Farah Guerrero, former Dream Catcher student who 

recently graduated with her Bachelors in Business Administration from the University of Texas of Rio Grande 

Valley, spoke to the students and their parents about her setbacks and her successes. Dr. Anna B. Alaniz, Dream 

Catcher Instructor and Cindy Y. Marroquin, Dream Catchers Program Student Success Specialist, worked 

together to have a successful Noche de Familia for the Dream Catchers Program familia. 

   
 Ana Alaniz explains the Dream Catcher mission to the large audience at STC Starr County Campus’ Noche de Familia. 

 

    
Ana Alaniz with some of her CTN students at Noche de Familia. 

        
              Cindy Marroquin with some of her CTN students at Noche de Familia.                                        Dr. Montiel  

       
Students and their families 
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PAC CTN Club Officers Traveling to National Convention 

Palo Alto CTN club president, Ashley Dovalina, and club secretary, Paola Ortiz, have received a full 

scholarship to attend the National Student Leadership Diversity Convention, November 2-5, in New York. This 

convention is the largest national gathering of student leaders and advisors to address the most critical topics of 

diversity and social justice challenging campuses today. (See next month’s newsletter for complete coverage of this 

and PAC student, Daniel Vega’s attendance at the HACU conference in San Diego, CA) 

ACC Dream Catchers Tour Texas State University 

Austin Community College CTN students from 3 campuses- Highland Learning Center, Riverside, and South 

Austin Campus- visited Texas State University on October 26
th

.   A total of 76 students and ten chaperones, 

including instructors and advisors went on the trip. There were also representatives from the Transfer Academy 

who were able to provide information on the transfer process.   

Students had the chance to tour the facilities, see student activity on campus, and ask questions about 

admissions. They also had the opportunity to experience lunch at one of the student cafeterias, Harris Dining 

Hall. Many of the CTN students expressed interest in transferring to Texas State; and for many of them, it was 

the first time they had visited a four year institution. 
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STC Mid-Valley Campus Celebrates Noche de Familia 
By Intern Milagros Carrera 

The STC Mid-Valley Dream Catchers’ Club held their Noche de Familia on October 26. Students gathered 

with their families for a formal dinner and presentation. Mr. Daniel Montez, Weslaco Campus Site 

Coordinator, welcomed the audience to the event. Psychological Sciences Chair, Janene Israel, followed with 

a brief overview of the Dream Catchers’ successes. CTN instructors Macias, Chapa, and Moreno discussed 

the importance of obtaining a degree. They emphasized the Catch the Next mission, which is to increase the 

number of underserved students who enroll in a two year college and transfer to a four year university.   

  
Students and their families enjoy dinner at Mid Valley’s Noche de Familia. 

 

     
Instructors pose with Mr. Montez, Mid-Valley Administrator. Dr. Price, Dept, Chair, talks.        Dessert is ready.  

STC Pecan Campus Students Attend Noche de Familia  

   
Students pose with instructors at Noche de Familia.    Students, family and staff play loteria.       Cerda, Ochoa & student 
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Over 300 STC Dream Catchers Listen to Sandoval’s Presentation 
 

Those students lucky enough to have them, came into the auditorium folding up their umbrellas. Others came in 

brushing off the rain water from their clothes and shaking it from their hair. However, the venture into 

inclement weather was worth it for those who braved the on again/off again pouring rain and the startling, loud 

claps of thunder.  

Author, film maker, and CTN Director of Productions, Valentin Sandoval, was 

greeted by audiences as large as 125 students who came to hear him read his 

poems and show his videos as part of STC’s Hispanic Heritage month’s author 

readings and activities.  Over a span of two days, Sandoval presented on three 

STC campuses: Mid-Valley, Starr, and Pecan. A total of over 300 students saw 

his presentation. He also presented to classrooms while he was there. 

Sandoval read a selection of poems from his first published book, South Sun 

Rises: A Bilingual Poetic Narrative of the Borderland. He introduced his first 

reading with a brief discussion about borders. “We cross borders every day, 

some are geographical and some are psychological. Those in your head are the most interesting,” he said. 

His poem “El Coyote/The Coyote” was the powerful telling of his mom crossing the border led by a coyote and 

her near death. She was saved by the coyote, but, in saving her, he died.  This poem aroused empathy from 

Gracie, Starr campus student, who said, “I think about how he must have felt when his mom told him that.” 

Another student, Jessica, said that she appreciated him giving back to the community through his presentations. 

She added that “his mom’s story is my grandfather’s story.” 

A student from every audience asked Sandoval how his family felt about 

the book, which he said was somewhat about neglect and abuse.  He 

answered that his sister thought he had revealed too much, but that he 

“needed to make mental connections between himself and his spirit and 

writing was the way to do that.”  

 

A student also asked how old he was when he wrote his first poem. Sandoval answered that he was 16 and “in 

love with a girl who wasn’t in love with him.” He wrote the poem to impress her. The student followed up with, 

“Did you get her?”  Amid the laughter, Sandoval replied, “Yes, two years later.” The audience applauded. 

Sandoval read a poem, first in English and then in Spanish, about his father who he never knew because he died 

when Sandoval was young. One student, Genesis, commented that she liked that 

Sandoval spoke both languages, saying, “He is one of us. He comes from where 

we come from.”Sandoval showed a video of a hip hop artist, Myrlin, performing 

“I Hope It Don’t Make Me Famous.” There was a discussion that followed about 

why fame can be bad. Sandoval encouraged the audience to “know who you want 

to be, stay connected to yourself and what you value.”He spoke about the various 

authors and artists that he has worked with and “the romantic perception of 

suffering for your art or craft.” He said that “you’re supposed to have your cake and eat it, too.” He added that 

his goal was to “up the number of Latino stories in the world.”  

Sandoval stayed after every presentation to pose for pictures, answer questions, sell books and autograph them. 
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Mid–Valley Campus 

     
A student asks a question.                                 A large crowd came to hear Sandoval.      Students listen attentively. 

     
Valentin shows his video.               Instructor Juan Ochoa and students listen.        Valentin poses for pictures. 

 

Starr Campus 

   
Sandoval presents in Dr. Alaniz’s class first.         Another large group in attendance                        Sandoval reads poetry.  
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 Students watch Sandoval’s video.          Dr. Alaniz and her students pose with author Sandoval.          Book signing 

Pecan Campus 

   
Valentin prepares to present to a class.            Posing with Instructor A. Cerda and students   Reading poetry to students 

    
Another large crowd gathers to listen.                  Valentin answers students’ questions after the presentation. 

 EPCC CTN Students Attend Presentation by Quinones 

Several EPCC CTN students and instructors attended a mentor’s dinner and program titled “Honoring Our 

Heritage and Building Our Future” held on September 15. The keynote speaker for the event was John 

Quinones, who is the anchor for the program “What Would You Do?”  Quinones has won several national 

Emmy Awards during his 35 years with ABC News.  

Quinones shared in his presentation that he was told he would not be able to be on television because of his 

accent. Students reacted to his Quinones’ determination to overcome this obstacle. Joey said he was impressed 

that Quinones worked day and night to lose his accent. “It’s like the one person stopping you, is you,” he added. 
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Another student, Edgar, liked how Quinones dressed up like a poor person, even though he was already famous, 

to talk to workers and help them form a union.  

    
      Students and their instructors at Quinones’ dinner.                   EPCC instructors and staff pose with Quinones. 

STC Starr Campus Students Participate in Fall Festival 

STC Starr Campus Dream Catchers Club students participated at the annual Fall Festival on Thursday, October 

26
th

. Students were excited about participating in their first Dream Catchers Club fundraiser and raised a total of 

$130, selling different “Mexican” chips along with the assigned rides for the children. 

      
                                                  Starr Campus Students enjoy participating in the Fall Festival. 

Mid-Valley Students Participate in Hispanic Food Festival 
By Intern Milagros Carrera 

Mid- Valley Dream Catchers’ club participated in the World Languages and Humanities Department 

Hispanic Food Festival on October 12. The club made authentic foods with recipes to share. The food 

festival was organized by the Spanish faculty from Pecan and Weslaco campuses. The festival has become a 

tradition at South Texas College with 15 years of offering students an opportunity to taste dishes from 

different Spanish speaking countries. The festival also offered students opportunities to learn about the 

Hispanic culture, listen to Hispanic music, speak the Spanish language, and meet new friends. 
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Austin CC Hosts Mentor/Mentee Matching Day 

Mentor and Mentee Matching Day for Austin Community College was held on October 5
th

.  Ninety-five 

students and 75 mentors attended, and the room was packed. The event was a total success. 

                
                                          Austin Community College CTN students meet their mentors. 

        

 

EPCC Club Sponsors Fall Events 

EPCC’s Catch the Next club has sponsored several fall events beginning with 

a food and clothing donation drive, followed by a drive for donations to the 

animal shelter, and an upcoming bone marrow donation awareness drive 

scheduled for November. The club plans to sell hot dogs at their fall festival.  
 

(Left): Club president Sabina Ramos with site visit team and sponsors. 
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CTN Students in Sandra Padilla’s Class Create Mnemonic Devices 

Students in Sandra Padilla’s EDUC 1300 class on EPCC’s Transmountain Campus enhanced their knowledge 

of mnemonic devices recently by creating their own in groups/familias. The groups were given a large paper on 

which to record their mnemonic device and present it to the class. Each group presented one of the mnemonic 

devices from their textbook.  Jordan, using the strategy of “Rhymes and Rhythms, rapped his group’s 

information as his peers cheered him on.  

    

 

CTN Fall Institute Reception Showcases Award Winning Writers 

“Your students can rock this world” read the headline of the SA Express News article quoting Pulitzer Prize 

winning author and keynote speaker, Sonia Nazario’s words at the CTN Fall Institute reception. Nazario spoke 

to an audience, composed mainly of CTN community college instructors and students from Palo Alto College,   

about the needs of Latino students born to immigrant parents, from help in choosing classes to coping with the 

worry of possible separation from their parents who could be deported. She also told the audience that now 

more immigrants are arriving from Central America than from Mexico.  

Nazario, who attended college at the urging of her high school boyfriend, shared her educational journey with 

the audience. She was one of only five Latino students at Williams College, where she nearly flunked out; but 

she asked for help and graduated with honors. She later earned her a master’s degree from U of C, Berkeley. 

 

(Follow this link to view the SA Express News article: 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=2032236103662404&id=1411929232359764) 

 

CTN CEO, Dr. Chavez opened the reception welcoming the audience and, with the help of Diane Lerma and 

Roxanne Franco, presented the Luminaria award to three recipients: Palo Alto College president, Dr. Flores; 

CTN Director of Professional Development, Allegra Villarreal; and Dr. Francisco Cigarroa, UTSAHC pediatric 

transplant surgeon, former Yale Corporation member and  Chancellor of the University of Texas At Austin. 

Dr. Flores, PAC president, and member of the CTN board of Directors also welcomed the audience and told 

them he would like to see the CTN program expanded on his campus and possibly into high schools as well. He 

commented that “it is all about the opportunities we offer our students.” 

Flor y Canto performers included conjunto music by Juan Tejeda and Armando Tejeda and readings by 

Fernando Flores and Jesus Cardon, Voces Cosmicas. Poet Laureate of Texas, Laurie Anne Guerrero’s, reading 

included a new poem which was written for San Antonio’s tricentenniel.  

The Fall Institute is sponsored by the Greater Texas Foundation, The Meadows Foundation, and the Texas 

Higher Education Coordinating Board. 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=2032236103662404&id=1411929232359764
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 Chavez provides CTN information.      Flores welcomes audience        Flores, Villarreal, and Cigarroa receive awards. 

    
Lydia CdeBaca           S. Nazario addresses the audience.       Jesus Cardona reads his poetry.     Flores reads poetry. 

    
Guerrero Laurie   Rosalinda Garcia and  Guerrero       Juan and Armando Tejeda      PAC students attend the reception. 

 

CTN Fall Institute Delivers Informative Sessions for Participants 

The Catch the Next Fall Institute was held on October 25 and 26 at the Hotel Indigo Riverwalk in San Antonio. 

Approximately 30 people attended the two-day workshop that focused on strengthening the college teams and 

giving participants the opportunity to troubleshoot issues they face at this stage in the program. Sessions were 

offered for the math, learning frameworks, and English instructors and well as sessions addressing issues such 

as DACA, the immigrant experience, team dynamics, advising and mentor engagement. 

Day one of the institute began with participants introducing themselves and using the first letter of their first 

name to tell what they do on their campus or with their job. CTN CEO, Dr. Chavez, then shared updates in 

regards to the program and how CTN plans to meet the needs of HB2223 and the challenges of the new TSIA 

policy. Allegra Villarreal, CTN Director of Professional Development, followed with a session covering the 
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change cycle and how it can be used to inform team interactions and help students start strong in their first 

semester.  

     
CEO, Dr. Chavez, shares updates.    Lucia creatively introduces herself.         Erin shares info.    Allegra discusses change. 

   
Participants look for and share changes that their partners have made. 

A presentation on Dreamers and the future of DACA by Maria del Carmen de Luna-Jones, offsite coordinator 

for Alamo Colleges, and Elizabeth Almanza, BIA accredited representative was next. Participants learned ways 

to continue to support undocumented students in their college and career aspirations. Almanza updated the 

audience on DACA deadlines and spoke about the rights everyone has to remain silent, to be represented and to 

fight their case. De Luna-Jones told the audience to be wary of using the term “sanctuary college” as it puts a 

red flag on the institution. She also told the audience what to do if ICE should come on campus and told them to 

follow protocol and “be prepared to take care of students.”  

One breakout session following the break covered financial literacy in the classroom presented by Roxanne 

Franco, CTN Projects Manager, in which participants explored best practices for introducing the topic of money 

in the learning frameworks classroom while supporting students’ work in their math classes. Another session 

led by Lydia CdeBaca, CTN Director of TLFSS, covered contextualized curriculum design and how to 

intentionally design a vocabulary that students can use both in college and career.  

   
Elizabeth Almanza gives a DACA update.             Maria de Luna-Jones         Dr. Richard Armenta asks a question. 
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    Roxanne Franco        Lydia CdeBaca           Participants learn about intentional and contextualized curricular design. 

 

Lunch 

   
                        Participants enjoy catching up with one another and meeting new members of the familia. 

 

 After lunch, participants attended breakout sessions focused on a variety of topics. Diane Lerma, CTN Trainer 

and instructor at PAC, led participants in activities designed to help build community and validate student 

experiences in the learning frameworks classroom. Debra McBeath, CTN Director of Communications, 

discussed place-based learning and used Laurie Ann Guerrero’s Ted Talk as a basis for an introductory lesson. 

Lydia CdeBaca led mathematics instructors in exploring ways metacognition and mathematical mindsets can be 

used in the classroom to strengthen students’ academic skills and transform their view of their own abilities. 

At 2 pm participants regrouped for Pulitzer Prize winning author Sonia Nazario’s presentation which explored 

the immigrant experience through discussion of her book, Enrique’s Journey.  She talked about Enrique’s 

experience, her experience, and what educators can do to help immigrants and first-generation students 

overcome the legacy and specter of separation. Sonia shared with the audience how and when she decided to 

become a journalist-“a truth teller”- at the age of 14 in Argentina. She told about her difficulty in college and 

the realization that the other students were not smarter, just better prepared. She knew then that she had to find a 

mentor. At 21, she became the youngest person hired at the Wall Street Journal.  She came to believe that a 

certain kind of story telling matters. Stories that showed complexity-shades of gray-with universal themes such 

as loss, home, and redemption moved her on an emotional level. 

She also shared with participants the way the story Enrique’s Journey began, with Carmen who cleaned her 

house. She found out that Carmen left 4 children behind in Guatamala with their grandmother, and she had not 

seen them in 12 years. She came to the United States to work and send money home because in Guatamala, she 

was able to feed her children once on most days. She told Sonia about feeding them sugar water to ease their 

hunger and, to keep their stomachs from growling, she told them to sleep on their stomachs.  She urged the 

audience to ask themselves as she asked herself, “What choice, Sonia, would you make?” Stay or go?  
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Nazario gave the audience facts and figures on children coming to the US from countries other than Mexico and 

she told how she rode the trains with the immigrant children as part of her research for her book. 

   
Sonia Nazario shares with participants her story of riding the trains to the US.   Nazario receives a standing ovation. 

   
Sonia Nazario signs and discusses her book, Enrique’s Journey, with participants. 

After a break, participants met with their campus groups to discuss issues at the halfway point in the training 

and afterwards wrote reflections for the day.  

    
Palo Alto College                                      Austin Community College                       El Paso Community College 

        
Particpants end the first day writing reflections about the sessions, speakers, and the information provided.   
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Day two of the institute began with answering questions and reading reflections from the previous day. 

Comments from participants included “ The presentation on Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario blew me 

away. It was so inspiring and so sad. I was so overcome at one point, I almost had to walk out.  The speaker 

brought to our attention the strugggles, hardships, pain and suffering these children go through. I never 

imagined any of this,” wrote Yolanda Reyna. Sanrda Padilla commented, “As always, CTN training has been 

motivational and inspirational. I enjoy the opportunity to reconnect with my college support team as well as 

with the state-wide team that offers the opportunity for growth within the classroom  and outside of it. As I 

reconnect with my own culture, I am able to gain the creativity to allow my students to grow as well.”  

Next Rogelio Saenz, Dean of the College of Public Policy at UTSA, used demographics to tell the story of 

inequity. His highly informative slide show presentation  began with his background  growing up in Mercedes 

and his educational journey with began at Pan American University and continued on to Iowa State. He told the 

audience he first had to find out where Ames, Iowa was. He also told particpants that the Hispanic population 

in Ames was .9 percent, but he stayed and received his doctorate there. From there he went to work at Texas 

A&M and then to UTSA. He then shared demographics and charts showing the growth of the Hispanic 

population and the decrease in the Anglo population. He also talked about the reality of the schisms in politics 

in Texas and the need to register more Hispanic voters. 

After the break, Allegra and Rosa Rodriguez-Alvarez, Assistant Dean of Student Services at ACC, spoke to the 

audience about deep listening and how it can be used to help address the personal issues students face outside 

of the classroom. Rodriguez-Alvarez discussed the role of the counselor on campus as opposed to the role of an 

advisor. She gave tips to non-counselors on how best to handle students who come to them with problems. She 

said she tells her CTN students, “The wonderful thing about Catch the Next, is that you have a group of people 

wanting you to succeed.” 

The final session for the morning, was presented by Allegra and Roxanne. The session looked at how 

mentorship can be intergrated in classwork across disciplines. Their session included popcorn reading of an 

article by Soledad O’Brien and a discussion of “lucky mentors”  that come your way . 

     
Saenz shows demographics.   Rodriguez-Alvarez    Allegra talks about listening.    Lydia comments on the presentation.                                   

 

    
          R. Franco           Responding to the prompt        Diane practices active listening.      Popcorn reading about mentors 
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Following lunch, several mini-sessions were offered by Allegra, Lydia, Roxanne, Stacy Ybarra, Director of 

Student Engagement, and Valentin Sandoval, Director of Video Projects. The sessions covered the innovative 

use of technology for students and teachers. 

Ralph Castillo, Director of Publications, enthusiastically presented the last session offering participants ways to 

author and publish their experiences.  

Partipants then met with their campus teams to debrief.  

    
     S. Ybarra, V. Sandoval and L. CdeBaca share their innovative uses of technolgy.      R. Castillo talks about publishing.   

 

 

CTN Introduces Journalism Intern, Milagros Carrera 
 

Milagros Carrera is a 21-year-old in her sophomore year at South Texas College. On hot summer days, 

Milagros enjoys fishing and spending time with her loved ones. Some of her most 

precious hobbies are traveling, reading, and volunteering her time at the Delta Highway. 

She is part of the Dream Catchers program and believes the program has helped her 

connect with other students and grow as a person. She also states that this program has 

helped her become more focused on her career goals. It has opened her eyes to more 

opportunities, and now she is involved in other career organizations as well. Milagros is 

majoring in criminal justice because she believes in justice for all. She hopes and 

dreams to one day work for the federal government. After Milagros acquires an 

associate degree in the criminal justice field, she will pursue a B.A. in criminal justice at 

Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas 

 

CTN Introduces Journalism Intern, Samantha Aguilar 

Samantha Aguilar is 19 years old and is currently enrolled at South Texas College where she is finishing her 

associates in biology. She is part of the Dream Catchers Club where she has met great mentors who have guided 

her in the right direction in her college journey and given her more confidence in 

knowing what she wants to do in her future. She says she has learned great techniques to 

help in her educational journey. She is a very passionate person who enjoys helping 

others and wants to become a physical therapist. She plans to get a bachelor’s degree in 

Exercise Science, gain good experience, and then work hard to get her Masters. Her 

hobbies are to work out and live a healthy lifestyle. She enjoys spending time with her 

family and going out with friends. She is also really determined and knows that life 

sometimes puts obstacles in your way; but by working hard and really committing to her 

studies, she can truly do what she wants to do in life. 
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Save the Date: Thursday, November 16 at 3:00pm (CST) for the November Teaching and 

Learning for Student Success Monthly Webinar to Feature Angela Valenzuela 

 
Angela Valenzuela received her Bachelor’s degree in English from Angelo State 

University, a Master’s in Sociolinguistics from the University of Texas at Austin, 

and a Master’s and Ph.D. in Sociology from Stanford University. 

Valenzuela is a professor in both the Educational Policy and Planning Program 

within the Department of Educational Leadership and Policy at the University of 

Texas at Austin and holds a courtesy appointment in the Cultural Studies in 

Education Program within the Department of Curriculum & Instruction. She also 

serves as the director of the University of Texas Center for Education Policy 

(TCEP). Valenzuela also currently directs the National Latino/a Education Research 

and Policy (NLERAP) project. NLERAP’s specific goal is to establish a 

community-based, university- connected teacher educator pipeline for Latina and 

Latino high school youth in six sites throughout the country. With support from a fifteen-month, $300,000.00 

grant from the Ford Foundation to the University of Texas at Austin Texas Center for Education Policy, she 

spearheads the planning phase of these institutes and developing a research agenda that will have local-, state-, 

and national-level policy implications for addressing the vexed Latino/a education student and teacher pipeline 

with a focus on the kinds of programmatic elements, policies, and curriculum development, that needs to be in 

place for the effective preparation of teachers. 

Her research and teaching interests are in the sociology of education, race and ethnicity in schools, urban 

education reform, educational policy and immigrant youth in schools. She is the author of Subtractive 

Schooling: U.S. Mexican Youth and the Politics of Caring and Leaving Children Behind: How “Texas-style” 

Accountability Fails Latino Youth. She has also served as co-editor of the Journal of Qualitative Studies in 

Education. 

Valenzuela is also co-founder of Academia Cuauhtli and a member of Nuestro Grupo, offering bilingual, 

culturally relevant pedagogy for children and parents for East Austin elementary schools. Some of her work and 

current ideas can be found on her blog, Educational Equity, Politics, and Policy in Texas. 

 

Remember that if you have not registered for the webinar series for the new academic year, you can still do so 

by following the link below, entering your email information, and following the instructions in the 

corresponding email: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7336155268859228929 

 

Stay tuned to Facebook and Twitter for more updates and information for a smooth webinar experience. If you 

have any questions, please contact Lydia CdeBaca lydia.cdebaca@catchthenext.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning for Student Success Webinars 

http://texasedequity.blogspot.com/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7336155268859228929
http://www.facebook.com/catchthenext
http://www.twitter.com/catchcollege
mailto:lydia.cdebaca@catchthenext.org
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Troncoso Provides Advice for Conducting 

Insightful Writing Workshops in October 

Webinar 

CTN would like to extend our appreciation to those who joined us for Sergio 

Troncoso’s October webinar, “What are the Best Practices for Conducting Writing 

Workshops?” Troncoso provided participants with insights as to the goals, both 

obvious and not-so-obvious, of successful writing workshops. He discussed, for 

instance, the importance of setting a serious tone by establishing guidelines for 

review of work. He suggests, for example, that when students read their peers’ work, they approach it on the 

first reading as a reader and on the second as an editor. Conversely, the author should think of herself as in “an 

invisible isolation booth” for the first ten minutes while receiving feedback in order to resist the temptation to 

begin defending one’s work right away. Indeed, the concept of letting constructive feedback “sit with the 

author” for a time and not being so reactive, was one that emerged throughout the session. On the whole, 

Troncoso’s webinar offered critical guidance for all instructors across the CTN network, as literacy and writing 

are cornerstones of our pedagogical approach. 

 

CTN Author Mentors, Fernando Flores and Jesse Cardona, 

Feature Poems in San Antonio 

Tricentennial  

At CTN’s recent Fall Institute, attendees were treated to the 

poetry of San Antonio’s own Voces Cósmicas poets, Fernando 

Esteban Flores and Jesse Cardona. For those in attendance, it will 

be no surprise to learn that Flores’s “Song for America V” and 

Cardona’s “Fray Damian Massanet Meets Los Pavavas on June 

13, 1691” were selected among 30 poems to represent San 

Antonio’s first 300 years. The city’s tricentennial features a poetry contest, “30 Poems for the Tricentennial,” 

sponsored by the Department of Arts and Culture of the City of San Antonio, with support from Gemini Ink. 

After considering over 300 submissions, these two were among the 30 chosen for the chapbook commemorating 

the event, Thirty Poems for the Tricentennial: A Poetic Legacy. The selected poems will be interpreted into 2D 

works of art by local artists and designers to be installed in the City of San Antonio’s Culture Commons Gallery 

for a special exhibit. 

CTN Author Scholar Norma Cantú Receives 

Awards 

CTN Author Scholar Norma Cantu recently received two awards. She was presented 

the American Folklore Society Lifetime Scholarly Achievement Award for outstanding 

accomplishments over a career of scholarship at the 2017 annual meeting on October 

18-21 in Minneapolis. She will receive her second award, the 14
th

 annual Luis Leal 

Award for Distinction in Chicano/Latino Literature, on November 7 at UC Santa Barbara.  

 

https://afsnet.site-ym.com/?page=LSAAward
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CTN Introduces New Member of CTN Familia 

Amelia Elise Torres 

Born April 14, 2017 

Daughter of PAC Instructor Lisa 
Trevino 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Article Lists Ten Sites for Scholarships 
An article in the US News and World Report magazine lists ten of the best sites for information on the billions 

of dollars available for scholarships.  

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/articles/2017-09-14/10-sites-to-kick-off-

your-scholarship-search?src=usn_tw 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities Available! Participants Wanted! 

For Students and Staff
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Achieving the Dream Offers Programs to Help Students with Financial Skills 
 

The #comm_colleges in our #WSSN Initiative are building programs to help students gain financial skills and 

stability #highered 
 https://t.co/aVEsZAKCKE 

(https://twitter.com/AchieveTheDream/status/851780834927554560?s=09) 

Article Offers Ways to Get Textbooks for Free 

Textbooks can cost students thousands of dollars. An article in US News Education offers students ways to get 

them for free such as Project Gutenberg. For more information, follow this link: https://t.co/hal4P9uG13 

 

THECB Kicks Off Generation TX 

On November 1
st
,  the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board kicks off the Generation TX (GenTX) 

Month campaign, which combines the statewide College Application and Financial Aid Awareness campaign, 

the nationwide American College Application Campaign® (ACAC) Initiative, and the 60x30TX Texas 

Challenge to Reach Higher efforts into one powerful month. GenTX Month also coincides with the opening of 

the 2018-19 FAFSA and TASFA. During GenTX Month, students at participating high schools will be assisted 

as they complete college and financial aid applications (ApplyTexas and FAFSA or TASFA) 

This year the GenTX Month goals are to have: 

• At least 1,200 Texas High Schools accept the challenge and support GenTX Month with college application 

and financial aid activities, events, and outreach 

• Every participating high school increase ApplyTexas and FAFSA applicants and completions by four 

percentage points (four percent) above the prior academic school year 

• Every eligible student (seniors) in Texas complete and submit the FAFSA or TASFA and 

an admission application through ApplyTexas to at least one institution of higher education 

The Coordinating Board provides guides, templates and resources at the Download Center 

to assist high schools, students and community-based organizations plan for an event during 

GenTX month.For more information on GenTX Month activities, visit www.GenTX.org  

 

 

Texas OnCourse Provides Professional Development 

Texas OnCourse empowers students across the state to plan a clear path to college and career success. One 

resource, Texas OnCourse Academy, is a free, competency-based professional development program for high 

school counselors, advisors, and other educators. In early August, modules were released on ApplyTexas, the 

CommonApp, and FAFSA. Recently launched were four more modules: SAT, ACT, TAFSA, and Personal 

Graduation Plans. Four new FREE @TexasOnCourse training modules for counselors and advisers! Check it 

out! #TXOC http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2 

 Even experienced counselors have something to learn from @TexasOnCourse training modules - login to 

explore: http://ow.ly/wLvm30eNzzN   @Texas OnCourse provides free training to counselors and advisers to 

help students on their paths to college and career! They just released 4 new modules on TASFA, SAT, ACT and 

Personal Graduation Plans. Check it out! http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2 

https://t.co/aVEsZAKCKE
https://twitter.com/AchieveTheDream/status/851780834927554560?s=09
https://t.co/hal4P9uG13
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMTAxLjgwMjUwNDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTEwMS44MDI1MDQxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTYyNjQ0JmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWFtYXJ0aGFjaGF2ZXpAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1NYXJpYW1hcnRoYWNoYXZlekBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://gentx.org/
http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2
http://ow.ly/wLvm30eNzzN
http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2
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THECB Seeks Applicants for Program Specialist 
 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is seeking a creative, 

energetic individual to join our College Readiness and Success (CRS) team focusing on 

initiatives supporting access, persistence, and completions for students. The Program 

Specialist oversees numerous projects and provides leadership and guidance to Texas 

institutions as they work to deliver services to current and returning students, especially those underprepared. 

The selected individual will have the opportunity to demonstrate his or her ability to provide administrative 

support, conduct research, present to diverse stakeholder groups, and consult on policy development to drive 

initiatives that together increase the college participation and completion rates in Texas. While experience 

working with postsecondary programs is a plus, applicants who are quick learners, comfortable managing 

multiple priorities and deadlines, and adaptive to changes in policy and practice are also encouraged to apply. 

 

How to Apply 

Search for job openings by clicking "Job Vacancies". Select Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board from 

the list under Organization - Company/Agency. Select “See all organizations” to locate Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board if it’s not visible. 

To submit your application for employment, select the job opening of interest, then select Apply Online. Create 

and/or Login to your on-line applicant profile and electronically submit your State of Texas Application for 

Employment. 

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Career Opportunities 

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/jobs.cfm 

18-012+Req%23957+Program+Specialist+V+Job+Vacancy+Notice.pdf 

 

Questions 

Please contact the THECB Human Resources Department, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., via email or 

phone at 512-427-6190. 

 

 

Ferris State University Provides Information Session on 

Doctorate in Community College Leadership Program 

  

In January 2018, the Doctorate in Community College Leadership program at Ferris State University will be 

launching a cohort in the Greater Houston area! 

The DCCL program is a hybrid format, with the majority occurring online. Because courses meet only four or 

five times each year, typically for just one weekend (Friday night/all day Saturday), this program should be 

attractive to community college leaders from throughout Texas. 

Visit the website 

:http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/extendedinternational/ccleadership/texas.htm. 

This also includes upcoming visits to various locations in Texas. Additional information, including our program 

brochure, is attached.  This video includes testimonials from their students. https://youtu.be/zz8a8R7CSKU 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTI2Ljc4NjM4NTMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkyNi43ODYzODUzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU0MjgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWEuY2hhdmV6QGNhdGNodGhlbmV4dC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPU1hcmlhLmNoYXZlekBjYXRjaHRoZW5leHQub3JnJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&https://capps.taleo.net/careersection/ex/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTI2Ljc4NjM4NTMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkyNi43ODYzODUzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU0MjgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWEuY2hhdmV6QGNhdGNodGhlbmV4dC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPU1hcmlhLmNoYXZlekBjYXRjaHRoZW5leHQub3JnJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/jobs.cfm
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTI2Ljc4NjM4NTMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkyNi43ODYzODUzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU0MjgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWEuY2hhdmV6QGNhdGNodGhlbmV4dC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPU1hcmlhLmNoYXZlekBjYXRjaHRoZW5leHQub3JnJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/TXHECB/2017/09/26/file_attachments/886062/18-012%2BReq%2523957%2BProgram%2BSpecialist%2BV%2BJob%2BVacancy%2BNotice.pdf
tel:(512)%20427-6190
http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/extendedinternational/ccleadership/texas.htm
https://youtu.be/zz8a8R7CSKU
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Another excellent way to dive into the specifics of the DCCL program is through webinars! If you are interested 

in the DCCL program, we encourage you to sign up for one of the following dates and times. (To register, 

email ccleadership@ferris.eduwith your webinar preference. All times are EST.) 

Wednesday, November 15 – Noon or 5 pm 

Tuesday, December 5 – 8 am or 1 pm 

The admissions committee reviews applications as they are received, so the earlier you apply, the better!  

For specific questions you can contact the program coordinator Sidney Edmonds, MBA | Program Specialist 

at SidneyEdmonds@ferris.edu 

.   

Ire’ne Lara Silva Leads Weekend Writing Retreat 

 
Ire’ne Lara Silva will lead a writing weekend retreat titled “Building a Writing Life: Getting Out of Our Own 

Way” on November 11-12 (12 noon Saturday-3pm Sunday).  

The retreat will focus on various issues that are brought up again and again in workshops but that are never the 

prime focus: How do writers handle their time and energy resources to write? How do they take care of 

themselves while writing? What is their relation to ‘a writing life’ or to the label of ‘writer’? What are 

successful strategies that are helping them move forward–and how are they getting in their own way? Along 

with writing exercises, there will be plenty of time to discuss all these issues. 

Price $225 with overnight accommodations/$175 without.  

Loma Linda, Maxwell, TX.  Email to register: irenelarasilva@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

STEM Coalition Accepts Proposals for Conference 
The Texas STEM Coalition is now taking proposals for the 11th Annual Texas STEM Conference, taking 

place February 1-3, 2018 in Galveston Texas at Moody Gardens. 

Click here to complete the proposal. Make sure to read all content provided in the form to ensure acceptance for 

your session. To find all details about the conference, please visit the STEM Conference landing page. 
 

 

mailto:ccleadership@ferris.edu
mailto:SidneyEdmonds@ferris.edu
mailto:irenelarasilva@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDy67K_hjXjMK3_MVuZbqp3EK6IBZrQvO1NbGbiUIszwoLIA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://events.esc13.net/stemconference/
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Dream Catchers - Professional Development Opportunities 
Dream Catchers - Professional Development Opportunities 

The following professional development opportunities highlight Dream Catcher grant and funding opportunities, 

conference opportunities, and information for theory, research and practice. I encourage you to forward any information 

that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team or students by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  
Thank You, 
Stacy Ybarra Evans 
Catch The Next 

Staff Opportunities 

 

Date Activity Activity Description 

10/31/2017 Reading 
Material 
 

Article on Latino Success in Postsecondary Education as focus for Excelencia 

http://diverseeducation.com/article/102728/?utm_campaign=DIV1710%20DAILY%20

NEWSLETTER%20OCT9&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua 

 

10/31/2017 Conference Teaching for Active and Engaged Learning 
https://www.lillyconferences-ca.com 
 

10/31/2017 Instructional 
Technology 

How to use Canva in the classroom 
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2016/03/how-to-use-canva-to-promote-
school.html#.WfnSK2hSzct 
 

10/31/2017 Conference 
Proposals 

NISOD Conference 

https://www.nisod.org/conference/call-for-presentations/ 

 

10/23/2017 Instructional 
Technology 

Creating Graphics in the Classroom with Crello 

http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2017/06/crello-good-option-for-creating-

graphics.html#.WfnSVGhSzcu 

 

10/31/2017 Funding Grants for Teachers 

http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2017/10/grants-for-teachers.html#.WfnSeGhSzcs 

 

10/31/2017 New Degree Master of Science in Instructional Media 
http://masters.discoveryeducation.com/ 
 

10/31/2017 Instructional 
Technology 

Creating Chatbots for the classroom 
https://getacquainted.co/ 
 

Student Opportunities 

10/31/2017 Scholarship Google Lime Scholarship 
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/the-google-lime-scholarship/ 
 

10/31/2017 Scholarship Dr. Juan Andrade Jr. Scholarship for Young Leaders 

Dream Catchers-Professional Development Opportunities 

mailto:The%20following%20professional%20development%20opportunities%20highlight%20Dream%20Catcher%20grant%20and%20funding%20opportunities,%20conference%20opportunities,%20and%20information%20for%20theory,%20research%20and%20practice.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20forward%20any%20information%20that%20would%20provide%20wonderful%20opportunities%20to%20our%20team%20or%20students%20by%20emailing%20me%20at%20stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
mailto:The%20following%20professional%20development%20opportunities%20highlight%20Dream%20Catcher%20grant%20and%20funding%20opportunities,%20conference%20opportunities,%20and%20information%20for%20theory,%20research%20and%20practice.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20forward%20any%20information%20that%20would%20provide%20wonderful%20opportunities%20to%20our%20team%20or%20students%20by%20emailing%20me%20at%20stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
mailto:The%20following%20professional%20development%20opportunities%20highlight%20Dream%20Catcher%20grant%20and%20funding%20opportunities,%20conference%20opportunities,%20and%20information%20for%20theory,%20research%20and%20practice.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20forward%20any%20information%20that%20would%20provide%20wonderful%20opportunities%20to%20our%20team%20or%20students%20by%20emailing%20me%20at%20stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
http://diverseeducation.com/article/102728/?utm_campaign=DIV1710%20DAILY%20NEWSLETTER%20OCT9&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
http://diverseeducation.com/article/102728/?utm_campaign=DIV1710%20DAILY%20NEWSLETTER%20OCT9&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.lillyconferences-ca.com/
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2016/03/how-to-use-canva-to-promote-school.html#.WfnSK2hSzct
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2016/03/how-to-use-canva-to-promote-school.html#.WfnSK2hSzct
https://www.nisod.org/conference/call-for-presentations/
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2017/06/crello-good-option-for-creating-graphics.html#.WfnSVGhSzcu
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2017/06/crello-good-option-for-creating-graphics.html#.WfnSVGhSzcu
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2017/10/grants-for-teachers.html#.WfnSeGhSzcs
http://masters.discoveryeducation.com/
https://getacquainted.co/
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/the-google-lime-scholarship/
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https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/all/dr--juan-andrade-scholarship-for-young-
hispanic-leaders/1004012 
 

10/31/2017 Scholarship Hispanic Scholarship Foundation 
https://www.hsf.net/ 
 

10/31/2017 Vision Board For Motivation: Create a vision board 
https://www.pinterest.com/scrappinmichele/vision-board-samples/ 
 

10/31/2017 Scholarship Microsoft Scholarship Program 
https://careers.microsoft.com/students/scholarships 
 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Catch the Next Program Partners 

 
 

                           
 

  
 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Catch the Next Colleges 

 
 

https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/all/dr--juan-andrade-scholarship-for-young-hispanic-leaders/1004012
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/all/dr--juan-andrade-scholarship-for-young-hispanic-leaders/1004012
https://www.hsf.net/
https://www.pinterest.com/scrappinmichele/vision-board-samples/
https://careers.microsoft.com/students/scholarships
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About Our Newsletter 

 
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Dream Catchers.   

Submissions are welcomed.  

Please send all information to:  

Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor in Chief or Debra McBeath, Editor.  

 

Submissions:  Debra.McBeath@catchthenext.org 

Or: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, Palo Alto College;  Lydia French, CTN; Intern 

Milagros Carrera; Esmeralda Macias, STC; Lucia Rodriguez , EPCC; Alejandra 

Martinez, ACC; Cindy Marroquin, STC; Angelica Cerda, STC; Adrian Guerra,  

Dream Catchers Club Historian, Mid-Valley.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Greater Texas 

Foundation, or any director, officer or employee thereof.” 
        

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Debra.McBeath@catchthenext.org
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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