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Catch the Next Changes the Name of its Program to Dream Catchers!
As Catch the Next finishes its fourth year of operations, implementing its Texas College Success Program:
Crossing Bridges, Catching Dreams, we have by popular demand decided to tweak our name to something
shorter and easier to remember, thus we are changing our name to CTN Dream Catchers Program. We adopted
the title from our Dream Catchers Student Motivational Conference which was held last year. Our program
will will continue with its partnership with the California Puente Project and other partners which are listed at
the end of the newsletter.

We Celebrate the Life of John Siceloff
On the anniversary of his passing on Friday March 6, 2015, we want to celebrate the life of John Siceloff,
Founder of Catch the Next, Inc., in 2009. A year later, along with Maria Chavez he
established the Texas College Success Program: Crossing Bridges Catching Dreams.
The program replicates the renowned California Puente framework. John was raised in
the south where his father directed the renowned Penn Center which hoisted civil rights
activist like Martin Luther King, with
whom John is pictured below with his
parents. John is the child on the far right.
John graduated from Swarthmore College
with a bachelor's degree in history and Stanford University with a
Master’s degree in Communications. Siceloff was a producer for
ABC's 20/20 and Primetime Live and a senior broadcast producer
for ABC News as well as NBC's NOW, Dateline NBC and Prime
Story. During 2001 he joined PBS and in 2004 he became founder
and CEO of JumpStart Productions, which produced NOW on
PBS. Siceloff has been the recipient of many honors and awards
including National News Emmy Awards for ABC News segments on the Millennium celebrations and NBC's
"The Terror Connection;" a CINE Eagle Award for ABC's "Guatemala;" and an Imagen Award for ABC's
"Latin Beat." He was also awarded a National Business Emmy Award in 2007 and a National News Emmy
Award for best news magazine segment in 2004 also for NOW on PBS. John published the Book: Your
America: Democracy's Local Heroes. (ISBN 0-230-60533-8)
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Austin Community College Career
Day
Austin Community College had a spring
"Career Day" where professionals talked to the
students about different professions. With so
many of our students being first generation in
college, providing exposure to different
professions is crucial to the student’s college
readiness and completion.
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.Former South Texas Student Solange Nirere Makes a Video
The fall of 2013, we published an article by Solange Nirere, one of our
students at STC that came to the US from war torn Rwanda. She now plans
to go to Law School and to become a judge. Please watch her video.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLtTrklLEJU&sns=em In her honor, we
are republishing her poem written November 12, 2013 with her picture
playing baseball.

“Kids’ Things”
The way that they’re raised in their environment
Will affect the people they will become.
I just listened and observed without realizing it.
I listened, observed
That’s all I did.
I never thought that someday
Someone’s previous actions would actually hold my future.
There is a famous saying that every action has a reaction.
Well, I agree.
Days I live without regrets,
I see myself every day, improving in so many different ways.
Your actions made a reaction in me,
And that’s what makes me unique and so determined.
I’m proud to say that I’m your granddaughter.
I refused to live as a victim
And I decided to live creatively.
A small world I lived in with you
Just a little time we spent together
Still influences my aspirations.
I worried when
I lost you, but
Guess what?
They took me in when my days with you Ended.
House I arrive in and receive
Unconditional love,
I’m surrounded by love,
And I am wanted no matter what!
Respect, integrity and love
Will always be my characteristics –
Just like you Grandma.
Like I said, every action has a reaction
Be careful with your actions and what you do around kids. By Solange Nirere
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Dissertation of the Year Covers Catch the Next- Puente Program
Community Leadership Mentor, Erin Doran Wins Award
Dr. Erin Doran won the 2016 Dissertation of the Year award from the Council
for the Study of Community Colleges (CSCC), an affiliate of the American
Association of Community Colleges (AACC) and a project of the Center for
the Study of Community Colleges. Council members include university-based
researchers and community college practitioners who further scholarship on
the community college enterprise. The prize provides an opportunity to
publish in the Community College Review. Her dissertation titled: “What’s
Expected of Us as We Integrate Reading and Writing?” Constructing
Developmental Education At A Hispanic-Serving Community College. The
dissertation covers the Catch the Next-Puente program and its interactions on
the PAC campus. More on the organization is available at: http://www.cscconline.org/home/aboutcscc/.

Article Highlights Author Mentor Valentin Sandoval
Catch the Next- Author Mentor and filmmaker Valentin Sandoval was highlighted By Denise
Nelson-Prieto on the: @whatsupweekly The article focused on Valentin’s reading from his
award-winning novel, “South Sun Rises,” at The Art Avenue Gallery in El Paso on Thursday,
March 31. The story follows the struggles of a single-parent family of five and how they
contend with traversing physical and metaphorical borders. “Written in a poetic narrative
prose, the bilingual novel expounds on the familiar themes of absent father, single mother and
the fight to make it to the land of milk and honey in pursuit of the American dream.” The
book received the prestigious Southwest Book Award from the Border Regional Library
Association. http://m.whatsuppub.com/arts_culture/books/article_b70585c6-f123-11e5-8afb57f7a3fc5d87.html?mode=jqm

Uri Treisman named Distinguished Teaching Fellow by Education Commission of the States.
Philip 'Uri' Treisman, founder and executive director of the Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas at Austin
has been named a Distinguished Teaching Fellow by the Education Commission of the States,
an education policy think tank. The Dana Center is one of the partners of the Catch the NextDream Catchers- Puente Project. . The Dana center is focused on collaborative initiatives with
the nation's schools to ensure that all children are prepared and able to succeed in a postsecondary setting. As a Distinguished Senior Fellow for the Education Commission of the
States, Treisman will help provide intellectual leadership and direction for the Commission
(ECS). The ECS honors education policy veterans who, in the coming year, will serve as
advisors to the organization and the states it serves. The Commission's goal is to provide
education leaders with unbiased information and opportunities for collaboration, as well as to
help informed policymakers create better education policy, through research and reporting.
Treisman is professor of mathematics and of public affairs at the University of Texas at
Austin. His work focuses on K-16 math and science education. Previously Treisman was also named the 2006 Scientist of
the Year by the Harvard Foundation for his outstanding contributions to mathematics. Treisman also served on the
American Association of Community Colleges' 21st Century Commission on the Future of Community Colleges and
serves on the boards of many entrepreneurial nonprofits committed to improving American education. Treisman was
named a MacArthur Fellow in 1992 for his work on nurturing minority student high achievement in college mathematics.
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Teaching and Learning For Student Success Professional Development Calls.
Catch the Next’s Teaching and Learning for Student Success- March Professional Development Conference Call, is
scheduled for Thursday April 21. Our guest speaker is Dr. Monette C. McIver, Ph.D., Manager, Higher Education
Services at the Dana Center/Mathways. Time of Call: 4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST).
To access the call please dial: (302) 202-1110 Code: 519698

Monette C. McIver, Ph.D., Manager, Higher Education Services at the Dana Center
As the manager of higher education services, Monette provides leadership, guidance,
and continuity across all higher education resources offered by the Center. She leads the
Center’s national higher education developmental mathematics reform initiative, the
New Mathways Project. Monette supports the ongoing effort to work at scale within
Texas and develop and implement a plan for expansion to other states. Monette has more
than 20 years of experience in education. She most recently served as a consulting
director for the Center for Systems Transformation at McREL International, where she
oversaw and supported work in school and systems improvement. She led projects
designed to increase the capacity of schools, districts, and state departments of education
to systematize improvement effort. Prior to this position, Monette was a supervising principal consultant for
McREL, leading projects focused on improving achievement for K–12 students. She facilitated and managed
training opportunities at the school, district, and state levels that focused on systemic change, leadership,
strategic use of instructional strategies, and curriculum development. In this role, Monette supported schools
and districts with implementation of the Common Core State Standards. Monette was also an assistant professor
in the School of Education at the University of Colorado at Boulder. She conducted research in the area of
writing and writing instruction and taught courses related to elementary writing and writing instruction. Monette
has a Ph.D., Curriculum and Instruction, University of Colorado at Boulder and an M.A., Elementary
Education, University of Colorado at Boulder. She also has a B.A., Mathematics, Spelman College.

Thank you Dr. Cantu for a wonderful presentation
Dr. Norma Cantu March 24, 2016,
Catch the Next, Scholar Mentor, Dr. Norma Cantu spoke to Dream Catchers-Puente
team on March 24th, 2016. Dr. Cantu is a Professor of Latina/Latino Studies and
English at the University of Missouri at Kansas City, Cantu’s duties include teaching,
committee work, and the development of the Latina and Latino Studies (LLS)
Program. She received her Ph.D. in English from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln
and has taught at Texas A&M, the University of California – Santa Barbara, and the
University of Texas – San Antonio. Cantu is also Professor Emerita at the University
of Texas – San Antonio.

CantoMundo Poetry Prize
Announcing the 2017 CantoMundo Poetry Prize!

Deadline: April 15, 2016
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Call for Proposals
You are cordially invited to submit a proposal for the 2016 CASP

Conference: “Waves of Change: Setting SAIL in Oceans of
Opportunity.” Texas practitioners want to know how you are
incorporating Strategy, Action, Insight, & Learning (SAIL) with your
students. Then, plan to come together October 16th-18th in lovely Corpus
Christi at the Holiday Inn, Downtown Marina, just steps from gorgeous
Corpus Christi Bay. Proposals will be due by April 30, 2016.
Strands for presentations that pertain to CTN Dream Catchers- Puente
Project: Developmental English/Integrated Reading and Writing; First year
experience and Learning Frameworks Courses; Learning Support;
Research. If you are interested in presenting on our CTN Dream CatchersPuente Project, please contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
If you have other questions, please contact 2016 CASP Conference
program
chairs.
PresidentKimberly.Koledoye@hccs.edu
Sharon.T.Miller@lonestar.edu

Scholar Mentor Angela Valenzuela Publishes new book
CTN Scholar Mentor, Dr. Angela Valenzuela published a new book: Growing
Critically Conscious Teachers: A Social Justice Curriculum for Educators of
Latino/a Youth Paperback – March 25, 2016
This volume presents an approach to secondary education teacher preparation
based on the work of the National Latino/a Education Research and Policy
Project (NLERAP). Renowned scholar and educator Angela Valenzuela,
together with an impressive roster of
contributors, provides a critical framework
for educating culturally responsive teachers.
They examine the knowledge, skills, and
predisposition required for higher education
institutions to create curricula for educating Latino/a children, children of
color, and language minority youth. Growing Critically Conscious Teachers
illuminates why growing our own teachers makes sense as an approach for not
only addressing the achievement gap, but for also enhancing the well-being of
our communities as a whole. On the right, Dr. Valenzuela is pictured with
Cesar Chavez grandson who helped to present an award to her for her
community service in Austin, Texas.
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Commissioner Paredes Request Increased Funding for Community Colleges
Excerpt from Trail Blazers Blog March 25, 2016

Raymund Paredes, commissioner of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board, requested an extra $160 million for the state’s 50 community college
districts to deal with staffing needs and other issues caused by the “migration”
of poor students coming through the K-12 system that can’t afford four years
of university,” Paredes told a joint meeting of the House Appropriations and
Higher Education Committees. “So they are planning, very intentionally, to go
to community colleges for two, three years, before transferring to a
university.” Community colleges in Texas are funded by three pots of money
— state appropriations, taxes and tuition. The state provides each district with
$1 million regardless of size or location, and then allocates a second pot of
cash that’s determined by the number of hours professors teach — called
“contact hours. “In recent years, as the economy improved after the Great Recession, total contact hours dipped
as more and more students chose four-year universities, which led to a drop in state funding. “We are grossly
understaffed at our community colleges,” he said, noting some students are completing far more credit hours
than necessary due to a lack of counselors and other support staff. Paredes asked lawmakers to consider upping
their total funding for community colleges by $158.8 million. About $39 million of this additional money would
go to funding “student success points,” with state funds going to colleges with students who meet certain
benchmarks such as undertaking developmental education, transferring to a university or completing a degree or
certificate. By increasing funding for these performance measures, said Paredes, the state would be funding
“institutions more based on what they achieve in the state’s best interests.” If his request is met, $94 million
would be added for contact hour funding and each district would get an additional $500,000 added to its $1
million in “core funding.”

CTN- Dream Catchers-Puente Project Summer Institute to be held in June
The CTN Dream Catchers -Puente Project Summer Institute will be held June 13-17, 2016 at the University of Texas at
Austin in the Almetris Duren Hall. The session begins at 9:00 a.m., on Monday June 13th and ends on
Friday the 17th at 1:00 p.m. Graduate Credit is available to participants from the University of California
at Berkeley Extension Service. For more information: Ebron@berkeley.edu
At the Summer Institute participants will learn how the Puente framework achieves its mission: to help
underrepresented students succeed academically, transfer to a four-year university graduate and return to
their communities as leaders and mentors for future generations. . At the institute, you will:
 Be introduced to the three components of the Puente Project, and how to implement them
 Participate in component-specific workshops
 Learn how to co-coordinate the program and learn to work as a productive team member, effective on campus and in
the community
 Make important connections with other CTN Dream Catchers- Puente team members and our coordinators.
 Develop strategies on how to develop, and implement the mentor component
 Understand counseling, teaching and mentoring best practices
 Learn the writing process, including how to incorporate literature reflective of the demographics of the
population in the classroom into the curriculum.
The Institute is hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT Austin.
For more information contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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Second Annual Dream Catchers Transfer Motivational Conference
June 17th and 18.
University of Texas at Austin, Duren Hall Dormitory
The Catch the Next Dream catchers- Puente Project - Transfer Motivational Conference is designed to introduce
community college students to University life experience and to motivate them to transfer to a four year
University. Only fifteen percent of Latinos in the US have a Bachelor’s degree and four percent have an
advance degree. When looking at African Americans, only twenty two percent have a Bachelor’s degree and six
percent of have an advance degree. For these figures to improve, transferring to a four year University is crucial
to the Latino and African American communities. The same urgency applies to other first generation
underserved students in Texas. Participating in the summer conference will offer as a unique opportunity for
our Catch the Next Dream Catcher -Puente students to have an on-campus dormitory experience at Texas’s
flagship university. The conference is hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT
Austin. The main objective of this conference is to bring together Catch the Next- Puente students in a
collaborative environment to gain insight from university representatives on topics such as:
 Learn about the University Admissions processes
 Learn about the University Financial Aid processes
 Learn about the transferring of credits from community college to a university
 Learn about housing options
 Learn about career planning and time management skills required to transfer to a four year university
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
Students will:
 Discover they can transfer to a four year university
 Discover the rich educational and community experience at UT/Austin
 Enhance their knowledge about the admissions process to attend a university
 Enhance their knowledge about the financial aid process to attend a university
 Enhance their knowledge about the transferring of credit process to attend a university.
 Gain communication skills, critical and/or creative thinking skills, creative problem solving skills and
decision-making skills
 Understand the need of a call to commit to advancement and participation to assist in the increase and
successful transfer to a university.
 Understand that there is substantial linkage to conference attendance and cultural engagement.
 Understand the promotion of a sense of collaboration through CTN Puente conference relationships
 Transfer motivational conference participation can be beneficial to the application process, as it is
recognized as a unique leadership experience.
For more information contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org or Dlerma@alamo.edu
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Professional Development Opportunities
,Stacy Ybarra Evans, Professional Development Coordinator, Catch The Next
Staff Opportunities
Date
3/28/2016

Activity
Conference

Activity Description
UNM Mentoring Conference
October 24-28, 2016
http://mentor.unm.edu/conference

3/28/2016

Conference

14th annual males of color engagement and retention conference

Proposal must be received by e-mail on or before August 8, 2016.
www.jveducational.org
2/24/2016

Opportunity

NISOD Conference Faculty Scholarship
http://www.nisod.org/?q=2016-nisod-conference-scholarship

3/28/2016

Reading
Material
Webinar

NISOD Login Required
Seven Years a Teacher: Five Lessons Learned as a Two-Year College Instructor
Webinar: NISOD
Building Interest, Agency, and Interaction in Online Learning Environments: A Toolkit for Superb Online Co
https://global.gotowebinar.com/join/notStarted.tmpl;jsessionid=abcnphhFthXrG65GKF9ov?webinar=2243236

3/28/2016

Reading
Material

2/24/2016

Conference

Fulfilling America’s Future: Latinas in the US, 2015
Patricia Gándara/White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics
http://sites.ed.gov/hispanic-initiative/files/2015/09/Fulfilling-Americas-Future-Latinas-in-the-U.S.-2015-Final
Latinas Researchers Conference

3/28/2016

Deadline for submission of all proposals is April 30, 2016 at 11:59pm EST.
July 14 – July 16, 2016
San Antonio, Texas
http://latinaresearchers.com/
2/24/2016

Free Webinars

Diverse Webinar:
March 30, 2016 2 to 3 p.m.
Background vs. Behavior
Understanding Underserved Populations through Noncognitive Assessment
http://www.diverseeducation.com/webinars-details/2016/webinar-03-30-2016.php

2/24/2016

Free Webinars

How Excelencia Finds Examples of What Works for Latino Students
http://www.edexcelencia.org/events/webinar-how-excelencia-finds-examples-what-works-latino-students

2/24/2016

Free
Webinar

Tell Your Program’s Success Story
http://www.edexcelencia.org/events/webinar-tell-your-programs-success-story

2/24/2016

Free Webinar

The New FYE Model: How to Flip Your Classroom To Meet Student Demands
http://www.innovativeeducators.org/The-New-FYE-Model-How-To-Flip-Your-Classroom-p/3603.htm

2/24/2016

Podcasts to
Listen To:

Cold Call – https://soundcloud.com/harvard/sets/cold-call-harvard-business
Ideacast- https://soundcloud.com/hbrideacast
Hidden Brain - http://www.npr.org/podcasts/510308/hidden-brain
EconTalk - http://www.econtalk.org/
Serial - https://serialpodcast.org/
RadioLab - http://www.radiolab.org/series/podcasts/
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3/28/2016

Scholarships

3/28/2016

Scholarship

3/28/2016

Scholarship

Student Opportunities
Adelante Scholarships
2016-2014 NOW OPEN
http://www.adelantefund.org/#!scholarships/cee5
Texas Urban Scholarship OPENS 3/1/2016
Essay Not Required
http://txadc.org/Scholarships.php
Patsy Takemoto Mink Education Foundation Scholarship
Opens April 1, 2016
http://www.patsyminkfoundation.org/edsupport.htmlO O M E
F O R
E

W M E N

A N D L D R E N

L O W - I N C O

W O M E N

A N D

C H I L D R E N

3/28/2016

Scholarship

Assistance League San Antonio
Transfer Scholarship 3,000
https://www.assistanceleague.org/san-antonio/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2016/02/2016-Scholarship-Announc
amended.pdf

3/28/2016

Scholarship

GED Scholarship for Students
http://markagabisfoundation.org/paddy-miller-ged-testing-fee-scholarship/

3/28/2016

Scholarship

Hispanic Journalist Scholarship
http://sahispanicjournalists.com/scholarships/

3/28/2016

Opportunity

NASA Scholars Program
https://nas.okstate.edu/ncas/

3/28/2016

Scholarship

HACU Scholarship http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp

Catch the Next Program Partners

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

_________________________________________________
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Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Colleges

________________________________________________
About Our Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Dream Catchers –Puente Project.
Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to: Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor
Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, Palo Alto College. Esmeralda Macias, Angelica Cerda
and Stevan Schiefelbein, South Texas College. Alejandra Martinez, Austin
Community College.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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