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New Academic Year Begins!!!
Colleges across Texas are starting their 2015-16
academic year. We are half way through the second
decade of the century and on our fourth year of
implementation of our Texas College Success Program
modeled in part on the UC Berkeley Puente Project. This
year, we begin our work in 7 colleges and 9 campuses
(Alamo, Austin, El Paso, Houston Down Town, Houston
Southeast, Lee and South Texas Starr campus, Midvalley campus and Pecan Campus.)
Once social change begins, it cannot be reversed. You cannot un-educate the person who has learned to read. You cannot
humiliate the person who feels pride. Cesar Chavez, address to the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco, Nov. 9, 1984

South Texas College Completes First Pre Puente Class.
Thanks to the Meadows Foundation, summer 2015 was an exciting time at South Texas
College because once again the institution ventured to add to their already existing Puente
Project. South Texas College began a Pre-Puente Project for students who scored in the lower tier of
developmental studies. Mrs. Anna B. Alaniz taught the first Pre-Puente class at the main Pecan campus, which
fed some of the students to the fall Puente Project. Students were enthused with the Puente Mexican-American
literature, the platicas, and the cariño fostered in the program. During the fall semester, South Texas College is
conducting three Pre-Puente courses, one in the Starr County Campus and two on the main campus. South
Texas College in collaboration with Catch the Next and the Meadows Foundation continue to strive to bring
innovative programs to enhance student success.
This fall, El Paso Community College will also be implementing the Pre Puente option as well. For the last
year, Catch the Next Fellows from El Paso, South Texas and Alamo College conducted an assessment of
practitioners to determine the ideal Pre Puente framework for the lower levels of Developmental Education. The
Fellows worked with the project director, deans and department chairs to select the staff and provide them with
an orientation. Fellows also assisted them in their syllabus design and reading options. Pre Puente faculty and
Fellow participated in a week long Foundational training at UT Austin and were eligible to receive 4 graduate
extension credits from UC Berkeley.
We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity for our community...Our ambitions must be
broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our own. Cesar Chavez
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Catch the Next-Puente Founding Colleges to Provide Mentoring
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board is providing funding to the three founding Puente College a
grant for their implementation of the model but also to work with CTN in conducting site visits, training and
coaching to newer colleges. The three founding colleges are: South Texas, El Paso and Palo Alto College, all
have student success outcomes in the 80+ percentile. Success means that students completed the course with an A, B or C.
These success scores have been maintained for three years as the founding colleges begin their fourth year of operation
and many of their original students have graduated with their associate degree and have transferred to a four year
institution.

Greater Texas Foundation Conducts Site Visit to Palo Alto College

Catch the Next, Inc., is grateful that Dr. Rosser would
take the trip to San Antonio for the visit and we are most
grateful for the participation and presentations from the
faculty and students during the visit. We are also
grateful for the participation of Dr. Laura Rendon, Dr.
Amaury Nora, Dr. Linda Hagerdon, Dr. Jose Aranda, all
scholar mentors for our Catch the Next-Puente Initiative
for serving on the board and poet Tino Villanueva. In
addition, we appreciate the participation of Dr. Erin
Doran one of our community leadership mentors and Dr.
Leandro Sparsa both of whom serve as student mentors.
It goes without saying that we are grateful to the Palo
Alto administration for hosting this event. The foundation has asked CTN to submit a plan for the expansion of the Texas
College Success Program across the state of Texas as a result of the visit.

2

Dissertation Highlights Developmental Education in Texas and the
Catch the Next-Puente Project.
Congratulations to Dr. Erin Doran, one of Catch the Next’s Community Leadership Mentor and Palo Alto College
Student Mentor on the completion of her Doctoral Dissertation. Dr. Doran’s work
looks at Developmental Education in the State of Texas and the transformation effort
by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. Her dissertation also focuses on
our Catch the Next- Puente Initiative and our strategy for student success. Here’s a

citation to ProQuest, the academic database where the dissertation is
posted: http://search.proquest.com/docview/1685036456?accountid=7122
Erin Doran, Ed.D. is recent graduate of the Educational Leadership program
(Higher Education Administration emphasis) at the University of Texas at San
Antonio. She examines issues of student success, access, and equity in higher
education, particularly for Latinas/os and students who place into
developmental education. Erin’s dissertation, chaired by Dr. Anne-Marie
Núñez, focuses on the response of faculty to the integration of developmental reading and writing at a HispanicServing community college in South Texas. As a qualitative researcher and historian, her dissertation employs
Cultural Historical Activity Theory which allows her to examine the implementation of integration of reading
and writing in a way that is contextually rich and dynamic. Erin has presented her work at various local,
regional, and national conferences including the American Association of Hispanics in Higher Education
(AAHHE) and the American Educational Research Association (AERA). In 2014, she was chosen to
participate in the AERA Division J (Postsecondary Education) Emerging Scholars workshop, and in 2015, she
was named a Graduate Student Fellow by both the Texas Association of Chicanos in Higher Education
(TACHE) and AAHHE.
Erin was born and raised in El Paso to a family of educators, including her parents who are both K-12
principals. She attended UTSA as an undergraduate, where she earned a B.A. in 2006 and M.A. in 2008, both
in History. Erin has worked for the College of Education and Human Development at UTSA since 2008 as a
Student Development Specialist and also teaches as an adjunct in history at Northeast Lakeview College. She
has been a proud part of the Puente program as a student mentor at Palo Alto College in San Antonio since
2013 and a Scholar-Mentor with Catch the Next since 2014.

Diane Lerma Highlights Need for Mentoring of Reading Teachers to
Promote Coordinating Board’s Integrated Reading and Writing Policy.
In order for Developmental Education Reading teachers to be able to teach
integrated reading and writing courses, it is necessary for reading teachers to
have the necessary credentials to teach the writing part of the integrated courses,
and not all reading teachers have said credentials. Many reading teachers need
additional education to keep up with Integrated Reading and Writing policy, as
the state attempts to accelerate exit out of Developmental education across the
state. Diane Lerma feels that Mentoring for Reading Teachers by other faculty is
one way to compliment and facilitate said strategy for acceleration in an article
for the San Antonio Express where she highlights her own experience. See link:
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/Mentoring-paves-way-for-future-success-6438259.php?cmpid=email-mobile
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Save the Date!!!
August 28, Scholar Mentor Ann Marie Nunez to present at Book Talk.
The College of Education and Human Development’s Department of Educational
Leadership and Policy Studies (ELPS) and the College of Public Policy will cohost a book talk on “Hispanic-Serving Institutions: Advancing Research and
Transformative Practice,” Friday, Aug. 28 at 12 p.m. in the Buena Vista Building
Theater (1.326) on the UTSA Downtown Campus. The event is free and open to
the public.
The event will feature a presentation by the book’s co-editors Dr. Anne-Marie
Núñez, ELPS associate professor, Dr. Sylvia Hurtado, professor at the University
of California, Los Angeles, and Dr. Emily Calderon Galdeano, director of research
for Excelencia in Education.
“Hispanic-Serving Institutions: Advancing Research and Transformative
Practice,” which was published by Routledge earlier this year, critically
explores the environment and organizational behaviors of Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSIs) and includes chapters written by leading HSI scholars,
including ELPS associate professor Dr. Gloria Crisp.
The event is sponsored by the Department of Educational Leadership and
Policy Studies, the College of Public Policy, and the Office of the President.
To purchase a copy of the book, visit the Routledge website. For more
information about the event, contact Dr. Anne-Marie Núñez
at annemarie.nunez@utsa.edu
.

Save the Date!!
September 17th “Teaching and Learning for Student Success” Conference
Call Speaker Series Features Dr. Erin Doran
Catch the Next, Inc. is kicking off their monthly conference calls featuring Dr. Erin Doran, one of Catch the
Next’s Community Leadership Mentor. She will speak about Developmental Education Reform in Texas and
the role of Puente in bringing about change.
Dr. Doran will speak September 17 at 5pm EST; 4pm CST; 3pm MST; 2pm PST.
To access the call please dial: (302) 202-1110 Host Code: 519698
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Save the Date
Excelencia in Education National Announcement of
Learn more at : www.edexcelencia.org/2015

Examples de Excelencia. September 22- 6o 8 pm.

Save the Date
Sergio Troncoso to Visit El Paso September 30
Catch the Next, Inc. Author Mentor Sergio Troncoso will be visiting El Paso Community
College Catch the Next-Puente classes on September 30. He is visiting El Paso for the
inauguration of the Ysleta branch library to be named after him on October 2. Sergio who
resides in NYC is a graduate of Harvard and has two graduate degrees from Yale
University in international relations and philosophy. He won a Fulbright Scholarship to
Mexico, where he studied economics, politics, and literature. In 1999, his book of short
stories, The Last Tortilla and Other Stories(University of Arizona Press), won the Premio
Aztlan Literary Prize for the best book by a new Chicano writer, and the Southwest Book
Award from the Border Regional Library Association.
His novel, The Nature of Truth (Northwestern University Press), was first published in 2003. A reviewer from Janus
Head, a journal of Philosophy, Literature, and Psychology, wrote: "The subtlety, and fairness, with which Troncoso
presents these conflicting frameworks [Nietzschean valor, Christian pragmatism, and blind inductivism] stand as the
novel's crowning intellectual achievement, side by side with the artistic one: a convincing tale of murder and ruminating
guilt." In 2003, Troncoso was also inducted into the Hispanic Scholarship Fund's Alumni Hall of Fame.
In 2011, Troncoso published two books. His second novel, From This Wicked Patch of Dust (University of Arizona
Press). A reviewer from The Dallas Morning News wrote: "In a media market where cultural stereotypes abound, it's
refreshing to read a novel featuring Latino characters that are nuanced and authentic. The novel was named as one of the
best books of the year by Kirkus Reviews and won the Southwest Book Award from the Border Regional Library
Association. The novel was chosen as a Notable Book by Southwest Books of the Year. Troncoso was inducted into
the Texas Institute of Letters in 2012.Troncoso has taught fiction and nonfiction workshops as a resident faculty member
of the Yale Writers' Conference in New Haven, Connecticut and as an instructor at the Hudson Valley Writers' Center in
Sleepy Hollow, New York. To learn more:
.http://www.latinpost.com/articles/73086/20150820/sergio-troncoso-author-of-from-this-wicked-patch-of-dust-and-the-nature-of-truth-shares-incredible-truths-aboutthe-border-and-storytelling.htm
Also, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZpgieO4BPU

Save the Date
Fall Institute to be held in El Paso October 28-30
Professional Development is key to the success of the Catch the Next- Puente Texas College Success Program. Every
teacher and or administrator engaged with the program must participate in a week long Foundation’s Institute typically
held in the summer and a fall and spring institute. This year’s fall Institute will be held at the Camino Real Hotel in El
Paso Texas. The Institute will begin Wednesday the 28th with lunch and activities will begin at 1:00 p.m. The Institute
will end after lunch on Friday October 30th. For more information contact: Mariamarthachavez@catchthenext.org
Our tradition in Texas is to have a reception highlighting local talent as well as the talent from our CTN-Puente teams.
One of our guest will be Valentin Sandoval one of our Catch the Next Author Mentors. Below is a half an hour show for
PBS shown through all of New Mexico where Valentin was interviewed.http://video.krwg.org/video/2365518849/
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South Texas College faculty reach out to their regional
University
On Wednesday, 8/19, Anna Alaniz , Integrated Reading and Writing and Education 1300
faculty and Stevan Schiefelbein Developmental English Instructor met with six faculty and
staff members associated with the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Center of Mexican
American Studies (including Puente Mentor/Scholar Dr. Stephanie Alvarez). We discussed
the possible ideas on how UT-RGV upper level undergraduate or graduate students might be able to be mentors for STC
Puente students. We’re still thinking through how that might work.
We agreed to bring our students to UT-RGV on Friday, November 6 for a campus tour and a Pechanga. At the end of
March 2016, we agreed to bring students back for their annual Festival, a week-long celebration of arts, literature, and
humanities. Today, Puente faculty from the three STC campuses met with Dr. Bischoff to discuss plans for the coming
year, including calendar planning, college visits, and mentoring approaches. Steve Schiefelbein

Interesting Reading
Pro-tip: The Souls of Black Folk by Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois remains
timely in the 21st century. The new edition via Yale University
Press with excellent introduction and chronology by Yale
College Dean Jonathan Scott Holloway makes it more so. AND,
the Dean and the Press made sure the price point is accessible for
schools and more.
Get it and share the word. Info:
http://yalepress.yale.edu/book.asp?isbn=9780300195828
Courtesy of Michael Morand, Yale University.

Interesting Reading
The Atlantic “How One Law Banning Ethnic Studies Led to Its Rise.” Jul 19, 2015
(Excerpt) “The irony is that if Arizona lawmakers had never squashed one Mexican American studies class—in
a single district in one city—Curtis Acosta would have no interest in duplicating that same class across the
country. Certainly, California and Texas public schools would not be considering offering the course in all its
high schools. And Tony Diaz would never have become the book smuggler. Tony is based in Houston.”
In fact, today Mexican American studies have spread to high schools at a rate that no one could have imagined
before Arizona banned the class in 2010. “It sped up the evolution by about 25 years,” says Diaz, the selfdubbed “librotraficante,” or book smuggler. “It’s clear to me that our intellectual advancement is a threat to
some people, because they tried to make it illegal.”
To read more go to: http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/07/how-one-law-banning-ethnicstudies-led-to-rise/398885/?fb_ref=Default
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CTN Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy Selects an Editorial Board
The journal of Ideas and Pedagogy has an editorial board composed of scholars and authors who support the work of the
Texas College Success Program implementing the Puente framework. The scholars are: Dr. Laura Rendon, UTSA; Dr.
Amaury Nora, UTSA; Dr. Linda Hagerdon, Iowa State University; Tino Villanueva, Poet; Dr. Jose Aranda, Rice
University. Other members and copy staff will be highlighted in our next issue of Crossing Bridges, Catching Dreams
Newsletter.
Laura Rendon
Catch the Next, Inc. Scholar Mentor Dr. Laura I. Rendón is Professor of Higher
Education in the College of Education and Human Development at the University of
Texas-San Antonio. She is also Co-Director of the Center for Research and Policy in
Education. From 2005-2009, Rendón served as Professor and Chair in the
Department of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies at Iowa State University,
College of Human Sciences.
As a research specialist on college preparation, persistence and graduation of lowincome, first-generation students, Rendón is also recognized as a thought leader in
the field of contemplative education. She has been a keynoter at conferences such as
GEAR UP, National Conference on Race and Ethnicity, National Association of College Admissions Counselors, International
Conference on the First-Year College Experience, and International Conference on Research on Service Learning, among
others. In 2013 the Texas Diversity Council recognized her Among the Most Powerful and Influential Women in Texas.
Rendón has been the recipient of grants focused on student access and success from organizations such as TG, The Lumina
Foundation, and the Ford Foundation.
A native of Laredo, Texas Rendon’s passion is assisting students who, like her, grew up in poverty with hopes and dreams but
not knowing how to realize them. Rendón is credited with developing the theory of validation, which colleges and researchers
have employed as a framework for working with and affirming low-income students. She also developed a pedagogic
framework called Sentipensante (Sensing/Thinking) Pedagogy designed to help faculty employ contemplative pedagogic
strategies that emphasize holistic student development and which gear students toward goals such as social activism, service to
others and personal and social responsibility.
Rendón earned a Ph.D. in higher education administration from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. She holds a M.A. in
counseling and guidance and psychology from Texas A&M University-Kingsville. She earned a B.A. in English and journalism
from the University of Houston, and holds an associate of arts degree from San Antonio College. Rendón also attended Laredo
Community College.
Rendón is an active scholar whose research has been published in key education research journals. She is also the author
of Sentipensante (Sensing/Thinking) Pedagogy: Educating for Wholeness, Social Justice and Liberation. Moreover, she is coeditor of books and monographs including: 1) Transforming the First Year of College for Students of Color, 2) Educating a New
Majority, 3) Introduction to American Higher Education, and 4) Racial and Ethnic Diversity in Higher Education ASHE
Reader.
She is one of the founders and former Board Chair of the National Council for Community and Education Partnerships
(Washington, DC) focused on providing access to college for low-income students. She has also served on the Board of
Trustees for Naropa University in Boulder, Colorado. Further, Rendón has designed and coordinated the yearly Latino/a Student
Success Institute for the American Association of Hispanics in Higher Education.
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Amaury Nora

Catch the Next Inc. Scholar Mentor Dr. Amaury Nora is Professor of
Higher Education, Co-Director of the Center for Research and Policy in
Education, and Associate Dean for Research in the College of Education
and Human Development at the University of Texas at San Antonio. He is
also Editor of The Review of Higher Education, the journal for the
Association for the Study of Higher Education (ASHE). Dr. Nora was
inducted into the Class of 2009 as an AERA Fellow for his scholarship in
the field of higher education. His research has focused on theoretical
perspectives related to student persistence, the role of college on diverse
student populations across different types of institutions, and the
development of retention models that integrate economic theories and
psychosocial perspectives within college persistence frameworks. The
extent of his inquiries has contributed to traditional as well as non-traditional lines of research on college
student persistence. Nora has served on the editorial boards of Research in Higher Education, The Review of
Higher Education, The Journal of Higher Education, Journal of Hispanic Higher Education and The Journal of
College Student Retention: Research and Theory.
Dr. Nora is currently a member of a Technical Review Panel for the U.S. Department of Education, the
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), and the National Science Foundation (NSF) focused on the
national Educational Longitudinal Study, 2000 – 20112. He has also served as consultant to the American
Council of Education, National Advisory Board member for the evaluation of GEAR UP, reviewer for the
National Research Council in Washington, DC. and evaluator for two major projects, the National Center for
Urban Partnerships (NCUP) and the Houston Annenberg Challenge project. He has served as Content Expert
on Higher Education, ERIC Steering Committee, Department of Education, 2004-2006; as a panel member on
the National Research Council of the National Academies, Ford Foundation Diversity Fellowships Program,
2005, 2006; a consultant on outcomes assessment for the Title V Project, Houston Community College
System, 2004-2009; as consultant for the NPEC Project on Student Success funded by the National Center for
Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education, 2003; advisor to the Task Force on Student Enrollment at
California State University-Long Beach, June 2002; advisor on standardized testing and minority college
admissions and data analysis, NAACP Legal Defense Fund, New York, February-April, 2000; and has
provided testimonial on factors affecting the retention of minority students before a panel for the Southern
Education Foundation, State Capital, Austin, Texas, February, 1994.
Dr. Nora has made numerous research paper presentations at professional conferences. His recent works
include: A Re-Conceptualization of Student Engagement (2011); Hispanics and Higher Education: An
Overview of Research, Theory and Practice (2009); Technology and Higher Education: The Impact of elearning Approaches on Student Academic Achievement, Perceptions and Persistence (2008); Mentoring
Students: Conceptualizing and Validating the Multi-Dimensions of a Support System (2008); Examining the
Tangible and Psychosocial Benefits of Financial Aid with Student Access, Engagement and Degree
Attainment (2006); The Role of Habitus and Cultural Capital in Choosing a College, Transitioning from High
School to Higher Education, and Persisting in College Among Minority and Non-Minority Students (2004);
The Depiction of Significant Others in Tinto’s “Rites of Passage:” A Reconceptualization of the Influence of
Family and Community in the Persistence Process (2002); How Minority Students Finance their Higher
Education (2001); Access, Choice, and Outcomes: A Profile of Hispanic Students in Higher Education (1999);
The Current Status of Undergraduate Latina/so in Four-Year Colleges and Universities (2005); and Access to
Higher Education for Hispanic Students: Real or Illusory?(2003).
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Jose F. Aranda Jr.

Catch the Next, Inc. Scholar Mentor Jose F. Aranda, Jr. is an associate
professor of Chicano/a and American Literature in the English Department
of Rice University. He received his Ph.D. from Brown University.
Professor Aranda has written articles on early U.S. criticism, nineteenthcentury Mexican American literature, the future of Chicano/a studies, and
most recently undertaken an investigation of the relationship between
modernism and Mexican American literature. He has also begun work on
his next book, tentatively entitled Why I Dreamed of Jeannie But Became a
Chicano Instead. This book is a critical exploration of television, popular
culture, the Vietnam War, and the news media and the subsequent roles
they played in shaping the political and cultural identities of the first generation of Mexican American children
to be hailed by the Chicano Movement. Finally, he is also at work on a long term project to write the cultural
biography of nineteenth-century Californio writer Marma Amparo Ruiz de Burton. He teaches courses in
Chicano/a literature, Asian American fiction, and nineteenth and twentieth-century U. S. literature.
Nationally, he sits on the board of Recovering the U. S. Hispanic Literary Heritage Project. He has been
appointed by the MLA Executive Council to the Committee on the Literatures of People of Color for a three
year term. He also an active member of the MLA Chicana and Chicano Literature Division. He is also an
associate editor for the forthcoming revised edition (2005) of Prentice Hall Anthology of American Literature
and Culture, general editors, Dean Rader and Jonathan Silverman, as well as a series editor for Postwestern
Horizons, a new book series in U. S. western studies for University of Nebraska Press, general editor Bill
Handley. In Houston, he is a board member of two literary arts organizations Inprint and Nuestra Palabra.

Linda Hagerdon

Catch the Next, Inc. Scholar Mentor Dr. Linda Serra Hagedorn is
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Programs, International Programs,
Student Services, Diversity, and Community in the College of Human
Sciences and Professor in the School of Education at Iowa State
University. She is a prominent researcher in the area of community college
student success with over 200 publications and presentations. As the
Director of International Programs at Iowa State, she is also highly
involved in international education. Dr. Hagedorn has extensive
international experience beginning with her initial work in Vietnam as a
Fulbright Specialist at AnGiang University (2003). She subsequently has
been a researcher and collaborator in China, Russia, Korea, and Spain. She
is on the advisory board of international universities in both China and
Iran. As the past president of the Association for the Study of Higher
Education (ASHE) and Vice President of the American Educational Research Association (AERA), Dr.
Hagedorn has a rich history of leadership. Included in her long list of funded projects, including the latest
funded by the U.S. Department of State where she heads the American Cultural Center at Henan Normal
University in Xinxiang China. Dr. Hagerdon has also served as a Data Coach for the Achieving the Dream
Initiative and works with colleges in Texas.
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Tino Villanueva

Poet and painter Tino Villanueva was born in San Marcos, Texas to a
family of migrant workers. He was drafted into the army and served for
two years as a supply clerk in the Panama Canal Zone before earning a BA
at Southwest Texas State University, an MA at State University of New
York
at
Buffalo,
and
a
PhD
at
Boston
University.
Writing in both Spanish and English, at times sliding back and forth
between the two languages, Villanueva writes poems exploring themes of
memory, longing, and history. He is the author of several poetry
collections, including Hay Otra Voz: Poems (1972); Scene from the Movie
GIANT (1993), which won an American Book Award; and So Spoke
Penelope (2013). He translated Luis J. Rodríguez’s La Llaman
América (1998), and his own poems have been translated into Italian, French, German, Portuguese, Greek, and
Korean. The founder of Imagine Publishers, Inc., Villanueva has edited Imagine: International Chicano Poetry
Journal and the anthology Chicanos: Antología Histórica y Literaria(1980).Villanueva received a
Distinguished Alumnus Award from Texas State University-San Marcos. He has taught at Wellesley College
and Boston University. A selection of his papers is held at the Wittliff Collections at Texas State University. He
lives in Boston.

Role and function of CTN Editorial Board
The Role and Function of the CTN Editorial Board









To develop and maintain a source of high quality and ensure best pedagogical practices
To commission new material and to ensure that its content is relevant to practitioners in the field of academic
pedagogy
To define and implement the Journal’s ethical standards, including the principle of editorial independence.
To supply and discuss ideas for the development of new methods of practice
To nurture and support the mission of CTN and all its editorial pathways
To provide clear instructions to any author wishing to submit material to CTN
To contribute to the ongoing development of efficient procedures for the peer review and approval processes.
To report regularly through the Editor to the Board of CTN

Membership of the CTN Editorial Board




All members will be appointed by the CTN CEO in consultation with the Editor.
The number of the appointed members will be determined by the Editor in consultation with CEO of CTN
Members will usually serve for a terms of two years, renewable for a further period(s) as required by the Editor to
ensure a breadth of relevant expertise.

10






The membership of the Editorial Board will reflect the diversity of the profession, the geographical spread of the
readership, and the practice areas of CTN
Members must abide by any stated or implied confidentiality that attaches to the work of the Editorial Board
during or after any period of membership.
Members must comply with any data protection with respect to any personal data made available to them as part
of the work of the Editorial Board.
Ex-officio members will be those approved through CTN board action

CTN: A journal of Ideas and Pedagogy is affiliated with the CTN newsletter.

CTN Journal General Guidelines for Contributors and Editoria
Board Members
General information
The following types of contribution to CTN: A Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy are peer-reviewed: Pedagogical
resources, educational articles and Insight articles. Correspondence and all forms of published correction may also be
peer-reviewed at the discretion of the editors. Book reviews are not usually peer-reviewed. Nevertheless, articles
published in these sections, particularly if they present pedagogical scholarship may be peer-reviewed at the discretion of
the editors.
For any general questions and comments about the peer-review process, the journal or its editorial policies that are not
addressed here, we encourage reviewers to contact us. Questions about a specific manuscript should be directed to the
editor who is handling the manuscript.
Online manuscript review
We ask peer-reviewers to submit their reports via our catchthenext.org system by following the link provided in the
editor's email.
Criteria for publication
CTN will probably receive many more submissions than it can publish. Therefore, we ask peer-reviewers to keep in
mind that every paper that is accepted means that another good paper must be rejected. To be published in CTN journal,
a paper should meet four general criteria:





Provides strong evidence for its conclusions.
Adds to the growing importance to the area of teaching pedagogy, best-practices, and ideas.
Of extreme importance to education in any specific field.
Ideally, interesting to researchers in other related disciplines.
In general, to be acceptable, a paper should represent an advance in understanding likely to influence thinking in the
field. There should be a discernible reason why the work deserves the visibility of publication in our CTN journal rather
than the best of the specialist journals.
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The review process
All submitted manuscripts are read by the editorial staff. To save time for authors and peer-reviewers, only those papers
that seem most likely to meet our editorial criteria are sent for formal review. Those papers judged by the editors to be of
insufficient general interest or otherwise inappropriate are rejected promptly without external review (although these
decisions may be based on informal advice from specialists in the field).
Manuscripts judged to be of potential interest to our readership are sent for formal review, typically to two reviewers, but
sometimes more if special advice is needed (for example on statistics or a particular technique).
The editors then make a decision based on the reviewers' advice, from among several possibilities:





Accept, with or without editorial revisions
Invite the authors to revise their manuscript to address specific concerns before a final decision is reached
Reject, but indicate to the authors that further work might justify a resubmission
Reject outright, typically on grounds of specialist interest, lack of novelty, insufficient conceptual advance or major
technical and/or interpretational problems
Reviewers are welcome to recommend a particular course of action, but they should bear in mind that other reviewers of
a particular paper may give different technical expertise and/or views, and the editors may have to make a decision based
on conflicting advice. The most useful reports, therefore, provide the editors with the information on which a decision
should be based. Setting out the arguments for and against publication is often more helpful to the editors than a direct
recommendation one way or the other. Editorial decisions are not a matter of counting votes or numerical rank
assessments, and we do not always follow the majority recommendation. We try to evaluate the strength of the
arguments raised by each reviewer and by the authors, and we may also consider other information not available to either
party. Our primary responsibilities are to our readers and to the scientific community at large, and in deciding how best
to serve them, we must weigh the claims of each paper against the many others also under consideration. We may return
to reviewers for further advice, particularly in cases where they disagree with each other, or where the authors believe
they have been misunderstood on points of fact. We therefore ask that reviewers should be willing to provide follow-up
advice as requested. We are very aware, however, that reviewers are usually reluctant to be drawn into prolonged
disputes, so we try to keep consultation to the minimum we judge necessary to provide a fair hearing for the authors.
When reviewers agree to assess a paper, we consider this a commitment to review subsequent revisions. However,
editors will not send a resubmitted paper back to the reviewers if it seems that the authors have not made a serious
attempt to address the criticisms.
We take reviewers' criticisms seriously; in particular, we are very reluctant to disregard technical criticisms. In cases
where one reviewer alone opposes publication, we may consult the other reviewers as to whether s/he is applying an
unduly critical standard. We occasionally bring in additional reviewers to resolve disputes, but we prefer to avoid doing
so unless there is a specific issue, for example a specialist technical point, on which we feel a need for further advice.
Selecting peer-reviewers
Reviewer selection is critical to the publication process, and we base our choice on many factors, including expertise,
reputation, specific recommendations and our own previous experience of a reviewer's characteristics. For instance, we
avoid using people who are slow, careless, or do not provide reasoning for their views, whether harsh or lenient.
We check with potential reviewers before sending them manuscripts to review. Reviewers should bear in mind that these
messages contain confidential information, which should be treated as such.
Access to the literature
If a reviewer does not have access to any published paper that is necessary for evaluation of a submitted manuscript, the
journal will supply the reviewer with a copy. Under these circumstances, the reviewer should send the publication
reference of the paper required to the editor who sent them the paper to review.
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Writing the review
The primary purpose of the review is to provide the editors with the information needed to reach a decision but the
review should also instruct the authors on how they can strengthen their paper to the point where it may be acceptable.
As far as possible, a negative review should explain to the authors the major weaknesses of their manuscript, so that
rejected authors can understand the basis for the decision and see in broad terms what needs to be done to improve the
manuscript for publication elsewhere. Referees should not feel obliged to provide detailed, constructive advice regarding
minor criticisms of the manuscript if it does not meet the criteria for the journal (as outlined in the letter from the editor
when asking for the review).
Referees should be aware that authors of declined manuscripts may request that referee comments be transferred to
another Nature journal where they can be used to determine suitability of publication at the receiving journal.
Confidential comments to the editor are welcome, but it is helpful if the main points are stated in the comments for
transmission to the authors. The ideal review should answer the following questions:











Who will be interested in reading the paper, and why?
What are the main claims of the paper and how significant are they?
How does the paper stand out from others in its field?
Are the claims novel? If not, which published papers compromise novelty?
Are the claims convincing? If not, what further evidence is needed?
Are there other experiments or work that would strengthen the paper further?
How much would further work improve it, and how difficult would this be? Would it take a long time?
Are the claims appropriately discussed in the context of previous literature?
If the manuscript is unacceptable, is the study sufficiently promising to encourage the authors to resubmit?
If the manuscript is unacceptable but promising, what specific work is needed to make it acceptable?
Other questions to consider
We appreciate that reviewers are busy, and we are very grateful if they can answer the questions in the section above.
However, if time is available, it is extremely helpful to the editors if reviewers can advise on some of the following
points:







Is the manuscript clearly written?
If not, how could it be made more clear or accessible to lay readers?
Would readers outside the discipline benefit from a schematic of the main result to accompany publication?
Could the manuscript be shortened? (Because of pressure on space in our printed pages we aim to publish manuscripts as
short as is consistent with a persuasive message.)
Should the authors be asked to provide supplementary methods or data to accompany the paper online? (Such data might
include source code for modeling studies, detailed experimental protocols or mathematical derivations.)

Call for Submissions CTN Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy
Call for Submissions: CTN Best Practices. CTN seeks submissions for its fall 2015 issue with a special focus on Best
Practices, Best Teaching Moments, Short fiction, poetry, and essays dealing with national issues. Deadline September
15, 2015, or until the issue fills up.
Since we acquire first North American rights, submissions should be works previously unpublished in North America.
Please double-space. We appreciate a short cover letter with a concise bio that could be used should we publish the work.
Please inform us of a simultaneous submission and email us immediately if the work is accepted elsewhere. Please email
submission to Rafael Castillo at rafael.castillo@catchthenext.org
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This is our first inaugural issue and therefore the wide range of voices will be welcome. Our response time averages four
weeks or longer only in special circumstances. Submit your very best work with our assurance it will be given every
consideration.
We would like to encourage faculty, administrators, researchers in our colleges to consider writing an article for our CTN
Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy
Likewise, Scholars, Authors and Community Leadership Mentors Participating in the Teaching and learning for Student
Success Peer Mentoring Program are invited to submit an article to our Journal.
FICTION
CTN Journal of Idea and Pedagogy publishes original literary fiction characterized by interest in language, development
of distinctive settings, compelling conflict, and complex, unique characters. Submit one story or up to three short-shorts
(500-1,000 words each). Due to limited space, we do not consider longer stories and novellas. We reserve the right to
reject any work of art.
PEDAGOGY
CTN publishes high quality articles dealing specifically with genre related best practices and literary criticism. Articles
dealing with the integration of novels and interpretative analysis will be given consideration and issues with higher
education particularly in the area of counseling, pedagogy, and action research will be considered as all articles are sent
for peer-review.
POETRY
CTN publishes excellent poetry of all types, including informal personal narratives, prose poems, and formal poems.
Poetry should be single-spaced and include three to five poems per submission.
NONFICTION
CTN publishes distinctive topical essays and personal creative nonfiction of any kind; this includes pieces that might fit
into the memoir, travel, and historical nonfiction categories. We are not an academic journal and publish for a general
readership. Above all, we are interested in publishing nonfiction that surprises and intrigues us. Submit one essay or up to
three shorter essays (500-1,000 words each).
INTERVIEWS
CTN publishes interviews with writers of all kinds: literary, academic, journalistic, and popular. Future interviews will
feature Carmen Tafolla, Laurie Ann Guerrero, and Jesse Cardona taken from the Poetry Archives Project at Palo Alto
College. Please query us at CTN for a proposal for a particular interview.
REVIEWS AND REVIEW ESSAYS
CTN publishes reviews of current fiction, poetry, and nonfiction books, especially those from writers with an innovative
approach to subject matter. Several related works may be reviewed at more length in a review essay that engages critical
issues not appropriate to a single review. We are always in search of new reviewers. Please query us at
Rafael.Castillo@catchthenext.net on the possibility of a particular review or review essay,
Specify your credentials for the review.

14

TRANSLATIONS
CTN welcomes English translations of all genres from other languages, in which case brief biographies of the authors and
translators should be included. Translators must have permission from the authors before submitting.
VISUAL ART
CTN accepts visual art submissions, photography included, by invitation only.
CONTACT
Rafael Castillo, PhD. Executive Editor. Rafael.Castillo@catchthenext.net
Allegra Villarreal, Associate Editor Allegra.villarreal@catchthenext.org

Journal of Ideas and Pedagogy Editorial Board Staff
EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS ARE CURRENT OR FORMER MEMBERS OF THE CATCH THE NEXTPUENTE TEAM IN TEXAS.

Rafael C. Castillo, Executive Editor was the first editor of ViAztlan: an
international journal of Arts and Letters established in San Antonio, Texas in
1979. The journal was funded through the City of San Antonio and the culturebased arts organization, Centro Cultural de Aztlan. A veteran free-lance writer,
Castillo authored articles germane to the American community and established
philosophy-based issues and supported international causes that promoted
Mexican American arts and letters. He later served as contributing editor of The
Saguaro, a literary journal published at the University of Arizona, Tucson. In
1985, Castillo visited Paris, France, and met briefly with David Appelfield,
editor of FRANK, an international literary journal, and became its San Antonio
correspondent. In 2001, Castillo was asked to serve on the editorial board
of Puente’s, an international bilingual journal based at Texas A&M University–
Corpus Christi.
His writings have appeared in The Arizona Quarterly, Saguaro, Frank (Paris,
France), Southwestern American Literature, English Journal, College English, South Texas Studies, English in
Texas, Imagine, Puente’s, Aztlan, Caracol and other international literary quarterlies. He is included in Don
Graham's (2003) Lone Star Literature, an anthology of prominent Texas writers whose works have been
canonized within the literary pantheon of W.W. Norton. Castillo is the author of Distant Journeys, (Bilingual
Review Press/Arizona State University) which was published in 1991. The collection was nominated for the
Before Columbus Award, the Texas Institute of Letters, and the Ernest Hemingway Award.
Rafael Castillo’s most recent addition to the literary canon is Aurora, a collection of fiction published in 2010
by Floricanto Press of California.
In 1985, Castillo was selected as the first English faculty at Palo Alto College and the subsequent year became
its first chairperson. The college opened in 1985 and is located in the Southside of San Antonio. In 1987, Rafael
Castillo was awarded the first Palo Alto College Teaching Excellence Award ($2,000/laptop) voted at-large by
the Faculty Senate, and the following year, the National Council of Teachers of English awarded him
the English Journal Writing Award. In 1988, Rafael Castillo inaugurated and founded the student-centered Palo
Alto Review which later morphed into the broad-based academic journal, The Palo Alto Review. In 1990,
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Castillo was asked to serve on the Editorial Board of Publications of NCTE, the National Council of Teachers
of English. Dr. Castillo is listed in Who's Who in U.S. Writers, Editors, and Poets; Men of Achievement, and
Who's who among Scholars.
A graduate of St. Mary's University (B.A.), the University of Texas at San Antonio (M.A.) and Capella
University in Minnesota (PhD), Rafael Castillo was one of the early free-lance writers whose contributions
opened the door for Hispanics in mainstream journalism.. In the summer of 2012, Castillo attended the Puente
Institute at the University of California at Berkeley. A brief literary biography of Rafael Castillo is included
in The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Ethnic American Literature (2005) and the 1986–1987 Who's Who in U.S.
Writers, Editors, and Poets. Other biographical listings include Rafael Castillo in the Dictionary of Literary
Biography Volume 209, Gale Publishing, and papers listed at the University of Texas in the Nettie Lee Benson
Latin American Collection. Catalogued as SRH-1.109 by Gilda Baeza-Ortego, for more information go to:
Rosales, Jesus. "Rafael Castillo" Dictionary of Literary Biography. Vol. 209. Gale Publishing, 2000. Oakley, Helen. "Rafael C.
Castillo" Greenwood Encyclopedia of Multiethnic Literature. Greenwood Press, 2005

Allegra Villarreal Associate Editor was born in Detroit, Michigan, and she
was reared in California, Oregon, and Texas. At the age of 16, she received
her GED and enrolled at Portland Community College. A year and a half
later, she was accepted at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland, where
she earned a B.A. in International Relations and Middle East Studies. After
graduating, she enrolled at Oxford University, shifted her academic focus,
and was awarded a Master’s in Creative Writing in 2008. She taught ESL in
Mexico and the Czech Republic before returning to the U.S. Allegra
currently teaches English at Austin Community College and until recently
taught at South Texas College Starr campus located in Rio Grande City, the
small, border town where her maternal family has lived for generations.

Maria” Martha” Chavez Brumell, Editor in Chief is a sociologist with a
history of researching, implementing and evaluating social policy. As a private
consultant, Maria bridges the gap between theory and practice. She works with
institutions and their constituencies, to identify or clarify problems, creates
methodologies to address obstacles, increase the capacity of institutions to
fulfill objectives, and creates evaluation tools to measure outcomes.
Chavez’s consulting work led to her position as Chief Education Officer and
later Chief Executive Officer for Catch the Next, Inc. A college readiness and
completion organization committed to improving educational outcomes for
Latinos and other underserved students. Maria’s work is done in partnership
with the UC Berkeley Office of Diversity and Engagement and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board. In September of 2013, CTN’s work in academic advising and mentoring was one of three national
winners of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s challenge to determine: What’ is Next in Higher
Education. In October of the same year, she won recognition for excellence from the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board for s institutional effectiveness. March 27, 2014, Maria received a proclamation from the
State of Texas Senate for their exceptional work in helping to empower Latinos through educational success.
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Chavez has also won numerous awards from the National Institute for Staff and Organizational Development at
UT Austin and others.
Chavez holds a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism, Psychology and Spanish Literature and a Master’s Degree in
Education- Curriculum and Instruction from Kansas State University where she served as Assistant Director of
Admissions. She also holds at PhD and MPhil from Yale University where she has served as Dean in Yale
College. Maria’s dissertation, “A Home Away from Home.’ The Function of Community Schools: Institutional
Response to Social Disorder, won the Yale Graduate Schools,’ John Perry Miller Dissertation Research Prize,
for its social significance. Her field work establishing Community Schools in CT led President Bill Clinton to
fund the program nationally through the Crime Bill of 1993.
Chavez is a former Assistant Dean of Yale College, and a member of the faculty. She established the Asian
Chicano Cultural Center at Yale, The Chicano Boricua Studies (that has evolved into the American Studies,
Race, Ethnicity and Migration Major).
Maria Martha also established a Visiting Scholar Program for the Hector P. Garcia Lecture Series which led to a
series of monographs. Through the Esfuerzo Unido initiative (a united effort between Yale and New Haven) she
created LULAC Head start and Day Care Centers, a 7 million dollar preschool initiative for kids (0 to 5) years’
old which is still in operation after 30 years. The spring of 2015 she co-authored a grant for the organization for
a dual language program funded by the federal government. Maria also established the Latino Youth Center in
the City of New Haven and helped build an elderly center named: Casa Otonal.
Through Save the Children Federation, Maria organized six of California’s poorest places in the Central Valley,
and established six community learning centers, in the following cities: Cutler, Earlimart, Farmersville, Terra
Bella, Mendota and Planada.
This community organizing work was done as a result of her research on America’s 101 poorest places funded
by the Guyer Fellowship which led to a Report to the Nation by Save the Children US Federation titled:
America’s Forgotten Children. Child Poverty in Rural America.
She also published a chapter in a book, for the Save the Children Alliance based in London Children’s Rights:
Reality or Rhetoric? The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child- The first Ten years.
Maria also served on the editorial board of the Save the Children Alliance and served as a writer for the State of
the World’s Mothers 2000. The first ever Mother’s index with 106 countries being ranked.
Maria Martha also has worked with Public Agenda, a research and engagement organizations dealing with
clients such as the Council on Foreign relations, foundations, and state and federal entities. At Public Agenda
she published:
Public Engagement and America’s Growing Latino Populations.
Center for Advances in Public Engagement (CAPE) Public Agenda, NYC Summer 2009.
Providing Facilities and Support to Digitally Isolated Communities.
Center for Advances in Public Engagement (CAPE) A CAPE working paper on digital engagement with Scott
Bittle. Public Agenda NYC. Summer 2008.
Setting Standards in San Jose California.
A case study of the San Jose Independent School District’s Community Engagement Model. Center for
Advances in Public Engagement (CAPE) Public Agenda. NYC 2006.
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Texas College Success Program - Professional Development
Opportunities
The following professional development opportunities are provided by Catch the Next’s Professional
Development Coordinator Stacy Ybarra. I encourage you to forward any information that would provide
wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
It’s a new year for Catch the Next and Puente in Texas! We want to know your favorite TED Talks episodes and
books or journal articles you would like to refer to your fellow colleagues! What are you looking at wanting to
learn more about this year? Motivation and Student Engagement Strategies? Assessment and Grading
Practices? Creating an Interesting Classroom Environment? We want to know! Email Stacy Ybarra Evans at
stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org. and one of your tips might be highlighted each month!

Faculty/Staff
Date Added
8/18/2015

Activity
Grants

8/18/2015

Fellowship

8/18/2015

Fellowship

8/18/2015

Fellowship

8/18/2015

Proposals

8/18/2015

Education

8/18/2015

Spotlight
Website

Description – Link/Website
Career Development Grants
American Association of University Women
Deadline: 12/15/2015
White House Fellowship
Deadline: 1/15/2016
Minority Fellowship Program
American Sociological Association
January 31, 2016
TACHE Graduate Fellowship Award
December 30, 2015
Call for Proposals
Association of Colleges for Tutoring and Learning Assistance
http://actla.info/call-for-proposals/
Graduate Programs in Developmental Education
http://highered.appstate.edu/academics
Appalachian State University
http://www.shsu.edu/programs/doctorate-of-education-in-developmental-educationadministration/
Doctorate of Education in Developmental Education Administration
Journal of Developmental Education (JDE)
http://ncde.appstate.edu/sites/ncde.appstate.edu/files/JDE_authors_guidelines.pdf

Students
Date Added
8/18/2015

Activity
Fellowship

Description – Link/Website
CHCI Public Policy Fellowship Program
Deadline: February 12, 2015

8/18/2015

Fellowship

Moreno/Rangel Fellowship
www.mallf.org
This program provides an opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students
across Texas to gain real experience working in the Texas House of Representatives.
Program participants will be placed in one of the MALC Caucus members’ offices
and serve as full-time policy fellows. In addition to learning the legislative process
and developing their leadership skills, participants will receive a monthly stipend to
assist with living expenses Fellows must be an undergraduate or graduate student
enrolled in a two or four year accredited institution, having completed at least 60
hours. Recent graduates are also welcome to apply. Applicant must
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8/18/2015

Scholarship

8/18/2015

Scholarship

8/18/2015

Scholarship

8/18/2015

Scholarship

___

be 21 years of age or older (as of January 8, 2015).
Deadline 10/01/2015
Buick Achievers Scholarship Program
Deadline: February 27, 2016
Denny’s Hungry For Education Scholarship
USHLI
Deadline: April 30, 2016
Broadcast Education Association Scholarship
Deadline: October 13, 2015
ESA Loft Video Gaming Innovation Fellowship
Deadline: October 1, 2016

New Baby Joins Dream catcher Familia
Congratulations to Orlando Lara and his wife on the
birth of their baby girl. Professor Lara teaches
Integrated Reading and Writing, English Composition
1 and Mexican American Studies for our Puente
Classes at Lee College. The beautiful little girl is
named Katalina Huitzil Lara. Huitzil means hummingbird
in Nahuatl.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Crossing Bridges Catching Dreams Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Texas College Success Program replicating the California Puente Project framework, with the sponsorship of the Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board.

Dr.Maria Chavez, Editor
For more information contact:
Mariamarthachavez@catchthenext.org
Contributors: Stevan Schiefelbein, Rafael Castillo, Stacy Ybarra, Orlando Lara, Ana Alaniz, Lucia Rodriguez.
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