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Happy Holidays!!
It is the season to be jolly and we are very happy that at the end of this
calendar year we have several students graduating at midterm and others
transferring to four year Universities. These students are the fruit of our
labor and their graduation and transferring to a University are the greatest
gifts we could receive. Our success is possible thanks to the effort and
dedication of our faculty, administrators and our students. We want to
thank them for their effort, and we want to thank our partners: Our
community colleges (Austin, Alamo, El Paso, Lee, Houston and South
Texas), The UC Berkeley Puente Project, The UT Austin Division of
Diversity and Engagement, The Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board and The Meadows Foundation which has spearheaded the rolling out of our program to the neediest
students at the lower levels of Developmental Education through our Pre Puente Program and to our donors. To
all, our gratitude and good wishes for the holiday season. May we all have a happy new year.

Seven Students Graduates from South Texas Colleges this December!!
Seven Puente students graduated from this December,
six of them from the Starr Campus in Rio Grande City
Texas the other from the Mid Valley campus located
in Weslaco Texas. Congratulations to the students and
the faculty. The students are: Joel Cruz with a major
in Psychology; Fatina Garza, with a degree in
Elementary Education; Corina Garza, Emergency
Medical Tech; Juan Garza, Secondary Education; Jose
Lopez, Para Legal; Anabel Torres, Business
Administration; Mauricio Zarazua, Criminal Justice.
The graduation ceremony was Saturday, December 12,
2015.
Picture: Dr. Sandra Ledesma, Dr. Juan Ramirez with STC Secondary Education graduate and Starr County Campus
Puentista Juan Javier Garza.
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This is Dr. Juan Ramirez and recent STC criminal justice graduate and
Starr County Campus Puentista Mauricio Zarazua.

On the left is Puente Learning Frameworks instructor Dr.
Sandra Ledesma and Puente writing instructor Dr. Juan Ramirez
with STC Psychology graduate with honors and Starr County
Campus Puentista Joel Cruz, Jr.
The graduation ceremony was Saturday, December 12, 2015.

We Celebrate Men Of Color Graduating From College.

Latino males are struggling to keep pace relative to their male and female peers at key transition points along
the education pipeline: at high school graduate, at college entry, and at college completion. Even as the number
of Hispanics attending college and attaining degrees has increased steadily in recent years, the proportional
representation of Latino males continues to lag behind their female peers (Sáenz & Ponjuán, 2009). Latino
males have the lowest high school graduation rates as well as the lowest college enrollment and completion
rates of any subgroup. In 2009, more than 61% of all associate’s or bachelor’s degrees earned by Hispanics
were earned by female students, and this degree attainment gap is only growing wider (NCES, 2010).
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Lee College Has Their First Graduate and Five Transfer Students
Lee College joined our Initiative during our second round of implementation for the year 2013-14, so it with
great pride that we announce their first graduate and transfer students.
Andrew Rodriguez graduated with his Assoc. of Arts in General
Studies and he will be transferring to University of Houston
Clear Lake for his degree in Physical Therapy. His mentor Craig
Steinkopf is a therapist with the Methodist Hospital and is also
the husband of our STEM Advisor, Sarah Steinkopf. They are
still in contact from his 2013-2014 year in Puente. Andrew
received a congratulatory letter the summer of his high school
graduation inviting him to a Puente info session. Thankful to his
mother who “dragged”” him here to meet me because otherwise
he said he would not had attended. Andrew has been a very
hard working young man and is very driven to accomplish his
goals. He is also employed with Sherman Williams.
There are 5 transfer students. A group pic of them is
forthcoming in next month’s issue.
Victoria Marron, Puente Project Director

El Paso Community College Graduates One Student

Pictured on the right is Ana Soliz, graduated from El
Paso Community College with Puente Professor Dr.
Irma Camacho.

3

Palo Alto Transfers two Male Students and one Female Student
Congratulations to Juan Higa and Joe Gonzales for being admitted to transfer to a University. Juan Jose Higa
will be going to UTSA, and Joe Gonzales is going to Our Lady of the Lake University.
PAC Students Receive Scholarship
Puente student Veronica Gonzales who transferred to
TAMU
wins Scholarship for her studies from CPS
Energy. She is a first semester student there.

Palo Alto Puente Student Wins NASA
Scholarship
Brenda Diaz was chosen as NASA Scholar and participated in their
summer program. Brenda was one of 161 Community College
students nationwide selected for the honor. Students are encouraged
to transfer to a University and pursue a NASA related field or
degree. Brenda will be transferring to Texas A&M College Station.

Update On May Graduates, South Texas College
“We are very proud of our graduates; they give us a reason to continue to work hard to get more students to
succeed. It is an honor to let you know that the 3 students that graduated in the spring have completed their first
semester at different Universities and are doing very well.” The students are:
Sarah Guerrero, a business major, and Mauricio Morales, a computer science major, completed their first
semester at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, and Navid Ochoa, and education major, completed her
first semester at Texas a & M Kingsville.
Anna Alaniz, Instructor, Starr Campus
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Pre Puente Pilot Program Reaches Milestone
As the semester comes to an End, we reach the end of our first year of
The Pre Puente Model in three campuses located along the U.S.
Mexican border. Those campuses are: Starr Campus/South Texas College located in Rio Grande City; South
Texas College/Pecan Campus located in McAllen, Texas; and, El Paso Community College in El Paso Texas.
The Pre Puente focuses on the
students at the lowest level of
Developmental Education.
These
students have taken the TSI exam and
were found to be at level 1 or 2 of
Developmental Education.
The
traditional Puente framework focuses
on students at level 3, what is called
the bubble. Level one has a grade
equivalence of 1 to 1.9 grades. Level
2 has a grade equivalence of 2 to 3.9.
Level 3 has a grade equivalency of 4
to 8.9. These grades levels truly
exemplify the magnitude of the
problem in Texas and the importance
of the work that CTN has been doing with the investment from the Meadows Foundation
The target population for Pre Puente is the majority of Texas students who get lost in the pipeline of Developmental
Education. Oftentimes, these students have to take up to 6 classes in the language arts and 6 classes in Math before they
are able to take a course for credit. Many of these students use up a large amount of their financial aid, yet they do not
have one college credit to show for their work. The Catch the Next- Puente model takes what would be two courses, one
in reading and one in writing and merges them into one to accelerate exit out of Developmental Education.

State policy to integrate reading and writing is in place in the State but it is only applicable at the highest level
of developmental education so the integration of these courses at the lower level of Developmental Education is
optional for the colleges. Even when a college volunteers to implement the model it requires agreement in some
instances from three departments, the Developmental Reading Department, the Developmental Writing
Department, the Integrated Reading and Writing department so agreeing to merge two courses into one is more
difficult than one thinks because integration often means that the reading teacher could be left without a class if
they do not have the credentials to teach the writing part of the course. The goal for the integration of Reading
and Writing at the lower levels of Dev Ed is not easy, but it is a goal that we think we must adhere to for what
it means to our students to expedite their graduation. These courses as a sound student focused pedagogical
strategy. CTN wants to thank the college leadership for their answer to our call and we want to thank the
Meadows Foundation for funding this pilot program. As you see the reflections from our students, you will see
that this strategy is sound and needs to be continued with the leadership of our Colleges.
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Pre Puente Student Reflections

“It was hard to choose a few because everyone had something good to say about the program.”
Ann Alaniz, Starr Campus faculty, South Texas College
PUENTE Made a Difference in My Life
Since the beginning of my first semester of college I entered into a whole new world. This was going to be the
real test that was going to either make me or break me, but I decided to keep educating myself when other chose
not too because I wanted to get somewhere in life. On the second day of school at that very first moment I
entered my Integrated Reading & Writing class it felt special. Even though it is considered a remedial class, I
was treated like any other student walking into the classroom. Since that moment, I am proud of the decision I
made to keep myself in school and continue getting an education.
All these classes have taught me has been to make a better me than I ever have been, it has given me a
confidence, and I thought I didn’t have. Puente has created a mindset in me that will help me overcome any
challenge that is thrown at me. The Puente courses has made a major difference in my life, they have marked
the new beginning in me due to the great professors and the awesome Familia I have in the classroom. It has
brought out the leader in me; teaching me skills I thought I never had. For example, I can now speak in front of
a crowd, and they made me have a better attitude in my everyday life.
The Puente Club I joined the first day of class has contributed to who I am now mentally because it has helped
me become a better person and it has also taught me leadership skills that I would have never acquired through
anywhere else. The community services I have done through the Puente Club have taught me that life is not
only about me, but about a world full of people that need some kind of help.
I thank Mrs. Alaniz and Dr. Ramirez for everything they have done for me; they are like my personal tutors.
Anything I need, whether it is help on work from another subject, or advice on what class and professors to take
and need and what class I don’t need or can wait. The bond I have created with my fellow classmates is like no
other, we have a friendship that is unbreakable. Even the smallest thing has made a big difference, the learning
environment the professors provide for us is incredible, and the way each professor teaches has made a
difference. Puente has a group of students named Pre-Puente who will be taking Puente next semester, because
that class is looking up to us, it gives me a role of an advisor, and we have to set a good example for them.
Yulissa Gonzalez
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What Puente Means to me
Puente has made a very big difference in my life. It’s made
me learn how to be friendly and make new friends. It’s also taught
me how to be a family with my peers. Puente has had a big positive
impact in my life I’ve learned to volunteer and help others out with
anything I can. Puente has also taught me how to work with others
and be patient. It’s also taught me how do have dedication and determination for what I love to do the most.
Puente has also taught me that in order to succeed in life or in any goal we must give our full dedication and
perseverance. Puente has made me a better person not only in school, but in society as well. I learned that
helping out others is a great thing no matter if you don’t receive anything in return. Puente has made me
discover myself; it has made me understand what I want to study and who I want to be in life. While in Puente I
discovered that I want to become a teacher, that I want to teach kid how to have the passion and perseveres to
succeed. I want to be a teacher to teach my student everything Puente taught me. I can’t stress how good and
positive Puente has impacted my life in in every way possible. Puente has also encouraged me to strive for
bigger goals. I have changed my view in my academic goals, now I want to be able to get my bachelor and
maybe my doctorate degree. Puente has made me have a better perspective in all my life term goals. Puente has
made me get over my shyness; I am now able to talk without getting nervous during presentations. I have
become more confident with myself and with everything I do. I have also learned to be punctual and get stuff
turned in on time. I have even learned to get thing in before the deadlines, it has made me more responsible. I
have become even more responsible with my job and in all my classes. I am so thankful to be in Puente because
I made friends and I’ve learned to be successful, responsible and even learn what I want to do with all my goals
in life.
Byanca Gallardo
PUENTE
One of the things I’ve learned ever since I became a Puente Member is that it’s all about Familia.
Familia is not only a blood relative; someone can be a friend or an acquaintance and take upon that role. As
long as they accept you for who you are and not look at the wrong in you, Puente is having a group of friends
for life and also a networking group for any future references.
What I like and admire and I’m always going to cherish, is the instructors. The way they lecture, and
not only that, but also how we as students can relate to them, since they have been through it all, all the years of
their education to get to where they are today. That means a lot to me, and I will continue to take their advice
and their teaching ways, with me till the end of my journey.
For myself, it’s only the beginning and what comforts me, is that now, I know I can actually achieve my
goal. Getting my Bachelor’s degree would be my dream come true not only mine, but my immediate family as
well. I would be the happiest mother, knowing I have a good education and that it was all worth it. Knowing
what my instructors can achieve and also getting to know them, gives me hope. I am grateful to be their student
and getting their advice and having them as mentors it’s a life learning lesson. Puente has also thought me that I
have options to better my life by obtaining unlimited knowledge, all for my education. Success is a major role
in the Puente Club, the instructors want to bring out the best in you, and give their students motivation to be
better in life to be successful. Gilberto Salinas
7

Puente Has Changed My Life
Puente has made a big difference in my life academically, on my self-esteem, and how I interact with
my classmates. To start off Puente changed the way I view my academic goals. For example, we made some
discussions on what motivated us to come to college. We also made PowerPoints, about our goals in order to
view our lives in two, four, and ten years from now. Puente made me realize that everything is possible and
striving to reach our goals is possible. For instance, we had discussions on why be a dental assistant when you
can be a dentist, why be an LVN when you can be an RN and those discussions made me realize to strive for
bigger goals. In my family no one has gone to college, so I am a first generation college student, no one in my
family knows the importance there is to an education. Puente gave me the skills and motivation to continue
pursuing my goals. Therefore, Puente has made me view my goals more than I had ever imagined. To me my
Puente instructors are inspirational teachers, because they both have a doctorates degree, which to me is
amazing, and this made me realize that everything is possible. In fact I have obtained a lot of knowledge about
success and setting goals for myself that will help me in my life. Another thing I believe is Puente has made a
difference in my self-esteem, I feel more confident speaking in front of the class and in class discussions. For
example, there was a time when we had to present in front of class; I used to be so terrified of just telling others
how I felt or what I thought about something. Puente changed all of that for me, all those things boosted my
self-esteem and have made a difference in my life. Puente has also helped me work better with others. I did
PowerPoints and group projects with other classmates which helped me interact better and make friends, but it’s
not only about making friends but about networking. I’ve learned that my friends from college can be the help
you need later on if they become teachers, or doctors. Even if they took a class with you they can help you
choose the teacher or books etc. Puente helped me understand that everyone has different knowledge that can
really help later on in life. However, Puente has not only made a big difference in my life, but they also became
my “familia.” I am very happy to have met all these incredible people who are in Puente and have made me the
better person I am today. Finally, Puente has made a big difference in my life academically, on how I view my
goals, on my self-esteem, and how I interact with my classmates. Puente has changed my life and with the skills
and friends I obtained in Puente I am ready to be successful college students and achieve my goals.
Amanda Lee Garza
Puente
Puente means family… I’ve learned to make new friends by communicating with one another, and not
being embarrassed of getting to know new people. Without Puente I would be completely lost, Mrs. Alaniz has
done a great job showing us how to follow strategies to know what we’re reading. I used to read, but I didn’t
even know what I was reading; I didn’t pay attention to those details that Mrs. Alaniz showed us. We read a
story, but we were actually summarizing every paragraph we read by doing powerful lines and discussing as a
group what was going on in the story. We all get along just fine and aren’t afraid of asking each other for help
when needed. Puente is there to guide us, to show us “Que Si Se Puede”, I get very motivated when I get to
class and see motivational videos on success. I get inspired and remind myself that when things get tough it’s
when I have to try harder and keep on trying my best to reach my goal. I see Puente as my counselor and my
comfort zone whenever I am stuck with something I don’t understand.
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Puente means a lot of different things. It means commitment,
courage, and sacrifice. I’m fine with all those things because they
make me better as a person that is very humble and loves to help out
others that are in need. I’m extremely proud to be part of Puente.
Commitment is what Puente showed me a lot. Waking up early
for class was a real hassle for me, but I knew if I didn’t go to class I would miss out on important information.
Only having one class in the morning was a good choice because it showed me I can be ready for the higher
classes that I need to take. It has also showed me communicating with other people isn’t always as bad as it
seems. Communication brought the class closer together in my opinion. I never knew commitment until I
entered Puente, but now I know all thanks to the Puente Club.
Courage is another thing Puente showed me. When we would present in the middle of class with our
teacher sitting observing as if she was a student and I was the teacher was scary for me. I have stage freight, but
Puente has changed that in me. Now I feel that with more practice, I can speak to a crowd of people without
chocking on stage. It has encouraged me to read more and more books. It has just showed me the true meaning
of courage.
Sacrifice was one of the biggest things that Puente showed me. Not being able to hang out with friends
on a beautiful Thursday morning was one sacrifice I had to make in order to do well in class. Sacrifice to me
means not being able to do the same things you’re used to doing on a day-to-day basis. Yes, it sucks at times not
being able to stay in bed all day, but the future demands sacrifice and it will become a reality when you start
putting the hours in. On several occasions I was scheduled to work during my class time, but I made the
sacrifices of making less money right now, to make more money later for my future. With sacrifices comes
success too, so that’s what I’m aiming for, and I will not stop until I achieve that.
All in all, I thank Puente for admitting me in the program. Also, I thank Mrs. Alaniz for being very patient with
me; I know I’m a lot to handle. Thank you for teaching me the things I needed to know in order to survive in
college.
Yajahira Villalobos
Puente
Puente has really made a difference in my life, and I am truly blessed that I got chosen to be a part of the
Puente Familia. It is a real honor to be part of this class because it has thought me so much, not only did I get
over my fear about speaking to people I did not know, but I learned so much about reading and writing the
correct way. I am glad that Mrs. Alaniz picked me to be part of her hard working group. At first I was super
scared since it was my very first time at a community college, but as soon as I began to go to her class
everything changed. She showed us how to have respect for one another; also if we ever needed advise or help
she would be there if not Cindy, our Puente Center Advisor, or any other person from our class. It is something
that I really appreciate from her part. The Puente program shows us to never give up no matter how hard the
situation is, or what we are going through there is always a way out. One main thing Puente changed in my life
was really thinking about my spirit crushers. I learned that I’m never supposed to let the spirit crushers get to
me because they want to see me fail. Puente really taught me to never give up or let them bring me down.
Before I would never think about those spirit crushers, but then I came across with the Puente class and we all
learned that we all have spirit crushers and it’s very sad because most of the times it’s our own family. Puente
changed my life for the best, not only do I have a family at home, but I have a family at school
Yolanda Vargas
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More on Pre Puente
Hi Maria,
Students indicted that they enjoyed the “platicas” we had in class in
regards to the novel House on Mango Street and The Jumping Tree
especially when they were able to relate issues and situations to their lives. They also indicated that they
learned how to like reading as opposed to hating it, like they had at the beginning of the semester. They
understand how to comprehend what they read and are able to analyze an article by annotating and questioning
the reasons why authors might write the way they do. The indicated it was a different class from what they
were used to in high school where teachers didn’t care whether they read or not. Attached are some pictures of
students working on compare and contrast differences in their lives in regard to how women are viewed in
House of Mango Street to today’s views of women. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Florinda Rodriguez- M.Ed., Reading Specialist- Dev. Reading/INRW Program Chair South Texas College

El Paso Community College is Part of the Pre Puente Pilot Program
Our January issue will include some reflections from Pre Puente
students in El Paso participating in our Pre Pilot Program. As is
the case at South Texas College, students in the classes are
developing leadership skills as is the case with Jazmin Carrillo
(from one of the Pre- Puente classes) pictured below presenting
author Claudia Guadalupe Martinez at the campus event.

Thank you Meadows Foundation, you have
made a wise investment in our youth.
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Student Reflections Houston
Below are some reflections from the students at
Central this semester. Lydia French,
"The one thing I loved the most about this whole
experience was the wonderful group of people I have
met. Without them I don't know how far behind in
this class (INRW 0420) I would be. They motivate me to do better and always remind me that they are there for
me. My classmates as well as professors in the Puente program really have shown me what it are like to be a
good student and a great learner and for that I'm thankful."
"In the past, during my ESOL classes most of my classmates moved together to the next level. We made good
relationships in there. Now, two years after, I still have good friends who were my ESOL classmates. The
relation that emerges between students when they stay together for more than one class is very different than
when we take just one class together. During this semester at INRW 0420 Puente class, I have noticed how my
relationship with my classmates has grown, due to time sharing in activities out of the classroom AND in the
classroom, but all because of the Puente program. . . . I'm happy I'm going to take ENGL 1301 with these same
classmates; it is a motivation for me because I've made a good relation with them. We have encouraged each
other. . . . I consider the Puente Program a great opportunity to me to perform in a better way, because I may
work along with my classmates, and together do the best."
"During the time I have been in the Puente Program at HCC my motivation to stay in school and keep pushing
has increased. I am now more confident than I ever thought I would be. This is all thanks to the help of the
Puente Program."
"At some point during the beginning of the semester I was scared to fail because I thought I wasn't smart
enough for school. Yet, throughout the semester in this class (INRW 0420) we did several readings. Many
which we can relate to in one way or another, whether you feel like you're not smart enough, or for some reason
struggling to get through school, or maybe simply scared to pursue an education. There was a reading that really
stood out to me. It was based on Angela Duckworth's study of "Grit." . . . The reason this stood out to me was
because I once that I didn't have the knowledge required from me to get through school, yet, now I know that as
long as I stayed focused and gritty I will get to hold my degree in my hands as I graduate from a university."
"This program helps you get through school a lot smoother. Getting close to my fellow Puentistas has also
helped. We study together and are always there to help each other out. I believe that if it wasn't for this program
I probably would have given up on school, but the staff and my peers helped keep me motivated."
"The University of Houston is one of the dream schools that I always wanted to go to, so I was very excited
about the campus tour and information about the transfer processes. On the campus tour day, we had learned
about the admission requirements, scholarships, tours and tuition cost. Not only I but many classmates of mine
also learned and have encouragement to transfer and plan to be successful. We had so much fun and learned
about many things . . . I had never had any chances like this until I joined the Puente Club."
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Palo Alto Student Reflections.

Being a Puente student was an awesome
experience. You get to meet more people
who become friends then become Familia
to you. Even the teachers become part of
your everyday life. The environment itself
makes you part of the class. I really
enjoyed being part of the Puente class. I
was honestly honored to be part of the
class. Nicholas Valerio is currently a
Pre-Nursing student who wishes to
transfer to UTHSC after completing his degree at Palo Alto College.
My first semester as a Pac Puente student has been more than awesome and amazing. I'm more than happy I
joined Puente for my first college semester. Daniela Chaverria is currently a STEM Field Nursing student
who is also working as a Chemistry Lab assistant in her first semester at PAC and recently applied for the TSTEM scholarship.

South Texas College Mid Valley Campus Puente Class
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South Texas College
Students Picture Collage
By Esmeralda Macias

.
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El Paso Host Sabado de Familia
Puente Sábado de Familia pictures include:
-

Guests and family members looking at students’ projects

-

Guests and family members participating in interactive prompts to write about their families

-

Guests and family members participating in interactive activities about culture and local landmarks

Best, Minerva Laveaga Assistant English Professor-Assistant to the Dean of Communication and Performing
Arts
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El Paso Writing Activity for Guest at Sabado de Familia
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Civil Rights and Puente Scholar Dr. Patricia Gándara Kicks off 2016
Speaker Series
Our Teaching and Learning for Student Success Monthly Professional Development Conference Call
scheduled for January 21. Time of Call: 4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST)
Phone Number: (302) 202-1110 Code: 519698.

is

Dr. Patricia Gándara has been chair of the Catch the Next Advisory Committee since
the organization was crated and has been a source of inspiration and support to our
program. Please note that the call is scheduled one hour earlier than usual. You do not
want to miss her presentation.
Patricia Gándara is Research Professor and Co-Director of the Civil Rights Project
at UCLA. She is also Chair of the Working Group on Education for the University of
California-Mexico Initiative in which she is spearheading a number of CaliforniaMexico education projects. Gándara is a fellow of the American Educational Research
Association (AERA), the National Academy of Education, and the Rockefeller
Foundation Bellagio Center in Italy, the French-American Association at Sciences Po
Graduate Institute, Paris, and an ETS fellow at Princeton, New Jersey. In 2011 she
was appointed to President Obama’s Commission on Educational Excellence for Hispanics, and in 2015
received the Distinguished Career Award from the Scholars of Color Committee of the American Educational
Research Association.
Recent articles and book chapters, published in 2015, include “Charting the Relationship of English Learners
and the ESEA: One Step Forward and Two Steps Back," Russell Sage Volume on ESEA at 50; “Educating
English Learners in the Aftermath of Horne v Flores," In S. Biegel, R. Kim, & K. Welner, Education and the
Law, Fourth Edition. New York: West-Thomson/Reuters (American Casebook Series).
Her most recent books include The Latino Education Crisis (2009) with Frances Contreras, from Harvard
University Press; Forbidden Language: English Learners and Restrictive Language Policies (2010) with
Megan Hopkins, from Teachers College Press, and The Bilingual Advantage: Language, Literacy, and the U.S.
Labor Market (2014), with Rebecca Callahan), a compilation of studies that demonstrates the economic value
of biliteracy in a rapidly globalizing world.
Gadara’s recent reports include "Making Education Work for Latinas" (2014, Civil Rights Project with Eva
Longoria Foundation) and "Fulfilling America’s Future: Latinas in the U.S. 2015" (2015, Civil Rights Project
and the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics).
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Thank you Sonia Nazario, December Conference Call Speaker
Thank you to Author Mentor and Pulitzer Prize winner Sonia Nazario for visiting
with our Puente familia and for the materials she shared with our faculty. Sonia is
among the most influential Latinos by Hispanic Business Magazine and a
“trendsetter” by Hispanic Magazine. In 2012 Columbia Journalism Review named
Nazario among “40 women who changed the media business in the past 40.”
To see Nazario’s opinion article in the NY times titled: “Refugees at our Door” go
to:
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/11/opinion/sunday/the-refugees-at-ourdoor.html?_r=0

CTN Scholar Mentors Dr. Victor Saenz and Luis Ponjuan Publish New Book
From Victor Saenz and Luis Ponjuan (website.)
We’re pleased to announce that a new co-edited book on Latino males in
higher education will be released in January 2016. Co-edited by Dr.
Victor B. Saenz (Executive Director, Project MALES), Dr. Luis Ponjuan
(Co-founder, Project MALES), and Dr. Julie L. Figueroa (Project MALES
Faculty Affiliate), the book is titled “Ensuring the Success of Latino
Males in Higher Education: A National Imperative” (Stylus Publishing).
Through the contributions of emerging scholars and seasoned
practitioners, we share new research on factors that inhibit or promote
Latino male student success at 4-year institutions, community colleges,
and secondary institutions in order to inform both policy and practice
across the education continuum. The chapters within this edited book on
Latino males collectively represent a timely and necessary contribution to
this urgent national conversation on men of color in education.
The co-editors have also designed this book as a primer for policy makers
at the national, state, and local levels as well as scholars in higher
education. This book is also designed for anyone who wants to better understand the various issues related to
Latino male access and degree attainment and also wants to work toward addressing the growing gender gap by
learning from the most recent and relevant research on Latino males in education.
Finally, the book is beneficial to community leaders and activists who want a comprehensive discussion about
the challenges Latino male students face in schools and how they can work proactively to overcome those
challenges. We hope this book inspires more dialogue, understanding, and transformative action.
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We are grateful for what we have accomplished, but need your
support to keep moving forward.
Dear friends and colleagues,
We thank you for keeping Catch the Next, Inc., in mind when considering how to give back to your community
at the end of the year.
This has been a bittersweet year for our organization with the passing of our founder John Siceloff whose
legacy continues to bring about positive social change to communities large and small committed to student
success. It has also been an exciting period of change and growth for the organization. With new leadership in
place and a bold vision for the future
As you know, our organization counts on donations and in-kind contributions from individuals, the State of
Texas, and the philanthropic sector each year, to ensure that we can continue to serve the multiple communities
implementing our “dream catchers” College Success Program replicating the UC Berkeley Puente model in
some of the most vibrant communities, large and small committed to student success. Please consider making a
donation to our organization.
Catch the Next, Inc., is a 501-c-3 non-profit corporation and the value of your contribution is fully taxdeductible. If you wish to make a donation and earmark it for a particular college or activity, you can contact
me at the address provided below, Or just go to:
donate@catchthenext.org

Thank you for your support.
With warm wishes,
Maria Martha Chavez, PhD
Chief Executive Officer
Puente Texas Director
Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
www.catchthenext.org

“Empowering Students to Catch College and Career.”
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Texas Puente Project – Staff/Faculty Professional Development Opportunities
The following professional development opportunities encourage engagement, demonstrate application of technology,
grant and funding opportunities, conference opportunities and relevant information of theory, research and practice of
wonderful ways to exemplify the academic and cultural approaches that welcome and socialize Latino students to college
while increasing their persistence, self-esteem, academic success and transfer rates through the Puente Project. I
encourage you to forward any information that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me at
stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans, Director of Professional Development Catch The Next

Date Added

Activity

Description – Link/Website

12/10/2015

Funding Opp

Grant Funding Opportunity
www.awesomefoundation.org

12/10/2015

Social Media

How to effectively post your Puente updates on FB/Social Media
http://www.edsocialmedia.com/2015/02/twitter-best-practices-higher-education/

12/10/2015

Article

Crowdsourcing your Professional Development
http://nextgenlearning.org/blog/crowdsourcing-personal-learning-network

12/10/2015

Video

Ted Talks
The Happy Secret to Better Work
https://www.ted.com/talks/shawn_achor_the_happy_secret_to_better_work?language=en

12/10/2015

Scholarships

12/10/2015

Texas Puente Project – Student Professional Development Opportunities
CHCI Scholarship
http://www.chci.org/scholarships/
Scholarship
Dr. Juan Andrade Scholarship for Young Hispanic Leaders
http://form.jotform.us/form/51946093356159?

12/10/2015

Internship

Paid Summer Internship in Media
http://www.emmabowenfoundation.com/

12/10/2015

Challenge

12/10/2015

Scholarship

Congressional App Challenge for Students
Joaquin Castro – Coding Contest
Congressionalappchallenge.us
Student Track Scholarship
HACU http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Conference_Student_Scholarship1.asp
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Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Partners
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Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Colleges
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About Our Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Texas College Success Program replicating the California Puente
Project framework. Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to:
Dr. Maria Chavez, Edito
Mariamarthachavez@catchthenext.org
Contributors: Stacy Ybarra, Esmeralda Macias, Stevan Schiefelbein, Ana Alaniz, Florinda Rodriguez, Lydia
French, Minerva Laveaga, Lucia Rodriguez, Victoria Marron.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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