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We Celebrate the Life of John Siceloff
Friday March 6, 2015, John Siceloff, Founder of Catch the Next, Inc., passed away from
cancer. His loss was unexpected since a couple of weeks before, he was hiking and
doing
yoga
and
had
just
returned
from
a
trip
abroad.
It is through John's vision and personal investment that Catch the Next, Inc., was able to
bring the UC Berkeley Puente Project to Texas. The legacy of John's work will continue
to create positive social change in the state and nation, by helping our students succeed.
The struggle for a better world is not just for those who have little and want more, The
struggle for a better world is also for those who have gotten a certain amount in life to
look around them and think “We all have to live together”…. - John Siceloff

Life’s persistent and urgent question is “What are you doing
for others?” -Martin Luther King
Siceloff is pictured on the right while a child along with parents. He and his
sister, Mary, grew up on St. Helena Island, where their dad was director of the
Penn Center. They hosted civil rights activists from Martin Luther King Jr. to
local foot soldiers like Leroy E. Browne Sr.
A graduate of Swarthmore College with a bachelor's degree in history John
continued his education at Stanford University, earning a master's degree in
communications. Siceloff was a producer for ABC's 20/20 and Primetime
Live and a senior broadcast producer for ABC News as well as NBC's NOW,
Dateline NBC and Prime Story. During 2001 he joined PBS and in 2004 he became founder and CEO of JumpStart
Productions, which produced NOW on PBS. Siceloff has been the recipient of many honors and awards including the Alfred
I. DuPont-Columbia Award and the Peabody award for his work with ABC News' coverage of the aftermath of the
September 11, 2001 attacks. He has also received National News Emmy Awards for ABC News segments on the Millennium
celebrations and NBC's "The Terror Connection;" a CINE Eagle Award for ABC's "Guatemala;" and an Imagen Award for
ABC's "Latin Beat." He also received the Edward R. Murrow Award, Overseas Press Club for a story on child brides for
NOW on PBS and was also awarded a National Business Emmy Award in 2007 and a National News Emmy Award for best
news magazine segment in 2004 also for NOW on PBS. John published the Book: Your America: Democracy's Local
Heroes.
(ISBN 0-230-60533-8)
"When we are really honest with ourselves we must admit that our lives are all that really belong to us. So, it how we use our lives
that determines what kind of men we are. It is my deepest belief that only by giving our lives do we find life." Cesar Chavez

For more thoughts on John go to page: 13.
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Luzelma Canales becomes Catch the Next, Inc. Board chair
Dr. Luzelma G. Canales, Catch the next, Inc. Board Treasurer became Catch the Next, Inc. Interim Chair on
March 3, and made permanent by the Board of Directors on March 31, 2015.
Dr. Canales is executive director for RGV FOCUS, collaboration with
Educate Texas. In this capacity, she is providing leadership for a large-scale
collective impact initiative launched to transform college readiness, access, and
success across a four-county region in the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas.
Prior to joining Educate Texas, Dr. Canales served as a community college and
university administrator for over twenty-five years. During her time in higher
education she provided oversight for resource development, compliance,
organizational development, community engagement, continuing education,
workforce development, corporate training, and adult basic education. Dr.
Canales also served as the lead for numerous national reform initiatives including Achieving the Dream (ATD),
Breaking Through, and several Excelencia in Education initiatives from 2004 to 2011. Dr. Canales currently
serves as the lead for the Ford Corridors and the Lumina Community Partnerships initiatives. Luzelma holds a
Bachelor of Business Administration from Pan American University, a Master of Business Administration from
the University of Texas – Pan American, and Doctorate of Philosophy in Human Resource Development from
Texas A&M University – College Station.

Juan González Elected as Catch the Next, Inc. Treasurer
Juan Gonzalez, Catch the Board Member was elected on March 31 to serve as
Catch the Next Treasurer filling in the vacancy left by Luzelma Canales as she
stepped in as Chairman of the Board of Directors.
González has served as vice president for Student Affairs at a number of
prestigious universities over a 22-year period; most recently, he held the
position at the University of Texas at Austin, which has a student population
of more than 50,000. At UT Austin, González oversaw an annual operating budget of over $100 million
and the annual distribution of nearly $600 million in financial aid, in addition to a $125 million capital
budget. González is the new Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs at the University of San Diego,
California. He received his Ph.D. in Educational Psychology from the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign, his master’s degree in Bilingual-Bicultural Education from the University of Texas at San
Antonio and his bachelor’s degree in Latin-American Studies from Texas Tech University.
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Maria Martha Chavez Brumell Becomes Chief Executive Officer of Catch the Next
Stepping in for John Siceloff as Chief Executive Officer effective March 3, is Maria Martha Chavez
Brumell, Puente Texas Director.
Maria Martha Chavez Brumell’s career has been devoted to education, and
community problem solving and development, within and outside of
academia. Dr. Chavez is Chief Executive Officer for Catch the Next, Inc. /
Puente Texas Director. Dr. Chavez Brumell is a Sociologist educated at Yale
and a former Assistant Dean of Yale College, and a member of the faculty.
She is still affiliated to the institution’s Dean’s Office as a Special Consultant.
Through Maria’s leadership, CTN”s work in academic advising and mentoring
was one of three national winners of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s
challenge to determine, “What’ is Next in Higher Education.” In 2013, CTN was also recognized for its
work by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board of Trustees meeting. CTN also received a
proclamation from the State of Texas Senate for the organization’s exceptional work in helping to
empower Latinos through educational success. Dr. Chavez has also won several awards from the
National Center for Staff and organizational development out of UT Austin and was most recently
recognized by the American Association of Colleges and Universities at their Latino Student Success
Institute sponsored by the Princeton based Educational Testing Service Center.
At Yale, Dr. Chavez established the Asian Chicano Cultural Center at Yale, The Chicano Boricua
Studies (that has evolved into the American Studies, Race, Ethnicity and Migration Major). While at
Yale, she created the LULAC Head Start Program, a preschool initiative for kids 0 to 5 years old) The
Latino Youth Center in the city of New Haven, CT and helped build Casa Otonal, elderly housing
complex. Maria is co-chair of the Yale Latino Alumni Association and member of the Yale Graduate
School Executive Committee and Yale Alumni Fund. Through Save the Children Federation, Maria
researched American’s 101 poorest places which led to the Campaign for America’s Forgotten Children
for which she led the establishment of six community learning centers in the Central Valley of
California. She also has worked with Public Agenda, a research and engagement organizations dealing
with clients such as the Council on Foreign Relations, foundations, and state and federal entities. In
particular, she worked with The Achieving the Dream Initiative, for which she served as Research and
Engagement Coach and member of Knowledge Development Working Group.

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Article Cites Catch the Next-Puente Project
The Fall Issue of the Journal of Developmental Education, which came out in March, includes an article
titled: “Transforming Developmental Education”. The article speaks of the programs funded by the
Texas Legislature to better serve underprepared students including research and evaluation efforts.
Catch the Next, Inc. was highlighted for its replication of the Puente Project in page 34 under the
integrated reading and writing acceleration strategy. The article states:
“The Program is designed to ‘create a community of learning’ focused on the development of students,
faculty, administrators, and institutions to improve individual and institutional performance and
effectiveness.” The article notes “the program is making significant strides toward increased persistence
not only in Developmental Education but in credit bearing coursework leading to completion.”
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Three Years of Data Tells the Story of Developmental Education
Transformation.
As the Catch the Next, Inc. Initiative to replicate the Puente model in Texas comes to completion of its
third year of operations, we are looking at our average outcomes for these past three years compared to
the state averages for reading and writing. All Puente students who met standers moved to credit bearing
course work.
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*Success is defined by the state as students who satisfied state standards within two years of college enrollment.
Puente defined success as students who successfully completed the fall INRW course and passed with a grade of A, B,
or C.
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Catch the Next- Puente Institute Celebrated the Power of Our Familia
Bringing About Positive Social Change in Texas.
The Catch the Next-Puente Spring Institute was held March 25 to the
27th at the Casa De Las Palmas Hotel McAllen, Texas.
The Institute reception held on the 26th was designed to celebrate:
The completion of a year of training for cohort 2014 which
included the team of faculty and administrators from Central College
in Houston, Lee College, and El Paso Community College.
Austin- Riverside Community College who will be joining the
CTN-Puente team as cohort 2015 hopefully along with South East
College in Houston.
Puente Fellows, Twelfth practitioners have finished the
Puente Train the Trainer yearlong sequence to become
Consultants for the organization as we scale up the
model. The group is continuing with the development of
individual tool kits which will be presented on June 20th
to the THECB as part of their grant to increase
organizational capacity.

We Celebrated the Life of John Siceloff
Part of the celebration of John’s life at the Spring
Institute held in McAllen, Texas, March 26th included a
reading of a letter by Liz Alvarado (see below) and
words by Maria Chavez.
The impetus for the scale-up of the Puente program in Texas community colleges began with John Siceloff, a selfdescribed entrepreneur, educator, and storyteller. Prior to his work with Puente, John’s life work had been
dedicated to collecting and conveying, “stories that change lives” through print and film media. John had been
an award-winning executive producer of broadcast television and the founding director of an organization that
created public digital learning tools for teachers. In addition, he had written and published a book about
“everyday American heroes” that validated the power of civic activism in community transformation. Despite
these notable accomplishments, John was troubled by what he called, “the fleeting nature of media in the face of
real social and economic issues”. He was particularly concerned with media’s inability to effectively address the
link between low rates of college completion among Latinos and the nation’s declining economic
competitiveness… In 2010, John personally commissioned a report to search for “cost-effective solutions” to
Latino College completion gaps at the national level. He was surprised when the results of this study pointed to
the Puente program as the only program with demonstrated results that worked with the existing resources of
colleges and high schools. In an interview in late 2012, John spoke of how his early work in media related to his
interest in the Puente program:
I call myself a storyteller. But, as I have become older, I have become more interested in the hands on interaction of
people. If you’re interested in behavioral change and impact, media is not ideal. It’s hard for a single piece of media
to have the kind of impact that is needed to create change.
In our work with Puente, we sought out the local champions. You can have all kinds of resources, but if you don’t have
ownership at the local level, then you cannot create change. So, our first contacts were with community leaders.
In Texas, we have found an extraordinary team of leaders that are from this area and returned because they wanted to
give back. As one person put it, he left a comfortable position at another college because, ‘la causa esta aqui.’
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John Siceloff Celebration Continued
Ultimately, with John’s support and vision, efforts to scale-up the Puente program in Texas community colleges
have been largely successful; the CTN-Puente program has contributed positively to the success rates of students
who participated in the Puente program in five Texas community colleges. On a conference call in late 2013,
John noted, “I’m just delighted we’ve reached this point.” From this comment, it is clear that John found a
strong sense of satisfaction in this work. John’s story, like those that he featured in his work, is a lesson in the
power of civic activism. We can draw inspiration from his story as we continue enlist our power to transform our
communities and the world. –

Written by Elizabeth Alvarado, CTN Director of Research and Evaluation

Mi familia
Maria Martha Chavez Brumell, PhD. CTN Chief Executive Officer
Cesar Chavez wrote:
“When we are really honest with ourselves we must admit that our lives are all that really belong to us. So, it is
how we use our lives that determine what kind of men we are. It is my deepest belief is that only by giving our
lives do we find life.”
John Siceloff gave himself to our cause, and has joined the ranks of America’s heroes. A piece of my heart has
been torn out. His legacy lives on through our work.
“We (shall) draw our strength from the very despair in which we have been forced to live. We shall endure.”
(Cesar Chavez.)

Catch the Next Welcomes New Scholar and Author Mentors at the Institute Reception.
Joining the ranks of Scholar Mentors we have Monica Alaniz, and Stephanie Alvarez. We also welcome
Emmy Perez to the ranks of Author Mentor.
Mónica Jean Alaniz-McGinnis, PhD and MA in Culture, Literacy and
Language with a Bicultural-Bilingual Studies studies concentration from UT San
Antonio. She also has a bachelor’s degree from UT Austin in Ethnic Studies with
a concentration in Mexican American Studies and a discipline in literature her
graduate work dealt with the success of migrant students in a post-secondary
community college setting. She currently works as a Qualitative Researcher for
South Texas College and has recently taken up the post of coordinator for the
college’s Mexican American Studies academic program
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Dr. Stephanie Alvarez is an Assistant Professor of Spanish in the
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures at the University of Texas
Pan American. Dr. Alvarez earned her PhD in Spanish from the University
of Oklahoma. . Her teaching and research interests include U.S. Latin@
literature and cultural studies, contemporary Latin American literature, identity
politics, and critical pedagogy for the Latin@ student.

Emmy Pérez is an Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas
Pan American and a recipient of The University of Texas System's Board of
Regents' 2012 Outstanding Teaching Award. Emmy is the author of a poetry
collection, Solstice (Swan Scythe Press, 2003). A graduate of Columbia
University’s M.F.A. program, she has received poetry fellowships from the
New York Foundation for the Arts and the Fine Arts Work Center in
Provincetown. Her work has appeared in North American Review, Prairie
Schooner, Notre Dame Review, New York Quarterly, Crab Orchard Review,
Indiana Review, The Laurel Review, Karavan (translated into Swedish), and other publications.

Catch the Next Welcomes first Performing Arts Peer Mentors at Spring Institute
The Catch the Next, Inc. Peer Mentoring Program expands its scope beyond Scholars, Authors and
Community Leadership Mentors to now include the performing arts in our repertoire as more students
exit Developmental Education and are interested in variety of disciplines outside of our traditional
Language Arts, Education, Mexican American Studies and Psychology. Welcome to our team!!
Jaime Garcia, (right) directs the thriving guitar department at
South Texas College and participates in outreach programs
donating his time to provide guitar clinics in schools across the
RGV. He began his classical guitar studies at the University of
Texas Pan American under the tutelage of Dr. Kurt Martinez
pictured on the left. He holds both Bachelors and Masters Degrees
in Performance and has performed in Master Classes with many
internationally renowned artists.
Kurt Martinez (left) Associate Professor Applied
Guitar/Department Chair, UT Pan American. Dr. Kurt Martinez
completed the degree of Doctor of Musical Arts from the University of Wisconsin- Madison; he also has
degrees in guitar performance from Georgia State University and the University of Miami. Dr. Martinez
has studied with some of the finest teachers in the world including , Javier Calderon, Angelo Gilardino
and Juan Mercadal, he has also performed in master classes for many world-renowned artists such as
Christopher Parkening and Manuel Barrueco . His studies have taken him to Europe, where he attended
the Corsi Internazionali di Chitarra in Muzzano, Italy and also studied flamenco guitar in Madrid, Jerez
de la Frontera, Granada and Cordoba Spain, with numerous distinguished guitarists.
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South Texas College Puente Club Students Introduce Speakers at Reception
Miguel Soria and Mark Santiago, South Texas College Students joined the Catch the Next-Puente Reception
representing their peers from the Pecan, Starr and Mid Valley Campus. Thank you guys!!

Below, Dr. Ety Bishcoff left welcomes the Catch the Next- Puente Family to the Rio Grande Valley.
Luzelma Canales, new CTN Board of Directors Chairperson Greets the CTN-Puente team and welcomes
them to the valley.

Terri Daniels is the Assistant Director of Developmental Education at
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board spoke to the group about
the article published by the board on the transformation of
Developmental Education in Texas and our wonderful outcomes. As the
Assistant Director, it is her responsibility to manage selected grants
administered as part of the Office of Developmental Education. Terri
holds a Master of Public Administration (M.P.A.), Public
Administration from the University of Texas at Tyler and Bachelors in
Communications Sciences and Disorders form Texas Woman's
University.
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Julia Vergara from UC Berkeley
speaks to the group at the Spring
Institute Reception about her
connection to John Siceloff. Maria
Martha Chavez, CTN, Chief
Executive Officer is in the center
and Luzelma Canales, CTN board
chair sits to the right.

Scholar Mentor Trinidad Gonzalez spoke to the crowd at the Spring Institute Reception about the
children of the borderland, specifically, the refugee children coming to the US to scape violence in their
country. Gonzales is a History Professor at South Texas College.
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Nominate CTN as an Example of Excelencia
Examples of Excelencia is the only national data-driven initiative focused on identifying and
recognizing programs/departments with evidenced-based practices that increase Latino student success
in higher education. If the Catch the Next-Puente Project is as an example of Excelencia, our program
will receive: A $5,000 financial award to be used to support our efforts at the annual Celebración de
Excelencia to be held in the fall in Washington, DC. HOW: Nominate Catch the Next-Puente by
completing the online form. DEADLINE: April 24th.
See
more
at:
http://www.edexcelencia.org/create-nomination?utm_source=Excelencia+Contacts&utm_campaign=5d3a90e3812015_Examples__Nominations_OPEN_2_04_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_717a0c9d98-5d3a90e381135414305#sthash.5AryR3Go.dpuf

Allegra Villarreal Conducts Site Visit
at Palo Alto College
Pictured is part of the Palo Alto Team
during the Palo Alto College Site visit.
From right to left: Daniel Rodriguez,
Education 1300 Professor, Diane
Lerma, Reading Instructor and Puente
Club Advisor, Allegra Villarreal, CTN
Consultant and STC English teacher.
Stacy Ybarra, CTN Director of
Professional Development and PAC Mentor Coordinator; Dr. Yolanda Reyna, Department chair
Education and Puente Education 13oo Instructor; Juan Tejeda, Mexican American Studies/Music and
Deborah McBeath, English Instructor. Missing: Mariana Oscuros Ornelas, William Vasquez, Rafael
Castillo, and Pedro Hinojosa.

Rafael Castillo Conducts Visits to El Paso and Central College, and Writes Opinion
Article
CTN Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Rafael Castillo conducted a site
visit to El Paso Community College and Central Houston College during spring
break for PAC. Rafael is an English Professor at Palo Alto College/Alamo in
San Antonio, Texas and serves as CTN’s Director of Curriculum and
Instruction as a Consultant.
Rafael made a commentary on one of the readings our students discuss.
'Giant’ made a bold statement
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/Giant-made-a-bold-statement-6106273.php?cmpid=emailmobile
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Marco Davis, White House Initiative on
Educational Excellence Speaks to Puentistas
March 19, CTN Community Leadership Mentor Marco A. Davis spoke to our
Puentistas.
Marco provided an overview of the White House Initiative on Educational
Excellence for Hispanics, The President’s Advisory Commission of Educational
Excellence for Hispanics and the Federal interagency working group on Educational
Excellence for Hispanics. He noted that priorities include: Early Learning, STEM,
Hispanic Teacher Recruitment, College Access, Family Engagement, My brother’s
keeper (male initiative) and Post-Secondary Education Completion.
Marco Davis sees the top 8 urgent challenges in Education to be: 1. access to
preschool.2. Suspension rates for preschoolers. 3. Access to courses necessary for
college. 4. Higher level course taking in high school. 5. Access to college counselors is
limited. 6. Disparities in high school retention.7. Disparity of opportunity from high school to college, 8. Men of color.
The strength of America’s education system is undoubtedly connected to the academic success of Hispanics. With the shift
in demographics taking place in our nation’s schools, securing an adequate and equal education for Hispanic students
should be a priority not just for the federal government but also of every person in this country

Professional Opportunities
The National Community College Hispanic Council (NCCHC) Leadership Fellows
The program is delivered in two sessions scheduled to optimize participants’ involvement and to
minimize the time they will be away from their home campus. The upcoming Middle Management
Leadership Fellows Program will take place at the University of San Diego on June 10-13, 2015. The
second session will be held in conjunction with the NCCHC Leadership Symposium in Ft. Worth, TX,
on September 15-17. Early application is advised - April 2, 2015. Applications will be accepted until the
2015
Class
is
filled.
Please feel free to contact: tmartinezjr@sandiego.edu or cell phone, (562) 665-8053.
http://www.ncchc.com/fellowship.html

Public Health Researcher
RAND
Multiple locations
you can view and apply for this job at http://www.rand.org/jobs/. Click the "Find a Job" button and enter
the job title above in the Keyword field and select Search. Click on the job to see the job description. If
you meet all the qualifications, click on Apply Now, and follow the directions.
You may also use the arrows to scroll through all open positions.
URL: https://web4.rand.org/psp/ps/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM.HRS_CE.GBL?Page=HRS_CE
_JOB_DTL&Action=A&JobOpeningId=3728&SiteId=1&PostingSeq=1
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Texas Puente Project - Professional Development Opportunities
The following professional development opportunities encourage engagement, demonstrate application of
technology, grant and funding opportunities, conference opportunities and relevant information of theory, research
and practice of wonderful ways to exemplify the academic and cultural approaches that welcome and socialize
Latino students to college while increasing their persistence, self-esteem, academic success and transfer rates
through the Puente Project. I encourage you to forward any information that would provide wonderful
opportunities to our team by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Professional Development Coordinator
Catch The Next

Date Added
March 2015

Activity
Internship

Description – Link/Website
March 2015
White House Internship: A Public Service Leadership Program
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about/internships/

March 2015

Scholarship

March 2015

Scholarship

LULAC Scholarship
Deadline: March 31, 2015
http://media.wix.com/ugd/41769e_8244e6761935484caef55f66ee0fc447.pdf
TADC Urban Scholarship Fund – Must have graduated from a high school in Texas (29
cities)
http://www.txadc.org/Scholarships.php
Deadline: July 7, 2015

Trending Articles:
How to write a tweet to engage your audience:
http://blog.hootsuite.com/how-to-write-a-tweet-to-increase-click-throughrate/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonuqjKeu%2FhmjTEU5z16OkqWK%2Byi5541El3fuXBP2XqjvpVQcBgNbvMRw8F
HZNpywVWM8TIKNAXt9pkMQzmAGk%3D
3 Big Issues we heard at SXSW Edu Conference
http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/3-big-issues-we-heard-about-atsxswedu/56063?cid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
Cultivating Emotional Resilience in Educators: Necessary Professional Development
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/coaching_teachers/2015/03/cultivating_emotional_resilien_1.html?cmp=soc-edit-fb
Gates Foundation Fine – Tunes It’s Focus in Higher Education Policy
http://chronicle.com/article/Gates-Foundation-Fine-Tunes/228499/?cid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
The Trends Report- Describes 10 shifts in Higher Education – Retention, Career Competence…

http://chronicle.com/section/The-Trends-Report/86/
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Thoughts on John’s Passing
John's rich legacy, particularly Catch the Next, will continue to help countless young people everywhere. May he rest in
peace.
Antonio Flores, President and CEO
Hispanic Association of Colleges And Universities
Catch the Next, Inc. Advisory Board Member
John was the mountain that came to us.
Dr. Rueben Martinez, Presidential Fellow Chapman University

I add my condolences. I hope John's family, friends, and colleagues can all find comfort knowing that
he made great contributions and that his life really stood--and continues to stand--for something bigger than himself. He
will be sorely missed, but he also had the wisdom to put some very smart and competent people in place to carry on his
work.
Patricia Gándara
Professor of Education, UCLA
Co-Director, The Civil Rights Project/
Proyecto Derechos Civiles
Graduate School of Education & IS

Maria, what sad news. He does indeed leave a profound legacy. Please do update us on news as it develops. My thoughts
are with his family. Kris
Kris D. Gutiérrez
Professor
Graduate School of Education
University of California, Berkeley
Maria—I am so sorry to hear these news. John leaves behind a lasting legacy as so many have benefitted from his work.
I will keep him in my prayers. With deep sympathy—
Laura Rendon
Professor
University of Texas-San Antonio
College of Education & Human Development
Co-Director of the Center for Research and Policy in Education
Martha, My heart goes out to John and his family and to you. Thanks for carrying on his legacy.
Con carino,
Cathy Sandoval
Rhode Scholar and Professor
Santa Clara University Law School
Commissioner, CA Energy
How sad and how shocking! I’m so sorry to hear these news. He will be very much missed. God bless you, too,
throughout what must be a very difficult time for you.
Dr. Angela Valenzuela
Cissy McDaniel Parker Fellow
Director, Texas Center for Education Policy, The University of Texas at Austin
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Oh, Maria Martha, this is such sad news. I never met John but heard such wonderful things about him, and I can
imagine how deeply affected you are by his loss. I’m so sorry.
Pat McGrath, Founder, Puente Project
Maria
I am so, so sad. I have been remembering John and the energy he brought to the work of expanding access to higher
education through Puente and CTN. He was a most special person, a gentle but relentless activist. My thoughts go out to
his family.
Jane Allsopp Director High School Programs & Training
The Puente Project
University of California Berkeley
Maria,
It is such sad news. My prayers and thoughts gores out to his family. He was such a visionary our partnership
between Puente and CTN has grown into such a triumphant cause in Texas
Lo siento mucho,
Frank
Frank Garcia
Executive Director
The Puente Project
Center for Educational Partnerships
University of California, Berkeley
Dear Maria Martha,
My thoughts and prayers will be with John’s family. It is so unfortunate …I know that you and Luz will do a great job.
My best to everyone,
William
William Serrata, Ph.D.
President
El Paso Community College
Dear colleagues,
I was granted the gift of spending some time with John last week while on a work related trip to New York. I can't tell you
how blessed I feel to have spent some time with John and his family. Sometimes we are in the right place at the right time.
John was extremely confident in all of us as a board to help continue to shepherd this very important work. It was very
important to John to know that there was a well thought out plan. Unfortunately, he will not have the opportunity to share
his recommendations personally. Please know that Maria Martha, John's family, and I are fully committed to present
John's recommendations to the board in our upcoming meeting. Thank you all in advance for your continued
commitment to Catch the Next and the students served by this program.
Respectfully,
Luzelma
Luzelma G. Canales, PhD. | Executive Director, RGV Focus
Educate Texas | Communities Foundation of Texas
| Harlingen, Texas 78551
This is heartbreaking news indeed. My thoughts and prayers are with John and his family. Please let me know how I can
help to bring John's vision here in Texas to fruition.
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Deepest condolences to his family.
Victor Saenz
Assistant Professor
Higher Education Administration
The University of Texas at Austin
Center for Mexican American Studies
Our thoughts and prayers to John's family and his loved ones. There is no doubt that CTN is in capable hands with Luz
and Maria who know and understand John's vision and passion. Prayers for all concerned.
Yvonne "Bonnie" Gonzalez
Chief Executive Officer
Knapp Community Care Foundation
In shock with you! Will miss him greatly, E

Dr. Margaretha Bischoff
Dean of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences South Texas College
Dear Maria,
My heartfelt sympathy and thoughts go out to you in losing this close colleague. I spoke to John several times to consult
about ACC’s participation in Puente – a genuine, helpful person with a great deal of class.
Sincerely,
― Richard
Richard Armenta, Ph.D.
Associate Vice President for Student Success
Austin Community College
Dear Maria Martha,

Please extend my deepest sympathy to John's family and co-workers. Along with them, you will also be in my thoughts for
the next few days. I will be sending you heartfelt thoughts of sympathy and peace. In addition, may your memories of
John be a source of comfort to you at this sad time.
Thank You,
Leslie E. Comfort, Ph.D.
Professor
Department of Early Childhood Studies
Houston Community College

I am so sadden to hear this. I was looking forward to seeing him in a couple of weeks for the filming project. We in the
Puente family will truly miss him. I will pray for his family.
Debra
Debra McBeath
Instructor
Palo Alto College/Alamo
1400 W.
Villaret Blvd
San Antonio, TX 78224
Maria,

I am so sorry to hear of Johns passing. He was fortunate to have left a mark on the youth in our country.
My condolences,
Roxanne
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Roxanne Franco
Adjunct Instructor
Student Success Course
Community College

El Paso

Maria Martha:

We we're so looking forward to John visiting with us at Palo Alto College. John was a true Citizen Scholar investing his
time & talents in making the world a better place.
Michael Flores
President
Palo Alto College
San Antonio, Texas

CONTRIBUTING PICTURES/ARTICLES:
Diane Lerma, Deborah McBeath, Stacy Ybarra, Victoria Marron, Rafael Castillo, Angelica Cerda.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO SUBMIT STORIES AND PICTURES CONTACT:
Maria Martha Chavez Brumell, Ph.D.
Catch the Next, Inc.
203-508-3129
MariaMarthaChavez@catchthenext.org
Catch the Next website: www.catchthenext.org
Twitter @catchcollege
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