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CTN Gives Thanks to All Contributors

In this season of Tdnksgiving, Catch the Next, Inavould like to extend our appreciation to our Ciidshilia
who have made this program a rousing success.

We areindebted tothe commitment of our CTN Board of Directors and Advisory Board for supporting
organization designed to improve the educational outcomes of Latinos and other undefssigeheration

students. In particulawe want to highlight our board chaidy. Luzelma Canales, and our advisory board chai
Dr. Patricia Gandara. We are also grateful for the vision and indomitable spirit of Dr. Maria Martha, Gbavez

CEO and program leader.

We are thankful for the leadership at each of our colleges, fieprésidents to the administrators leading our

efforts. Your vision and faith in our program have led to the success of your stuffentse thankful for
instructors and staff who believe in the program and offer much more than knowledge to theis situsn
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nurture and motivate them, and in so doing, <crea

We are thankful for our students wlamainstall odds, have
proven that success is possiblith hard work,
determination, and support froiamilia (family).

We are also grateful fothe opportunity to gather with
veteran instructors, training new leader®atannualCTN
Leadership Fellows retreat which includegsa Trevifo, Dr.
Rafael Castio, Dr. Yolanda Reyna, Dr. Dan Rodriguez, an
Diane Lerma from Palo Alto Colleg€jga Ecker{Riverside
Campus) Ariel Flores (Riverside Campus)Rosa Alvarez
(Riverside Campus), arféledro MercedqHighland Campus)
from Austin Community CollegeAngelica Cerda (Pecan
Campus) Florinda Rodriguez (Pecan CampuBEsmeralda
Macias (MidValley Campus), and Anna Alaniz (StaCampus)rom South Texas College. Missing: Ety Bischo
and Juan Ramirez (STC) and Angelina Nunez (El Paso.)

We are grateful for the CTNeadership Team: Allegra Villarreddr. Lydia CdebacgaDr. Erin Doran,Dr. Rafael
Castillo, Valentin Sandal, Debra McBeath, Andrea Castfor. Stacy Ybarra and Dr. Jon Herrin.

We are thankful for thecholars authors andcommunityleadershipnentors who work with us on our professiong
developmeninstitutes andvebinars. We are grateful for osnholars serving on the Editorial Board of our Journ
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of Ideas and Pedagogy and for serving on our Research and Evaluation team/ KnDeiedgement Working
group and Training Institutes.

A special thank you to Dr. Rogelio SaeBran of the College of Public Policy at The University of Texas at §

Antonio, and our keynote speaker at the 2018 Ascender Fall Seminar in Austin. We wotddddienowledge
Sergio Troncoscawardwinning author and Harvard and Yale alumho gave apecial reading performance o
his work and gave us some insight on becoming a better writer with an informative woBstiowere a major
success. We also wait thank Dr. Laura Rendon (UTSA); Dr. Norma Cantu (Trinity); Dr. Cecilia Enriquez
Michigan); Dr. Kip Telles (UC Santa Cruz);Dr. Victor Saenz (UT Austin); Dr. Uri Treisman (UT Austin)
Olga Ramirez (RGV)and Dr. Cherie McColloughTexas AM Corpus @risty) who have presented at ou
institutes.

w| Special recognition goes to our CTN Alumni who have shown admirable dedic:
| to the expansion of our program through our Facebook pagated by Stacy Ibarra.

In particular, we want to congratulale@anHiga who is completinghis Bachelots
degree next montht UTSA Juan is from the original CTN cohdrom Palo Alto
College. He has been a CTN intern and is a crucial part of our team. Not only dg
present at our institutes, he works behind the scenes making sure computers are
running errands, printing certificates, manning the registragiole and so much more
| He has attended meetswyith Dr. Chavezandbeen her chatdéur when needé He
— d N g | taught our Director of Communications how to use mailchimp. We have been
ind " blessed to have him on our team.

We also want to recognize all of thasedens completing theiessociatéso r b a cdegeek this [Besember

Finally, we like to recognize our CTN Partners:

-The Greater Texas Foundatiomdyich financiallysupports efforts to ensure all Texas students are preparec
have access togpsist in, and complete pestcondary education. The foundation puts particular focus on hel
underserved and disadvantaged populations given that only one in five Texas youth who enter high
complete a postsecondary degree odential. The GTF pursues its mission by forming partnerships, support
research, sharing knowledge and making grants. The Greater Texas Foundation, through its funding, is
to create greater connections among regional systems that supportithe@tail students to succeed.

-The Meadows Foundatiamhosemission is taassist the people and institutions of Tekaisnproving the quality
and circumstances of life for themselves and future generations. One of itsfjoeénitiatives is education.

-The Tijerna Foundatiorwhose primary focus is on the youth, education, literacy, health and welin
community development and services, culture, arts, history, heritage, nature and environment consery
South Texas.

Other key partnera/ho have undeniablyasi st ed i n CTN&s commitment t (

Texasinclude The Texas Higher Education Coordinating BOGrdECB); The University of Texas Department

of Educational Leadership and Policy; the University of Texas Division of Diversity @ommunity
Engagement; Th@exas Education Research Centtie Dana Center Mattays Project at UT Austin and
Excelencian Education. The scrupulous generosity and dedication by each of these partners is a testame
programbs success.

We alsowant to thank the public at large for their donations ttNCT
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AlumnusJuanHiga Leads Tour

Over 140 PAC Ascender Students and Sponsors Tour U

TS

PAC Ascender students visited The University of Texas at San Antonio on November 9. More than one hund
forty students endured the cold temperature, wind, and rain to see the campus. The tour was led by for|

Ascender student, J u a n -Astendea Alumidi,uBayant ks Hidgmay wag able 1o joia thed

tour as were former PAC officers, Paola Ortiz &sthley Dovalina.
When the students first arrived, they were tak
able to enjoy free hot chocolate and coffee sponsored by the UTSA Student Union. Inside the auditoriu

en
m, Ji

welcomed them to UTSAshared some fun facts and answered questions about the university. Juan compar

tuition rates, teaching styles, and resources from Alamo Colleges to UTSA. At the end, he shared his ex

as a transfer student from PAC. One main piece of advicedredslwith students was the importance of time

management . Higa stated, ifSave money and take
success at the university level .o Addi t i bing&atdh
the Next and Palo Alto College offers. On the tour, students stopped at the business building. Higa had
sit in the auditorium seating classroom that holds 400 students which shocked some students. Student
Center for Student Piessional Development which provides students with interview help and with bus
attire that can be rented. Students also touredthe@4ur | i brary; the bookstag
located; one of the food courts where they were abenjoy a warm ChicHil-A sandwich; and they viewed
what the Campus Recreational Center (GYM) has to offer.
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nl feel it made a difference because with this t
surviving a class with 400 studentgffee being my very best friend, staying awake at the library for 24 hours
during finals, and opportunities |1 o6ve had with| C
etc.) by taking advantage of what CTN and PAC has to offer, knowatgl talways had the support from the
faculty | ike they have also, 0 Higa said
AStudents applauded Higa as he prepares to cragss
|l nterdisciplinary Studies from UTSA, 0 added inst
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PAC students, staff and instructors gather to wait for buses to take them on the UTSA tour.




Palo AltoColleges Ascender students enjoy lunch on the UTSA tour.

STC StarrCampusStudentdarticipatan Relayfor Life

STC Starr Campus Ascender students participated in the Relay farLf®vembeR in support of a cure for
cancer. The club members dona$dd0to this cause. The money was raised from student donations and fund:
from the Fall Festival Fund Raiser. Students spent a day in supporting victims and caregivers. Some stud
walked for familymembers they have lost to cancer. Others just walked in support of the community and |
support of research to find a cure.



https://www.facebook.com/catchthenext/
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" STC Starr capuﬂmjentsmalking for the cure. Taking time out to pose for a photo

ACC AscendelStudents TouFour Universities

by Intern Grant Loveless

ACC Ascender students attended campus toursyas Staté&niversity, St. Edward'sJniversity, University of
Texas at Austimnd ConcordidJniversity.

During the Texas StatdJniversity tour, students attended a transfer information session wittnariment
advisorwhoworks specifically with ACC students. Students were able to leduable information about Bobca
scholarships, specific transfer requirements for various areas of study, and general transfer infdimdéots
learned about transfer application deadlinessfoing, fall, andsummer semesters. They asked questanout
the application process as well as GPA related inquiries regarding admisStodgnts then went on a tour @
the campus and took pictures at several notable locations.
On the St. Edward'stour, students attended a transfer information sedsianoutlined how ACC students ca
smoothly transfer to St. Edward's. Students were able to attend a mock class with ethics professor,
MusselmanStudents went on a full campus tour and were granted accessstietieebuilding, reccenter and
library.

ACC Ascender students pose in front of the Texas State University bobcat.
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