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: 

 Catch the Next Receives Expansion Grant from the Meadows 
Foundation 
 
 
 
 

Catch the Next Welcomes New Colleges 
 

Eastfield College is a comprehensive community 
college founded by the Dallas County 
Community College District in 1970. The college 
anticipates and responds to the educational 
needs of students and employers by providing 
four types of programs: academic credit-transfer, college-readiness, technical-occupational, and non-
credit continuing education.  The student population is 15,112, which mirrors the faces of the community: 
African-American (22%), Asian (5%), Caucasian (32%) Hispanic (38%), and other (4%). 

Mesquite, TX 

Eastfield College is located in the city of Mesquite. Founded in 1873, Mesquite was first developed as a 
depot stop for the Texas and Pacific railroad. Mesquite has continued to grow ever since. It is now the 
18th largest city in the State of Texas. Mesquite has a population of 143,195; African American (25.6%), 
Asian (2.8%), Caucasian (36.4%), Hispanic (34.3%), and other (0.86%).  
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Lone Star College is the largest institution of higher 
education in the Houston area and one of the 
fastest-growing community colleges in the nation. 
Not only great in size, LSC is a key driver and 
growing contributor to the local and regional 
economy with an annual economic impact of $3.1 billion. 

Students rely on Lone Star College for Associate Degrees, certifications for work in high-demand 
industries, and credits that enable them to transfer anywhere. In fact, LSC provides more than 180 
programs of study close to home. The student population at University Park is 10,951; African American 
(17%), Asian (11%), Caucasian (30%), Hispanic (33%), and other (9%). 

Houston, TX 

Lone Star College is located in Harris County, Houston. The city of Houston is home to many well-known 
names and organizations such as, NASA, Houston Hall of Fame, and many more memorable sites to visit. 
Houston’s population is currently 2,160,821; African American (22.6%), Asian (6.3%), Caucasian 
(25.8%), Hispanic (43.7%), other (0.33%). 

 

The University of North Texas at Dallas 
(UNT Dallas) is rapidly becoming a 
university of first choice as a result of 
the personal involvement of faculty, 
student support resources, affordability, 
location, and the relevancy of programs 
and degrees to career offerings in the 
region. The experiential learning opportunities provided by UNT-Dallas are perfectly suited for first 
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generation and continuing education students seeking the degrees and experience needed to pursue high 
demand career opportunities in the Northeast Texas region and beyond. UNT-Dallas has a student 
population of 2,488; African-American (35%), Asian (3%), Caucasian (17%), Hispanic (41%), and other 
(4%). 

Dallas, TX 

The University of North Texas at Dallas is located in the city of Dallas, taking the lead as the largest 
urban center as the fourth most populous metropolitan area in the United States. The city of Dallas ranks 
ninth in the United States and third in the State of Texas. The population of Dallas is 1,257,676; African 
American (23.9%), Asian (3.4%), Caucasian (29.5%), Hispanic (41.3%), other (1.93%). 
   

 Catch the Next Welcomes New Campuses 

 

 

In 1975, the Rio Grande Campus,- then just a 
single building on Rio Grande Street, became the first permanent facility for El Paso Community 
College. Using funds and equipment donated by Project Hope, the campus focused on education of a five-
story wing in 1980 enabled the college to expand its course offerings to include the arts, sciences, and 
other occupational education programs. Basic academic skills and credit courses in English as a Second 
Language (ESL) are offered as well. The new Health and Science Laboratory building opened in fall 
2003, and the multi-level parking garage opened the following year. The Rio Grande campus has a 
student enrollment of 5,653; African American (2.2%), Asian (0.9%), Caucasian (8.1%), Hispanic 
(84.7%), and other (4.9%) 

El Paso, TX 

The Rio Grande campus is situated in the the City of El Paso, located next to the Rio Grande across 
Ciudad Juarez, MEX. With a history that spans close to 400 years, there are many sites to explore. The 
city offers a close connection with the country of Mexico which can be seen from certain spots within the 
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city. El Paso holds a population of 672,538; African American (3.2%), Asian (1.1%), Caucasian (14.4%), 
Hispanic (80.0%), and other (1.33%). 

The ACC-Hays Campus is the first college 
campus to be built in Hays County. It is part of 
the Austin Community College District serving 
Hays County and neighboring 
communities.ACC Hays offers a broad 
selection of college classes for university transfer and career training: In addition, ACC Hays students 
receive a full range of support and services at the campus to guide their college career from admissions to 
completion. The ACC-Hays campus has an enrollment of 1,690 students; African American (6.21%), 
Asian (1.60%), Caucasian (41.24%), Hispanic (39.76%), and other (11.19%). 

Kyle, TX 

The ACC-Hays campus is located in the city of Kyle. The city of Kyle offers a variety of locations to 
explore between San Marcos and Austin during leisure time. Kyle has a population of 32,144; African 
American (9.4%), Asian (1%), Caucasian (41.6%), Hispanic (47%), and other (1.07%). 

 

Teaching and L earning For Student Success Professional Development Calls. 

Catch the Next’s Teaching and Learning for Student Success- Professional Development Conference Call will 
be held Thursday June 23. Time of Call:  4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST). To access the call 
please dial:   (302) 202-1110   Code: 519698.   Our guest speaker will be Dr. Rafael Castillo, Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction for Catch the Next. Dr. Castillo will be discussing some books that teachers may 
want to consider for their classes. 
 
Rafael Castillo, PhD. 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction, CTN and Executive Editor, CTN Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy. Rafael is also an 
English Professor at Palo Alto College, San Antonio, Texas. Castillo has a BA from St. Mary’s University, an MA from 
the University of Texas at San Antonio, and a PhD from Capella University. He is included in Don Graham's (2003) Lone 
Star Literature, an anthology of prominent Texas writers whose works have been canonized within the literary pantheon 
of W.W. Norton. Castillo is the author of Distant Journeys, (Bilingual Review Press/Arizona State University) 1991. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilingual_Review_Press
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collection was nominated for the Before Columbus Award, the Texas Institute of Letters, and 
the Ernest Hemingway Award. 

Rafael Castillo’s most recent addition to the literary canon is Aurora, a collection of fiction 
published in 2010 by Floricanto Press of California. A brief literary biography of Rafael 
Castillo is included in The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Ethnic American Literature (2005) 
and the 1986–1987 Who's Who in U.S. Writers, Editors, and Poets. Other biographical 
listings include Rafael Castillo in the Dictionary of Literary Biography Volume 209, Gale 
Publishing, and papers listed at the University of Texas in the Nettie Lee Benson Latin 
American Collection. Catalogued as SRH-1.109 by Gilda Baeza-Ortego, Mexican American 
Studies Librarian, the papers are used by visiting researchers, 
biographers, and scholars. 

CTN- Dream Catchers-Puente Project Summer Institute June 13-17 
 
The CTN Dream Catchers -Puente Project Summer Institute will be held June 13-17, 2016 at 
the University of Texas at Austin.  The session begins at 9:00 a.m., on Monday June 13th and 
ends on Friday the 17th at 1:00 p.m.   Graduate Credit is available to participants from the 
University of California at Berkeley Extension Service.  At the Summer Institute participants 
will learn  about Catch the Next’s efforts to bring Puente to Texas and how the Puente 
framework achieves its mission to help underrepresented students succeed academically, transfer to a four-year 
university graduate and return to their communities as leaders and mentors for future generations.  .  
The Institute is hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT Austin. Funding for new 
colleges comes from a Grant from the Greater Texas Foundation and the Meadows Foundation. 
For more information contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 
 

David Montejano is Keynote Speaker June 13th at 1:15 p.m. 
 

Key note speaker for the institute is Dr. David Montejano, CTN Scholar Mentor, 
historian and sociologist David Montejano is a Professor of Ethnic Studies at the 
University of California, Berkeley. He is former Chair of the Center for Latino 
Policy Research, a Unit of the Institute for the Study of Social Change. Previously 
he was an Associate Professor of History and Sociology and Director of the 
Center for Mexican American Studies (1996-2000) at the University of Texas at 
Austin. A native of San Antonio, he received a B.A. from the University of Texas 
at Austin and two Masters and a Ph.D. from Yale University. 

Dr. Montejano is the author of the prizewinning historical overview, Anglos and 
Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 
1987; 7th Printing, 1999). The book also has been translated and published in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biography_in_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Literary_Biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nettie_Lee_Benson&action=edit&redlink=1
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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Mexico (Mexico City: Editorial Alianza, 1991). He has authored numerous scholarly articles and book chapters, 
and edited Chicano Politics and Society in the Late Twentieth Century (Austin: University of Texas Press, 
1999). His most recent publication is Quixote's Soldiers: A Local History of the Chicano Movement, 1966-1981 
(University of Texas Press, 2010). 

Since its publication, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas has been the recipient of much scholarly 
recognition, including the Frederick Jackson Turner Prize from the Organization of American Historians, as 
well as awards from the American Historical Association, the Texas Historical Commission, and the Texas 
Institute of Letters. Quixote's Soldiers has also won several awards, including the Fehrenbach prize awarded by 
the Texas Historical Commission and the Tejas prize awarded by the National Association of Chicano and 
Chicana Studies, Texas foco. Dr. Montejano was inducted into the Texas Institute of Letters in 1995. During his 
term as Director of the Center for Mexican American Studies at the University of Texas, Dr. Montejano 
spearheaded several initiatives in higher education, including the design of the Texas Top Ten Percent 
admissions plan, which became state law in 1997. 

Alex Espinoza Speaks to Faculty   at Institute and is Keynote Speaker Saturday 
June 18 at our Dream Catchers Motivational Conference 

 Alex Espinoza is an Associate Professor of English at Fresno State 
University. He received his B.A. From the University of California at 
Riverside and his MFA: from the University of California, Irvine. 
Selected Publications: 

Still Water Saints, Random House 2007  

 “Coyotes” in the Other Latin@: Writing against a Singular Identity, University 
of Arizona Press, October 2011  

 “Scenes from the Films of Orlando Real,” in Huizache: The Magazine of Latino 
Literature, fall, 2011  

“An American in Mexico” in The New York Times Sunday Magazine, Feb 
2007(reprinted in Real Essays with Readings: Writing for Success in College, 

Work, and Everyday Life, December 2011)  

“Fool Rush,” in Southern California Review, summer, 2012  

The Five Acts of Diego León: A Novel, Random House, 2013  

 

CTN 5th Annual Graduation Reception, June 16th 4pm-6pm. 
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Please join us on June 16th at the University of Texas at Austin Student Union Ballroom to celebrate the 
graduation of CTN Cohort 2016. We will gather from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The Student Union Ballroom is 

the Santa Rita Suite 3.502- located 2247 Guadalupe St, Austin, TX 78713.  The afternoon will begin with music 
by Conjunct Aztlan, led by Juan Tejeda, outgoing Mexican American Studies Professor at Palo Alto College 

and Puente faculty member. He will be accompanied by Jose Flores, Professor of English at Austin Community 
College. The group will be welcomed by CTN Partner, Ms. Erica Saenz, and Vice President for Division of 

Diversity and Community Engagement at the University of Texas at Austin. We will have readings from 
Yasmin Ramirez, an El Paso poet and Puente faculty member at El Paso Community College and Valentin 

Sandoval, winner of the Southwest Book award for 2016 and member of CTN’s Communications team. Key 
note speaker for the event is the distinguished Dr. Emilio Zamora, Professor of History at the University of 
Texas at Austin who will speak about Hispanic Literary Heritage and Oral traditions.  For more information 

contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 
 

Erica Saenz Welcomes Dream Catchers Puentistas at Reception 
 

Catch the Next, Inc. Community Leadership Mentor, Erica Sáenz is 
associate vice president for community and external relations at the 
University of Texas at Austin.  Erica’s Division is a partial sponsor of the 
Puente Summer Institute along with the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board and Catch the Next, Inc. Sáenz is a proud member of 
Austin Creative Alliance, Austin Script Works, FuturoFund Austin, 
Hispanic Women’s Network of Texas- Austin branch, Las Comadres Para 
Las Americas, and the Screen Actors Guild. Ms. Saenz will be speaking 
about her dual career interest with playwriting and higher education 
administration. Her current board and service commitments include the 
Long Center for the Performing Arts, and Teatro Vivo. Erica holds a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas at Austin and a master’s 
degree from UCLA. Prior to coming to UT-Austin, Sáenz worked at 

UCLA’s chancellor’s office.  

Dr.  Emilio Zamora Keynote Speaker at Institute Reception 

Dr.  Emilio Zamora is a Professor of History at the University of Texas at 
Austin. UT Austin is affiliated with the Center for Mexican American Studies 
and the Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies; He writes and 
teaches on the history of Mexican in the US. 
Professor Zamora has roots in the Mexico-Texas border region dating back to 
the 1700s and grew up on both sides of the international line. Zamora has 

mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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authored three books, co-edited three anthologies, assisted in the production of a Texas history text, translated 
and edited a WWI diary, and written numerous scholarly articles.  He has received six best-book awards (Texas 
State Historical Association, the Texas Philosophical Society, the Texas Institute of Letters, the Tejano 
Genealogy Society of Austin, the Texas Historical Commission, and the Southern Historical Association), a 
best-article prize (the Western History Association), and a Fulbright Garcia-Robles fellowship.  Zamora is a 
lifetime member of the Texas Institute of Letters, a life-time Fellow with the Texas State Historical Association, 
a current Fellow of the Barbara White Stuart Centennial Professorship in Texas History at the University of 
Texas, and a current Fellow with the Institute for Historical Studies (UT, 2013-14). 

 

Yasmin Ramirez Reads Poetry at the Reception 
 

Yasmin Ramirez has B.A. in psychology and an MFA in Creative Writing. 
She has taught a wide range of courses from introduction to creative writing, 
composition, developmental writing, and literature courses. Currently, she is 
an Assistant English Professor at El Paso Community Valle Verde campus. 
Yasmin is involved in various committees and organizations such as Puente, 
Common Essay, Writing Center, and Literary Fiesta. In addition to her 
dedication to literacy in the classroom, she stays active in the literary 
community and writes And Then, a weekly blog. Her written work is featured 
in: HUIZACHE, Hispanic Culture Review, and Cream City Review, among 
others. Yasmin also serves on the board for literary nonprofit BorderSenses.  
She is completing her first book of creative nonfiction titled, Por Un Amor 
scheduled for release from George Mason University’s Stillhouse Press and 
writing her first Young Adult series, Love Letters, for Epic Press. Both are slated for release spring 2017. Visit 
Yasmin's website to read more about her and links to her work. www.yasminramirez.com  

 

Conjunto Aztlan Plays 
Mr. Juan Tejeda (left) button accordionist and 
Vocalist for el Conjunto. Jose Flores, (right) plays el 
Bajo sexto and is a songwriter and vocalist for 
The group as well. Flores song “Hace Falta Amor” is 
featured in the September 2010 PBS Documentary 
“As long as I remember.”  
Juan Tejeda is an outgoing tenured full-time faculty 
member at Palo Alto College in San Antonio, Texas, 
where he taught Music and Mexican-American Studies 
and where, since 2002, he has been directing and 
developing the first conjunto music program at the 

college/university level in the nation. He wrote the Preface and captions for John Dyer’s historic book of 

http://yasminramirez.blogspot.com/
http://www.yasminramirez.com/
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photographs, Conjunto (2005, University of Texas Press), and he is also the author of a book of poems, short 
stories and songs entitled “Enamorado, en la guerra, y reconociendo la tierra Aztlan (1980, published by M&A 
Editions, San Antonio, Texas). Juan Tejeda is a Co-Publishers/Editors of Aztlan Libre Press, an independent 
publishing house based out of San Antonio, Texas, that is dedicated to the promotion, publication and free 
expression of Xican@ Literature and Art. 
 
Jose Flores Peregrino is an English Professor at Austin Community College. Born in Laredo from a life as a 
migrant worker, he went on to graduate from the University of Texas at Austin. While at Austin Community 
College, Jose Flores he has been awarded the Excellence in Teaching Award. He has also won the University of 
Texas at Austin NISOD Teaching Excellence award. Jose Flores has been published in numerous anthologies 
and magazines. For 20 years he has been a Jefe in the Danza Azteca ceremonial group. He currently resides in 
the Bastrop area with his wife where he pursues his love for music. 

2016 Southwest Book Award Winner  Reading at Institute Reception 
 
 Valentin Sandoval will be doing a reading from his award winning book, 
South Sun Rises. Valentin is one of CTN team members focusing on video 
production and communications. Valentin’s book is a poetic narrative of a 
pursuit of the American dream on the border of El Paso/Juarez. The book 
adopts poetics as a form of familial understanding, a surreal kind of folklore 
in order for the writer to understand the life cycle in which he finds himself.  
Valentin studied film at the University of Texas-El Paso, but his filmmaking 
skill and style is mostly self-taught, honed by hands-on work experience with 
writer/documentarian Jimmy Santiago Baca, cinematographer Lee Daniel and 
Emmy-winning documentary filmmaker Paul Espinosa. From the start, 
Sandoval has not shied away from harsh subject matter or daunting imagery. 
At age 19, Sandoval produced a short film about a young heroin junkie 

entitled "Instrumento", which screened at the Mesilla Valley Film Festival and garnered Sandoval's first award-
the first-ever award for best independent filmmaking bestowed by UTEP. Since then, Sandoval made the 
documentary "Clamor" about young inmates in Chino prison, scoring three additional awards, plus short films 
"Zeek" and "The Gray". His work has been screened at the Chicago Film Festival, Santa Fe Film Festival, and 
South by Southwest Film Festival, and Dallas' Vistas Film Festival. 
Sandoval has been fully involved in all phases of production on a variety of film projects for Jimmy Santiago 
Baca's Cedar Tree organization in Albuquerque, New Mexico, a non-profit founded to empower impoverished 
and imprisoned people through literacy. www.valentinsandoval.com 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.valentinsandoval.com/
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Summer Institute Training Photos 
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Second Annual Dream Catchers Transfer Motivational Conference 
June 17th and 18.  University of Texas at Austin 

 
The Catch the Next Dream Catchers- Puente Project - Transfer Motivational Conference “Aspiring to Succeed” 
is designed to introduce community college students to University life experience and to motivate them to 
transfer to a four year University.  
 In this country, only fifteen percent of Latinos in the US have a Bachelor’s degree and four percent have an 
advance degree. When looking at African Americans, only twenty two percent have a Bachelor’s degree and six 
percent of have an advance degree. For these figures to improve, transferring to a four year University is crucial 
to the Latino and African American communities. The same urgency applies to other first generation 
underserved students in Texas. 
 
Participation in the   summer conference will offer a unique opportunity for our Catch the Next Dream Catcher -
Puente students to have an on-campus dormitory experience at Texas’s flagship university. The conference is 
hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT Austin.  For more information contact: 
Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org  
 

Victor Saenz  keynote speaker Dream Catchers  Conference June 17 

 

Victor B. Sáenz, Ph.D. is an associate professor in the Department of Educational 
Administration at the University of Texas at Austin, and he is a Fellow in the Sid W. 
Richardson Regents Chair in Community College Leadership (2013-14). He also holds 
a faculty appointment with the UT Center for Mexican American Studies, and since 
2008 he has been a Faculty Fellow with the UT Division of Diversity and Community 
Engagement (DDCE). Dr. Sáenz has published in numerous peer-reviewed journals 
and also has three book projects underway, including one on Latino males in higher 
education (Stylus Publishing). His current research on this topic examines their 
experiences at both two-year and four-year institutions as they navigate their college 
pathways. 

In fall 2010 Dr. Saenz began an award-winning initiative called Project MALES (Mentoring to Achieve Latino 
Educational Success), a research and mentoring effort based within DDCE at the University of Texas at Austin. 
Project MALES has received state and national acclaim due to its innovative intergenerational approach to 
mentoring young Latino males. In June 2013 the project launched a new statewide initiative called the Texas 
Education Consortium for Male Students of Color, Funded by two new grant awards from the Greater Texas 
Foundation (GTF) and TG, this new collaborative focuses on improving Hispanic and African American male 
student success across the state of Texas. The Consortium seeks to align and coordinate existing programs and 
services that target underrepresented male students across the education continuum, and it further seeks to 
stimulate new male-focused initiatives within Texas colleges and universities. The Consortium members will 
include two-year and four-year institutions across the state as well as a few public school districts. 

mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
https://www.utexas.edu/diversity/
https://www.utexas.edu/diversity/
http://ddce.utexas.edu/projectmales/
http://ddce.utexas.edu/projectmales/
http://ddce.utexas.edu/projectmales/texas-education-consortium-for-male-students-of-color/
http://ddce.utexas.edu/projectmales/texas-education-consortium-for-male-students-of-color/
http://greatertexasfoundation.org/
http://greatertexasfoundation.org/
http://www.tgslc.org/


 

12 

 

Dr. Saenz has received several notable accolades in his academic career. In 2009 he was named by Diverse 
Magazine as “One of 25 to Watch” diversity leaders in American higher education. Dr. Saenz has extensive 
service responsibilities at the local and national level. Within his department, he is currently serving as the 
Coordinator for the Program in Higher Education Leadership, and he was recently elected as chair of the EDA 
graduate studies committee. At the university level, Dr. Saenz is the chair of the Committee on Financial Aid 
for Students, which reports to the UT Faculty Council. At the national level, Dr. Saenz is serving an elected 
two-year appointment (2013-2015) as Secretary of Division J within the American Educational Research 
Association (AERA).  
Dr. Saenz received his PhD from UCLA in Higher Education and Organizational Change with a focus on 
access, equity, and diversity issues in post-secondary education. Dr. Saenz was a Spencer Foundation pre‐
doctoral fellow while at UCLA, where he also completed a Master’s in Education in 2002. He also received a 
Master’s degree in Public Affairs (1999) and a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics (1996) from the University of 
Texas at Austin. Dr. Saenz was born and raised in the Rio Grande Valley, and he is proud graduate of La Joya 
High School. 

Second Annual Dream Catchers Transfer Motivational Conference Photos! 
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Teresa Granillo leads Women’s Workshop. 
Representing The Hispanic Women’s Network of Texas (HWNT), Teresa Granillo 
who will provide a workshop to participating students. The Women’s Network of 
Texas is a non-profit state-wide organization established in 1986.  HWNT’s Purpose is 
to seek to promote the advancement of women in public, corporate and civic life 
through education, personal and professional development.  HWNT and its 11 
Chapter’s state wide unite to celebrate the positive image and values of its Hispanic 

heritage and empowering women across the great State of Texas. Dr. Granillo is an adjunct professor at the 
University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work. 
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Dr. M. Teresa Granillo is executive director of Con Mi Madre, a 501c3 organization with the mission of 
empowering young Latinas and their mothers through education and support services that 
increase preparedness, participation, and success in post-secondary education. She is also an affiliate of the 
Center for Women and Gender Studies and the St. David’s Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 
Research in Underserved Populations (CHPR). 
Dr. Granillo was born and raised in Tucson, AZ where she earned her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology at The 
University of Arizona. She then moved to Ann Arbor, MI where she attended The University of Michigan and 
received a Master of Social Work degree and a joint Ph.D. in Social Work and Psychology. 
Dr. Granillo’s recently received a grant from the Hogg Foundation to examine the impact of mental health 
problems and mental health service utilization on the academic success of Latina college students, an at-risk and 
sorely understudied population. 

                   CTN and Project  Males Provide Workshop 

Dr. Ramirez lead a workshop for our male students attending the motivational 
conference.   Dr. Ramirez is an English Professor at South Texas College Starr 
Campus. For a bio of Dr. Castillo go to page 10. Juan R. Ramirez was born and 
raised in a small village in Aguascalientes, Mexico.  At the age of 13, the family was 
granted permanent residency in the United States, and the family moved to Chicago, 
IL.  Before he turned 14, his family moved to Edinburg, TX and began to migrate to 
Michigan to work agricultural jobs.  Until the completion of his bachelor degree in 
May of 2004, he worked in the fields of Michigan harvesting different fruits and 
vegetables. In 2007, he received a Master of Arts in English with a concentration in 
English as a Second Language. Juan received his Ph.D. in 2015 from Rio Grande 
Valley University. 

 
 

Lee College News 

MURAL 
 

SAN JUAN – A mural is going up in San Juan that’ll tell the story of how sports helped ease the racial lines in 
the city. 
Mayfield Park is going to be home to the mural. The artists are students of Mexican-American studies at the 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. 
“We’re collaborating with the city of San Juan to create a mural to memorialize the history of sports in the 
Mexican-American community,” Stephanie Alvarez, an associate professor at UTRGV, said. 
The mural will take people from the ancient games to how the Pony League helped ease the crossing of racial 
lines. 

http://www.conmimadre.org/
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“We had an oral history that the San Juan community was very divided. Once the Pony League came into place 
there could only be one baseball team. And the team was made up of both sides of the community, and so the 
Pony League helped unite the community, somewhat,” Alvarez said. 
They said they found residents are very proud of their sports. 
“We’re also honoring the ’62-’63 state PSJA Bear team. And they’re being included in the mural, which is a 
rich tradition of sports here at PSJA,” San Juan Parks and Rec Director Armando Ponce said. 
They’ve invited members of those teams to be interviewed by the students. They include Poppy Rodriguez, 
Gabriel Avendano, Rudy Canche and KRGV’s Rick Diaz. One of the very few Texas teams to go back-to-back 
to the state football finals. 
“I’ve lived in San Juan since 2002, and I went to PSJA High, and one of the big things that the coaches told us 
‘Gotta work hard like the ’62-’63 Bears,’” UTRGV student Abraham Diaz said. 
“It’s not just painting a mural. It’s an ongoing learning process as you’re doing it. Being more aware of your 
background and who you are,” UTRGV student Lizette Leal said. 
“Antonces, esto es algo que se va quedar para las foturas generaciones,” Juana Dolores Montiel said. 
“It bonds the community. And I’m looking forward to future generations to move forward with this,” Rafael 
Solto said. 
“Where we can give our community and the kids a history lesson when they come to the park of sports within 
our culture,” Ponce said. 
The mural also highlights women athletes in different sports. 
“Sports played a very big role in the city throughout the history. In times of difficulties, during segregation for 
example, it was unifying factor in the city,” Alvarez said. 
“They left a legacy for me and I’ve got to leave a legacy for those kids that are playing here,” Abraham Diaz 
said. 
You can catch Con Mi Gente segments Tuesdays and Thursdays on CHANNEL 5 NEWS THIS MORNING 
and CHANNEL 5 NEWS at 5.  
 

Texas Dream Catchers  - Professional Development Opportunities 

The following professional development opportunities encourage engagement, demonstrate application of technology, grant and funding opportunities, 
conference opportunities and relevant information of theory, research and practice of wonderful ways to exemplify the academic and cultural approaches 
that welcome and socialize Latino students to college while increasing their persistence, self-esteem, academic success and transfer rates through the 
Puente Project. I encourage you to forward any information that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me at 
stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  
Thank You, 
Stacy Ybarra Evans 
Catch The Next 
 

mailto:stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org
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Staff Opportunities 
 
Date Activity Activity Description 
6/21/2016 Loan Assistance Faculty Loan Repayment Program 

http://www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/repayment/faculty/ 
 

6/21/2016 Call for 
Submissions 

http://www.russellsage.org/research/funding/improving-education-and-
reducing-inequality 
 

6/21/2016 Conference Call 
for Proposals 

14th Annual Males of Color Empowerment and Retention Conference 
http://www.jveducational.org/Proposal.html 
 

6/21/2016 Upcoming 
Symposium 

https://thes.education.utexas.edu/registration/ 
 

6/21/2016 Grant Opp Coalition for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Awareness  Grant  
http://www.myacpa.org/sclgbta-grant-application#sthash.lkCCm48j.dpuf 
 

6/21/2016 Article Trends in Pell Grant http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015601.pdf 
6/21/2016 Call for 

Proposals 
STEM Grant 

6/21/2016 Call for 
Submissions 

Poetry 
http://www.lambdaliterary.org/writers/subs/05/25/call-for-submissions-
backwords-press-2/ 
 

6/21/2016 Call for 
Submissions 

Personal Narratives 
https://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2016/06/14/cfp-feminist-studies-doctoral-
degrees-in-womens-gender-sexuality-studies-taking-stock-8-15-16/ 
 

6/21/2016 Free NISOD 
Webinar Sign 
UP 

https://shop.nisod.org/webinar-series/ 
 

6/21/2016 UTEP Volunteer 
Call 

http://utep.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=127450 
 

6/21/2016 AERA Call Out  Call for Volunteers 
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/AnnualMeeting/2017AnnualMeetingCall
forSessionChairsandDiscussants/tabid/16387/Default.aspx?platform=hootsuit
e 
 

6/21/2016 Hootsuite Social Media Opps for Classroom 
https://hootsuite.com/higher-
education?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=ambassador_social&utm_camp
aign=hootamb 
 

6/21/2016 NASPA Upcoming Conference in San Antonio 
Call for Proposals 
http://conference2017.naspa.org/ 
 

6/21/2016 Yale Fellowship http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/programs-events/fellowship-program/visiting-

http://www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/repayment/faculty/
http://www.russellsage.org/research/funding/improving-education-and-reducing-inequality
http://www.russellsage.org/research/funding/improving-education-and-reducing-inequality
http://www.jveducational.org/Proposal.html
https://thes.education.utexas.edu/registration/
http://www.myacpa.org/sclgbta-grant-application#sthash.lkCCm48j.dpuf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015601.pdf
http://www.lambdaliterary.org/writers/subs/05/25/call-for-submissions-backwords-press-2/
http://www.lambdaliterary.org/writers/subs/05/25/call-for-submissions-backwords-press-2/
https://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2016/06/14/cfp-feminist-studies-doctoral-degrees-in-womens-gender-sexuality-studies-taking-stock-8-15-16/
https://ssawwnew.wordpress.com/2016/06/14/cfp-feminist-studies-doctoral-degrees-in-womens-gender-sexuality-studies-taking-stock-8-15-16/
https://shop.nisod.org/webinar-series/
http://utep.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=127450
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/AnnualMeeting/2017AnnualMeetingCallforSessionChairsandDiscussants/tabid/16387/Default.aspx?platform=hootsuite
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/AnnualMeeting/2017AnnualMeetingCallforSessionChairsandDiscussants/tabid/16387/Default.aspx?platform=hootsuite
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/AnnualMeeting/2017AnnualMeetingCallforSessionChairsandDiscussants/tabid/16387/Default.aspx?platform=hootsuite
https://hootsuite.com/higher-education?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=ambassador_social&utm_campaign=hootamb
https://hootsuite.com/higher-education?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=ambassador_social&utm_campaign=hootamb
https://hootsuite.com/higher-education?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=ambassador_social&utm_campaign=hootamb
http://conference2017.naspa.org/
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/programs-events/fellowship-program/visiting-graduate-student-summer-fellowships
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graduate-student-summer-fellowships 
 

6/21/2016 Fellowship Digital Inclusion Fellowship 
http://www.nten.org/community/dif/get-involved/ 
 

6/21/2016 Fellowship https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/how-apply-humphrey-fellowship-
program 
 

6/21/2016 Mentoring 
Conference 

http://mentor.unm.edu/conference 
 

Student Opportunities 
6/21/2016 Scholarship Student Scholarships 

Google Travel 
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/google-travel-and-conference-
grants/#!north-america 
HACU Fall Internship 
http://www.hacu.net/NewsBot.asp?MODE=VIEW&ID=1667 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to our Students and Dream Catching team of faculty and administrators!!!  

Catch the Next Program Partners 

 

                           
                                                                                                         

  

_______________________________________________ 

Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Colleges 

 

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/programs-events/fellowship-program/visiting-graduate-student-summer-fellowships
http://www.nten.org/community/dif/get-involved/
https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/how-apply-humphrey-fellowship-program
https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/how-apply-humphrey-fellowship-program
http://mentor.unm.edu/conference
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/google-travel-and-conference-grants/#!north-america
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/google-travel-and-conference-grants/#!north-america
http://www.hacu.net/NewsBot.asp?MODE=VIEW&ID=1667
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About Our Newsletter 

A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Dream Catchers –Puente Project.  
Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to: Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor 

Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 
 

Contributors:   Stacy Ybarra, Palo Alto College. Esmeralda Macias, Angelica 
Cerda, Ana Alaniz, Juan Ramirez, South Texas College.   Alejandra Martinez, Austin 

Community College, Victoria Marron, Lee College, Lydia French, Houston Community College.   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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