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CTN: Stopping to Count Our Blessings 

In this season of thanksgiving, Catch the Next, Inc., would like to take the advice of Juan Ochoa, STC English 

instructor who said we should “stop and count our blessings.” He added that one of those blessings was “being 

able to work with such a wonderful, committed group of individuals.”  CTN gives thanks to members of our 

“familia”  (family) who have made this program a success.   

We are thankful for the commitment of our CTN Board of Directors and Advisory Board for supporting our 

organization designed to improve the educational outcomes of Latinos and other underserved- first generation 

students. In particular we want to highlight our board chair, Dr. Luzelma Canales, and our advisory board chair, 

Dr. Patricia Gandara.  We are also grateful for the vision and indomitable spirit of Dr. Maria Martha Chavez 

who leads our program. 

We are thankful for the leadership at each of our colleges, from the Presidents to the administrators leading our 

efforts.  Your vision and faith in our program has led to the success of your students. 

We are thankful for instructors and staff who believe in the program and offer much more than knowledge to 

their students. They nurture and motivate them, and in so doing, create a “home away from home.” 

We are thankful for our students, who often against the odds, have proven that success is possible with hard 

work, determination, and support from familia (family). 

We are grateful for the CTN Leadership Team: Roxanne Franco, Allegra Villarreal, Lydia Cdebaca, Daniel 

Rodriguez, Erin Doran, Rafael Castillo, Yolanda Reyna, Valentin Sandoval, Debra McBeath, Diane Lerma, 

Anna Alaniz, Dr. Ety Bischoff,  Esmeralda Macias, Angelica Cerda, Stacy Ybarra and Jorge Gomez. We are 

also grateful for our CTN Fellows, Juan Ramirez, Steven Schiefelbein.                            

We are thankful for the Scholars, Authors and Community Leadership Mentors who work with us on our 

professional development Institutes and Webinars. We are grateful for our Scholars serving on the Editorial 

Board of our Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy and for serving on our Research and Evaluation team/ Knowledge 

Development Working group and Training Institutes.  We are grateful to our sponsors: The Greater Texas 

Foundation, the Meadows Foundation and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. Without you, our 

Campaign for College Completion and Economic Development  would not be a reality. 

       CTN Honors the Life of Founder, John Siceloff and Mariana Ornelas. 

Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, celebrated on November 2, combines the ancient 

Aztec custom of celebrating ancestors with All Souls' Day and is a joyful time for 

families to gather and remember the deceased and celebrate their memory. Our CTN 

familia celebrates and honors the life of our founder, John Siceloff.  John’s legacy 

continues in the lives of our students, the dedication of our staff, and recognitions we 

have earned. We are forever thankful to John for providing the opportunity to the young 

people in our program to live their dreams, and we strive to honor him in our work.  

We also want to honor our colleague Mariana Ornelas from PAC who taught Mexican American Studies. 



  

2 

 

PAC Club Officers Travel to Leadership Convention in New York 

Palo Alto CTN club president, Ashley Dovalina, and club secretary, Paola Ortiz, attended the National Student 

Leadership Diversity Convention, November 2-5, in New York. This convention addressed the most critical 

topics of diversity and social justice challenging campuses today. 

They participated in experiential workshops, keynote sessions, and round table discussions where they explored 

various elements of diversity and how they affect them and their campuses. 

Both attended sessions that made them aware of the “diverse” dimensions of diversity,” one of the expected 

outcomes of the convention. Ashley said the convention gave her the opportunity to satisfy some of her 

curiosity about other races. Paola added that in one session of 8-9 people, she was the only Hispanic.  

In the session that dealt with family influence on race and identity, “we talked about our backgrounds. My 

background was rough and it was hard for me to tell strangers about it,” Ashley commented, “ Some people, 

however, had some of the same problems, and it was good to know that I wasn’t alone.” 

Ashley’s favorite session was titled “Diversity Is Like Inviting Every Person to the Party.” It covered topics like 

Black Lives Matter, sexual violence on campus and gender identity and was designed to have students “reflect 

on their own cultural lens to enable them to be more effective in their role” as student leaders.  Ashley felt that 

the presenter was “very open minded and didn’t hold anything back. She told it how it is.” 

Paola’s favorite session was about immigration. She was born in Mexico and she and her parents had to go 

through the process of becoming citizens. “There were questions I still wanted answered and some of the 

information was helpful for family members,” she stated.  

At the convention students were guided through workshops to begin creating a Campus Action Plan which is 

what Ashley and Paola are working on now along with the other six  PAC students who attended. Working 

together as a team, they will plan a program or event for PAC, bringing back a piece of their NSLDC 

experience to their campus. 

        
      Ashley and Paola                                Posing with their groups in New York City 

ACC Instructor Martinez and Students Attend Voto Latino Power Summit 

CTN instructor, Alejandra  Martinez, her daughter. Mariacarmen Marquez, and Dream Catcher club officer, 

Cloe Llanos attended the Voto Latino Power Summit at UT Austin on November 4
th

 and 5
th

.  More than 500 

young Latinos participated in this event where they discussed the issues impacting the Latino community, 

including the importance of political participation.  “We had the chance to network with leaders from the 

community and discovered that as Latinos we are a strong force, "Unidos Sí se Puede!” stated Martinez. 

During the morning plenary, participants listened to Senator Wendy Davis, Julian Castro, 16
th

 Secretary of 

Housing and Urban Development, and Evan Smith, Co-Founder &CEO of The Texas Tribune discuss the future 
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of Texas, which is increasingly tied to the Latino community.  Wilmer Valderrama , TV personality and 

activist, along with others in the media discussed the important role the media plays in shaping public opinion. 

Other notable figures from politics, education and entrepreneurial fields were speakers.   

Cloe Llanos reflected on the experience: 

“I grew up in a strong Latina culture. This was a very important event for me to attend because it was  

empowering to have so many Latinos in the same room who have worked hard to set themselves up with a good 

career or who are on their way to doing it.  

I met someone who works at KIPP, and  we spoke about transferring from colleges. She helps students go into a 

four-year university and offers help and support to them throughout. 

The panel we attended was about managing money. They answered a lot of questions for me. We learned about 

budgeting and building credit scores. We also talked about investing especially now that we are young.  I am 

very thankful that Alejandra invited me to join her at this event and wish more had come along. It was truly 

inspiring,  and I hope to be able to attend  more events like this.” 

   
Cloe, A. Martinez, & Mariacarmen     Julian Castro addresses the audience.        C. Llanos hopes to attend similar events.  

ACC Campuses Construct Altares for Dia de los Muertos 

CTN students on ACC campuses constructed Dia de los Muertos altares which were displayed at SAC (South 

Austin Campus) and HBC (Highland Business Center). “We did these altares to celebrate life, honor our 

ancestors and follow an ancient Mexican tradition,” commented Alejandra Martinez.  CTN students added 

personal mementos to the altar at HBC. At HBC an explanation and description of elements -pan de muerto, 

papel picado, flor de cempasuchil- was included. Students also performed an academic exercise by researching 

and writing on related topics associated with this tradition. 
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PAC Dream Catcher, D. Vega, Participates in HACU Conference 

 

Daniel Vega, former Palo Alto College CTN Club Officer, attended the national HACU conference in San 

Diego on October 28-30. Hundreds of corporate, federal, and non-profit employers along with colleges and 

universities were there to talk to undergraduate students. The   31
st
 Annual Conference was titled “Driving 

America’s Prosperity.”  

Daniel learned about the conference from his advisor, Stacy Ybarra. “If it were not for Stacy, I would not have 

applied,” he said. He added that he continues to benefit from being a Dream Catcher as he is the first CTN 

alumni to attend the conference. 

The session that impacted him the most was titled “How to Lead Teams and Empower Your Teams Lead,” 

presented by an army representative. Daniel plans to apply some of what he learned about leadership from this 

session to his work. “It is my responsibility to give directions, train, and have knowledge. Leadership does not 

just pertain to yourself; it involves a group. The group’s achievement is the goal. Taking initiative, having 

direction and having knowledge is what helps achieve your goals and defines the responsibilities of a leader,” 

he stated. 

He was mainly interested in government jobs. He spoke to the Coast Guard, but was told because he has a 

tattoo, he would not be admitted. “They are very stern on appearance,” he said. He also learned that a bad 

decision from his past will affect what he wants to do for his future, a lesson he would like to share with 

younger students. Meanwhile, he would like to become more educated about the law. 

He did some networking at the conference and met one person he is still in touch with. He said he was a little 

surprised that he could relate to someone from so far away and with different college plans.  

Information he found interesting was that future employers can find what you post on social media. “Just 

because you set it as private, does not mean that it is private,” he said. He added that future employers seem 

more interested in what you’ve done for your community than they are in your grades.  

His advice for future HACU conference attendees includes-“Look professional; network as much as possible; 

have resumes; speak up; don’t be afraid to ask questions; and this is not a vacation.”  

      
      Daniel Vega’s advice is to network as much as possible.     D. Vega attends the HACU Conference is San Diego. 
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PAC Dream Catchers Tour UTSA 
Approximately 150 Palo Alto College CTN students visited UT-San Antonio on November10. “CTN alumni, 

Juan Higa, gave the students an in-depth tour which personalized it and really resonated with our students,” said 

Dr. Dan Rodriguez, PAC instructor.   

“I had the pleasure of giving the PAC CTN students an in-depth tour of UTSA Main Campus. I was also able to 

bring my brother, Bryant (CTN Alumni), with me since he will be transferring to UTSA in the fall of 2018,” 

Juan said. 

On the tour, Juan showed the students the Business Building which has a Business Center 

that provides students with interview help and with business attire that can be rented when a 

student has a job interview.  He also showed them the 24hr library, the bookstore, and the 

recreational center (Gym).  They got to meet the UTSA Football Team as well. 

“I showed and had them sit in my 1
st
 auditorium seating classroom that holds 400 students, 

and I shared with them that UTSA is a lot harder than PAC, but that it is possible to succeed 

if they put the effort into it. I advised them to take advantage of everything CTN and PAC 

offers. For example, I compared PAC to UTSA for them on how the professors teach and the 

CTN Program Helps D. Vega Get “Out of His Comfort Zone” 

“It took me over a decade to realize that there is more than just a job; there is a career field.” 

Daniel Vega, PAC CTN student.   

Daniel’s first job after high school was in the fast food industry.  He had several jobs after that including 

one as supervisor for valet parking. “I was happy that I was making money, but I knew that it was not 

something I would look forward to for the rest of my life,” he said. 

So, at age 31, Daniel became the first in his family to enroll in college. 

When he attended New Student Orientation, the alumni who were there promoting the Catch the Next 

program really influenced him, and he joined the familia.   

“When I first joined the Catch the Next program, I was a recluse and very timid; but because I stayed with 

the same students and the same instructor, it felt like a family. I opened up and became more social.”  

Daniel also benefitted from the CTN mentor panel that showed him that it was perfectly fine to take a risk 

when it comes to education. “They are knowledgeable people who have been exactly where I am,” he 

added.   

When the position for club treasurer became vacant, he took the initiative and asked to be the replacement. 

“Being in the program and a club officer has given me more confidence in myself and allowed me to get 

out of my comfort zone,” he said. 

His confidence has allowed him to be part of a panel speaking to The Higher Education College Board and 

to receive a scholarship to attend HACU in San Diego. 

Right now Daniel works full time, goes to school and volunteers for the San Antonio Wildlife Rescue. He 

rescues injured wildlife and takes them to the rehab center for proper medical treatment. He also feeds 

them, cleans their housing, and delivers food donations to the main center in Kendalia.  

Daniel’s major is criminal justice.  He hopes to attend UTSA and eventually be a game warden. 
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tuition. I also shared with the students that they can  ask for help, and I  volunteered as a person to contact,” 

Juan added.   

“I feel having an alumni conduct the tour makes a difference because most tours are very generic and do not go 

in-depth. With this tour, I gave them a day at UTSA and shared my experiences like surviving a class with 400 

students, coffee being my best friend, and staying awake at the library for 24hrs during finals. I also shared with 

them the opportunities I’ve had with CTN (ie: going to conferences, Yale University, HACU, etc.) by taking 

advantage of what CTN and PAC had to offer and  knowing that I always had the support from the faculty like 

they have also,”  Juan commented. 
 

    

    
PAC students and faculty enjoy a UTSA tour including information from Dream Catcher alumni, Juan Higa 

 

 

STC Mid-Valley Campus Dream Catchers Busy with Fall Activities 
 

by Journalism Intern, Milagros Carrera 

 

Dream Catchers Participate in Festivals 
 

Mid-Valley Dream Catchers were part of The Living History Festival that took place at the campus pavilion on 

Tuesday afternoon, November 14
th

. Club officers and students were joined by instructors Mrs. Macias, Ms. 

Moreno and Ms. Chapa. The students sold nachos and hot Cheetos with cheese.  The event had face painting for 

the children, Mariachi music, and a tipi with cultural artifacts inside for students to observe. It was open to the 

community; everyone was invited by the host, history instructor Munoz. The Dream Catchers also stopped by 
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the booths provided with information by the history department, and were there to promote how history is an 

important piece of art.  

    
      Face-painting             Participants visit the tipi on display.               Warriors                   Students help sell nachos. 

The Mid- Valley Dream Catcher’s Club and Psychology Club participated in the Fall Festival. They sold drinks, 

popcorn, pizza, and nachos. All club members signed up throughout the night, and overall it was a success. 

  

    
STC Mid-Valley Dream Catchers enjoy the Fall Festival’s festivities. 

Instructor E. Macias’ Students Enjoy Tacos 

STC Mid Valley Dream Catchers in Mrs. Macias’ class were treated to a Taco 

Day. Both Dream Catcher classes combined and discussed team building, 

including networking and the possibilities of November and December events. 

The Dream Catchers ate their morning tacos while discussing assignments and the 

end of semester grades including where, with team effort, there might be a slight 

chance of getting an A this semester. 
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SAPD Visits Diane Lerma’s PAC Classroom 

SAPD Officers presented a program titled “Success through Respect” to CTN students in Diane Lerma’s 

classroom on November 13th and 14th. Students learned what to do if stopped by law enforcement for a traffic 

violation. The main advice was to keep their hands on the steering wheel at all times. Officers told students to 

comply now and complain later if treated unfairly. Students also watched videos illustrating action vs. reaction. 

   
 

    
Students learn from SAPD’s presentation in PAC classroom. 

Three ACC Campuses Host Noche de Familia 

Three ACC campuses, Riverside, Highland Learning Center and South Austin, celebrated their Noche de 

Familia October 9-12. Attendance was high at all three events. 

Deans from the three campuses -Riverside, Ruth Reinhart, HLC, Michael Acosta and SAC, Rosa Rodriguez 

Alvarez -welcomed families at their respective campuses. Dr. Richard Armenta addressed parents and students 

about the importance of family, and Alejandra Polcik created a presentation for parents to describe the goals of 

CTN and how parents can be part of students' success. Parents also had a chance to meet their sons and 

daughters’ mentors.   

Everybody enjoyed a great Mexican dinner, and the event closed with participants playing loteria, where 

students enjoyed prizes and dessert. 
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EPCC Hosts Noche de Familia with Keynote Speaker Rubi Santos 

EPCC hosted their Noche de Familia at the Administrative Services Center on November 9
th

. Approximately 

100 students, family members, faculty, mentors, and staff attended. The Culinary Arts students and chefs 

catered the event’s dinner. The keynote speaker was Rubi Orozco Santos, “a bilingual, bicultural health 

educator whose focus is nutrition education based on ancestral traditions. She earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Health Science from the University of Texas at El Paso, and a Master’s Degree in Public Health from the 

University of California, Berkeley. She works with community-based non-profit organizations in El Paso 

developing culturally-based health programs that aim to enhance community health and strengthen local food 

systems. She has authored numerous articles and reports linking poverty, food access, and hunger among 

marginalized populations; she also works to document and promote ancestral practices that can serve as tools of 

community resilience and health.” 

  
         Students and family pose in EPCC familia frame.                 Keynote speaker, Rubi Santos, addresses the audience. 

 

 

EPCC Fall Festival: Hotdogs, Costumes, Games, and More 
by Journalism Intern, Ivan Ramirez 

 
 

The smell of hotdogs and chili filled the air at EPCC’s Fall 

Festival on October 31
st
.  Students as well as teachers dressed 

up in costumes. Games were played and people were 

laughing. The club was united and new members joined the 

team. Teachers helped out as well. “It was a great team 

effort,” commented Director Lucia Rodriguez. English 

instructor Arturo Valdespino joked about there being an 

excess of hotdogs and that the club members would be eating 

them for days. The Fall Festival was a triumph. 
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PAC Students Chavarria and Gomez Receive Honors 
by Journalism Intern, Daniela Chavarria 

This month two PAC alumni from the 2016 cohort, Daniela Chavarria and Yailet 

Gomez, were awarded  the Spring 2017 President’s Full Time Honors. To receive 

this award, they had to be full time students with 12 hours or more and receive all 

A’s in their classes. Both students were excited to receive the award for all the hard 

work they had done that semester.  “It does mean a lot to be recognized for all the 

hard work we do and being able to celebrate it at the same time,” commented 

Daniela Chavarria. 

 

 

PAC Dream Catcher Yailet Gomez Receives TACHE Scholarship 

by Journalism Intern, Daniela Chavarria 

 

Yailet Gomez was recently awarded the TACHE Scholarship for this semester 

because of her grades and achievements at Palo Alto College. This scholarship helps 

students pursue a higher education by helping with those costs.  “I feel very thrilled 

to be receiving it because it helps me to attend a university of my choosing,” Yailet 

said. She plans to attend Texas A&M here in San Antonio next semester to pursue 

her business degree.  

 

 

CTN Introduces Journalism Intern, Ivan Ramirez 

 

Ivan Ramirez is an amateur photographer known around El Paso. He loves film and 

anything that has Martin Scorsese’s name on it. He also loves the 70’s and wished 

he grew up listening to the Rolling Stones and using old Canon film cameras. He 

loves writing but is hidden about it because he never likes what he writes. He 

makes short films and some of his writing is used in them. “I have tattoos and live 

my life like a hippie, never letting things bring me down,” Ivan said. When he 

finishes his core classes he would love to move to San Francisco and study digital 

media. He’s a soft-spoken person and lives life to the fullest! 
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Chavez and CdeBaca Present at Department of Education Conference 
 

CTN CEO, Dr. Maria Martha Chavez, and Director of TLFSS Peer Mentoring Program, Dr. Lydia CdeBaca 

presented on a panel featuring programs with an equity mission at the Department of Education’s Minority 

Serving Community Colleges Conference in Washington DC on November 14
th

 and 15
th

. The conference 

focused on identifying solutions and best practices to address the most pressing issues facing community 

college in the U.S. today. 
Fellow panelists included Dr. Aurora Bautista and Christina Lambert of Bunker Hill Community College in 

Massachusetts and President Scott Ralls and Charles Errico of Northern Virginia Community College. Although 

serving different missions, ranging from designing supports for Asian, Asian American, and Pacific Islander 

students at Bunker Hill, to increasing rates of transfer and transfer pathways at Northern Virginia Community 

College, each program demonstrated the importance of wrap-around services as a high-impact practice. Each 

program focuses on both the academic and student services components in order to serve the whole student and, 

indeed, the community. 

    
     Dr. Chavez and Dr. Cdebaca pose with fellow panelists at Dept. of  Ed. Conference in DC.        Chavez and Carranza 

 

 

 
 

Save the Date: Thursday, December 21 at 3:00pm (CST) for the December Teaching and 

Learning for Student Success Monthly Webinar to Feature Kevin Christian 

 
 Kevin A. Christian serves as the Senior Program Associate for Diversity, Inclusion 

and Equity at the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC).  

In his role, he is the staff liaison to AACC’s Commission on Diversity, Inclusion 

and Equity, and reviews national trends that affect diverse student populations. In 

addition, Christian manages AACC’s Minority Male Student Success Database, 

which highlights community college programs and initiatives that focus on 

mentoring, recruitment, persistence and completion.  

Previously, Christian was the Assistant Director for Career Services at the College 

of Southern Maryland (formerly Charles County Community College) and served as 

the co-chair for the campus Diverse Student Programs Committee.  

Teaching and Learning for Student Success Webinars 
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In addition, he serves on the Blue Ribbon Panel for the Community College Consortium for Immigrant 

Education (CCCIE) and the advisory board for the National Association for Partnerships in Equity (NAPE). 

From 2012-2014, he served on the National Advisory Committee for Improving Outcomes for Men of Color in 

Community Colleges. Currently he is a doctoral candidate in the Community College Education program at 

George Mason University.  

Remember that if you have not registered for the webinar series for the new academic year, you can still do so 

by following the link below, entering your email information, and following the instructions in the 

corresponding email: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7336155268859228929 

 

Stay tuned to Facebook and Twitter for more updates and information for a smooth webinar experience. If you 

have any questions, please contact Lydia CdeBaca lydia.cdebaca@catchthenext.org 

 

Valenzuela Surveys Ethic Studies and the 

 Grow Your Own Educator Movement in November Webinar 

CTN would like to extend our appreciation to those who joined us for Dr. Angela Valenzuela’s November 

webinar, “Ethnic Studies and Grow Your Own Educator Programs.” In the webinar, 

Dr. Valenzuela provided an overview of the impact of ethnic studies alongside the 

Grow Your Own Educator Movement, which seeks to identify engaging, thoughtful 

teachers from within the communities themselves. Bringing ethnic studies into grow 

your own sites, she explains, empowers teachers to pursue a politics of caring for 

their students and their communities. Dr. Valenzuela provided the Austin-based 

Academia Cuauhtli and its founding non-profit agency, Nuestro Grupo, as examples 

of the impact that combining ethnic studies with grow your own can have. More 

information can also be found in the volume she edited, Growing Critically 

Conscious Teachers: A Social Justice Curriculum for Educators of Latino/a Youth. 

Link to webinar: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/585067016595745537 

 

Two CTN Staff Members Publish in SA Express News 

Ralph Castillo 

CTN director of Publications and Special Projects, Ralph Castillo published an article titled “The Awesome 

Power of Sentences” in the SA Express News on November 5
th

.  The article discusses the art of the sentence and 

how “soulful sentences can transport the reader into another epoch, a faraway place, perhaps even an idyllic 

world.” Follow this link to read the entire article: http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/The-

awesome-power-of-sentences-12330774.php 

Alfredo Torres, Jr. 

CTN Copy Editor for the Journal of Pedagogy and Ideas, Alfredo Torrres, Jr.’s article published on November 

25
th

, discusses the lynching of Mexican-Americans, in particular Josefa “Chipita” Rodriguez. The article is 

titled “The Noose Plagued Mexican-Americans, Too.” 

Follow this link to read the entire article:  http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/The-

noose-plagued-Mexican-Americans-too-12381761.phpemail-mobile#photo-1446907 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7336155268859228929
http://www.facebook.com/catchthenext
http://www.twitter.com/catchcollege
mailto:lydia.cdebaca@catchthenext.org
https://www.amazon.com/Growing-Critically-Conscious-Teachers-Curriculum/dp/0807756830/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1511759722&sr=8-1&keywords=growing+critically+conscious+teachers
https://www.amazon.com/Growing-Critically-Conscious-Teachers-Curriculum/dp/0807756830/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1511759722&sr=8-1&keywords=growing+critically+conscious+teachers
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/585067016595745537
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/The-awesome-power-of-sentences-12330774.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/The-awesome-power-of-sentences-12330774.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/The-noose-plagued-Mexican-Americans-too-12381761.phpemail-mobile#photo-1446907
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/The-noose-plagued-Mexican-Americans-too-12381761.phpemail-mobile#photo-1446907
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Article Lists Ten Sites for Scholarships 
An article in the US News and World Report magazine lists ten of the best sites for information on the billions 

of dollars available for scholarships.  

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/articles/2017-09-14/10-sites-to-kick-off-

your-scholarship-search?src=usn_tw 

 

Achieving the Dream Offers Programs to Help Students with Financial Skills 
 

The #comm_colleges in our #WSSN Initiative are building programs to help students gain financial skills and 

stability #highered 
 https://t.co/aVEsZAKCKE 

(https://twitter.com/AchieveTheDream/status/851780834927554560?s=09) 

 

Article Offers Ways to Get Textbooks for Free 

Textbooks can cost students thousands of dollars. An article in US News Education offers students ways to get 

them for free such as Project Gutenberg. For more information, follow this link: https://t.co/hal4P9uG13 

 

THECB Kicks Off Generation TX 

On November 1
st
, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board kicked off the Generation TX (GenTX) 

Month campaign, which combines the statewide College Application and Financial Aid Awareness campaign, 

the nationwide American College Application Campaign® (ACAC) Initiative, and the 60x30TX Texas 

Challenge to Reach Higher efforts into one powerful month. GenTX Month also coincides with the opening of 

the 2018-19 FAFSA and TASFA. During GenTX Month, students at participating high schools will be assisted 

as they complete college and financial aid applications (ApplyTexas and FAFSA or TASFA) 

This year the GenTX Month goals are to have: 

• At least 1,200 Texas High Schools accept the challenge and support GenTX Month with college application 

and financial aid activities, events, and outreach 

• Every participating high school increase ApplyTexas and FAFSA applicants and completions by four 

percentage points (four percent) above the prior academic school year 

• Every eligible student (seniors) in Texas complete and submit the FAFSA or TASFA and an admission 

application through ApplyTexas to at least one institution of higher education 

The Coordinating Board provides guides, templates and resources at the Download Center to assist high 

schools, students and community-based organizations plan for an event during GenTX month.For more 

information on GenTX Month activities, visit www.GenTX.org  

Opportunities Available! Participants Wanted! 

For Students and Staff

https://t.co/aVEsZAKCKE
https://twitter.com/AchieveTheDream/status/851780834927554560?s=09
https://t.co/hal4P9uG13
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMTAxLjgwMjUwNDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTEwMS44MDI1MDQxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTYyNjQ0JmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWFtYXJ0aGFjaGF2ZXpAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1NYXJpYW1hcnRoYWNoYXZlekBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://gentx.org/
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Texas OnCourse Provides Professional Development 

Texas OnCourse empowers students across the state to plan a clear path to college and career success. One 

resource, Texas OnCourse Academy, is a free, competency-based professional development program for high 

school counselors, advisors, and other educators. In early August, modules were released on ApplyTexas, the 

CommonApp, and FAFSA. Recently launched were four more modules: SAT, ACT, TAFSA, and Personal 

Graduation Plans. 

Twitter: 

 Four new FREE @TexasOnCourse training modules for counselors and advisers! Check it out! 

#TXOC http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2 

 Even experienced counselors have something to learn from @TexasOnCourse training modules - login to 

explore: http://ow.ly/wLvm30eNzzN 

 Facebook/LinkedIn: 

 @Texas OnCourse provides free training to counselors and advisers to help students on their paths to college 

and career! They just released 4 new modules on TASFA, SAT, ACT and Personal Graduation Plans. Check it 

out! http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2 

 

THECB Seeks Applicants for Program Specialist 
 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is seeking a creative, energetic individual to join 

our College Readiness and Success (CRS) team focusing on initiatives supporting access, persistence, and 

completions for students. The Program Specialist oversees numerous projects and provides leadership and 

guidance to Texas institutions as they work to deliver services to current and returning students, especially those 

underprepared. The selected individual will have the opportunity to demonstrate his or her ability to provide 

administrative support, conduct research, present to diverse stakeholder groups, and consult on policy 

development to drive initiatives that together increase the college participation and completion rates in Texas. 

While experience working with postsecondary programs is a plus, applicants who are quick learners, 

comfortable managing multiple priorities and deadlines, and adaptive to changes in policy and practice are also 

encouraged to apply. 

 

How to Apply 

Search for job openings by clicking "Job Vacancies". Select Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board from 

the list under Organization - Company/Agency. Select “See all organizations” to locate Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board if it’s not visible. 

To submit your application for employment, select the job opening of interest, then select 

Apply Online. Create and/or Login to your on-line applicant profile and electronically 

submit your State of Texas Application for Employment. 

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Career Opportunities 

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/jobs.cfm 

18-012+Req%23957+Program+Specialist+V+Job+Vacancy+Notice.pdf 

 

http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2
http://ow.ly/wLvm30eNzzN
http://ow.ly/PQGf30eOmW2
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTI2Ljc4NjM4NTMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkyNi43ODYzODUzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU0MjgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWEuY2hhdmV6QGNhdGNodGhlbmV4dC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPU1hcmlhLmNoYXZlekBjYXRjaHRoZW5leHQub3JnJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&https://capps.taleo.net/careersection/ex/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTI2Ljc4NjM4NTMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkyNi43ODYzODUzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU0MjgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWEuY2hhdmV6QGNhdGNodGhlbmV4dC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPU1hcmlhLmNoYXZlekBjYXRjaHRoZW5leHQub3JnJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/jobs.cfm
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTI2Ljc4NjM4NTMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkyNi43ODYzODUzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTU0MjgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9TWFyaWEuY2hhdmV6QGNhdGNodGhlbmV4dC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPU1hcmlhLmNoYXZlekBjYXRjaHRoZW5leHQub3JnJnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/TXHECB/2017/09/26/file_attachments/886062/18-012%2BReq%2523957%2BProgram%2BSpecialist%2BV%2BJob%2BVacancy%2BNotice.pdf
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Ferris State University Provides Information Session on 

Doctorate in Community College Leadership Program 

  

In January 2018, the Doctorate in Community College Leadership program at Ferris State University will be 

launching a cohort in the Greater Houston area! 

The DCCL program is a hybrid format, with the majority occurring online. Because courses meet only four or 

five times each year, typically for just one weekend (Friday night/all day Saturday), this program should be 

attractive to community college leaders from throughout Texas. 

Visit the website 

:http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/extendedinternational/ccleadership/texas.htm. 

This also includes upcoming visits to various locations in Texas. Additional information, including our program 

brochure, is attached.  This video includes testimonials from their students. https://youtu.be/zz8a8R7CSKU 

Another excellent way to dive into the specifics of the DCCL program is through webinars! If you are interested 

in the DCCL program, we encourage you to sign up for one of the following dates and times. (To register, 

email ccleadership@ferris.eduwith your webinar preference. All times are EST.) 

Tuesday, December 5 – 8 am or 1 pm 

The admissions committee reviews applications as they are received, so the earlier you apply, the better!  

For specific questions you can contact the program coordinator Sidney Edmonds, MBA | Program Specialist 

at SidneyEdmonds@ferris.edu. 

Opportunities for Fully Funded Masters and PhD Scholarships 

 

                      
 

 
 

http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/administration/academicaffairs/extendedinternational/ccleadership/texas.htm
https://youtu.be/zz8a8R7CSKU
mailto:ccleadership@ferris.edu
mailto:SidneyEdmonds@ferris.edu


  

17 

 

 

    

 

Dream Catchers - Professional Development Opportunities 

The following professional development opportunities highlight Dream Catcher grant and funding opportunities, 
conference opportunities, and information for theory, research and practice. I encourage you to forward any 
information that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team or students by emailing me at 
stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  
Thank You, 
Stacy Ybarra Evans 
Catch The Next Thank You, 
Stacy Ybarra Evans 
Catch The Next 
 

Staff Opportunities 
 

Date Activity Activity Description 

 
11/30/2017 

Application Documentary on Latinos Proposal 
http://www.nalip.org/final_call_for_proposals_for_latino_lens_incubators_beyond_gr
aduation?utm_campaign=nl_11_16_17&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nalip 
 

11/30/2017 Fellowship Minority Fellowship 
http://www.icfj.org/our-work/bringing-home-world-fellowship 
 

11/30/2017 Fellowship Media Fellowship for Journalists 
https://ijnet.org/en/opportunities/media-fellowship-available-students-color-us 
 

11/30/2017 Fellowship All Expense Paid Fellowship at CUNY 
https://ijnet.org/en/opportunities/cuny-graduate-school-journalism-offers-summer-
internship-training-us 
 

11/30/2017 Fellowship APA Minority Fellowship Program 
http://www.apa.org/pi/mfp/ 

11/30/2017 Application APA Application for Faculty 
https://pre-ap.collegeboard.org/professional-learning/pre-ap-national-faculty 
 
 

11/30/2017 Program All expense paid trip for Graduate Weekend at UPenn 
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N09KfQjIQRNZMV?utm_source=MSI+D
istribution+List&utm_campaign=787b3fe40c-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_11_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_629f428f7d-
787b3fe40c-183769181 
 

Student Opportunities 

11/30/2017 Scholarship Make me laugh scholarship 
https://scholarships360.org/make-laugh-scholarship/ 
 

11/30/2017 Scholarship Ronald McDonald Scholarship 

Dream Catchers-Professional Development Opportunities 

mailto:The%20following%20professional%20development%20opportunities%20highlight%20Dream%20Catcher%20grant%20and%20funding%20opportunities,%20conference%20opportunities,%20and%20information%20for%20theory,%20research%20and%20practice.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20forward%20any%20information%20that%20would%20provide%20wonderful%20opportunities%20to%20our%20team%20or%20students%20by%20emailing%20me%20at%20stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
mailto:The%20following%20professional%20development%20opportunities%20highlight%20Dream%20Catcher%20grant%20and%20funding%20opportunities,%20conference%20opportunities,%20and%20information%20for%20theory,%20research%20and%20practice.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20forward%20any%20information%20that%20would%20provide%20wonderful%20opportunities%20to%20our%20team%20or%20students%20by%20emailing%20me%20at%20stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
mailto:The%20following%20professional%20development%20opportunities%20highlight%20Dream%20Catcher%20grant%20and%20funding%20opportunities,%20conference%20opportunities,%20and%20information%20for%20theory,%20research%20and%20practice.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20forward%20any%20information%20that%20would%20provide%20wonderful%20opportunities%20to%20our%20team%20or%20students%20by%20emailing%20me%20at%20stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
mailto:The%20following%20professional%20development%20opportunities%20highlight%20Dream%20Catcher%20grant%20and%20funding%20opportunities,%20conference%20opportunities,%20and%20information%20for%20theory,%20research%20and%20practice.%20I%20encourage%20you%20to%20forward%20any%20information%20that%20would%20provide%20wonderful%20opportunities%20to%20our%20team%20or%20students%20by%20emailing%20me%20at%20stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
http://www.nalip.org/final_call_for_proposals_for_latino_lens_incubators_beyond_graduation?utm_campaign=nl_11_16_17&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nalip
http://www.nalip.org/final_call_for_proposals_for_latino_lens_incubators_beyond_graduation?utm_campaign=nl_11_16_17&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nalip
http://www.icfj.org/our-work/bringing-home-world-fellowship
https://ijnet.org/en/opportunities/media-fellowship-available-students-color-us
https://ijnet.org/en/opportunities/cuny-graduate-school-journalism-offers-summer-internship-training-us
https://ijnet.org/en/opportunities/cuny-graduate-school-journalism-offers-summer-internship-training-us
https://pre-ap.collegeboard.org/professional-learning/pre-ap-national-faculty
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N09KfQjIQRNZMV?utm_source=MSI+Distribution+List&utm_campaign=787b3fe40c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_11_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_629f428f7d-787b3fe40c-183769181
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N09KfQjIQRNZMV?utm_source=MSI+Distribution+List&utm_campaign=787b3fe40c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_11_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_629f428f7d-787b3fe40c-183769181
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N09KfQjIQRNZMV?utm_source=MSI+Distribution+List&utm_campaign=787b3fe40c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_11_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_629f428f7d-787b3fe40c-183769181
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N09KfQjIQRNZMV?utm_source=MSI+Distribution+List&utm_campaign=787b3fe40c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_11_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_629f428f7d-787b3fe40c-183769181
https://scholarships360.org/make-laugh-scholarship/
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https://rmhcntx.org/scholarships/ 
 

11/30/2017 Guidance 
 

College Visit Website 
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch 
 

11/30/2017 Scholarships HSF Scholarship 
https://www.hsf.net/ 

11/30/2017 Scholarships Outdoor Majors Scholarship 
http://towa.org/dan-klepper-memorial-scholarship/ 

11/30/2017 Scholarship Google Scholarship 
https://edu.google.com/scholarships/the-generation-google-scholarship/ 
 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Catch the Next Program Partners 

 
 

                           
 

 
 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://rmhcntx.org/scholarships/
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch
https://edu.google.com/scholarships/the-generation-google-scholarship/
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 Catch the Next Colleges 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

About Our Newsletter 

 
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Dream Catchers.   

Submissions are welcomed.  

Please send all information to:  

Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor in Chief or Debra McBeath, Editor.  

 

Submissions:  Debra.McBeath@catchthenext.org 

Or: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, CTN; Lydia French, CTN; Interns- Milagros Carrera, 

STC; Daniela Chavarria, PAC; and Ivan Ramirez, EPCC; Esmeralda Macias, STC; 

Lucia Rodriguez , EPCC; Alejandra Martinez, ACC; Juan Higa, alumni; and Diane Lerma PAC.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Greater Texas 

Foundation, or any director, officer or employee thereof.” 
        

 

mailto:Debra.McBeath@catchthenext.org
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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