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Educating The Mind, Without Educating The Heart, Is No Education At All.” Aristotle
There are several reasons why Catch the Next, Inc., decided to bring the award winning
Puente Project model to Texas, to replicate in its Texas College Success Program:
Crossing Bridges Catching Dreams. One of those reasons is that the Puente Project has as
one of its principles to be intentional about CARINO (affection). “Within the Latino
culture, the use of carino does not signify a touchy-feely connection with a person, but
rather a human kindness extended to another person because he or she is a human being.
Although alien in a business atmosphere, it transmits a feeling of inclusion and familial
intimacy that engenders a comfort zone to the class. “Rafael Castillo, CTN Director of
Curriculum and Instruction/Palo Alto College English Professor.
Cesar Chavez said: "A word as to the education of the heart.
We don't believe that this can be imparted through books; it can only be imparted through the
loving touch of the teacher."
“It is impossible to teach without the courage to try a thousand times before giving up. In short,
it is impossible to teach without a forged, invented, and well-thought-out capacity to love.”
Paolo Freire. Focusing on Love is important particularly during this political season when hate
words toward Mexicans have become campaign slogans. Given the demographics of our
colleges, we must denounce such hateful words and validate our students. Freire also said:
“The more you recognize your fears as a consequence of your
attempt to practice your dream, the more you learn how to put
into practice your dream!!I never had interviews with the great revolutionaries of this
century about their fears! But all of them felt fear to the extent that all of them were
faithful to their dreams.” Shor and Freire, 1987, pg. 57
We have the courage to dream, we are Dream Catchers!!!!
Pictured above our Houston Community College Students Valentine’s Day Fundraiser.
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Three Catch the Next-Puente Colleges Named Top in the Nation!!!
Every year The Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education magazine puts out a Top 100 Colleges and Universities
for Hispanics issue, which consists of several lists from the Department of Education, including:




Total Bachelor’s Degrees Granted
Graduate Student Enrollment
Undergraduate Enrollment (2- and 4- Year Schools).

We are proud that El Paso Community College, Houston Community College and Austin Community College
all made it to the list of top institutions. Each of these colleges is implementing the Texas College Success
Program: Crossing Bridges Catching Dreams based on the award winning Puente Project housed at UC
Berkeley. Congratulations!!!
This year, El Paso Community College EPCC was once again named the top
Community College in the nation in the number of Associate degrees awarded to
Hispanics. EPCC is ranked number in Hispanic enrollment with 84% of the schools
population being Hispanic. Dr. William Serrata is President of the College.
Houston Community College ranked number four on the list of top institutions. As one
of the largest community colleges in the nation, HCC has
served the Greater Houston area for over four decades.
Instruction in more than 300 associate degree and certificate programs is provided
to nearly 70,000 students each semester. HCC is #1 among all community colleges
in providing associate degrees to minorities. Cesar Maldonado, Ph.D., P.E. is the
Chancellor.
Austin Community College ranked number 9 on the list of top US institutions. Austin
Community College is a nationally recognized two-year college serving Central Texas.
ACC is focused on student success and providing affordable, flexible pathways to help
students reach their education goals, learn new job skills, or advance their career. The
college currently enrolls more than 43,000 credit students and serves an additional
15,000 students each year through noncredit programs. Dr. Richard Rhodes is
President/CEO of Austin Community College; Dr. Charles Cook is Provost of Academic Affairs.

Valentin Sandoval Wins 2016 Southwest Book Award
Congratulations to Catch the Next- Author Mentor Valentin
Sandoval for the 2016 Southwest Book Award. Sandoval’s
book: South Sun Rises was granted The Southwest Book
award on February 27th from the Border Regional Library
Association (BRLA). South Sun Rises speaks to the melting
pot of the 21st century and invites others into an intrapersonal
dialogue. “It’s a hero story set in El Paso / Juarez like a
modern Ellis Island,”
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South Texas College Students Volunteer at State Fair
Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a college degree to serve. You
don't have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A soul
generated by love. Martin Luther King.
South Texas College Starr Campus Students volunteered two days in a row at the
State Fair in Starr County Texas February 26th and 27th.
The Puente “Dream Catchers Club” is a critical part of the CTN-Puente Program
for student academic, civic, social emotional and career development. The Puente/
Dream Catchers Club promote student engagement throughout the student’s academic career. The Puente
Club also promotes leadership development. Benefits of the Puente Club include: intellectual growth,
effective communications, enhanced self-esteem, clarified values, career choices, meaningful interpersonal
relationships, collaboration, and satisfying and
productive lifestyles.

Volunteering Day one — with Sheila Janelle Villanueva
Bazan, Ashley Vasquez, Alondra Maldonado, Byanca
Gallardo, Leonel Barrera and Gilberto Salinas at Starr
County Fair Grounds February 26, 1016/

Puente Club! Volunteering Day two — with Noel
Reyes, Ashley Vasquez, Santos Guerra, Dionicio
Lopez, LuAnne Katherin Williams, Alondra
Maldonado and Gilberto Salinas at Starr County
Fair Grounds.

Puente Clubs across Texas have organized a variety of activities for enrichment purposes such as hikes and
5k runs but they have also raised funds for Club activities though selling popcorn and “raspados” icy cones.
In some instances, the Clubs have raised funds to help support their field trips to four-year universities,
which Puente promotes to encourage students to transfer after completing their Associate Degree/
These activities serve to strengthen the interpersonal skills, the team building/‘familia’ environment, and to
expand the knowledge of our “dream catching” Puente students.
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El Paso Students Reflections
"Wanderer, there are no bridges; one builds them as one walks.”
(“Caminante, no hay puentes, se hace puentes al andar.”)
--Gloria Anzaldúa’s version of Antonio Machado’s: Caminante no hay camino, se hace camino al
andar.”
Catch the Next continues to highlight the students in our Pre Puente classes. These students are at the lowest levels of
Dev Ed in three campuses along the US Mexican Border through a grant from the
Meadows Foundation. The campuses are: Starr Campus/South Texas College;
Pecan Campus/South Texas College and Valle Verde Campus/El Paso Community
College.
At the end of the fall term, Professor Richard Yanez asked his class to reflect on
the Gloria Anzaldua quote above and respond to three questions. Where are you coming from? 2. What are you bringing?
3. Where are you going? Excerpts My Bridge:
Priscilla: Born in El Paso but raised in Juarez, my parents have always
wanted for us to be successful in live. They encouraged us to start our
college education in the U.S. in order to have a better future. My
experience in college has been great so far, I have been improving my
English skills which have been one of my main goals, I am currently
working at the Pretesting Retesting Educational Program (PREP)
improving my professional skills and doing my best.

Bridge image: Virtualtourist.com
Christian: In life, there are many obstacles we have to get through in order to achieve goals. Sometimes I fail and
sometimes I achieve my goals. The road is never easy, but I do whatever I need to attain my dream…however obstacles
are always in the way.
Edwin: I come from a place where after high school you instantly get a job rather than going to college. That’s what my
high school teachers have said and have experienced, so they encourage every student to continue school in a community
college or university. I guess it worked because in my final year in high school most every student registered for UTEP,
but I’m not really sure if they actually attended, so I can’t say we weren’t pushed.
Jasmine: My mom providing for and raising three kids on her own has made me into the person I am today: strong and
independent. You don’t know real struggle until you experienced it. Struggle has been my motivation to finish college, and
make my mom proud. I have her to thank for the person I have become.
Lisa: My daughter, Maren, came into my life and everything changed. I had to do something in order to become someone
for her, to give her a better future, and a good example. It was then that I decided to go back to school and become a
speech therapist and be an example for Maren. This is the end of a bridge and the beginning of a new one.

Pedestrians-- second largest travel mode into El Paso from
Mexico.
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Austin Community College Student Reflections

“Puente has given me more motivation to follow my dreams and keep pushing myself because everything is possible. I
enjoy having a second family to go to which gives me the extra support and encouragement. My favorite part is having the
ability to experience things that will help my career goal.” Anabel Nieto
“Thanks to Puente, I do not feel stressed or lost in college because of the program. If I need any help with my classes or
anything, they are there for me. They motivate us to go to events or join clubs so it would look good in our resumes. They
have given me a helpful mentor that has almost the same major I am heading to.” Diana Tonche
“During the Puente Program I have had many amazing opportunities to further my education. By having my mentor by
my side to help me out, also my professors support me. We are a team and I have been lucky enough to have three
amazing professors that have motivated and have had the patience to teach us. Another great experience was that I finally
feel comfortable with a class because I know everybody.” Wendy Gallardo
“Puente helped me build my path to become a better college student. I don’t know where I’d be if I hadn’t join the Puente
Program.” Jerson García
“They focus a lot on Latinos and they want to see us succeed. I have gotten more motivation in this program, because they
are always here to help us.” Antonio Rodriguez
“Puente has been pretty cool so far. I really enjoy this program and everybody who is part of it. Puente has helped me get
out of my comfort zone, and it helped me bond with my classmates and professors. Everybody is extremely motivated and
we all share a common goal which is to succeed as a family because we are in here together.” Ricardo Ayala
“Puente is a very good program and I will cordially invite anybody to become part of it. What makes this program so
good, is the nourishing environment, they set you up to succeed by providing resources that other students do not get. The
amount of encouragement is unbelievable, because you are being treated according to your situation and not by what
others perceive of you.” Juan Jaimes
“The best part of Puente is that we get a mentor and they stay through with us until the end. Also you are not alone, you
receive support from everybody, and they want you to move to the finish line.”Melissa Martinez
“Puente has handed down many great opportunities that I would never imagine having in college. One if the most helpful
things are that they facilitate their students as much as they can by providing mentors who are willing to help us out with
almost any issue. My mentor has not only helped me with issues regarding my education, but he has helped me on job
interviews, resumes and other items that I might need in the future. Not to mention the activities that have helped the
Puente students grow closer. Puente provided me an excellent experience that I would recommend to all my friends and
family members that qualify.” Elizabeth Sarmiento
“Puente has helped me find my motivation, and to keep pushing myself to become a better person and do great in my
classes. Puente has also helped me find what I am most passionate about, to help me find the perfect job that matches my
personality. Puente has such a great team of mentors who are there to help and encourage the students to give their all in
anything we do.”Perla Ibarra
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Teaching and Learning For Student Success Professional Development Calls.
Catch the Next’s Teaching and Learning for Student Success- March Professional Development Conference
Call, is scheduled for Thursday March 24. Time of Call: 4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST).
To access the call please dial: (302) 202-1110 Code: 519698

March 24, 2016, Dr. Norma Cantu
Catch the Next, Scholar Mentor, Dr. Norma Cantu is a Professor of Latina/Latino
Studies and English at the University of Missouri at Kansas City, Cantu’s duties
include teaching, committee work, and the development of the Latina and Latino
Studies (LLS) Program. She received her Ph.D. in English from the University of
Nebraska – Lincoln and has taught at Texas A&M, the University of California – Santa
Barbara, and the University of Texas – San Antonio. Cantu is also Professor Emerita at
the University of Texas – San Antonio. Cantu is founder and director of the Society for
the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa and co-founder of the group of Latina/o poets,
CantoMundo, as well as a member of the Macondo Writers Workshop. As editor of a
book series, Rio Grande/Rio Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Tradition, at Texas
A&M University Press, and Literatures of the Americas, she promotes the publication of research on
borderlands culture. Areas of Specialization: Border Studies, Chicano/a Literature, Cultural Studies, Folklore,
Feminist Studies. Degrees: Ph.D., University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Dr. Cantu will speak about three of her books books: Canícula: Snapshots of a Girlhood
en la frontera., Canicula is the Spanish version of the author's award-winning collection of
short stories by the same name, which chronicles the life experiences of a Mexican family
living on the Texas-Mexico border while sensitively portraying the experiences of
thousands of U.S. Latinos whose voices are seldom heard. Unlike many intermediate-level
readers, which anthologize standard works, this volume presents outstanding, authentic
literature and themes that are highly relevant to heritage speakers
in this country.
The Anthology of Tejana Writers, Entre Guadalupe y Malinche:
Tejanas in Literature and Art Mexican and Mexican American women have written
about Texas and their lives in the state since colonial times. Edited by fellow Tejanas
Inés Hernández-Ávila and Norma Elia Cantú, Entre Guadalupe y Malinche gathers,
for the first time, a representative body of work about the lives and experiences of
women who identify as Tejanas in both the literary and visual arts.
Transcendental Train Yard Transcendental Train Yard is a
collection of color serigraphs accompanied by bilingual
poems, in Spanish and English, inspired by the artwork.
Transcendental Train Yard provides the reader a glimpse
of the role the railroad and the carpas (itinerant vaudeville troupes) played in the
Mexican American community. Artist Marta Sanchez and poet Norma Elia Cantú
collaboratively render images and words that poignantly reflect specific periods I that
history.
CantoMundo Poetry Prize
Announcing the 2017 CantoMundo Poetry Prize!
Deadline: April 15, 2016
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Thank you for your Participation in our Monthly Calls Dr. Saenz and Dr. Gándara
February 25th Dr. Victor Saenz
Dr. Victor B. Sáenz is a CTN Board member and Scholar Mentor. He is an
Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Administration at the
University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Saenz spoke to our Catch the Next- Puente
familia at our Feb. 25th call about his new book titled: Ensuring the success of
Latino Males in Higher Education.
Latino males he says are effectively vanishing from the American higher
education pipeline. Even as the number of Latinas/os attending college has
actually increased steadily over the last few decades, the proportional
representation of Latino males continues to slide relative to their Latina
female counterparts. The question of why Latino males are losing ground in accessing higher
education—relative to their peers—is an important and complex one he says, and it lies at the heart of this book which has
several broad themes highlighted, catalogued along with the four dimensions of policy, theory, research, and practice. The
contributors to this book present new research on factors that inhibit or promote Latino success in both four-year
institutions and community colleges in order to inform both policy and practice.
Dr. Saenz received his PhD from UCLA in Higher Education and Organizational Change with a focus on access, equity,
and diversity issues in post-secondary education. Dr. Saenz was a Spencer Foundation pre‐doctoral fellow while at
UCLA, where he also completed a Master’s in Education in 2002. He also received a Master’s degree in Public Affairs
(1999) and a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics (1996) from the University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Saenz was born and
raised in the Rio Grande Valley, and he is proud graduate of La Joya High School.

January 21. Dr. Patricia Gándara
Thank you to Dr. Patricia Gándara, chair of the Catch the Next Advisory Committee for speaking
to our team about her book: The Latino Education Crisis. Dr. Gándara is Research Professor and
Co-Director of the Civil Rights Project at UCLA. She is also Chair of
the Working Group on Education for the University of CaliforniaMexico. Dr. Gándara spoke about her book: The Latino Education
Crisis, and in particular chapter 3 which discussed her research on the
CA Puente High School Program. In her book she asks: Will the United
States have an educational caste system in 2030? Drawing on extensive
demographic data and compelling case studies, this powerful book
reveals the depths of the educational crisis looming for Latino students,
the nation’s largest and most rapidly growing minority group. Richly informative and accessibly
written, "The Latino Education Crisis" describes the cumulative disadvantages faced by too
many children in the complex American school systems, where one in five students is Latino.
Many live in poor and dangerous neighborhoods, attend impoverished and underachieving
schools, and are raised by parents who speak little English and are the least educated of any
ethnic group. The effects for the families, the community, and the nation are sobering
Recent articles and book chapters, published in 2015, include “Charting the Relationship of English Learners and the
ESEA: One Step Forward and Two Steps Back," Russell Sage Volume on ESEA at 50; “Educating English Learners in the
Aftermath of Horne v Flores," In S. Biegel, R. Kim, & K. Welner, Education and the Law, Fourth Edition. New York:
West-Thomson/Reuters (American Casebook Series).
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Palo Alto Staff Speak at Mentoring Summit
Diane Lerma and Stacy Ybarra Evans presented at the fourth Texas Mentoring Summit. The 2016 summit was held on
January 21-22, 2016 at the El Tropicano River Walk Hotel in San Antonio. The
conference helps to facilitate discourse on mentoring among a broad constituency,
including divisions of higher education, K-12, academic researchers, educators,
community leaders, administrators, non-profit partners, business, faith-based
organizations, mentoring advocates, government agencies, and other professionals. Stacy Ybarra pictured on the right is
the current Mentor Coordinator at Palo Alto College and Director of Professional Development for Catch the Next, Inc.
Diane Lerma pictured on the left is the former Puente Mentor Coordinator and current Puente Club Leader at Palo Alto
College, San Antonio Texas. She is also an Education 1300 faculty member.

CTN Puente Team Present at TACCF Convention
Thank you to our Texas familia for representing our Texas College Success Program based on the award winning
Puente framework at The Annual Convention of the Texas Association of Community College Faculty held
February 25-27, 2016 at the Westin Galleria Hotel in Houston, Texas. Our team presented on Friday the 26 th at the
Student Success Workshops starting at 1:30 pm. Our dream catching team was given eight tables and each
individual presented three- thirty minute sessions. This invitation came to CTN via a recommendation from Dr.
Suzanne Morales Vale at the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.
Our special thanks go to: Allegra Villarreal who took the leadership in creating a video to promote the workshops
and developed all of our materials for the event.

Pictured left to right: Allegra Villarreal Disraeli, Austin
Community College; Daniel Rodriguez, Palo Alto College;
Diane Lerma, Palo Alto College; Leslie Comfort, Houston
Community College; Esmeralda Macias, South Texas College,
Mid Valley Campus; Beverly Dixon, Houston Community
College; Lydia French, Houston Community College; and Treva
Brown Askey, Lee College.

8

Palo Alto Students, Faculty and Mentor Present at TACHE
Congratulations to our Palo Alto students and Faculty for being selected to speak at The Texas Association of
Chicanos in Higher Education Conference, February 19, 2016. Presenters: L-R-Dr. Erin Doran-UTSA-Mentor,
pictured on the right and Isai DeHoyos, Pres. Puente/Dream Catchers Club, sitting at the front left. The group
picture includes other team members including Nena Fabela from our El Paso Program. ...

El Paso Begins a Series of Platicas (Conversations).
El Paso Community College decided to begin a series of Platicas to promote student and faculty engagement.
Puente/ Dream Catchers Team Members spent a Saturday Feb. 13 with fellow EPCC faculty members. The first
in a Series of Platicas.

Welcome to Our Familia, University
of North Texas Dallas!!!!!!
UNTD is the first University to join The Texas College Success
Program based on Puente Model.
Pictured are members of UNTD who attended the Spring
Institute. Pictured left to right: Elizabeth Casa de Calvo, Robert
Harris, Anamaria Olivares, Zarmina Nawab, Provost Lois Becker,
Sheryl Santos-Hatchett, Paulina Romero, Mara Vaughn, Cynthia
Rodriguez. Not pictured is Juan Garcia.
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Catch the Next –Puente Spring Institute 2016 a Success
The Catch the Next- Puente Spring Institute was held Wednesday February 17th to Friday February 19th at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Austin Texas. This spring institute was the third in a yearlong sequence of professional
development for our 2015 cohort of faculty and administrators implementing the Puente framework through our
Texas College Success Program.

Professional Development is at the core of all Catch the Next/Puente efforts. Training Principles: Research-based,
experiential, led by experienced practitioners and content-area experts, sustained and intensive, pedagogical content
knowledge, culturally competent asset-based approaches and practices, engaging the community and integrating culture.
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Austin Community College Co- Sponsors Spring Institute Reception

Pictured on the top right: Dr. Virginia
Fraire, behind her, Dr. Richard
Armenta, and to the left, Provost
Charles Cook from Austin Community
College welcoming the crowd.
Top left, El Mariachi Paredes de
Tejastitlan led by Ezekiel Castro.
Bottom left picture includes the Austin
team including Maria Martha Chavez,
CEO Catch the Next, Inc. Texas Puente
Director.

P

I

Standing up on the right are student leaders from the Austin Puente/Dream Catchers Club. On the left
are Dr. Cook and Dr. Fraire.
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UT Austin’s own Teatro Vivo presented 3 vignettes: Petra’s Pecado, Vicinos, and Crossing the
Border from noted author, playwright and director, Rupert Reyes. Rupert Reyes, Mario Ramirez and Alejandra
Murga. Thank you to Austin Community College for the entertaintment.,
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We thank Provost Cook for his support.
Prior to coming to Austin Community College to serve
as Provost, Dr. Cook served at Houston Community
College. At Houston, he is the person that opened the
door for our Texas College Success Program modeled
after the Puente framework. However, soon after we
arrived to Houston, Dr. Cook left. At Austin, he
supported the work done by Dr. Richard Armenta, who
for years had tried to bring the program to his campus.
With the support of Dr. Cook, our program became a
reality. Now Austin Community College is about to
finish its first year of implementation and our students
scored higher than the other Austin students. We thank
him for his leadership and also acknowledge the perseverance of Dr. Armenta.

Catch the Next Texas College Success Program is Nominated
for 2016 Examples of Excelencia
The Texas College Success Program replicating the Puente model in Texas has been
nominated for the Examples of Excelencia, the only national data-driven initiative
focused on identifying and recognizing programs with evidenced-based practices
that increase Latino student success in higher education. Thank you familia for
the nomination. In April, our Familia and friends will be asked to vote for our
program. We will provide the link to support our efforts in Texas.

13

“Empowering Students to Catch College and Career.”

AAHHE 11th Annual National Conference, March 10-12, 2016
Hilton Costa Mesa Hotel, Costa Mesa, California
“Latino Attainment: Meeting America's Equity & Talent Imperatives
Logro Latino: Realizando Nuestras Metas de Igualdad y Talento."

Register for the 2016 AAHHE National Conference TODAY;
click here for the registration form.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Latino Education & Advocacy Days Summit
"Black Brown Indigenous Unity"
Wednesday, March 30, 2016
LEAD Summit VII Invitation from Dr. Tomás D. Morales, CSUSB President

LEAD Event Flyer

LEAD Summit Live Global Webcast.

LEAD - About Us Video - Corrido de Enrique Murillo y LEAD
Campus of California State University, San Bernardino Santos
Manuel Student Union Event Center
Official Social Media Ambassadors for LEAD Summit
VII: Puente Project
REGISTER - LEAD Optional Course Credit
Read about our Optional Course Credit requirements.
Conference Location: Santos Manuel Student Union Event Center
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Texas College Success Project - Professional Development
Opportunities
Please share these opportunities with your students. Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Professional Development Coordinator
Catch The Next

Staff Opportunities
Date
1/16/2016

Activity
Publications

Activity Description
American Association of Community Colleges
Community College Journal Submissions
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Publications/CCJ/Pages/submissionguide.aspx

1/16/2016

Fellowship

National Community College Hispanic Council (NCCHC) Leadership Fellows Program
http://www.sandiego.edu/soles/departments/leadership-studies/thoughtleadership/ncchc.php#apply
Apply NOW

1/16/2016

Call for
Presentations

HACU Conference
Deadline 3/1/2016
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/call_for_papers_ac.asp

Student Opportunities
1/16/2016

Scholarships

1/16/2016

Call for Student
Artists

1/16/2016

Fellows
Program

Adelante Scholarships
NOW OPEN
http://www.adelantefund.org/#!scholarships/cee5
Call for Artists
Preparate Conference
New York, NY
https://preparate.collegeboard.org/call-for-student-artwork
Capital Fellows Program
https://www.profellow.com/announcements/capital-fellows-program-now-acceptingapplications/

Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Partners
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_________________________________________________
Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Colleges

________________________________________________
About Our Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Texas College Success Program replicating the California Puente
Project framework. Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to:
Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor
Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, Palo Alto College. Esmeralda Macias, South Texas College. Cindy Mallorquin,
South Texas College. Richard Yanez, El Paso Community College. Diane Lerma, Palo Alto College. Lydia
French, Houston Community College. Alejandra Martinez, Austin Community College. Allegra Villarreal
Disraeli, Austin Community College. Sheryl Santos Hatchett, University of North Texas Dallas. Josefina
Conchola, Puente Project CA, Rafael Castillo.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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