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Catch the Next, Inc. 

Texas College Success Program: Crossing 

Bridges, Catching Dreams   

                                Newsletter 
                                           January 2016 - Volume 4 No.7 

New Year Begins With El Paso 

Community College Student 

Reflections 

 Happy New Year! After reading how happy our 

program makes our student in our Pre Puente 

Program, sponsored by the Meadows Foundation, I do 

want to emphasize  our wishes for a Happy New Year 

to our students and family in spirit across Texas and 

the nation. Usually, students do not say that a class 

makes them happy or is a lot of fun.   We are glad that 

is the case for our students. Below are some quotes 

from our students in El Paso Community College, in Minerva Laveaga’s Pre Puente course for students at the lower levels 

of Developmental Education. Wishing our dream catching students and team, success and happiness in the New Year.  

Being in a Puente class made a difference in my life because I feel very happy with the class, my teacher, and college. It’s 

hard to make paragraphs sometimes but you have to work hard and do your best for you and your life. Thank you Puente 

program for the opportunity, and thank you teacher.  Ruben Torres 

 

Being in a Puente class to me has meant having a little extra help in whatever we need. As well as having people come in 

and talk to us about their experiences and how they overcame them. The mentors give us creative advice on why we 

shouldn’t give up. Knowing and having this program makes me proud. This definitely has made a difference in my life 

making me not want to give up on myself and accomplish my dreams. Knowing if I need help I have several people to go 

to help me out.  Jasmine Mendez 

 

Being in a Puente class means a lot to me. It has helped me to learn more about my culture. The support from the teacher 

is even more important because she helped us push ourselves to be the best. The events the Puente program has are both 

fun and interesting. It has changed my life by expanding my vocabulary and my reading skills. I want to learn more about 

my culture. This is a great program. The mentors that came to class are so interesting; I want to be like them when I grow 

up, to be a person someone looks up to. Dillon Cortez 
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The Puente class meant something important to me 

because this class helped me a lot with my English 

writing. This is my first semester in college and this 

class helped me with its presentations, like Sergio 

Troncoso. This man motivated me to never give up. 

Juan Gonzalez 

 

Puente class let me know that I can do everything that I 

want to do. I got to know the mentors that came to talk 

to us. Jennifer Chavira 

 

Being in Puente means a lot to me. It is a good program 

that helps a lot if you have any questions or concerns 

with anything to help your college path to getting your degree. Puente made a difference in my life mostly because of the 

mentors. They showed me their struggles to get to where they are now, and I could somehow relate to them. I learned a lot 

about them, how life never goes how you plan it. Luis Velazquez 

 

The Puente class is a door to many opportunities because English is very difficult, and this is an opportunity to learn. 

Brenda Martinez 

 

Being in the Puente Program has opened doors to know more about my culture and the city that I live in. The Puente 

Program also offers a main counselor that I myself had the chance to talk to and she guided me to my next classes. The 

Puente Program is there for us, everyone in this class is welcome to join it, just takes one step from us to be closer and 

take the helping hand. The Puente Program is also very active and has invited me to attend events. I don’t feel alone 

going to these events as I am with people that are equally interested in this program to help us grow. Jazmin Carrillo 

 

Puente program has a lot of good mentors. They gave us a lot of ideas to open our minds. Nora Gonzalez 

 

Being in a Puente class meant a lot to me because with the mentors that came to talk to us, they helped me to change my 

mind in a lot of things that I was confused about. It made a difference in my life because I changed my path because I was 

wrong.  Maria Rodriguez 

 

The Puente program made a difference in my life because all the mentors that visited our class talked to us and said that 

we should never give up, always staying strong, and keeping forward until we are successful. It’s impossible to get 

success on the first try, but the mentors gave us that confidence so we feel like we can have success if we work hard and 

believe in ourselves.  Brayan Rangel 

 

For me it was a new experience being in a Puente class because they helped me to know more about how to get a career, 

and to see different ways to live life. With the visit of Claudia Martinez and Sergio Troncoso I see that if you want, you 

can. Giselle Balderas 

 

The Puente program has meant to me a helpful program. It has made a difference in my life because it has helped me 

learn new ways to learn. It also has taught me how to become a better writer and a better reader. Since the beginning of 

the semester I have improved a lot.  

Saul Jaramillo  

 

Being in the Puente program means a lot to me because it is giving me a chance to learn about how other cultures use 

English very well to leave something behind by leaving their stories behind so we can relate. The Puente program made 

me think about everything that is going on and let me be part of it. Thank you for everything. Marcus Zamora 
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 Thank you for your Investment in our Students Meadows Foundation 

 

Through the Meadows foundation grant, CTN was able to pilot our Texas 

College Success Program: Crossing Bridges, Catching Dreams to a new 

population of students during the 2015-16 academic years. Our traditional 

program has focused on students in the “bubble,” almost ready to exit 

Developmental Education but not quite college ready. With this population our 

success rate surpasses state averages by thirty to forty percent.  The Meadows Pilot Program on the other hand, is 

targeting all students that are not college ready. Underprepared students are the majority in community colleges and 

nearly half of those in four year Universities. In Texas, many of those students get lost in the Dev Ed pipeline. In 

community colleges, often times, these students have to take up to six classes in the language arts before they are able to 

take a course for credit. Many of these students use up a large amount of their financial aid yet have no credit to show for 

their work.  CTN’s accelerated program helps our students catch their dreams and succeed. Thank you Meadows 

Foundation, you have made a wise investment in our youth. 

Two Classes of STC Mid Valley Campus Students  

Successfully Exit Dev Ed  

 English 1301 Students at the Mid Valley 

Campus of South Texas College are 

pictured with their instructor, Ms. 

Esmeralda Macias. Ms. Macias is the same 

teacher students had in Integrated Reading 

and Writing Accelerated course. The 

Puente model utilizes the same teacher for 

both courses.  

 

 

 
These students can be proud to say: I am 

college ready and on my pathway to college 

completion. 

 

Congratulations to both classes at Mid Valley 

Campus on their success, and congratulations 

to all of our “ dream catchers” across  the State 

of Texas.  
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We celebrate the life of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Closing the achievement gap is a social justice issue. 

 
Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable... Every step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, 

suffering, and struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern of dedicated individuals. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light of creative altruism or in the darkness of destructive 

selfishness. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Scholar Dr. Patricia Gándara Kicks off 2016 Speaker Series 

 
Our Teaching and Learning for Student Success Monthly Professional Development Conference Call   is 

scheduled for January 21.  Time of Call:  4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST)  

Phone Number:  (302) 202-1110   Code: 519698. 

Dr. Patricia Gándara has been chair of the Catch the Next Advisory Committee since 

the organization was crated and has been a source of inspiration and support to our 

program. Please note that the call is scheduled one hour earlier than usual. You do not 

want to miss her presentation. Patricia Gándara is Research Professor and Co-

Director of the Civil Rights Project at UCLA. She is also Chair of the Working Group 

on Education for the University of California-Mexico Initiative in which she is 

spearheading a number of California-Mexico education projects. Gándara is a fellow 

of the American Educational Research Association (AERA), the National Academy 

of Education, and the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center in Italy, the French-

American Association at Sciences Po Graduate Institute, Paris, and an ETS fellow at 

Princeton, New Jersey. In 2011 she was appointed to President Obama’s Commission 

on Educational Excellence for Hispanics, and in 2015 received the Distinguished 

Career Award from the Scholars of Color Committee of the American Educational Research Association.Recent 

articles and book chapters, published in 2015, include “Charting the Relationship of English Learners and the 

ESEA: One Step Forward and Two Steps Back," Russell Sage Volume on ESEA at 50; “Educating English 

Learners in the Aftermath of Horne v Flores," In S. Biegel, R. Kim, & K. Welner, Education and the Law, 

Fourth Edition. New York: West-Thomson/Reuters (American Casebook Series). Her most recent books 

include The Latino Education Crisis (2009) with Frances Contreras, from Harvard University Press; Forbidden 

Language: English Learners and Restrictive Language Policies (2010) with Megan Hopkins, from Teachers 

College Press, and The Bilingual Advantage: Language, Literacy, and the U.S. Labor Market (2014), with 

Rebecca Callahan), a compilation of studies that demonstrates the economic value of biliteracy in a rapidly 

globalizing world. Gandara’s recent reports include "Making Education Work for Latinas" (2014, Civil Rights 

Project with Eva Longoria Foundation) and "Fulfilling America’s Future: Latinas in the U.S. 2015" (2015, Civil 

Rights Project and the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics).       

Thank you Sonia.  We also want to thank  Author Mentor and Pulitzer Prize Winner, Sonia Nazario for joining 

us  during last month’s call. If you are interested in her lesson plans, contact: Maria.Chavez@catchthenext.org 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth164280.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth164280.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth164280.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth132188.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth132188.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth132188.html
tel:%28302%29%20202-1110
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Congratulations to Author Mentor Valentin Sandoval’s on 

Southwest Book Award 

South Sun Rises is one of the recipients of the venerable Southwest Book Award. Just excited and 

feel like I'm talking to my sisters/familia!  For more information go to: 

http://www.brla.info/swba15.shtml 

 

 

Catch the Next –Puente Spring Institute 2016 

February 17
th

 to the 19
th

 

Crowne Plaza Hotel 

6121 North Interstate Highway 35, Austin, TX 78752 

Phone: (512) 323-5466 

 

 

The Catch the Next- Puente Spring Institute begins Wednesday February 17
th

 at noon with Lunch and it ends Friday the 19
th

 at noon.  

Professional Development is at the core of all Catch the Next/Puente efforts. All staff involved with the program as Teachers, 

Counselors, and Administrators and or Mentors participate in ongoing team training in the fall and spring terms to compliment 

instruction received during the foundational training. Graduate Credit is available to participants from UC Berkeley Extension Service. 

For more information contact:  Roxanne.franco@catchthenext.org 

 

Austin Community College Sponsors Spring Institute Reception 

 
The Catch the Next- Puente Spring Institute Reception will be held Thursday February 18, 2016 at Crowne Plaza Hotel 

6121 North Interstate Highway 35, Austin, TX 78752  

Program 
 

6 pm – 6:30 pm     Music                  Ezekiel (Zeke) Castro, Lecturer and Director, The University    

      of Texas at Austin  Mariachi Paredes de  Tejastitlán! 

 

6:30 pm    Comments  Maria Martha Chavez Brumell, PhD. CTN- Puente CEO 

                                           Introductions   Dr. Richard Armenta, Associate Vice President for Student    

      Success, Austin Community College 

                      Welcome               Dr. Charles Cook, Provost, Austin Community College 

                                  Comment               Dr. Virginia Fraire, Vice President, Student Services 

   Vignettes               Rupert Reyes, Playwright and Director with Mario Ramirez    

      and Alejandra Murga 

    

                 Austin’s own Teatro Vivo presentation of 3 vignettes from    

   Petra’s Pecado, Vicinos, and Crossing the Border from noted    

   author, playwright and director, Rupert Reyes.  

 

Q & A                 Actors and director and ACC Puente students 

 

   Closing                 Julia Vergara, Puente Project Director, UC Berkeley. 

 

7:30 pm to 8 pm                 Music    The University of Texas at Austin Mariachi Ensemble, Mariachi Paredes de  

  Tejastitlán! Ezekiel (Zeke) Castro, Lecturer and Director 

http://www.brla.info/swba15.shtml
javascript:void(0)
mailto:Roxanne.franco@catchthenext.org
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About our  Reception Speakers and Performers 

 
Ezekiel Castro, is a Lecturer and Director, University of Texas at Austin Mariachi Ensemble, Mariachi Paredes de 

Tejastitlán Ezekiel Castro has had a unique history with the School of Music at The University of Texas at Austin. At 

age nine, he was the youngest of 11 students who were selected from the Austin Independent School District (AISD) to 

be in the first class of the [Junior] String Project in 1948.  Three days a week, Castro attended   after school classes as 

part of the initiative. The [Junior] String Project was established due to a shortage of string teachers in the United 

States after World War II. Dr. William Doty, Dean of Fine Arts, realized that action had to be taken in the School of 

Music at the University of Texas.  Castro entered the University of Texas after graduation from Austin High School; 

and at Professor Gillis’ recommendation, changed instruments from violin to viola. As a freshman, he joined Gillis’ 

other viola students who had been preparing since the year before for a special tour as The University of Texas Viola Ensemble. The 

Viola Ensemble traveled to the New York area performing in numerous locations including Yale University; and at the Historic 

Manhattan Music Hall, Carnegie Hall. The opportunity Castro received as a member of the [Junior] String Project and as a teacher 

and conductor of orchestras from 1957—1961, in The School of Music at The University of Texas at Austin, set the stage for his 

entire career in performance, music education and pioneering public school Mariachi Programs. In the summer of 2011, 50 years after 

receiving a B.M. in Viola Pedagogy from the School of Music, Castro has now “come home” to UT where he began his studies in 

1948. He was invited by the Sarah and Ernest Butler School of Music to join the Music Faculty as Lecturer and Director of The 

University of Texas Mariachi Ensemble, Mariachi Paredes de Tejastitlán. In addition, he is the Founder and Director of The Annual 

University of Texas at Austin Longhorn Mariachi Camp. 

Dr. Richard Armenta received his bachelor’s degree in Mathematics in 1970 from the University of Arizona prior 

to beginning his first professional assignment teaching inner city middle school students in Tucson, Arizona. He 

completed a Master’s degree in Student Services in 1972 from the University of Connecticut and a Ph. D. in Higher 

Education, Policy and Governance, in 1984 from Arizona State University.  His community college work experience 

includes having served as Dean of a Skill Center on the Pima Indian Reservation and Dean of Community Services 

for Central Arizona College. In 1985Dr. Armenta assumed the position of Campus Dean for ACC’s Ridgeview 

Campus and later assisted the College with the development of the Northridge Campus as its founding Campus Dean 

in 1989.  He left Austin for a five year period from 1997 to 2002 to accept the position of Vice Present of Instruction 

and Student Development at Del Mar College in Corpus Christi; and also served that institution as its Interim President during a 

formal Presidential Search. The UT and A&M University Systems offered him the opportunity to return to Austin as their special 

liaison to enhance their Closing the Gaps efforts, help attract community college students, and serve on the statewide P-16 Council. In 

December 2005 he accepted the position of Associate Vice President for Student Success at ACC. 

Dr. Charles M. Cook joined Austin Community College as Provost & Executive Vice President for Academic 

Affairs on August 1, 2014. As the chief academic officer, he guides and oversees all programs relating to 

instruction and student services.  

Previously, Dr. Cook oversaw academic matters for Houston Community College, a multi-college system serving 

more than 70,000 students (1999-July 2014). He also worked for the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

on planning and policy issues for statewide community and technical college instructional programs and 

initiatives (1994-1999). He has been both a college instructor and high school teacher.  

Dr. Cook holds a Bachelor’s degree in History from the University of Texas at Austin, a Master’s degree in U.S. History from the 

University of Houston, and a Doctorate in Higher Education Administration from the University of Houston. 

Dr. Virginia Fraire was appointed vice president of student services at Austin Community College (ACC) in 

February 2015. Dr. Fraire leads the administration of admissions and records, veteran’s assistance, special 

population services, student life, advising, counseling, Title IX, student conduct, behavioral intervention, 

recruitment, community outreach, bridge and supplemental instruction, student learning labs, and assessment and 

academic testing. She has served the ACC community for more than 15 years, holding multiple professional 

positions in student services. From 2006 through 2014 she served as dean of student services at ACC’s Riverside 

and Pinnacle campuses. Dr. Fraire also held multiple director-level positions at Texas Guaranteed Student Loan 

Corporation (TG). She collaborated with state and national consortia to advance participation and success.   

She has served as an adjunct faculty at ACC and St. Edward’s University. She also serves on the Board of Directors for St. David’s 

South Austin Medical Center.  Dr. Fraire is an ACC alumna. She holds bachelors and master’s degrees in social work and a doctorate 

in educational administration from the Community College Leadership Program, all from the University of Texas at Austin. She and 

her husband Jacob Fraire live in Austin with their five children.  
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Rupert Reyes, playwright, actor, director, and producer is a co-founder and Artistic Director of Teatro Vivo.  With 

his partner, JoAnn Reyes, Teatro Vivo has been producing bilingual theater for 15 years and may be the longest 

producing Latino theater company in Austin's history.  Mr. Reyes graduated from the University of Texas at Austin, 

Department of Theater with a certification in Theater Education.  His interest in theater education and writing has 

not diminished as he continues to provide playwriting workshops in area elementary schools.  He has also worked 

to produce works by and for youth.  His work in the summer of 2013 created an original work of a Guatemalan folk 

tale performed by Guatemalan children.  He is presently co-writing an original interpretation of the Cinderella story, 

"Cinecienta" with Caroline Reck of Glass Half Full Theater and ZACH Theater in Austin, Texas.  He has also recently published two 

of his plays, "Petra's Pecado", and "Vecinos", a 2007 B. Iden Payne nomination for best new play.   Mr. Reyes continues to work in 

the areas of acting.  His most recent performance was in "Pinkolandia" by Salvage Vanguard Theater.  In 2015, Mr. Reyes 

collaborated with Glass Half-Full Theater and ZACH Theater to produce the award winning adaptation of Cinderella, “Cenicienta”.  

The play received The Critics Table Award for best new play in 2015 and a nomination for best new play from the B. Iden Payne 

Awards.  Mr. Reyes has received recognition from Austin Community College as one of the Top 25 most influential people in Austin, 

the Mexican-American Cultural Center's community artists award, The City of Austin's Partners in the Arts and Humanity Award, The 

University of Texas at Austin, Office of Community Engagement Office, Community Leadership Award and has received numerous 

nominations from both the Critics Table Awards and The B. Iden Payne awards in acting, writing and producing. 

Alejandra Murga – Actor, Zach Theater. Founded in 1932 and in its 82
nd

 season, ZACH is the longest 

continuously running theatre company in the state of Texas, and one of the ten oldest in the country.  Alejandra at 

Zach theater has performed: A Christmas Carol, 2015 (Mrs. Fezziwig/Laundress); and 2016, (Mrs. Cratchit). 

Bilingual shows Mariachi Girl and Jesus Christ Superstar/Jesucristo Superestrella. TEATRO VIVO: La Pastorela, 

Petra’s Pecado, Rosita’s Day of the Dead and Vecinos. BROADWAY SHOWS IN MEXICO CITY: CATS 

(Rompelteaser), Once on this Island (Erzulie), Hello Dolly (Mini), and Starlight Express 

(Pearl/Dinah). TELEVISION: Anchor for Behind the Scenes (Mexico City) and TV Noticiero 65 (Telemundo, 

Austin); actress for several Mexican telenovelas including Mundos Opuestos for Austin School of Film. ADDITIONAL CREDITS: 

Spanish Voice Over for Radio and TV, Simultaneous Conference Interpreter and Translator. 

 

MARIO RAMIREZ- Originally from the Rio Grande Valley, Mario received his BA in Theatre from St. Edward's 

University.  He has studied at the Neighborhood Playhouse School of Theatre in New York, and is a 2015 graduate of 

the NALAC Leadership Institute.  Mario has performed with Teatro Vivo on many projects including La 

Víctima, Fantasmaville, Dos Pocitos, Mariachi Girl, Vecinos, and La Pastorela. Other work in Austin includes César 

y Rubén and Kneeling Down at Noon at Mary Moody Northern Theatre, Jesus Christ Superstar and Peter and the 

Starcatcher at ZACH Theatre, Titus Andronicus with Last Act Theatre, and Just a Minute at the Scottish Rite 

Children's Theatre.  Mario is grateful for the opportunities to create theatre that is accessible to people from all walks 

of life. 

Julia Vergara has devoted her professional life to working with underserved communities.  Prior to coming to 

Puente, she worked with several non-profit organizations, focused on gang prevention and intervention programs. 

She attended San Jose State University where she was an outreach coordinator and her primary focus was on college 

access and serving rural communities that included Watsonville, Salinas, and Hollister.  In Puente, she has served in 

various leadership roles.  For the last 7 years, Julia served as the Community College Director, and under her 

leadership the Community College Program grew from 34 sites to 60 sites.  Julia is the proud daughter of immigrant 

parents from El Salvador, and is a first generation college-going student.  Like so many, her parents immigrated to 

the United States to provide her and her brother educational opportunities they were not allotted.  However, after 25 years in 

education, she feels not much has changed for her community.  There have been a great deal of advancements made for minority 

groups, but in the area of education and the professional workforce there still continues to be enormous inequities.  Programs like 

Puente help level those educational inequities experienced by Latinos, African American and other 

disenfranchised groups. 

Maria Martha Chavez is Chief Executive Officer for Catch the Next, Inc. and Director of the Texas College 

Success Program: Crossing Bridges, Catching Dreams based on the Puente model. Dr. Chavez has a PhD and 

M.Phil. from Yale University and a BA degree from Kansas State University in Psychology, Spanish and 

Journalism, and a Master’s of Science in Education/Curriculum and Instruction  At  K-State, she served as 

Assistant Director of Admissions and  Assistant Dean of Yale College until this past year. At Yale, she 

established the Asian Chicano Cultural Center, The Chicano Boricua Studies (that has evolved into the 

American Studies, Race, Ethnicity and Migration Major. With Public Agenda, a research and engagement organization Dr. Chavez 

worked with The Achieving the Dream Initiative, for which she served as Research and Engagement Coach and member of 

Knowledge Development Working Group. 
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Palo Alto Faculty to Speak at Mentoring Summit 

 

Diane Lerma and Stacy Ybarra Evans were accepted to present at the fourth Texas Mentoring Summit. The 

2016 summit is held on January 21-22, 2016 in Downtown, San Antonio, Texas, at the El Tropicano River 

Walk Hotel. The conference helps to facilitate discourse on mentoring among a broad constituency, including 

divisions of higher education, K-12, academic researchers, educators, community leaders, administrators, non-

profit partners, business, faith-based organizations, mentoring advocates, government agencies, and other 

professionals. Stacy is the current Mentor Coordinator at Palo Alto College and Diane is the former Puente 

Mentor Coordinator and  current Puente Club Leader and Education 1300 instructor. 

 

CTN Puente Team Asked to Present at Texas Association of 

Community College Faculty 
The Annual Convention will be held February 25-27, 2016 at the Westin Galleria Hotel in Houston, Texas. 

Our team has been asked to present on Friday the 26
th

 at the Student Success Workshops starting at 1:30 

pm. Our dream catching team will present three times.  Our program has been granted eight tables.  Please 

stop by and visit with our teams.  If you are interested in being part of these presentations, please contact: 

Maria.Chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

2016 Convention Registration Information http://www.tccta.org/events/convention2016/index.html 

All TCCTA Members - $95.00 

All Others - $140.00 

There is no advance fee payment or pre-registration. Fees will be paid upon arrival. 

 

We are grateful for what we have accomplished, but need your 

support to keep moving forward. 
As you know, our organization counts on donations and in-kind contributions from individuals, the State of 

Texas, and the philanthropic sector each year, to ensure that we can continue to serve the multiple communities   

implementing our “dream catchers” College Success Program replicating the UC Berkeley Puente model in 

some of the most vibrant communities, large and small committed to student success. Please consider making a 

donation to our organization. 

  

Catch the Next, Inc., is a 501-c-3 non-profit corporation and the value of your contribution is fully tax-

deductible.  If you wish to make a donation and earmark it for a particular college or activity, you can contact 

me at the address provided below, Or just go to: donate@catchthenext.org 

Thank you for your support  

Maria Martha Chavez, PhD 

Chief Executive Officer 

Puente Texas Director 

Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

www.catchthenext.org 

mailto:Maria.Chavez@catchthenext.org
http://www.tccta.org/events/convention2016/index.html
mailto:donate@catchthenext.org
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
http://www.catchthenext.org/
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“Empowering Students to Catch College and Career.” 
Texas College Success Project - Professional Development Opportunities 

The following professional development opportunities encourage engagement, demonstrate application of technology, 

grant and funding opportunities, conference opportunities and relevant information of theory, research and practice 

of wonderful ways to exemplify the academic and cultural approaches that welcome and socialize Latino students to 

college while increasing their persistence, self-esteem, academic success and transfer rates through the Puente Project. 

I encourage you to forward any information that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me 

at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  

 

Thank You, 

 

Stacy Ybarra Evans 

Professional Development Coordinator 

Catch The Next 

 

Staff Opportunities 

 

Date Activity Activity Description 

1/16/2016 Publications American Association of Community Colleges 

Community College Journal Submissions 

http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Publications/CCJ/Pages/submissionguide.aspx 

 

1/16/2016 Fellowship National Community College Hispanic Council (NCCHC) Leadership Fellows 

Program 

http://www.sandiego.edu/soles/departments/leadership-studies/thought-

leadership/ncchc.php#apply 

Apply  NOW 

 

1/16/2016 Call for 

Presentations 
HACU Conference 

Deadline 3/1/2016 

http://www.hacu.net/hacu/call_for_papers_ac.asp 

 

Student Opportunities 

 

1/16/2016 Scholarships Adelante Scholarships 

NOW OPEN 

http://www.adelantefund.org/#!scholarships/cee5 

1/16/2016 Call for Student 

Artists 
Call for Artists 

Preparate Conference 

New York, NY 

https://preparate.collegeboard.org/call-for-student-artwork 

 

1/16/2016 Fellows 

Program 
Capital Fellows Program 

https://www.profellow.com/announcements/capital-fellows-program-now-accepting-

applications/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Publications/CCJ/Pages/submissionguide.aspx
http://www.sandiego.edu/soles/departments/leadership-studies/thought-leadership/ncchc.php#apply
http://www.sandiego.edu/soles/departments/leadership-studies/thought-leadership/ncchc.php#apply
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/call_for_papers_ac.asp
https://preparate.collegeboard.org/call-for-student-artwork


  

10 

 

Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Partners 

 
 

  

 
_________________________________________________ 

 

Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Colleges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

About Our Newsletter 
 

A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Texas College Success Program replicating the California Puente 

Project framework.  Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to:  

Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor 

Mariamarthachavez@catchthenext.org 

 

Contributors:   Stacy Ybarra, Esmeralda Macias, Minerva Laveaga. 

mailto:Mariamarthachavez@catchthenext.org
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