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Let us remember that darkness Can bring forth our finest hour. In this realm shift We come to know
That a new reality is in store for us. -Laura Rendon

Inequality of COVID Effects Emphasizes Need for Equity in Education
The coronavirus has now infected more than 1.2 million people across the country, and African Americans,
Hispanics and other minority populations are disproportionately being affected. “The data is clear and has been
clear for decades: African Americans, Latinos and other minority groups live sicker and die younger,” says
Stephen Thomas, director of the Maryland Center for Health Equity at the University of Maryland School of
Public Health. “We cannot close our eyes or put up blinders to the disproportionate impact of this disease on
racial and ethnic minority communities.” (https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/ )
One reason for this disproportionate impact is that in the work force, “more Latino/as work disproportionately in
the country’s 10 lowest-paying jobs. These jobs, such as being a cashier or domestic worker, often entail contact
with many people. They usually do not offer benefits such as paid sick leave. Workers in these fields are more
likely to contract the virus than people who can work at home and, if they become ill, they are more vulnerable
to losing their jobs and/or being unable to pay their rent and other bills.” (https://www.bread.org/blog/)
“Unemployment could reach 30%, and if it does there are predictions that an additional 15% of the population
will fall into poverty. Inequality will grow mightily with significant impact on disadvantaged
groups.” (https://www.universityworldnews.com/)
In higher education, the inequality is seen as some low-income, first-generation college students of color are
struggling to meet the challenges they face. Some are helping to put food on their families’ tables. Some are newly
homeless, having been asked to leave a rented room or dorm. Still more are balancing their own college classes
with home schooling their elementary-school-age children or siblings and translating for English learners in their
families. Others do not have access to the technology, such as laptops, they need or a quiet space to study.
(https://www.americanprogress.org/)
Education can change the economic level of multiple generations. “It is the very best socioeconomic mover of
lower-income people to higher socioeconomic status. Upon graduation, those grads move out of poverty and
become part of the middle class in significant numbers, and contribute to society in multiple ways,” said
Antonio R. Flores, HACU president. “Texas graduates will help drive the recovery of the state economy,” stated
Texas Commissioner of Higher Education, Harrison Keller.
We cannot go back to the way things were. Now more than ever, there is a critical need for programs, like Catch
the Next, geared to students that will keep them engaged and inspired to persist on a pathway to a postsecondary
degree or certificate, a pathway to success and an opportunity to join the work force.
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STC Students React to Summer On-line Classes
By Intern Daniela Urbano

South Texas College announced a few weeks ago that summer classes would be moved to on-line. The college is
doing this to ensure the safety of students and facility workers. However, several Ascender students voiced the
opinion that they do not like online classes and are considering waiting until the fall semester when they hope the
campus will be open again to start face-to-face courses. Their reasons for not liking on-line courses were varied
ranging from distractions to understanding the lesson.
“I prefer classes in campus classroom settings that I’m already used to. I don’t like the idea of online classes
because I forget to attend class or do my homework,” commented Lorissa Alaniz.
“I know that being on campus for class, I wouldn’t be using my phone because
my teacher would make me put it away. I wouldn’t be distracted by using my
phone,” Stephanie Lopez said.

S. Lopez

L. Rodriguez

“I prefer campus classes just for the fact that if I didn’t understand something in
the lesson, I can ask my professor right after class to help better explain it,” said
Luz Rodriguez.

Student Intern Reflects on Changes Caused by COVID-19
(updated from March issue)
By Intern Daniela Urbano

It has been already a month since I’ve been in quarantine. I started learning how to cope with having my classes
online at home. My typical day as a college student is waking up and attending my 8 am class. I place a sticky
note outside my door saying that “class is in session.” Once I’m done with class, I begin to do homework while
I’m waiting for my next class to start. Most of the time, I’m doing homework all week long.
The reason for this is that my professors gave us more work in order to make up for the class
work and assignments that were supposed to be done in class.
Not being able to go to campus is starting to affect my educational journey because I’m
transferring in the fall to Texas A&M University – Kingsville, and I haven’t been able to
contact with an advisor to help me with the next steps in transferring. The only way to
communicate is through email and it takes a while to get a response from an advisor. Especially,
since students are contacting advisors because it is almost the end of the semester.
In the first weeks of quarantine, I would only look at the negatives of being just at home and my classes moved
to online. Now, I see the positives of being in quarantine for a month. First, I noticed that I’ve been saving money
not using my truck because I would spend about $45 a week in just gas. Second, being stuck at home is allowing
me to be able to study all day for my classes. Third, I’m able to focus more on my physical health by eating
healthier and exercising five times out of the week. This helps me by reducing stress and getting a chance to take
a break from doing homework all day.
I’ve noticed that taking online classes has been very convenient. I don’t have to leave the comfort of my own
home. I’m able to focus more on my classes because I don’t have so many distractions. On campus, I would have
my study spots around campus such as the tables that were under the stairs in the science building or at the
Ascender computer lab. Most of the times, I would see my friends or my Ascender family. I would be talking
with them instead of doing my homework.
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Student Life During COVID-19
by former intern Grant E. Loveless

The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken the way people collaborate, communicate, work and even grocery shop.
News channels and social media influencers continuously discuss the negatives of COVID-19: the deaths,
unemployment rates, homelessness influx and healthcare inequities. With all the chaos around COVID-19, what
are some of the ways we contribute to ourselves -whether its gardening, writing or cooking. More specifically,
how are students being affected in the midst of this pandemic, coping with the practice of self-quarantine and its
effect on our mental and physical state, professional development and financial stability?
At first, I battled with stress and anxiety. Unknowingly breaking down because I felt
my life had come to an absolute halt. I had planned various events and projects, had
plans to travel to other states and out of country and I had so many opportunities lined
up for me. However, COVID-19 came and I felt for a week or two useless and
incapable to help others at the capacity I wanted to. My close friends encouraged me
to do more and take advantage of the opportunity to work from home and develop new
skills. From this encouragement, I have started yoga, been reading more and have
enrolled in classes regarding social media marketing and computer science. I have
started taking more of my time and investing it into my self-care, health and well-being.
COVID-19 has shaken the structure and stability a lot of students have become accustomed to. This online
transaction is pushing them over the edge not knowing where their next meal may be or where they will rest their
head. They don’t know if they will be able to enroll for another semester at their dream university. Colleges
increasing their student emergency funds, community members and leaders uniting to gather resources for
students in need and seeing students create initiatives to combat food insecurity and financial instability are ways
the gap is being bridged.
I have always struggled with my finances, and due to being quarantined, I have had time to self-reflect and
balance out my finances putting my focus on a car and a passport. I am blessed enough to work from home,
advocate from home and even have a home. I am still afloat in my finances, but as the summer approaches, I am
looking for job opportunities so I can continue to live comfortably.
COVID-19 had affected me personally as my father was quarantined, my grandma had anxiety attacks and two
of my out-of-state colleagues have passed. Due to these losses, my academic and professional success has been
affected slightly with turning assignments in late, not answering emails and isolating myself from social media
and my friends. Academically, I am still on my same course to graduate and be able to walk the stage soon, but
I will say studying has been a struggle because lying in bed sounds better than studying.
In all, I have found a new love with the arts, with my health and wellness, yoga and technology. This quarantine
has been a challenge, but I am truly blessed to have the support system I have for my education, well-being and
crazy ideas. This quarantine is a time for self-reflection and growth; this is a time to change and do the things
you’ve always wanted to do.

________________________________________________
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Save the Date for CTN Virtual Ascender Spring Seminar
Ascender’s Spring Seminar brings together scholar mentors, educators, advisors, counselors and trainers from
across the state to discuss progress and challenges in the program and to share best practices in the classroom.
Because of social distancing rules due to the Coronavirus, CTN is working toward providing a “flipped” model
where attendees will be able to access some static course content by May 25 with follow-up webinars/virtual
meetings occurring on May 27th (these would feature speakers, panels and group discussion to troubleshoot some
of the issues we now face with recruitment, student retention and faculty training). More information will be
forthcoming.
“This is a very important seminar for our Ascender familia as we plan for the future under a new reality, that
being that online hybrid education may continue in the fall term as the country prepares for a second wave of the
virus to hit our nation. With that said, how we adjust our teaching for our students to continue to be engaged and
maintain a sense of belonging while dispersed across the state is key to our development as is the retention of
current students and the recruitment of new students in the absence of TSI scores to review or high school visits
to facilitate recruitment,” commented CEO Dr. Chavez
All who are planning to attend MUST register. Only those people registered will be able to access the Webinar
links and materials. Please select the appropriate registration ticket:
Cohort 2019- Cost $150.00
Older cohorts free. Fee is covered by college’s membership fee.
To register for the Seminar, go to: https://guestlist.co/events/651018
UT Austin Credit--- People interested in credit must have registered with UT by March 27th.
For those of you that already registered, Grades are due on May 29th.

Save the Date for 6th Annual Ascender Student
Transfer Motivational Conference
CTN’s 6th Annual Ascender Student Transfer Motivational Conference “The Roaring 20’s: Leadership for the
Next Decade” will be held on-line via Zoom on Friday June 5th from 8:30 am until 5 pm. The conference is a
major component in CTN’s mission to encourage students to transfer. Sessions will emphasize the importance of
transfer as well as “how-to” transfer. Alumni will share their experiences and answer questions.
Mike Guinn, Director and Lead Facilitator at
UpLift Your Life and a renowned African
American performance poet who has received
international recognition as a high energy
motivational speaker, emcee and creative
writing specialist, will provide “My Voice, My
Power” presentation which focuses on the
power of being able to speak responsibly with
regard to social advocacy.
Attendees will receive a t-shirt. Please register
soon at https://guestlist.co/events/651207. Space
is limited
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CTN Receives Support from Bank of America
Catch the Next would like to thank the Bank of America for the generous financial support we recently received
which will help in our mission to increase the educational attainment of Latinos and the underserved, and close
the achievement gap in Texas for thousands of students in community
college and beyond. Bank of America has continued funding for students
during this time when area nonprofits are experiencing greater demand
to meet the needs of low-income and vulnerable Central Texans.
Bank of America recently committed $100 million to support local
communities impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. Of that, the bank is
directing $1 million across 18 Central Texas organizations that are
increasing medical response capacity, addressing food insecurity, increasing access to learning as a result of
school closures and providing help to the area’s most vulnerable residents.
Other organizations the bank will also continue to support include its Student Leaders and Summer Jobs programs,
St. Edwards, Huston-Tillotson, American Youthworks, Capital Idea, Breakthrough, College Forward, Con Mi
Madre, and E3.
Central Texas organizations receiving Bank of America emergency assistance include: Central Texas Food Bank,
Ascension Seton, Dell Medical School at the University of Texas at Austin, PeopleFund, Foundation
Communities, Communities in Schools, Meals on Wheels and Any Baby Can.
Bank of America Austin Market President Nikki Graham said, “Now, more than ever, companies and individuals
must seek ways to support our neighbors who are struggling as a result of this pandemic. We will get through it
– together.”

Catch the Next Seeks Submissions for Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy
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May’s Webinar Speakers, ACC Students, to Discuss Ascender Experiences
May’s webinar is scheduled for Thursday, May 21 from 3-4pm. It will feature a panel of student alumni from
Austin Community College who will share with participants their experiences in Ascender and the next steps in
their educational journeys.
If you have any questions, please email Erin Doran at erin.doran@catchthenext.org.
In case you missed it or would like to review the resources, the webinar recording can be accessed here:
https://youtu.be/fSFkdliE8b4 and all resources are available in the “Webinar Resources and Materials” folder
under “Professional Development” on the CTN Wiki.
For this and all past monthly webinar installments, check out our Teaching and Learning for Student Success
Monthly Webinar playlist on the Catch the Next YouTube Channel

CTN College News
CTN Ascender Program Director, Ramirez, Receives AAHHE Award
Mona Aldana-Ramirez, CTN Ascender Program Director and Director of Student
Success for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusive Excellence at San Antonio College, has
received national recognition by the American Association of Hispanics in Higher
Education (AAHHE). She was honored with the 2020 Community College Award at
the annual AAHHE conference held in March. The Community College Award,
according to AAHHE, “recognizes an individual who has demonstrated excellence in
advocacy, teaching or leadership and has provided significant contributions to the
community college enterprise.”
“Mona is a prime example of the greatness produced by community colleges,” said
Loui Olivas, president of AAHHE. “Her nominators described her as a fearless leader
and advocate who has demonstrated unwavering commitment to her community.”
As a director of Student Services, Aldana-Ramirez, has been in charge of several
programs at SAC including the San Antonio College Men Empowerment Network (SACMEN), a program with
a mission to improve educational outcomes of African American and Latino males through mentoring and
fostering leadership opportunities. Recently SACMEN earned the Outstanding Male Student Program Award in
Texas.
In addition, she has demonstrated leadership in numerous programs and initiatives in service to the college and
community. These include TheDream.US Scholarship Program, Honors Academy, Student Success Community
Partnerships, Ascender Program, Student Ambassadors, and Foundations of Excellence. Aldana-Ramirez has
represented the college in citywide committees and state level advisory boards.
She currently leads the college’s strategic equity plan to develop an equity mindset throughout the institution.
( https://www.alamo.edu/sac/aldana-ramirez-aahhe-award/)
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Northeast Lakeview College Receives Recognition from QTF
Northeast Lakeview College has received Progress Level Recognition from the Quality Texas Foundation (QTF).
Achieving recognition at the Progress Level indicates substantial progress toward institutionalizing an effective,
systematic approach to organizational management, with good performance levels and trends evaluated against
industry standards.
NLC began its journey with the Quality Texas Foundation in 2016, receiving Pioneer Recognition, followed by
Engagement Level Recognition in 2018 and Commitment Level in 2019. Northeast Lakeview College
uses feedback from Quality Texas Foundation (QTF) at each of its recognized levels as part of its overall
continuous improvement process and annual planning cycle.
“This recognition is a collective effort that built on what the faculty, staff, and administration do every day in
support of improving the lives of our students and the communities that we serve,” says Dr. Veronica Garcia,
Northeast Lakeview College president.
Utilizing the same criteria and process as the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award, TAPE is an annual
recognition of Texas organizations that have achieved excellence in organizational performance and have applied
outstanding quality principles in their day-to-day operations. (https://www.alamo.edu/news--events/news)

STC Receives National Science Foundation Grant
South Texas College has received a significant grant directly from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to
support students in STEM fields. NSF awarded $649,369 as part of its Scholarships in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (S-STEM) grant to provide scholarships to two cohorts of 20 undergraduate
students pursuing an associate degree in Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Engineering, Mathematics, and
Physics. STC’s Board of Trustees approved the grant at its regular board meeting on Jan. 28. The funding period
for the grant will be from Jan. 1 2020 to Dec. 31, 2024.
“The project aims to increase student persistence, retention, transfer, and graduation in STEM fields by linking
scholarships with structured student professional development activities,” said Dr. Virginia Champion, Executive
Director of Resource Development, Management and Compliance.
“The grant will foster student success by providing educational opportunities that enable a seamless transfer to
advanced degrees,” Dr. Esmaeili, Dean of STC’s Math, Science and Bachelor Programs, said. “It will provide an
effective support structure that will promote persistence, educational attainment, academic achievement, as well
as personal and professional growth.” (https://news.southtexascollege.edu/)

CTN Peer Mentors
CTN Peer Mentor, Rogelio Saenz,
Publishes Research Brief
Catch the Next peer mentor, Rogelio Saenz, recently published a research brief titled
"What do we know about COVID-19 infections and deaths among Latinos?" with Latino
Decisions. The report is based on data compiled from state COVID-19 portals. The full
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report can be accessed by clicking the link shown in the blog version on the LD website. The brief proTexas vides
a “glimpse of what we know about the virus’ assault on the health and well-being of our Latino community using
available data.” The brief can be found here:
https://latinodecisions.com/blog/what-do-we-know-about-covid-19-infections-and-deaths-among-latinos

TIL Elects CTN Author Mentor, S. Troncoso, As New President
CTN author mentor, Sergio Troncoso was recently elected as the new President of the Texas Institute of Letters.
This is the first time a writer from El Paso has been elected to this
office.
The Texas Institute of Letters is a non-profit Honor Society founded
in 1936 to celebrate Texas literature and to recognize distinctive
literary achievement. The organization’s elected membership
consists of the state’s most respected writers of fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, journalism and scholarship. Induction into the TIL is based
on literary accomplishments.
Sergio Troncoso with PAC students.

Other News
CTN Director of Student Engagement, Ybarra, Publishes in Express News
CTN Director of Student Engagement, Stacy Ybarra, published an opinion commentary
in the San Antonio Express News titled “College entrance exams fail students.” Ybarra
discusses the “growing number of colleges and universities that have become
disenchanted with assessment instruments that were economically biased against lowincome and first-generation college students.” She states her belief that the SATs and
ACTSs do more harm than good and uses her personal success story to illustrate her point.
She also discusses her work with students who, like her, did not fare well on the
standardized tests, “I’ve mentored hundreds of students whose marginal scores and
academic preparation were dismal but who succeeded with a little push, learning
successful study habits, and having a network of support and mentoring. The data-driven
Catch the Next Inc., a college-preparatory program that I work with as a consultant, encourages passion, cariño
and excellence in learning.”
The complete article can be found here: (https://www.expressnews.com/opinion/commentary/article/Commentary-Collegeentrance-exams-are-failing-us)

THECB, Greater Texas Foundation, and Trellis Foundation Launch Grant Program
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, Greater Texas Foundation, and Trellis Foundation launched
the collaborative Texas Emergency Aid Grant Program to support students across Texas public, private, and
8

non-profit higher education institutions during the COVID-19 crisis. The goal of this public-private partnership
is to raise up to $2 million to support the state’s two- and four-year institutions with block grants of $10,000 to
$35,000, depending on the size and need of each institution and its student body. These grants are designed to
expand existing emergency aid programs offered by Texas higher education institutions and complement the
federal funds provided by the recently passed CARES Act by providing resources for capacity-building support
of emergency aid programs or to fill gaps through direct emergency student aid. The grant application will be
made available online through the THECB website or THEF website.
The Coordinating Board’s primary role in the COVID-19 crisis has been to act as a facilitator, partner and
advocate for institutions of higher education and the students they serve. The Texas Emergency Aid Grant
Program will provide much-needed assistance to many of the colleges and universities that collectively serve
nearly 1.6 million students across the state.
“Across Texas, the financial situations of thousands of college students and their families have been severely
impacted due to the COVID-19 crisis. Many students face housing and food insecurity and are at high risk of
dropping out,” said Commissioner of Texas Higher Education Harrison Keller. “I’m thrilled to partner with
Greater Texas Foundation and Trellis Foundation to support Texas students and their institutions, to help
students make ends meet and stay on track to graduate. Helping students obtain high-value credentials is critical
not only for these individuals but because Texas graduates will help drive the recovery of the state economy.”
The Texas Higher Education Foundation will serve as the fiscal agent for the Texas Emergency Aid Grant
Program, working to identify additional sources of funds that may be used as a match to private philanthropic
dollars, such as the anchor funding donations by GTF and Trellis of $500,000 and $200,000, respectively.
Individuals may also join this effort by contributing online.
“We are proud to be part of this critical program. The impact of COVID-19 on students’ finances and plans for
the future is immense, and the full consequences are still unknown. With the emergency grants made available
through this fund, we hope to keep more Texans on track to their postsecondary goals despite the setbacks and
possible hardships they’re facing now,” said Greater Texas Foundation Board Chair Ralph Rushing.

Texas Census Response Lags the Nation
Only 53 percent of Texas households have responded to the 2020 Census, compared to the national average of
58 percent.
There are three ways to be counted - online, by phone, or by mail. If you have not yet completed the once-in-adecade survey, please do so and encourage others to do so as well. It
typically only takes a few minutes and is critically important to a fastgrowing state like Texas.
Because the results of the survey are used to determine how much funding
local communities receive for key public services and how many seats
Texas gets in Congress. Officials also use census counts to draw
boundaries for congressional, state legislative, and school districts.
Getting an accurate count of all residents is critically important to
providing the services Texans need, including the services DFPS provides
to protect children and vulnerable adults.
Remember that the census is more than a population count, it’s an
opportunity to help shape the future of Texas communities.
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Student Resources
CTN College Campuses Offer Various Resources for Students During COVID-19
One of the resources is the federally funded CARES Act Higher Education Emergency Relief FundIHE/Student Aid which provides funding to institutions to provide emergency financial aid grants to students
whose lives have been disrupted, many of whom are facing financial challenges and struggling to make ends
meet. Students cannot apply for assistance directly from the U.S. Department of Education but should contact
their institutions for further information and guidance. Institutions have the responsibility of determining how
grants will be distributed to students, how the amount of each student grant is calculated, and the development
of any instructions or directions that are provided to students about the grant.
Below are various resources from CTN campuses:
Alamo College District
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South Texas College

Austin Community College

Also: Student Emergency Fund: austincc.edu/sef ;

ACC iPad Distribution: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MH3DXLJ?ref=studentbanner
Technology Support/Wireless Assistance /Drive up Wifi; Virtual Clinical Counseling;Virtual Library Services; Student
Food Pantry

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Dept. of Federal Student Aid Creates Hub for Borrowers

The Department’s Office of Federal Student Aid debuted a centralized hub for borrowers to access student aid
information. The revamped StudentAid.gov is the singular place where students and parents can learn about
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available types of student aid, fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®), complete loan
counseling, and identify the right repayment plan.

Form Your Future Offers Free Resources for FAFSA Completion
Form Your Future® is a national campaign from the National College Access Network to increase FAFSA
completion by high school seniors, specifically low-income students and students of color.
The Form Your Future website includes the following free resources to support college access advisers, teachers,
school counselors, and others who assist with FAFSA completion:
• The #FormYourFuture FAFSA Completion Tracker, which displays weekly data about the percentage of
high school students who have completed the FAFSA by state, city, school district, and high school.
• A "How to Fill Out the FAFSA" guide addressing the most common challenges for low-income students.
• Short stories about effective FAFSA completion practices and resources from around the country.
• Social media messages for use in outreach to students.
• A listing of key FAFSA completion resources in each state.

Professional Opportunities

The following professional development opportunities highlight Ascnder and funding opportunities, conference
opportunities, and information for theory, research and practice. I encourage you to forward any information
that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team or students by emailing me at
stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Catch the Next

Staff Opportunities
Activity Description
NCAN Call for Proposals
https://www.ncan.org/page/2020NationalConference

Date
2/24/2019

Activity
Call for Proposals

2/24/2019

Call for Proposals

HACU Call for Proposals
https://www.hacu.net/hacu/Call_for_Papers_AC.asp

2/24/2019

Fellowship

2nd Texas ED Policy Fellowship - Texas Tech
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8gxcL9lm2XzIYjOPYX
9LpRp1F4qT5DEqAkz1d9JuzDqnkkg/viewform
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THECB Announces Requests for Applications for OER Grant Program
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s (THECB) Division of Academic Quality and Workforce is
pleased to announce a Request for Applications (RFA) for the Open Educational Resources (OER) Grant
Program. The competitive grant program provides support for faculty at Texas public institutions of higher
education to adopt, modify, redesign, or develop courses that use only open educational resources. The grant
period will begin upon the execution of the Notice of Grant Award (NOGA) and will conclude on August 31,
2023.
The THECB expects to award two categories of grant awards under this RFA:
Development Grants: A maximum of $25,000 to faculty or teams of faculty to develop new or substantially
improve existing OER for one or more high-enrollment Texas Core Curriculum (TCC) courses, focused on TCC
courses that account for the majority of credits transferred among institutions. These grants should be matched
with contributions from the institution or institutions (contributions can be in-kind).
Implementation Grants: A maximum of $5,000 to faculty or teams of faculty to support the substantial redesign
of one or more TCC courses to incorporate OER resources.
Contingent upon the amount of appropriation available, the THECB expects to award approximately five to six
Development Grants and 20 to 25 Implementation Grants for the biennium ending August 31, 2021.
The RFA and the application forms (as Word documents) for the grant competition are available online
at http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/oergp. Applications must be submitted electronically
to OERGP@thecb.state.tx.us on or before June 15, 2020, 11:59 P.M. CDT.
Please refer to the RFA for information regarding applicant eligibility, maximum number of submissions per
applicant, and courses eligible for consideration. Questions about the grant competition should be emailed to the
OER program contact, Kylah Torre, Program Director, at OERGP@thecb.state.tx.us.
Grant awards are anticipated to be announced in September 2020.

Office of Postsecondary Education Seeks Peer Reviewers
The Office of Postsecondary Education administers a variety of both domestic and international grant and
fellowship competitions throughout the year and is always looking for specialists (especially in STEM) to serve
as peer reviewers, in order to identify the most qualified grant applicants. Click here for FAQs and instructions
on how to apply. If you have a preference, indicate which program you are most interested in.

Report Provides Best Practices for Financial Literacy
The U.S. Department of the Treasury released a report on behalf of the Financial Literacy and Education
Commission (FLEC). The report, Best Practices for Financial Literacy and Education at Institutions of Higher
Education, provides recommendations for higher education institutions to deliver effective financial literacy
education and resources to help students make informed decisions and avoid pitfalls associated with financing
education. Read more.
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Texas Affordable Baccalaureate Grant Program Requests Proposals
The College for All Texans Foundation is soliciting proposals from Texas postsecondary institutions to develop
and implement new Texas Affordable Baccalaureate (TAB) programs. The TAB is an innovative model and bold
solution for many challenges facing higher education. First-generation, underprepared, low-income, and working
adult students, all part of higher education’s “new normal,” need non-traditional and affordable postsecondary
options. The TAB program is designed to deliver just that. Through a combination of competency-based and
traditional courses, online and in-person instruction, and alternative low-cost tuition structures, TAB offers an
accessible bachelor’s degree that can save students thousands of dollars and semesters of time.
Visit the College For All Texans Foundation web page for more information on how to submit a proposal for
funding https://college4texans.org/tab/

Opportunities for Fully Funded Masters and PhD Scholarships
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Catch the Next Program Partners

________
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Catch the Next Colleges
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South Texas College
Mid Valley Campus, Weslaco
Pecan Campus, McAllen
Starr Campus, Rio Grande City
Alamo Colleges, San Antonio
Palo Alto College
Northeast Lakeview College
San Antonio College
Austin Community College, Austin
Highland Campus
Riverside Campus
Hays Campus
South Campus
____________________________________________________________________

About Our Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Ascender Scholars
Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to:
Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor in Chief or Debra McBeath, Editor.
Submissions: maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
debra.mcbeath@catchthenext.org

Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, CTN; Aileen Barrientos, NLC; Megan Diaz, ACC; former Intern, Grant Loveless,
ACC; and Intern Daniela Urbano, STC Starr campus

“The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Greater Texas
Foundation, or any director, officer or employee thereof.”

Support CTN by donating to our organization, bringing CTN to your campus or joining us for training. For
more information, go to https://www.catchthenext.org/
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