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#ShapeYourFuture
2020 Census Determines Funding, Representation & More
It’s time for the census: a once-a-decade operation in which every household in the United States will be asked
to answer a short series of questions that will influence policymaking and planning for the next ten years. The
U.S. Census is more than a population count; it’s a way to shape the future of our communities. To a fastgrowing state like Texas, getting an accurate count of all residents is critically important to providing the services
that Texans need.
The results of the survey are used to determine how much funding local communities receive for key public
services for the next decade. How much funding? Census Bureau data were used to distribute more than $675
billion in federal funds to states and local communities for health, education, housing, and infrastructure programs
during Fiscal Year 2015. Accurate census counts ensure that funding is equitably distributed for numerous
programs such as Medicaid, highway planning and construction, special education grants, the National School
Lunch Program, and Head Start.
In 2016, Texas received nearly $1.4 billion in Title I Grants to Local Education Agencies, which support
educational services at schools and school districts with high levels of children living in poverty. If an
economically disadvantaged child is missed in the local census count, those funds will go to other areas. “If you
miss these kids now, you miss them for the whole decade,” says Cassie Davis of the Center for Public Policy
Priorities. (https://comptroller.texas.gov/)
Governments and nonprofit organizations rely on census data to determine the need for new roads, hospitals,
schools, and other public sector investments. Census information helps health providers predict the spread of
diseases through communities with children or elderly people. And when disasters hit, the census tells rescuers
how many people will need their help. Census numbers help industry reduce financial risk and locate potential
markets. The census stands as the single best source of information about the demographics and growth potential
of the American market. (https://www.prb.org/)
The census is the foundation of fair political representation since the population count serves as the basis for how
many seats each state gets in Congress. It is used to draw district lines for state legislative seats and other elected
positions, including city councils, school boards, and some municipal offices. As the fundamental component of
the districting process, it is the means by which the people are linked to representatives in government. We cannot
realize our nation’s promise of equal representation without it. (https://www.ced.org/reports)
Stand up and be counted. Shape your future.
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Founder Siceloff’s Legacy Lives on in Success of CTN Program
Catch the Next’s founder, John Siceloff, passed away on March 6, 2015, from
cancer, but he continues to live on in the hearts of the people he touched and
the growth and success of the CTN program. He left behind an incredible
legacy. His philosophy was that “The struggle for a better world is not just for
those who have little and want more; the struggle for a better world is also for
those who have gotten a certain amount in life to look around them and think
‘We all have to live together.’” It was his desire for a better world that guided
his life.

_____________________________________________________
STC Students Volunteer at Chili Cook-Off
By Intern Daniela Urbano

For the second year in a row, the Ascender students from the STC-Starr
Campus volunteered at the 12th Annual Chili Showdown Cook-Off in Rio
Grande City on February 1. The students helped with the set-up of the judging
of chili, beans, pan de campo, fajitas, chicken, and the jalapeño eating contest.
The Ascender students also had the opportunity to meet and talk with the Mayor
of Rio Grande City, Joel Villarreal, and Henry Cuellar, the Texas
Representative of the 28th Congressional District.

Starr Campus Students Attend Career Day at Elementary School
By Intern Daniela Urbano

Ascender students from Starr Campus attended Career Day at Delia Gonzalez Garcia Elementary School on
February 18. Their advisor, Dr. Anna Alaniz, was invited to talk about her career as a college professor at South
Texas College. The Ascender students talked to the elementary students about their experiences in college and
being a part of the Ascender program. They also asked the students what they wanted to be when they grow up
and why. At the end of Career Day, the elementary students hugged them goodbye and said they hoped to see
them next year.

STC Starr Campus students share their Ascender experiences with elementary students at Career Day.
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ACC Ascender Program Hosts Motivational Conference
By Intern Abigail Gomez

As part of the Ascender Program, Austin Community College hosted a motivational conference February 7. The
conference was structured with a panel of three motivational speakers who have been successful despite diversity
and struggles.
The first speaker was Sonia Dominguez who said she was a Head Start graduate and that she attended public
school her whole life. She is now the Chief Program Officer at AVANCE, Inc. Next was Dr. Richard Reddick
who is currently a part of the University of Texas faculty and was an elementary school teacher in Houston. He
has also taught Black academics and serves on a committee board for two charter schools in Austin. He is the
father of two children.
The last speaker, Stephanie Bergara, is an accomplished musician and the front-women of the tribute group to
Mexican singer Selena Quintanilla, “Bidi Bidi Banda,” a popular band that has toured nationally and is well
known in Texas. Stephanie started her college education at ACC ten to fifteen years ago with dual credit classes
she took at Del Valle High School. She is now “living her dream” at night and is a government employee during
the day.
After their brief introduction, ACC faculty member, Lydia Cdebaca asked more questions and thus proceeded to
make the panel extend their stories. Sonia Dominguez started with how she grew up in El Paso, and identified
herself as a “cholita.” She explained how as she grew up, she always felt judged based on her looks. She stated,
“How people judged me was a real struggle, they would say things like, ‘Is she really smart?’ ‘Does she really
deserve this job?’” Fortunately, she has proven them wrong. In addition, she has struggled in many ways during
her career to be where she is now, and considers herself successful.
Doctor Richard Reddick also gave motivational advice and inspired many with his story. He was a military child
and moved twelve times before reaching high school and despite his family being low income, he was a firstgeneration college student. He also felt excluded for being African American. “I’ve done a lot of things, but I’m
sometimes the only African American,” he said. Reddick further explained that although he always had his
family’s support, it was still a struggle to get to where he is, “Think of the difficult choices because those choices
are so important. Think long-term because the benefits outweigh the difficulties.”
Stephanie Bergara said she related much to Dominguez’s story. “I don’t follow rules, and they didn’t like that,”
she explained. She continued her story by explaining how difficult it was starting her band, but she ended her
speech with a powerful quote, “I learned that you don’t have to fight for a table, you can buy your own table.”

ACC Motivational panel of speakers address audience.

Ascender students listen to the speakers.
3

PAC Ascender Students Attend Spurs Game
and Volunteer at Program
Seventeen PAC Ascender students attended the Spurs vs Cleveland
Cavaliers game on Thursday, December 17th. For some of them it was
their first time to attend a Spurs game, and even though the Spurs lost in
overtime, this was a much-needed night out after their fall semester.
Alexa Ortiz, Hector Flores and Alyssa Ortega volunteered with the
Pancho Claus Program on December 18.

ACC Instructor, Lydia CdeBaca, Fulfills Her Dreams
By Intern Abigail Gomez

“I have always been passionate about learning.” At a very young age, Lydia CdeBaca, College Associate for the
ACC Ascender program, wanted to be a teacher. By her junior year in high school, she was determined that that
was what she wanted to study and although she had made up her mind, this decision came with many opinions
that she did not expect. “I’m not going to be paying all this money for you to go to school, just so you can be a
teacher.” This was what her stepfather at that time told her “He just thought I was going to be poor all my life,”
CdeBaca said. Many other family members and friends had their opinions as well, viewing a teaching position
as a low job. Fortunately, her mother always had her back, and CdeBaca kept pushing on to reach her dream.
Her hardships did not end there though.
She went on to pursue her college dreams at Boston University in a 2-year elite program and when she arrived,
she really felt like an outsider. “I was the only Chicana, only working-class person, that I could tell, and I was
the only person from the deep south,” she said, “While my classmates were on ski trips with their families
during the break, I would be wondering if I could even afford a plane ticket back home.”
CdeBaca continued her college education at UT-Arlington, where in her junior year, she received a flyer from
one of her professors to apply for the McNair scholars’ program which was for first-generation, low income,
and minority students who wanted to go into academia. She applied and luckily got in.
CdeBaca eventually got her Bachelor’s degree and transferred smoothly to graduate school thanks to the
McNair Scholar Program. She now has earned her doctorate degree and has been teaching for fifteen years. Her
current positions are as a community college professor at Austin Community College, Program Coordinator for
the Mexican and Chicano studies program, and instructor for the Ascender Program.
She is also a mom of two little boys to whom she is teaching the value of a great education. When asked what
she aspires to be, she said, “I am what I aspire to be.”

Instructor CdeBaca enjoys time with her students.

Lydia CdeBaca in her classroom
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CTN Alumni Adolfo Pecina Joins Delta Chi Fraternity
STC alumni Adolfo Pecina was introduced as a new associate member for the Delta Chi
Fraternity in a pin ceremony at Texas A&M University in Kingsville on February 12. To
become an associate member in the fraternity a student must maintain a 2.8 GPA while in
college and receive two-thirds vote of approval by active members.
Delta Chi was founded by 11 young men at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York on
October 13, 1890. Originally founded as a law fraternity, Delta Chi became a social
university on April 30, 1922. Delta Chi now has 118 chapters internationally and over
115,000 men have been initiated since its conception. Delta Chi still incorporates its law
fraternity roots into its four core values of Friendship, Character, Justice, and Education.
The Texas A&M University-Kingsville chapter began in the fall of 2016.

CTN Receives Donation from HEB
HEB Tournament of Champions, a foundation that supports Special Olympics and organizations involved with
arts and culture, education, health, child welfare, and human services, has donated $2,500 to Catch the Next “to
ensure the success of the Ascender program.” For over 30 years, HEB Tournament of Champions has contributed
to the efforts of local nonprofit organizations focused on the needs of children and families.
The H-E-B Tournament of Champions was established in 1986 when Decker Food Company asked H-E-B
Grocery Co. to invite a few of their market vendors to play in a golf tournament and donate the proceeds to Special
Olympics Texas. The President of Decker Foods was the Chairman of the Board for Special Olympics Texas at
that time. The event raised $38,500 and the proceeds made it possible to hire a Special Olympics Texas Games
Coordinator for Area 20 which included San Antonio. Chuck Hendryx (H-E-B V.P.) and Kathy Ashwin (Asst.)
organized the event in six weeks and concluded, if they had a year to plan the event, more money would be raised.
The following year the event raised $78,000 and in 2014 $7.9 million – a new record.
Over the past 29 years, this event has raised over $72 million dollars benefiting Special Olympics Texas and other
worthwhile organizations that focus on children, youth and education throughout the State of Texas.
In 2003 the H-E-B Tournament of Champions Charitable Trust was established and the event became a 501(c)3
tax exempt private foundation under the Internal Revenue codes.

CTN Hosts First NextEd Workshop
CTN hosted its first workshop for its new program, NextEd, for customized campus coaching at the Cooper
Center at South Texas College in McAllen on February 7th from 9-5 pm.
The workshop began with a welcome and overview of the training objectives presented by Allegra Villarreal,
CTN Director of Professional Development. This was followed by two breakout session; one for disciplinary
faculty, led by Villarreal and the other for developmental faculty, led by Sonia Armstrong, Associate Professor
and Director of the Doctoral Program at Texas State University.
Following a break, there was a debriefing to share feedback from the morning sessions.
After lunch, participants reflected on the experiences of their students and discussed asset-based approaches in a
session titled “Regarding the Whole Student.” This was followed by “Teaching Strategies for Collaborative
Classrooms” in which participants explored teaching strategies that can be used to engage and retain students.
In the final session, participants “cross walked” curriculum together in pairs or teams, and the workshop ended
with reflections of the day and next steps.
5

NextEd is a program of full-day workshops for faculty and staff facilitated by Catch the Next’s network of
innovators—teachers, scholars, authors and administrators—committed to transforming higher education for the
better. CTN offers customized professional development delivered on individual campuses with the
understanding that each college has its own unique challenges and institutional needs. CTN’s work empowers
educators by validating their current practice while also delivering experiential and intensive workshops in
classroom strategies, co-curricular design and team building with an emphasis on culturally responsive practice.

Villarreal leads a session as participants listen.

Sonia Armstrong speaks to developmental faculty.

Save the Date for CTN’s TTT Spring Institute
Save the Date for CTN’s TTT Spring Institute in McAllen on
March 26-27 at the Hotel Casa de Palmas. The seminar begins
Thursday at 8 am, and it ends at 11 am on Friday.
The Transformative Teaching Track is an experiential and
intensive training in classroom strategies, co-curricular design
and team building with an emphasis on culturally responsive
practice. The training is tailored to meet the needs of faculty who
wish to play a leadership role in response to House Bill 2223 and
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s 60x30
campaign. Content-area or developmental instructors who want
to be part of a statewide community of practice focusing on
personal and professional development in order to meet the needs
of a diverse student population should attend. Attendees are eligible for graduate credit from UT. Go to this site
for more information: extension.utexas.edu/catch-the-next.
Thanks to the support of THECB, early bird registration is free for the first 15 colleges to register one team (pair)
of INRW and credit faculty. General registration is $80. (Registration includes breakfast, lunch and you will be
on your own for dinner.)
If you register with a partner, please make sure that each of you is bringing a copy of your syllabus and some of
your major assignments to use during our backward design session.
If you register without a partner, please consider asking a colleague that you will be pairing with or wish to pair
with to teach a Co req course, to please join you at the seminar. To register go to:
https://guestlist.co/events/634980

6

Save the Date for CTN’s Ascender Spring Seminar
Save the date for CTN’s Ascender Spring Seminar which will be held March 27-28 at the Hotel Casa de Palmas
in McAllen. The seminar begins Friday at noon with lunch, and it ends at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Ascender’s Spring Seminar brings together scholar mentors, educators, advisors, counselors and trainers from
across the state to discuss progress and challenges in the program and to share best practices in the classroom. It
focuses on team building while also addressing the needs of various disciplines through breakout sessions and is
always responsive to the needs of the current cohort.
All who are planning to attend MUST register. Please select the appropriate registration ticket: college paid, selfpaid or CTN paid. Registration for cohort 2019-2020 includes room (if needed), food, and admission to CTN
reception. Older cohort members can participate free of charge but must cover their food cost, $90.00 for two
days. Lodging is up to the individual. If you are getting your own hotel room, use this link:
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/casa-de-palmas-trademark-collection-by-wyndham-north-main-streetmcallen-txusa?brand_id=ALL&checkInDate=3/27/2020&checkOutDate=3/28/2020&useWRPoints=false&children=0&gr
oupCode=032720ASC&adults=1&rooms=1&loc=ChIJrZ1VpUenZYYRVsNu40RIse8&sessionId=1575054914
Those who attend this seminar are eligible for 1 graduate credit (ELP 183N) through UT’s Department of
Educational Leadership and Policy. The cost for the seminar is $310.00.

CTN Spring Reception to Celebrate 10 Years as an Organization
The CTN reception titled “Ten Year Celebration: Empowering the Minds that Lead the World” will be held from
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm on March 27th at the Casa De Palmas Hotel in McAllen. Music by Jaime Garcia, Sounds of
Spain, and networking will start the reception. STC President Dr. Shirley Reed will provide the welcome address
followed by Dr. Ety Bischoff speaking about the impact of the program. Dr. Anna Alaniz will moderate a panel
of students/alumni. The keynote speaker is Dr. Linda Hagerdon, Professor Emeritus of the School of Education
at Iowa State University. The reception will close with special recognitions by Dr. Chavez and more music by
Sounds of Spain. The reception is sponsored by The Meadows Foundation.
The reception is free of charge for registered participants from cohort 2019-2020. For older cohort members, the
fee is $50.00 to support our John Siceloff student internships and program operations. There will be tables sold
for $1200. For more information contact Dr. Chavez at Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org

Reception Biographies
Jaime Garcia
Jaime Garcia began his classical guitar studies under the tutelage of Dr. Kurt Martinez
where he received both Bachelors and Master’s Degrees in Performance. He has performed
in Master Classes with renowned artists such as Philip Hi, Eduardo Fernandez, Fabio
Zanon, Marcin Dylla, Lorenzo Micheli, Isaac Bustos, and Matthew Bishop. Jaime Garcia
also heads the newly founded Guitar Department at South Texas College. Jaime is also the
leader of the Sounds of Spain Flamenco student ensemble.
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Dr. Shirley A. Reed
Dr. Reed serves as the founding president of South Texas College, formerly South Texas
Community College.
Dr. Reed has a distinguished 43-year career as a community
college administrator with experience in three states. Her commitment to the greater good
is demonstrated by her choice of fighting structural barriers in higher education and
committing to serve low-income, first generation, students. She has devoted her career to
facilitating access to quality education for African American, Native American, and
Hispanic students. Dr. Reed has a Doctorate degree in Higher Education Administration
from Illinois State University, a Master degree in Business Administration from Western
International University, a Master degree in Library Science from the University of Hawaii, a Bachelor degree in
English Education from the University of South Florida, and an Associate degree from St. Petersburg Junior
College.
Dr. Ety Bischoff
Dr. Bischoff has served as Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences at South Texas College
from the inception of the Catch the Next program until her retirement in 2019. Under her
leadership, the program has scaled to three campuses, and multiple disciplines. The fruit
of her labor has led to over 80 Ascender students graduating in 2019 alone. She joined
South Texas College in 1999 as a Psychology instructor, she served as an academic
advisor to the Dean of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Chair of the Criminal Justice
and Social Sciences department, President of the Council of Chairs, decision making
committees such as the Curriculum and Program Review Committee and the Institutional
Effectiveness Committee. Dr. Bischoff holds a Doctorate and a Master of Arts in Clinical
and School Psychology from Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY, a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from
Southern Connecticut State University, and Associates in General Studies from Norwalk Community Technical
College, Norwalk, CT.
Dr. Linda Serra Hagedorn.
Linda Serra Hagedorn is Professor Emeritus of the School of Education at Iowa state University as well as the
former Associate Dean of Undergraduate Programs, International Programs, Student
Services, Diversity, and Community in the College of Human Sciences. She is a
prominent researcher in the area of community college student success and international
education with over 300 publications, presentations, and workshops. She is a consultant
with the Achieving the Dream initiative and has served 11 community colleges to create
programs and supports for student success. Internationally she has had several projects
with the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Embassy in Beijing establishing and
leading the American Cultural Centers at Henan Normal University, Harbin University of
Science and Technology, and Xinjian College in China. She has served as a Fulbright
Scholar to Vietnam. Hagedorn earned her Ph.D. in Public Policy Analysis with a
concentration in higher education from the University of Illinois at Chicago. She has been the recipient of several
awards including the Senior Scholar Award from the Council for the Study of Community Colleges and Mujeres
de Excelencia Award from the Institute of Hispanic-Latino Cultures. She is the former President of the Council
for the Study of Community Colleges (CSCC) and the past President of the Association for the Study of Higher
Education (ASHE) as well as the past vice-president of Division J of the American Educational Research
Association (AERA).
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Dr. Anna Alaniz
Anna Bertha Alaniz earned a doctorate from Texas A&M University-Kingsville in Educational Leadership and a
minor in English, a master’s degree in Education with an emphasis is Reading from
University of Texas Pan-American, and her bachelor’s degree is in Interdisciplinary
Studies with an emphasis on Bilingual/Bicultural Education from University of Texas
Pan-American. Dr. Alaniz currently serves as the Ascender Coordinator at South Texas
College. She also teaches all components of the Ascender program. She is currently a
full-time Developmental Reading Instructor, and adjuncts for the Education and English
departments. She adjuncts in the Teacher Bilingual Program at Texas A&M UniversityKingsville where she teaches Foundation of Literacy and Assessment and Remediation
in Reading, and Student Teacher Supervisor.
Dr. Maria Chavez
Maria Martha Chavez Brummell is the Chief Executive Officer for Catch the Next, Inc.
She received a PhD and M. Phil from Yale University in Sociology. She also holds two
degrees from Kansas State University: a Master’s Degree in Education and a Bachelor’s
degree in Journalism, Psychology and Spanish Literature.
Maria Martha began her career in higher education as an Assistant Director of Admissions
at Kansas State before taking up a position as Assistant Dean of Yale College, and a
member of the faculty; she is still affiliated to the institutions as an Honorary Faculty
member, is an Advisor of the Graduate School Executive Committee and serves as part of
President Peter Salovey’s World Leader’s Network. At Yale, Dr. Chavez also established
the Asian-Chicano-Native American Cultural Centers, and the Chicano Boricua Studies Program that has since
evolved into the American Studies, Race, Ethnicity and Migration Major.

Teaching and Learning for Student Success Webinars
February’s Webinar Speaker, Maria Espino, Discusses
How Ethnic Courses Contribute to Academic Success
Maria Espino is a doctoral student at Iowa State University and a lecturer in the Latinx Studies program there.
In February’s webinar, she spoke about her experiences taking Ethnic Studies courses at
a Predominantly White Institution and the ways these courses contributed to her
academic success.
If you have not registered for the for Teaching and Learning for Student Success Monthly
Webinar Series, please do at
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2172831088583494156
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the webinar.
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There will not be a March webinar. If you have any questions, please email Erin Doran
at erin.doran@catchthenext.org.
In case you missed it or would like to review the resources, the webinar recording can be accessed here:
https://youtu.be/fSFkdliE8b4 and all resources are available in the “Webinar Resources and Materials” folder
under “Professional Development” on the CTN Wiki.
For this and all past monthly webinar installments, check out our Teaching and Learning for Student Success
Monthly Webinar playlist on the Catch the Next YouTube Channel

CTN College News
ACC Ascender Instructor, Lillian Huerta, Receives NISOD Award
ACC Ascender Instructor, Lillian Huerta, has received the NISOD Excellence Award. Using their own criteria,
NISOD member colleges submit the names of men and women each year who have demonstrated an outstanding
commitment and contribution to their students and colleagues.
The NISOD Excellence Awards were established in 1991 to provide
NISOD-member colleges with an opportunity to recognize
individuals doing extraordinary work on their campuses. Since then,
more than 30,000 recipients have been honored with the Award by
their colleges. Each May, during NISOD’s International Conference
on Teaching and Leadership Excellence, recipients are celebrated
during an elegant and inspiring gathering that recognizes their
contributions and achievements.
(At right:) Huerta and her students.

SAC Math Dept. Chair, Said Fariabi, Receives Award

Professor of Mathematics Said Fariabi, chair of the department of mathematics, architecture, physics and
engineering (MAPE), received the Equity and Excellence Award from San Antonio College during the Service
Awards ceremony held at the beginning of the spring semester. Fariabi is the first person
to receive the new award.
“This award is part of our journey into equity at SAC and represents the beginning of a
tradition,” said Mona Aldana-Ramirez, Director of Student Success for Equity,
Diversity and Inclusive Excellence. She added that a major priority for SAC is to place
equity at the forefront and recognize faculty and staff who advance equity for student
success.
“Having Dr. Fariabi as the first recipient of this award validates the years of work, he
and the math department have done to create opportunities for students to succeed,” said
Aldana-Ramirez.
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One of the biggest innovations Fariabi implemented was to create an additional algebra course for non-STEM
majors. The new class almost doubled the passing rate of students taking math. The success of the class paved
the way for the math department to offer other course offerings for students who were not pursuing a STEM major
and help them to graduate.
In addition, Fariabi said he is very passionate about he does. “My office door is always open for the students and
I am here every day at 7:30a.m. The students know they can walk in to get help,” he said.
(https://www.alamo.edu/sac/news-events/news/2020/january/)

Alamo Colleges District Receives 2020 Leah Meyer Austin Award
The Alamo Colleges District is one of only two community colleges in the nation to receive the 2020 Leah Meyer
Austin Award from Achieving the Dream (ATD). This national recognition is given annually to a college or
colleges in the ATD network that show measurable
improvement in student outcomes driven by top-tobottom
cultural
change
in
the
institution.
“The Alamo Colleges District Board of Trustees drew
ideas from ATD’s best practices and principles and the
institutional capacity areas, on which it modeled its
strategic framework for measuring progress on student
success,” said Alamo Colleges District Board of Trustees
Chair Marcelo Casillas. “Today, focused innovations
have yielded increases in student completion overall and
in equity for our most vulnerable populations,” he added.
“At the Alamo Colleges District, we are increasingly focused on economic and social mobility because we know
that a college credential provides a ticket to the American middle class,” said Alamo Colleges District
Chancellor Dr. Mike Flores. “We use discovery, incubation and acceleration to build proof-of-concept at one
college, then develop it and bring it to scale at another,” he added
(https://www.alamo.edu/news--events/news/2020/02---february/2020-leah-meyer-austin-award/)

CTN Peer Mentors
CTN Peer Mentor, Sonia Nazario, Publishes in NY Times
CTN peer mentor, Sonia Nazario, recently published her personal story in the NY
Times. “It's the story of how my family, for nearly 100 years, has run from danger, and why
we must now give that chance to other families, too. It's the story of how my personal
experiences living through a military dictatorship convinced me, at the age of 14, to become
a journalist,” Nazario commented. “My hope in telling this story in these terrible times for
people fleeing harm is that it gets you fired up to support the needed changes I describe,”
she added.
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CTN Mentor S. Troncoso’s Book Makes Best of Texas List
CTN peer mentor, Sergio Troncoso’s book A Peculiar Kind of Immigrant’s Son was
chosen by Lone Star Literary Life for its Best of Texas list and said the book was “an
outstanding collection of connected short stories uniquely reflecting life along the troubled
Texas-Mexico border and proves the continued vitality of short fiction as a form. Troncoso
tells skillfully nuanced stories from the perspective of a poor immigrant’s son who has
found success within the world of America’s elite universities and financial power, yet still
feels adrift and alienated, seeking deeper meanings.”

Other News
College Board Selects CTN Board Chair to Regional Fellowship
CTN Board Chair, Kathy Zarate, was selected as a College Board regional fellow. The
College Board is piloting this new fellowship program to make it easier for members
to evolve in their careers and take control of their development. Regional council
leaders developed the program in direct response to feedback received from the
educators they represent.
As a regional fellow, the College Board will cover airfare/train, lodging, and
registration costs associated with attending one of eight College Board national events.

Higher Education Commissioner Announces New Leadership
Commissioner of Higher Education, Harrison Keller, announced the appointment of a new senior leadership
team designed to advance the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s ambitious goals for postsecondary
education. “I’m proud to announce that these outstanding individuals will be joining our new leadership team.
Each of them has a strong proven track record of professional accomplishment and collaboration and is deeply
committed to building new partnerships, strengthening our higher education institutions, and expanding
opportunities for our students, our communities, and our state,” said Commissioner Keller.
Senior leaders announced today include three new deputy commissioners: Rey Rodriguez as Deputy
Commissioner and Chief of Staff; Lori Fey as Deputy Commissioner for Data Analytics and Innovation; and
Ray Martinez as Deputy Commissioner for Academic Affairs and Workforce Education. Additional new
appointments include: Melissa Henderson as Associate Commissioner for Development; Elizabeth Bolin as
Deputy Chief of Staff; Leslie Hall as Senior Director, Project Management Office; and Amy Peterson as Senior
Director, Strategic Finance Policy.
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Student Opportunities
The following professional development opportunities highlight Ascnder and funding opportunities, conference
opportunities, and information for theory, research and practice. I encourage you to forward any information that
would provide wonderful opportunities to our team or students by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Catch the Next

Student Opportunities
2/21/2019

Program

TAMU Engineering Summer Program
https://engineering.tamu.edu/admissions-and-aid/undergraduatesummer-research-grants/index.html deadline 2/28/2020
This program is open to talented students who are completing their first,
second or third year of college. You do not need to be a Texas A&M student
to apply to this program. If you're from another university, you'll travel to
College Station, Texas for the summer to conduct research.

2/21/2020

Program

Texas STEM Grants
University Students & Educators in Texas - Application Deadline for TSGC
Undergraduate #STEM #Scholarships, Graduate #Fellowships, and Educator
STEM Scholarships is April 24, 2020.

Deadline: 4/24/2020
https://t.co/4OnuyYwU7a
2/21/2020

Scholarship

Scholarship Contest in partnership with @KeepTxBeautiful to reward
students who are involved in making Texas a litter-free state. Apply by March
31st for a chance to win. Visit bit.ly/37HaxI9 for more info.

2/24/2019

Award

Creator Fest Travel Stipend
https://riceuniversity.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2sEFsCqUVnd
dBzf
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2/24/2019

The West Award – For Enrolled college students

Award

https://jamieslist.wordpress.com/2020/02/20/24-hours-left-for-afree-nola-workshop/

2/24/2019

Purdue Summer Research Opportunity

Award

https://www.purdue.edu/gradschool/diversity/programs/summerresearch-opportunities-program/
2/24/2019

Opportunity

Leadership Texas Opportunity for Women
https://madmimi.com/p/0389d5

2/24/2019

Opportunity

HACU Hispanic Student Leadership Summit
https://www.hacu.net/NewsBot.asp?MODE=VIEW&ID=3162

Paid Internships Available from US Fish and Wildlife Service
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is partnering with the Student Conservation Association to recruit
approximately 30 students from culturally and ethnically diverse backgrounds for paid internships during the
summer of 2020. Interns will attend a week-long orientation at the National Conservation Training Center
followed by 12 weeks of experiential learning at national wildlife refuges across the U.S. — from Alaska to the
Southwest, Midwest, Southeast, and Northeast. Areas of focus will include visitor services, biology, refuge
management and more. For additional information, visit www.thesca.org/cdip.

White House Releases Federal Agencies Internship Opportunity Bank
The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics has released its Federal Agencies Internship
Opportunity Bank. This opportunity bank lists internship opportunities from federal agencies across the country.
If you are interested in interning for the federal government, this opportunity bank is a good starting point to see
what each federal agency offers.

Apprenticeship Programs Open Doors
Work-based learning adds an important new dimension to the education tool kit — one that is engaging for
learners, cost effective for employers, and starts to tackle the problem of rising student loan debt. Apprenticeship
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is an effective way to start high school students and other youth on a career pathway that leads to good wages and
opportunities for advancement.
Learn more about apprenticeships at

https://www.apprenticeship.gov/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=

Private Student Loans Sometimes Cover the Gap
Private student loans can cover the gap between what you need for school and any federal student aid you receive,
including grants, loans and work-study pay, as well as how much you can afford to pay toward your school
expenses. This guide explains how private student loans work, their advantages and drawbacks, and what you
should look for when you’re shopping for private student loans. See the guide at
https://loans.usnews.com/student-loans

Dept. of Federal Student Aid Creates Hub for Borrowers
The Department’s Office of Federal Student Aid debuted a centralized hub for borrowers to access student aid
information. The revamped StudentAid.gov is the singular place where students and parents can learn about
available types of student aid, fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®), complete loan
counseling, and identify the right repayment plan. The site consolidates the student-facing portions of
StudentLoans.gov, FSAID.ed.gov, and NSLDS.ed.gov.
Borrowers can now also access all loan servicer contract centers using one number: 1-800-4-FED-AID. This
number features an interactive voice response function to direct customers to the appropriate place, reducing
confusion and frustration. The myStudentAid mobile application has also been updated and enhanced, so that
users can seamlessly switch between completing tasks on the app and the web.

Form Your Future Offers Free Resources for FAFSA Completion
Form Your Future® is a national campaign from the National College Access Network to increase FAFSA
completion by high school seniors, specifically low-income students and students of color. These students are
less likely to apply for financial aid, even though they could benefit from it most.
The Form Your Future website includes the following free resources to support college access advisers, teachers,
school counselors, and others who assist with FAFSA completion:
• The #FormYourFuture FAFSA Completion Tracker, which displays weekly data about the percentage of
high school students who have completed the FAFSA by state, city, school district, and high school.
• A "How to Fill Out the FAFSA" guide addressing the most common challenges for low-income students.
• Short stories about effective FAFSA completion practices and resources from around the country.
• Social media messages for use in outreach to students.
• A listing of key FAFSA completion resources in each state.
For more information, please visit our blog. If you have any questions about FYF, contact Kelly Mae Ross
(rosskm@collegeaccess.org), NCAN’s communications manager.
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List of Best Colleges Available for Students Seeking Cybersecurity Degree
Students deciding where to attend college can view a list of more than 300 academic institutions that the National
Security Agency and DHS have designated as Centers of Academic Excellence for cybersecurity-related degrees.
Students can also learn about scholarships and government employment opportunities through the CyberCorps®
Scholarship for Service (SFS) program

Professional Development Opportunities

The following professional development opportunities highlight Ascender and funding opportunities, conference
opportunities, and information for theory, research and practice. I encourage you to forward any information that
would provide wonderful opportunities to our team or students by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Catch the Next
Staff Opportunities
Activity Description
SXSW EDU Sessions to Watch
https://www.the74million.org/article/south-by-southwest-educationpreview-20-sessions-speakers-surprises-worth-catching-at-sxsw-2020/

Date
2/24/2019

Activity
Conference

2/24/2019

Program

John Smartt Summer Scholars Program
https://rutgers.us7.listmanage.com/track/click?u=07d8ec011e0ebcca6d379615b&id=3844bde81a
&e=a1c7789c0a

2/24/2019

Article

Community College Bachelor’s degrees
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2020/02/21/trackingcommunity-college-bachelors-degrees

2/24/2019

Call for Proposals

NCAN Call for Proposals
https://www.ncan.org/page/2020NationalConference

2/24/2019

Call for Proposals

HACU Call for Proposals
https://www.hacu.net/hacu/Call_for_Papers_AC.asp

2/24/2019

Fellowship

2nd Texas ED Policy Fellowship - Texas Tech
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8gxcL9lm2XzIYjOPYX9Lp
Rp1F4qT5DEqAkz1d9JuzDqnkkg/viewform

16

Educational Testing Services Seeks Intern Applicants
Educational Testing Service (ETS) is a major service provider to the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) program for the National Center of Education Statistics (NCES) within the U.S. Department of Education
and the Institute of Education Sciences.
ETS is seeking applicants for the National Assessment of Educational Progress 2020 Summer Research
Internships. Interns will be exposed to and will contribute to NAEP’s educational assessment efforts and
innovations. They will also have the opportunity to attend professional development seminars during their eightweek experience. After completing the program, they will present their findings at a symposium to be promoted
throughout the company. If you have questions, please contact us at NAEPInternships@ETS.Org.

NEH Summer Seminar or Institute Application Available
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Summer Seminars and Institutes are 1- to 4-week residential
programs that support collegial study of significant topics in the humanities and make use of important scholarship
and primary resources such as archival documents, artifacts, or historic sites.
Typically, participants develop a scholarly and/or pedagogical project based on the topic. Programs take place
throughout the United States, and participant stipends help cover travel and living expenses.
NEH Summer Seminars and Institutes focus on the study and teaching of significant texts and other resources;
provide models of excellent scholarship and teaching; contribute to the intellectual growth of the participants; and
build lasting communities of inquiry.
These projects are designed primarily for full-time or part-time faculty who teach undergraduate students.
Advanced graduate students, and those employed by museums, libraries, historical societies, and other
organizations are also eligible to participate. All applicants must demonstrate that their participation will advance
the teaching and scholarly goals of the program. Applicants must be United States citizens, residents of U.S.
jurisdictions, or foreign nationals who have been residing in the United States or its territories for at least the three
years immediately preceding the application deadline.
Please note: At least three seminar spaces and at least five institute spaces are reserved for non-tenured/nontenure-track faculty members. Two seminar spaces and three institute spaces may be reserved for advanced
graduate students.

Office of Postsecondary Education Seeks Peer Reviewers
The Office of Postsecondary Education administers a variety of both domestic and international grant and
fellowship competitions throughout the year and is always looking for specialists (especially in STEM) to serve
as peer reviewers, in order to identify the most qualified grant applicants. Click here for FAQs and instructions
on how to apply. If you have a preference, indicate which program you are most interested in.

Report Provides Best Practices for Financial Literacy
The U.S. Department of the Treasury released a report on behalf of the Financial Literacy and Education
Commission (FLEC). The report, Best Practices for Financial Literacy and Education at Institutions of Higher
Education, provides recommendations for higher education institutions to deliver effective financial literacy
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education and resources to help students make informed decisions and avoid pitfalls associated with financing
education. Read more.

Texas Affordable Baccalaureate Grant Program Requests Proposals
The College for All Texans Foundation is soliciting proposals from Texas postsecondary institutions to develop
and implement new Texas Affordable Baccalaureate (TAB) programs. The TAB is an innovative model and bold
solution for many challenges facing higher education. First-generation, underprepared, low-income, and working
adult students, all part of higher education’s “new normal,” need non-traditional and affordable postsecondary
options. The TAB program is designed to deliver just that. Through a combination of competency-based and
traditional courses, online and in-person instruction, and alternative low-cost tuition structures, TAB offers an
accessible bachelor’s degree that can save students thousands of dollars and semesters of time.
Visit the College For All Texans Foundation web page for more information on how to submit a proposal for
funding https://college4texans.org/tab/

Opportunities for Fully Funded Masters and PhD Scholarships
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Catch the Next Program Partners

________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Catch the Next Colleges
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South Texas College
Mid Valley Campus, Weslaco
Pecan Campus, McAllen
Starr Campus, Rio Grande City
Alamo Colleges, San Antonio
Palo Alto College
Northeast Lakeview College
San Antonio College
Austin Community College, Austin
Highland Campus
Riverside Campus
Hays Campus
South Campus
____________________________________________________________________

About Our Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Ascender Scholars
Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to:
Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor in Chief or Debra McBeath, Editor.
Submissions: maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
debra.mcbeath@catchthenext.org

Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, CTN; Juan Higa, CTN; Ron Perez, PAC; Intern Abigail Gomez, ACC; and Intern
Daniela Urbano, STC Starr campus

“The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Greater Texas
Foundation, or any director, officer or employee thereof.”

Support CTN by donating to our organization, bringing CTN to your campus or joining us for training. For
more information, go to https://www.catchthenext.org/
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