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Greater Texas Foundation Meeting Community Needs: 

 Catch the Next Receives Expansion Grant 

 

Catch the Next, Inc. (CTN) is proud to announce its partnership with the Greater Texas 

Foundation to scale up its Dream Catchers – Puente Program to address low levels of 

college readiness and completion in the state of Texas.  The Greater Texas Foundation has 

awarded CTN a two year grant of $542,750. Our target audience is TSI-incomplete 

students in the five most populous regions in Texas. The regions have eighty one percent  

of the Texas population and eighty three percent of them are Latinos. Each region has a 

large and growing at-risk population with low educational attainment. The regions are: South Texas, the Upper 

Rio Grande, Central Texas, the Dallas-Fort worth Metroplex and the Gulf Coast.   

  Funding from the Greater Texas Foundation will cover the professional development cost of 

new faculty and administrators joining our initiative from the five regions of the state. Funding will allow CTN 

to recruit new colleges/campuses to join our program per academic year. This coming academic year, CTN will 

expand to:  1.) Eastfield Community College/ Dallas (Metroplex region); 2.) Lone Star University Park Campus 

(Gulf Coast); 3.) Hays Campus/Austin (Central region); 4.) Rio Grande Valley Campus/El Paso Community 

College (Upper Rio Grande Valley region). In addition, Lee College (Gulf Coast) and South Texas College 

(South Texas region) will scale up their programs to students at the lowest levels of Developmental Education.   

Funds will also integrate New Mathways Project (NMP) students in selected colleges to our "Dream Catchers" 

Puente Program by providing them with a counselor to engage them and provide academic and career advising. 

We will also provide mentoring to NMP students and include them in site visits to colleges to promote transfer.  

 Located in Bryan Texas, the Greater Texas Foundation supports efforts to ensure all Texas students are 

prepared for, have access to, persist in, and complete postsecondary education.  Besides our colleges, other 

partners in the initiative include the Meadows Foundation; The University of Texas at Austin Division of 

Diversity and Community Engagement; The UT Austin Dana Center; The Texas Education Research Center 

and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 

 

We Celebrate Our 41 Dream Catchers Graduating this Spring 
Congratulations to our forty one CTN-Puente students 

graduating this spring in four of our colleges. As we finish our 

fourth year of operations, we have our largest number of 

graduates per semester in our three founding colleges: South 

Texas (20 students); Palo Alto College/Alamo (13 graduates) 

and El Paso Community College (seven graduates.) Lee College 

one graduate.  As in previous years, we have students that are 

graduating one year after starting our program. We are delighted 

to share some of our graduation pictures with you. On our last 

page, we list the names of the graduates per college. 

Congratulations to the students and congratulations to the 

faculty. SI SE PUEDE!!!! YES WE CAN!! 

 



 

                     

 

     Palo Alto Graduates 

 

 

 

 

 

South Texas College Starr Campus Graduates 
 

 



 

Mid Valley Campus Graduates  
 Photos by  Mathew R. Loya 

 

 

 

 
 

Graduating Student’s  Reflections 
 

Jose Ramiro Ortiz Benavides “OB”   I am a first generation college graduate. 

I would describe myself as a shy person at first, but once you get to know me, I 

am outgoing.  Seeing how hard my mom works, and how she raised 4 children 

on her own until they all left the nest has made me realize what an amazing 

mother I have. When I started Puente, it was a bumpy road but in the end it was 

amazing. We were like a family, and we had our arguments but in the end we 

came together and fixed any problem and got things done. I became friends 

with people I would have never had the courage to talk to because I am a shy 

person. I am glad I joined Puente because it helped me every step of the way. 

Now, I can proudly say I have earned associates in Liberal Arts in Spanish 

Concentration & Foreign Language.  

 

Cristina Flores, I am a mother of two beautiful children (Daniela and Juan). I 

have a wonderful husband that supports me and helps me achieve my goals. I 

was very scared to start college, but Mrs. Macias spoke to me about the Puente 

Program. My Puente experience was very important because it made my 

college involvement much more enjoyable. Puente taught me to have 

confidence in myself and to follow my dreams. I have now earned Associates 

in Education. I am transferring to UTRGV, and I know I can do it!   

 

 

 

 

 



Olga Castillo, I am a mother, daughter, wife, and friend! I am a college student that 

wanted to show my children that no matter the age everyone can make it. I thank all 

my loved ones for helping me in this journey. I want to thank Baldemar, my loving 

husband, for believing in me when I did not believe in myself. I thank him for 

believing that I could make it when I doubted myself. To my kids, I want to tell you 

to never stop believing in yourself and always follow your dreams. Puente is 

programs that helps students like me fit in and learn. Puente helped me become a 

better student because I became more organized, and it guided me on my college 

path. A very special thank you to my English Instructor Mrs. Macias for helping me 

and inspiring me to become a better writer. I am proud to say that I have earned 

Associates in Education. Si Se Puede   

 

 

 

Perla Abigail Castaneda I would describe myself as shy and a quiet person. My 

parents have influenced me so much and have motivated me to work hard. Because 

my parents are always believing in me and pushing me, I have been able to make it 

in college. My experience as a Puente College Student was truly amazing. It gave 

me the skills I need to succeed in school, and I met wonderful people that I call 

friends now; Puente took me out of my comfort zone and helped me become more 

comfortable around other people, which is very good. I thank my family, friends, 

and Puente for helping me earn Associates in Education.  
Photographer Mathew R. Loya 

 

 

           
 

Viviana Cid De La Cruz I described myself as a nice person and very active in college. I love school, and I 

like to help others. The word “family” mean to me union and support. For me, my family is my support. I am 

my parent’s first child to graduate from college. If I continued my education, I will 

be the first college graduate in my entire family. I admire my father, Samuel G. Cid. 

I admire him because he is an intelligent man, and he is my adviser in everything. I 

admire my mother, Graciela De La Cruz, and I love her because she never says 

“NO” to me. My mother always supports me in everything, and she always said to 

me, “Echale ganas mijita, nunca te rindas mija, nunca dejes la escuela porque es tu 

futuro” In English, it means never give up, and never leave the school because it is 

your future. I want to say, Thank You to my parents for everything. My experiences 

as a Puente College Student was amazing because I learned more things that I did 

not know about college; I love Puente, and I am blessed to be a Puentista. My 

Puente instructor, Mrs. Macias, help me a lot with my education, and I want to say, 

Thank You, Mrs. Macias for everything. I will always be grateful to you for your 

attention and your help. I have earned an Associated Degree in Spanish 

Concentration. My Puente experiences prepare me for my university years. Puente 

prepare me to not be shy and nervous in the new university I will attend. It prepared me to incorporate myself 

with new friends and students, and participate in university activities and clubs. Now, I know I am ready for the 

next step! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Elda Lydia Rodriguez I describe myself as sweet and shy person; however, I 

am also a person with a lot of potential to grow and make my future brighter.  I 

never give up on what I want. My mom has always influenced me to always 

pursue my dreams and to never give up on them. I know that everything I have 

ever done she has always been there to support me. My Puente experience was 

great because it helped a lot with the remedial classes that I had to take. The 

instructors were both very good and very helpful. I was glad I was part of that 

organization. I am proud to say that I have earned an Associate’s Degree in 

Elementary Education. Si Se Puede!  

 

South Texas College  Pecan Campus  

 

 



Lee College Graduates One Student 

 

Emily Trevino graduated with her Associates Degree in Speech and she 

wants to continue at University of Houston and major in Communications 

and possibly minor in business.  

Currently she is on a study abroad trip in Belize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palo Alto Club Leaders Last Day as Officers 
 

 

 

Last day of service as a Puente club officer for Bryant, 

Jesus and Isai. Here at the Student Leadership Banquet to 

get recognized for their accomplishments as club officers 

for 2015-2016 🎓    i e  e e   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations s to CTN Puente Student Prisilla Lares (second 

from right) for winning an award at the Student Leaders Ceremony.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/sisepuede?source=feed_text&story_id=965057570282506
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Palo Alto Students Last Day of Class!!! 

 

 
  ict re  above are Lisa Trevino’s English Composition 1 st  ents celebrating their completion of the 2015-16 academic years?  

 

South Texas College Students Ended the Year with College Fair 
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Austin Community College Students Confirm Engagement in their 

Education   
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Austin Students 

 
 

As the academic year comes to an end, students at our newest college, 

Austin Community College made a pledge to graduate from college at and 

remain in the program until they are able to transfer. 

 

Victoria Marron 

Leadership Fellow 
 
Victoria Marron, Director of our 

Lee College Program was selected 

to participate in the National 

Community College Hispanic 

Council (NCCHC) Leadership 

Fellows Program.  Victoria will 

participate in leadership training in 

San Diego California. Established 25 years ago, NCCHC's mission includes 

preparation an  s pport of Hispanic lea ers in America’s comm nity 

colleges, to the  ltimate benefit of o r st  ents. One of NCCHC’s first 

ventures was to offer a leadership development program, with support from 

the Ford Foundation. We are proud that more than 20 of the 72 original 

fellows are now or have been community college presidents, and many 

others have moved to positions of increased responsibility as upper-level 

administrators. Since the resumption of the program in 2003, three 

presidents, two vice-chancellors, and three interim presidents have been named and more than 40 others have received 

promotions. In September 2010, 20 mid-level leaders from community colleges across the country graduated from the 

first ever NCCHC Mid-Management Leadership Fellows Program. Five more classes have been held since then.  Victoria 

is pictured at the White House while visiting for Lee Colleges’ First in the World Program. 
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Lee College Students Clean Up Beach 

 

 Lee College Students volunteer to go clean up the local beach. Every 

semester, students pick a variety of projects to contribute to the 

community. 
See link: The Video was made by Briana Velasquez of the 2015-2016 Puente Class. 

She did it for the 1st Annual Puente Clean Beach Crusade.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuWtvc1tb7g&sns=fb 

 

Teaching and L  earning For Student Success 

Professional Development Calls. 

Catch the Next’s Teaching an  Learning for  t  ent   ccess- 

Professional Development Conference Call will be held Thursday June 

23. Time of Call:  4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST). To 

access the call please dial:   (302) 202-1110   Code: 519698.   Our guest speaker will be Dr. Rafael Castillo, 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction for Catch the Next. Dr. Castillo will be discussing some books that 

teachers may want to consider for their classes. 

 

Rafael Castillo, PhD. 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction, CTN and Executive Editor, CTN Journal of Ideas 

and Pedagogy. Rafael is also an English Professor at Palo Alto College, San Antonio, 

Texas. Castillo has a BA from St. Mary’s University, an MA from the University of Texas 

at San Antonio, and a PhD from Capella University. He is included in Don Graham's 

(2003) Lone Star Literature, an anthology of prominent Texas writers whose works have 

been canonized within the literary pantheon of W.W. Norton. Castillo is the author 

of Distant Journeys, (Bilingual Review Press/Arizona State University) 1991. The 

collection was nominated for the Before Columbus Award, the Texas Institute of Letters, 

and the Ernest Hemingway Award. 

Rafael Castillo’s most recent a  ition to the literary canon is A rora, a collection of fiction 

published in 2010 by Floricanto Press of California. A brief literary biography of Rafael 

Castillo is included in The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Ethnic American Literature (2005) and the 1986–1987 Who's Who 

in U.S. Writers, Editors, and Poets. Other biographical listings include Rafael Castillo in the Dictionary of Literary 

Biography Volume 209, Gale Publishing, and papers listed at the University of Texas in the 

Nettie Lee Benson Latin American Collection. Catalogued as SRH-1.109 by Gilda Baeza-

Ortego, Mexican American Studies Librarian, the papers are used by visiting researchers, 

biographers, and scholars. 

Thank you Dr. Leach. 
Thank you to Dr. Edward Leach from UT Austin for joining us for our May 19

th
 call. Dr. 

Edward Leach is the Executive Director of the National Institute for Staff and Organizational 

Development (NISOD), a membership organization that promotes excellence in teaching, 

learning, and leadership at community and technical colleges. Leach earned a PhD in 

educational administration with a concentration in community college leadership from The 

University of Texas in Austin. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuWtvc1tb7g&sns=fb
tel:%28302%29%20202-1110
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilingual_Review_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biography_in_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Literary_Biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Literary_Biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nettie_Lee_Benson&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.nisod.org/
http://www.nisod.org/
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 CTN- Dream Catchers-Puente Project Summer Institute June 13-17 

 

The CTN Dream Catchers -Puente Project Summer Institute will be held June 13-17, 2016 at 

the University of Texas at Austin.  The session begins at 9:00 a.m., on Monday June 13th and 

ends on Friday the 17
th

 at 1:00 p.m.   Graduate Credit is available to participants from the 

University of California at Berkeley Extension Service.  At the Summer Institute participants 

will learn  abo t Catch the Next’s efforts to bring   ente to Texas an  how the Puente 

framework achieves its mission to help underrepresented students succeed academically, 

transfer to a four-year university graduate and return to their communities as leaders and mentors for future 

generations.  .  

The Institute is hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT Austin. Funding for new 

colleges comes from a Grant from the Greater Texas Foundation and the Meadows Foundation. 

For more information contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

David Montejano is Keynote Speaker June 13
th

 at 1:15 p.m. 
 

Key note speaker for the institute is Dr. David Montejano, CTN Scholar Mentor, 

historian and sociologist David Montejano is a Professor of Ethnic Studies at the 

University of California, Berkeley. He is former Chair of the Center for Latino 

Policy Research, a Unit of the Institute for the Study of Social Change. 

Previously he was an Associate Professor of History and Sociology and Director 

of the Center for Mexican American Studies (1996-2000) at the University of 

Texas at Austin. A native of San Antonio, he received a B.A. from the University 

of Texas at Austin and two Masters and a Ph.D. from Yale University. 

Dr. Montejano is the author of the prizewinning historical overview, Anglos and 

Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 

1987; 7th Printing, 1999). The book also has been translated and published in 

Mexico (Mexico City: Editorial Alianza, 1991). He has authored numerous 

scholarly articles and book chapters, and edited Chicano Politics and Society in 

the Late Twentieth Century (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1999). His most recent publication is Quixote's 

Soldiers: A Local History of the Chicano Movement, 1966-1981 (University of Texas Press, 2010). 

Since its publication, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas has been the recipient of much scholarly 

recognition, including the Frederick Jackson Turner Prize from the Organization of American Historians, as 

well as awards from the American Historical Association, the Texas Historical Commission, and the Texas 

Institute of Letters. Quixote's Soldiers has also won several awards, including the Fehrenbach prize awarded by 

the Texas Historical Commission and the Tejas prize awarded by the National Association of Chicano and 

Chicana Studies, Texas foco. Dr. Montejano was inducted into the Texas Institute of Letters in 1995. During his 

term as Director of the Center for Mexican American Studies at the University of Texas, Dr. Montejano 

spearheaded several initiatives in higher education, including the design of the Texas Top Ten Percent 

admissions plan, which became state law in 1997. 

mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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Alex Espinoza Speaks to Faculty   at Institute and is Keynote Speaker Saturday 
June 18 at our Dream Catchers Motivational Conference 

 Alex Espinoza is an Associate Professor of English at Fresno State 
University. He received his B.A. From the University of California at 
Riverside and his MFA: from the University of California, Irvine. 
Selected Publications: 

Still Water Saints, Random House 2007  

 “Coyotes” in the Other Latin@: Writing against a Singular Identity, University 

of Arizona Press, October 2011  

 “ cenes from the Films of Orlan o Real,” in Huizache: The Magazine of Latino 

Literature, fall, 2011  

“An American in Mexico” in The New York Times Sunday Magazine, Feb 

2007(reprinted in Real Essays with Readings: Writing for Success in College, 

Work, and Everyday Life, December 2011)  

“Fool R sh,” in Southern California Review, summer, 2012  

The Five Acts of Diego León: A Novel, Random House, 2013  

You are cordially invited 

CTN 5th Annual Graduation Reception, June 16th 4pm-6pm. 

  Please join us on June 16
th

 at the University of Texas at Austin Student Union Ballroom to celebrate the 

graduation of CTN Cohort 2016. We will gather from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The Student Union Ballroom is 

the Santa Rita Suite 3.502- located 2247 Guadalupe St, Austin, TX 78713.  The afternoon will begin with music 

by Conjunct Aztlan, led by Juan Tejeda, outgoing Mexican American Studies Professor at Palo Alto College 

and Puente faculty member. He will be accompanied by Jose Flores, Professor of English at Austin Community 

College. The group will be welcomed by CTN Partner, Ms. Erica Saenz, and Vice President for Division of 

Diversity and Community Engagement at the University of Texas at Austin. We will have readings from 

Yasmin Ramirez, an El Paso poet and Puente faculty member at El Paso Community College and Valentin 

Sandoval, winner of the Southwest Book award for 2016 and member of CTN’s Communications team. Key 

note speaker for the event is the distinguished Dr. Emilio Zamora, Professor of History at the University of 

Texas at Austin who will speak about Hispanic Literary Heritage and Oral traditions.  For more information 

contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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Erica Saenz Welcomes Dream Catchers Puentistas at Reception 

 
Catch the Next, Inc. Community Leadership Mentor, Erica Sáenz is 

associate vice president for community and external relations at the 

University of Texas at A stin.  Erica’s Division is a partial sponsor of the 

Puente Summer Institute along with the Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board and Catch the Next, Inc. Sáenz is a proud member of 

Austin Creative Alliance, Austin Script Works, FuturoFund Austin, 

Hispanic Women’s Network of Texas- Austin branch, Las Comadres 

Para Las Americas, and the Screen Actors Guild. Ms. Saenz will be 

speaking about her dual career interest with playwriting and higher 

education administration. Her current board and service commitments 

include the Long Center for the Performing Arts, and Teatro Vivo. Erica 

hol s a bachelor’s  egree from the University of Texas at A stin an  a 

master’s  egree from UCLA.  rior to coming to UT-Austin, Sáenz 

worke  at UCLA’s chancellor’s office.  

Dr.  Emilio Zamora Keynote Speaker at Institute Reception 

Dr.  Emilio Zamora is a Professor of History at the University of Texas at 

Austin. UT Austin is affiliated with the Center for Mexican American 

Studies and the Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies; He writes 

and teaches on the history of Mexican in the US. 

Professor Zamora has roots in the Mexico-Texas border region dating back to 

the 1700s and grew up on both sides of the international line. Zamora has 

authored three books, co-edited three anthologies, assisted in the production 

of a Texas history text, translated and edited a WWI diary, and written 

numerous scholarly articles.  He has received six best-book awards (Texas 

State Historical Association, the Texas Philosophical Society, the Texas 

Institute of Letters, the Tejano Genealogy Society of Austin, the Texas 

Historical Commission, and the Southern Historical Association), a best-

article prize (the Western History Association), and a Fulbright Garcia-

Robles fellowship.  Zamora is a lifetime member of the Texas Institute of 

Letters, a life-time Fellow with the Texas State Historical Association, a 

current Fellow of the Barbara White Stuart Centennial Professorship in Texas 

History at the University of Texas, and a current Fellow with the Institute for Historical Studies (UT, 2013-14). 
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Yasmin Ramirez Reads Poetry at the Reception 
 

Yasmin Ramirez has B.A. in psychology and an MFA in Creative Writing. 

She has taught a wide range of courses from introduction to creative writing, 

composition, developmental writing, and literature courses. Currently, she is 

an Assistant English Professor at El Paso Community Valle Verde campus. 

Yasmin is involved in various committees and organizations such as Puente, 

Common Essay, Writing Center, and Literary Fiesta. In addition to her 

dedication to literacy in the classroom, she stays active in the literary 

community and writes And Then, a weekly blog. Her written work is featured 

in: HUIZACHE, Hispanic Culture Review, and Cream City Review, among 

others. Yasmin also serves on the board for literary nonprofit BorderSenses.  
She is completing her first book of creative nonfiction titled, Por Un Amor 

scheduled for release from George Mason University’s  tillho se  ress an  

writing her first Young Adult series, Love Letters, for Epic Press. Both are 

slated for release spring 2017. Visit Yasmin's website to read more about her and links to her 

work. www.yasminramirez.com  

 

Conjunto Aztlan Plays 
Mr. Juan Tejeda (left) button accordionist and 

Vocalist for el Conjunto. Jose Flores, (right) plays el 

Bajo sexto and is a songwriter and vocalist for 

The group as well. Flores song “Hace Falta Amor” is 

featured in the September 2010 PBS Documentary 

“As long as I remember.”  

Juan Tejeda is an outgoing tenured full-time faculty 

member at Palo Alto College in San Antonio, Texas, 

where he taught Music and Mexican-American Studies 

and where, since 2002, he has been directing and 

developing the first conjunto music program at the college/university level in the nation. He wrote the Preface 

an  captions for John Dyer’s historic book of photographs, Conj nto (2005, University of Texas  ress), an  he 

is also the author of a book of poems, short stories and songs entitled “Enamorado, en la guerra, y reconociendo 

la tierra Aztlan (1980, published by M&A Editions, San Antonio, Texas). Juan Tejeda is a Co-

Publishers/Editors of Aztlan Libre Press, an independent publishing house based out of San Antonio, Texas, 

that is dedicated to the promotion, publication and free expression of Xican@ Literature and Art. 

 

Jose Flores Peregrino is an English Professor at Austin Community College. Born in Laredo from a life as a 

migrant worker, he went on to graduate from the University of Texas at Austin. While at Austin Community 

College, Jose Flores he has been awarded the Excellence in Teaching Award. He has also won the University of 

Texas at Austin NISOD Teaching Excellence award. Jose Flores has been published in numerous anthologies 

and magazines. For 20 years he has been a Jefe in the Danza Azteca ceremonial group. He currently resides in 

the Bastrop area with his wife where he pursues his love for music. 

http://yasminramirez.blogspot.com/
http://www.yasminramirez.com/
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2016 Southwest Book Award Winner  Reading at Institute Reception 

 

 Valentin Sandoval will be doing a reading from his award winning book, 

South Sun Rises. Valentin is one of CTN team members focusing on video 

production and communications. Valentin’s book is a poetic narrative of a 

pursuit of the American dream on the border of El Paso/Juarez. The book 

adopts poetics as a form of familial understanding, a surreal kind of folklore 

in order for the writer to understand the life cycle in which he finds himself.  

Valentin studied film at the University of Texas-El Paso, but his filmmaking 

skill and style is mostly self-taught, honed by hands-on work experience 

with writer/documentarian Jimmy Santiago Baca, cinematographer Lee 

Daniel and Emmy-winning documentary filmmaker Paul Espinosa. From 

the start, Sandoval has not shied away from harsh subject matter or daunting 

imagery. At age 19, Sandoval produced a short film about a young heroin 

junkie entitled "Instrumento", which screened at the Mesilla Valley Film Festival and garnered Sandoval's first 

award-the first-ever award for best independent filmmaking bestowed by UTEP. Since then, Sandoval made the 

documentary "Clamor" about young inmates in Chino prison, scoring three additional awards, plus short films 

"Zeek" and "The Gray". His work has been screened at the Chicago Film Festival, Santa Fe Film Festival, and 

South by Southwest Film Festival, and Dallas' Vistas Film Festival. 

Sandoval has been fully involved in all phases of production on a variety of film projects for Jimmy Santiago 

Baca's Cedar Tree organization in Albuquerque, New Mexico, a non-profit founded to empower impoverished 

and imprisoned people through literacy. www.valentinsandoval.com 

 

 Second Annual Dream Catchers Transfer Motivational Conference 

June 17
th

 and 18.  University of Texas at Austin 

 
 The Catch the Next Dream Catchers- Puente Project - Transfer Motivational Conference 

“Aspiring to   ccee ” is designed to introduce community college students to University 

life experience and to motivate them to transfer to a four year University.  

 

 In this country, only fifteen percent of Latinos in the U  have a Bachelor’s  egree an  

four percent have an advance degree. When looking at African Americans, only twenty 

two percent have a Bachelor’s  egree an  six percent of have an a vance  egree. For these fig res to improve, 

transferring to a four year University is crucial to the Latino and African American communities. The same 

urgency applies to other first generation underserved students in Texas. 

 

 Participation in the   summer conference will offer a unique opportunity for our Catch the Next Dream Catcher 

-Puente students to have an on-camp s  ormitory experience at Texas’s flagship  niversity. The conference is 

hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT Austin.  For more information contact: 

Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org  

 

 

http://www.valentinsandoval.com/
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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Victor Saenz  keynote speaker Dream Catchers  Conference June 17 

 

Victor B. Sáenz, Ph.D. is an associate professor in the Department of Educational 

Administration at the University of Texas at Austin, and he is a Fellow in the Sid W. 

Richardson Regents Chair in Community College Leadership (2013-14). He also 

holds a faculty appointment with the UT Center for Mexican American Studies, and 

since 2008 he has been a Faculty Fellow with the UT Division of Diversity and 

Community Engagement (DDCE). Dr. Sáenz has published in numerous peer-

reviewed journals and also has three book projects underway, including one on 

Latino males in higher education (Stylus Publishing). His current research on this 

topic examines their experiences at both two-year and four-year institutions as they 

navigate their college pathways. 

In fall 2010 Dr. Saenz began an award-winning initiative called Project MALES 

(Mentoring to Achieve Latino Educational Success), a research and mentoring effort based within DDCE at the 

University of Texas at Austin. Project MALES has received state and national acclaim due to its innovative 

intergenerational approach to mentoring young Latino males. In June 2013 the project launched a new statewide 

initiative called the Texas Education Consortium for Male Students of Color, Funded by two new grant awards 

from the Greater Texas Foundation (GTF) and TG, this new collaborative focuses on improving Hispanic and 

African American male student success across the state of Texas. The Consortium seeks to align and coordinate 

existing programs and services that target underrepresented male students across the education continuum, and 

it further seeks to stimulate new male-focused initiatives within Texas colleges and universities. The 

Consortium members will include two-year and four-year institutions across the state as well as a few public 

school districts. 

Dr. Saenz has received several notable accolades in his academic career. In 2009 he was named by Diverse 

Magazine as “One of 25 to Watch”  iversity lea ers in American higher e  cation. Dr.  aenz has extensive 

service responsibilities at the local and national level. Within his department, he is currently serving as the 

Coordinator for the Program in Higher Education Leadership, and he was recently elected as chair of the EDA 

graduate studies committee. At the university level, Dr. Saenz is the chair of the Committee on Financial Aid 

for Students, which reports to the UT Faculty Council. At the national level, Dr. Saenz is serving an elected 

two-year appointment (2013-2015) as Secretary of Division J within the American Educational Research 

Association (AERA).  

Dr. Saenz received his PhD from UCLA in Higher Education and Organizational Change with a focus on 

access, equity, and diversity issues in post-secondary education. Dr. Saenz was a Spencer Foundation pre‐
 octoral fellow while at UCLA, where he also complete  a Master’s in E  cation in 2002. He also receive  a 

Master’s  egree in   blic Affairs (1999) an  a Bachelor’s  egree in Mathematics (1996) from the University of 

Texas at Austin. Dr. Saenz was born and raised in the Rio Grande Valley, and he is proud graduate of La Joya 

High School. 

 

 

 

https://www.utexas.edu/diversity/
https://www.utexas.edu/diversity/
http://ddce.utexas.edu/projectmales/
http://ddce.utexas.edu/projectmales/
http://ddce.utexas.edu/projectmales/texas-education-consortium-for-male-students-of-color/
http://greatertexasfoundation.org/
http://www.tgslc.org/
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Teresa Granillo to lead Women’s Workshop. 

Representing The Hispanic Women’s Network of Texas (HWNT), Teresa Granillo 

who will provide a workshop to participating students. The Women’s Network of 

Texas is a non-profit state-wide organization established in 1986.  HWNT’s   rpose is 

to seek to promote the advancement of women in public, corporate and civic life 

through education, personal and professional development.  HWNT and its 11 

Chapter’s state wi e  nite to celebrate the positive image an  val es of its Hispanic 

heritage and empowering women across the great State of Texas. Dr. Granillo is an 

adjunct professor at the University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work. 

Dr. M. Teresa Granillo is executive director of Con Mi Madre, a 501c3 organization with the mission of 

empowering young Latinas and their mothers through education and support services that 

increase preparedness, participation, and success in post-secondary education. She is also an affiliate of the 

Center for Women an  Gen er  t  ies an  the  t. Davi ’s Center for Health  romotion an  Disease  revention 

Research in Underserved Populations (CHPR). 

Dr. Granillo was born and raised in Tucson, AZ where she earned her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology at The 

University of Arizona. She then moved to Ann Arbor, MI where she attended The University of Michigan and 

received a Master of Social Work degree and a joint Ph.D. in Social Work and Psychology. 

Dr. Granillo’s recently receive  a grant from the Hogg Fo n ation to examine the impact of mental health 

problems and mental health service utilization on the academic success of Latina college students, an at-risk and 

sorely understudied population. 

Rafael Castillo and Juan Ramirez Facilitate Male WorkshopWorks 

 
 

Dr. Castillo (left ) and Dr. Ramirez (right) will be 

leading a workshop for our male students attending 

the motivational conference.  Dr. Castillo is chair 

and professor at Palo Alto College and CTN 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction.  Dr. Ramirez 

is an English Professor at South Texas College Starr 

Campus. For a bio of Dr. Castillo go to page 10.  

 

 

Juan R. Ramirez was born and raised in a small 

village in Aguascalientes, Mexico.  At the age of 13, 

the family was granted permanent residency in the United States, and the family moved to Chicago, IL.  Before 

he turned 14, his family moved to Edinburg, TX and began to migrate to Michigan to work agricultural jobs.  

Until the completion of his bachelor degree in May of 2004, he worked in the fields of Michigan harvesting 

different fruits and vegetables. In 2007, he received a Master of Arts in English with a concentration in English 

as a Second Language. Juan received his Ph.D. in 2015 from Rio Grande Valley University. 

 

 

http://www.conmimadre.org/
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Texas Dream Catchers Puente Project - Professional Development 

Opportunities 
The following professional development opportunities encourage engagement, demonstrate application of technology, grant and 

funding opportunities, conference opportunities and relevant information of theory, research and practice of wonderful ways to 
exemplify the academic and cultural approaches that welcome and socialize Latino students to college while increasing their 

persistence, self-esteem, academic success and transfer rates through the Puente Project. I encourage you to forward any 

information that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  
Thank You, 

Stacy Ybarra Evans 

Professional Development Coordinator 
Catch The Next 

 

Staff Opportunities 
 

Date Activity Activity Description 

5/16/2016 Video Un oc mente   t  ent’s Jo rney to Becoming A Lawyer 

http://www.theatlantic.com/video/index/480378/an-undocumented-students-

journey-to-becoming-a-lawyer/?utm_source=atlfb 

 

5/16/2016 Article Concept of GRIT 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2016/05/12/why-

angela-duckworth-thinks-gritty-leaders-are-people-to-

emulate/?postshare=2761463081576632&tid=ss_tw 

 

5/16/2016 Book 

Recommendation 

The Power Paradox 

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/312367/the-power-paradox-by-

dacher-keltner/9781594205248/ 

 

5/16/2016 Call for Articles TACHE – The Noticiario Newsletter 

Send Submissions of Updates from Your Community College that relate to 

TACHE mission to 

apramirez@wtamu.edu by 5/27/2016 

5/16/2016 Call for Articles Declining Student Resilience: A Serious Problem for Colleges 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/freedom-learn/201509/declining-

student-resilience-serious-problem-colleges 

 

 

 

5/16/2016 Fellowship PAGE Fellowship 

http://imaginingamerica.org/student-engagement/apply-for-page/ 

 

5/16/2016 Yale Fellowship Yale Fellowship 

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/programs-events/fellowship-program/visiting-

graduate-student-summer-fellowships 

 

5/16/2016 Article The future of Reading and Writing 

https://ed.stanford.edu/events/telos-seminar-future-reading-and-writing 

 

5/16/2016 Fellowship Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program 

https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/am-i-eligible 

 

5/16/2016 Nomination US State of Women Summit 

https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/am-i-eligible  

 

 

mailto:stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org
http://www.theatlantic.com/video/index/480378/an-undocumented-students-journey-to-becoming-a-lawyer/?utm_source=atlfb
http://www.theatlantic.com/video/index/480378/an-undocumented-students-journey-to-becoming-a-lawyer/?utm_source=atlfb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2016/05/12/why-angela-duckworth-thinks-gritty-leaders-are-people-to-emulate/?postshare=2761463081576632&tid=ss_tw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2016/05/12/why-angela-duckworth-thinks-gritty-leaders-are-people-to-emulate/?postshare=2761463081576632&tid=ss_tw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/on-leadership/wp/2016/05/12/why-angela-duckworth-thinks-gritty-leaders-are-people-to-emulate/?postshare=2761463081576632&tid=ss_tw
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/312367/the-power-paradox-by-dacher-keltner/9781594205248/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/312367/the-power-paradox-by-dacher-keltner/9781594205248/
mailto:apramirez@wtamu.edu
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/freedom-learn/201509/declining-student-resilience-serious-problem-colleges
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/freedom-learn/201509/declining-student-resilience-serious-problem-colleges
http://imaginingamerica.org/student-engagement/apply-for-page/
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/programs-events/fellowship-program/visiting-graduate-student-summer-fellowships
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/programs-events/fellowship-program/visiting-graduate-student-summer-fellowships
https://ed.stanford.edu/events/telos-seminar-future-reading-and-writing
https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/am-i-eligible
https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/am-i-eligible
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Student Opportunities 

5/16/2016 Scholarship Student Scholarships 

Adelante 

http://www.adelantefund.org/#!scholarships/cee5 

 

Student Opportunities 

 

Café Bustelo El Café Del Futuro Scholarship Essay Contest- $5,000 - Full-

time undergraduate or graduate students attending a four-year HACU-member 

institution within the United States or Puerto Rico. Students will be required 

to complete an 800 word essay on the following topic: Describe how your 

Latino heritage, family, and the community in which you grew up have 

impacted your desire and motivation to obtain a college degree. Additionally, 

describe what you intend to accomplish with your degree and how you will 

give back to your community. 

Application Deadline: Friday, May 27, 2016. Supporting documents 

(enrollment verification form and a letter of recommendation from a school 

advisor, community leader or mentor) must be postmarked no later than May 

27, 2016. 

For official Café Bustelo Scholarship Rules and Guidelines, click here.  

 ___________________________________________________________ 

 Kia Motors America, Inc. - $4,000 - Full-time Sophomore, Junior, and 

graduate students attending a four-year HACU-member institution within the 

United States, or Puerto Rico, Open to all majors. Students must possess a 

minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 First generation college students are 

strongly encouraged to apply.  

Application Deadline for Kia Motors America, Inc: Friday, May 27, 

2016.    Supporting documents (enrollment verification form and official 

transcripts) must be postmarked no later than May 27, 2016. 

http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For A list of graduates go to the next few pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adelantefund.org/#!scholarships/cee5
http://www.hacu.net/images/hacu/StudentServices/Caf%C3%83%C2%A9%20Bustelo%20Scholarship%20Rules.pdf
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp
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South Texas College Graduates 
 

Student's name Major Catalog Year campus 

1. Alanis, Belen Social Work 2014-2015 Mid-Valley 

2. Castaneda, Perla 

Abigail 

Elementary 2013-2014 Mid-Valley 

3. Castillo, Olga Elementary 2013-2014 Mid-Valley 

4. Cid, Viviana Spanish Concentration 2013-2014 Mid-Valley 

5. Cruz, Yadira Child Care and Development 2014-2015 Mid-Valley 

6. Flores, Cristina  Elementary 2013-2014 Mid-Valley 

7. Rodriguez, Elda 

Lydia 

Elementary 2012-2013 Mid-Valley 

8. Calderon, Martha 

Carolina 

Elementary 2013-2014 Pecan 

9. Escobedo, Maira Secondary Education 2012-2013 Pecan 

10. Gonzalez, San 

Juana 

Patient Care Assistant 2015-2016 Pecan 

11. Little, Michael 

Justin 

Heat/Vent/AirCon/Refrigeration 2013-2014 Pecan 

12. Nunez, Eladio Automotive Technology 2014-2015 Pecan 

13. Pena, Jonathan Accounting 2013-2014 Pecan 

14.   Ruiz, Jasmin Elementary 2014-2015 Pecan 

15. Elizondo, Jessica Business Administration 2014-2015 Pecan 

16. Benavidez, 

Jazmin 

Social Work 2013-2014 Starr 

17. Garza, Jorge 

Andres 

Elementary 2013-2014 Starr 

18. Garza, Jose 

Antonio 

Middle School 2013-2014 Starr 

19. Silva, Cristian Criminal Justice 2013-2014 Starr 

20. Soto, Yazmin  Middle School 2015-2016 Starr 
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                                                            El Paso Graduates 
 

 

Last Name First Name Degree 
1. Aleman Samantha AA 

2. Arroyo Yair AA 

3. Clary Ashley AAT 

4. Cobos Joanna AA 

5. Martinez 
Ruiz 

Armando AS 

6. Palacios David AA 

7. Villescas Victor CERT 
 

 

Palo Alto Graduates 

 
1. Alejandro Hernandez AA Information Security and 

Assurance 

2. Naomi Hernandez AA Psychology 

3. Cindy Martinez AS Biology 

4. Ventruce Turner AA Kinestology 

5. Leslie Torres AA Teaching 

6. Brenda Diaz AS Biology 

7. Valerie Gorham AA Liberal Arts 

8. Rosa Alvarez AA Criminal Justice 

9. Rosalio Ramirez AA Criminal Justice 

10. Kimberly Cruz AA ETSP 
11. Marimar Gaitan AA Business Administration 

12. Danelle Potter AA Business Administration 

13. Stefen Ramirez AS Computer Programming 

 

 

Lee College Graduate 
 

1. Emily Trevino AA  Speech 

 

Congratulations to our Students and Dream Catching team of faculty and administrators!!!  
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Catch the Next Program Partners 

 

                           
                                                                                                         

  

_______________________________________________ 

Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Colleges 

 

 

 

 

 

   
________________________________________________ 
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About Our Newsletter 
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Dream Catchers –Puente Project.  

Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to: Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor 

Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

Contributors:   Stacy Ybarra, Palo Alto College. Esmeralda Macias, Angelica 

Cerda, Ana Alaniz, Juan Ramirez, South Texas College.   Alejandra Martinez, Austin 

Community College, Victoria Marron, Lee College, Lydia French, Houston Community College.   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org

