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Site Visits are an Integral Part of our Dream Catchers Puente Project 
Student success in higher education greatly depends on the types of experiences they have at each level of the 

educational system they encounter. One of the experiences our Dream Catchers-Puente Project provides our 

Community College students is to visit colleges across the state to promote transfer to a four year institution. 

For University students, our objective is to have them consider and pursue an Advance degree.  This month, 

some of our colleges wrapped up their visits for this academic year. We are sharing their experience with you.  

 

South Texas College Students Visit TAMU and UT Austin 
 

Riding the bus for countless hours, South Texas College 

Students traveled from the Rio Grande Valley to TAMU on 

April 1 and UT Austin on April 2
nd

  

On the left (with cap on) and bottom, we have Ms. Esmeralda 

Macia’s class from the Mid Valley Campus of South Texas 

College, located in Weslaco Texas. 
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Visiting colleges provides students an 

opportunity to see themselves within   a 

University setting making the dream of 

a University education more tangible. 

On the left we have Ms. Angelica 

Cerda and Stevan Schiefelbein classes 

from Pecan Campus of South Texas 

College, located in McAllen, Texas. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Pictuted on the right in pink is  Instructor Stevan Schiefelbein. 
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Students Learn about the 

Admissions Process at UT 

Austin. 

the trip.The trip was a leaning 

experience and a lot of fun for 

students that were able to make  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  
 

Pictured on the left we have Instructors from South Texas College: Angelica Cerda on the right, Juan Ramirez 

in the middle and Esmeralda Macias on the left. 
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 Lee College students Visit the University of Houston 
 

Lee College Students visited the University of Houston 

and the UH Center for Mexican American Studies, 

Hispanic/Latino Special Collections. A great day in 

Houston's East End. Victoria Marron, Director. In 

addition, students visited Arte Público Press. Lee College 

is located in Baytown, Texas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UHCMAS/
https://www.facebook.com/artepublico/
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Palo Alto Students Visit UT Austin 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Visiting Texas Flagship University is an opportunity 

for our students to see that they too can go away to 

college and that services exist to ensure their success. 

 

 

 

 

Palo Alto Mentor Panel April 11 
 

 

In our Dream Catchers-Puente Project, team 

members match the students with mentors 
from the local professional community on 
the basis of personality, profession and 
gender.  Mentors serve as role models of 
academic and professional success to these 
students helping them develop 
professional/networking skills and the 
student’s social and cultural capital. 
Mentors offer ongoing encouragement for 
students and provide a vital link between 
the local community and the college 
campus. Mentors are assigned to the 
students at the start of phase 1 for a period 
of a year. On occasion mentors are part of a 
panel as was the case in this occasion. 

 

 



  

6 

 

Lee College Noche de Familia 

 
Noche de Familia (Family night) is the time when students and their families come together to meet the 

student’s mentors. Noche de Familia is the way that colleges engage parents and the community at large in their 

students’ academic life.  By meeting the mentors, parents are more at ease with having their child meet with an 

adult on a regular basis that is committed to their success in school.  By meeting the parents, mentors have a 

better understanding of the student’s background and the role they are to play in their academic success. 
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Palo Alto Students Fiesta Booth 
 

Every year the City of San Antonio has a Spring Fiesta that spreads across the city with institutions joining in 

and having their own event. Each year, our Dream Catchers-Puente Club joins in the celebration by having a 

booth to sell corn in a cup and make funds for club activities. 

 

 
 

Palo Alto Students Compete for Dream Catchers- Puente Club Office 
.Congratulations to the new Dream Catchers- Puente club officers for 2016-2017: 

President: Sebastian Huerta 

Vice Press: Juliana Audis 

Secretary: Edith Moreno 

Treasurer: Gabriella Garcia 

On April 27, at the "End of Year Celebration", candidates delivered a one-minute speech expressing why they 

should be elected to their respective office. Each student highlighted the following points as outlined in the 

Officer Application form: 1. why do you want to be an officer? 2. What experience do you have in a leadership 

position? 3. What is your definition of teamwork? 4. What ideas do you have for the Dream Catchers- Puente 

club next year?   

The Dream- Catchers Puente Club promotes student engagement throughout the student’s academic 
career.  The Club also promotes 
leadership development.  
Benefits of the Puente Club 
include: intellectual growth, 
effective communications, 
enhanced self-esteem, clarified 
values, career choices, 
meaningful interpersonal 
relationships, collaboration, and 
satisfying and productive 
lifestyles.  "Success is a Journey. 
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End of Year Celebration Palo Alto College 
As the end of the academic year   approaches, colleges across the state begin to celebrate the students that 

persisted and completed their classes. Some will be graduating or transferring to a four year institution, others 

will return to finish their studies. Congratulations to everyone for their accomplishments. 

  

 
 Scholar Mentors Dr. Laura Rendon and Amaury Nora Join Celebration 
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Teaching and L  earning For Student Success Professional Development Calls. 

Catch the Next’s Teaching and Learning for Student Success- March Professional Development Conference Call,   is 

scheduled for Thursday May 19
th
. Our guest speaker is Dr. Edward Leach, Executive Director of the National Institute for 

Staff and Organizational Development (NISOD)   Time of Call:  4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST).  

To access the call please dial:   (302) 202-1110   Code: 519698 

 

Dr. Edward Leach 

Dr. Edward Leach is executive director of the National Institute for Staff and 

Organizational Development (NISOD), a membership organization that promotes 

excellence in teaching, learning, and leadership at community and technical 

colleges. Since 2013, Leach has assured that NISOD has had a sustainable long-

range strategic plan to achieve this mission through consistent, timely, and 

measurable progress. 

Previously, Leach was vice president of services and programs for the League for 

Innovation in the Community College, where from 1999 until 2010 he directed the 

Conference on Information Technology and the STEMtech Conference from 2010 

until 2012. He also served as a co-principal investigator for a $2.5 million National 

Science Foundation grant that scaled up a curriculum of complex engineering 

challenges using underwater robotics. He was also co-principal investigator for a 

$10 million Internet-in-Education program funded by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), as well as an ED 

grant that familiarized over 1,000 community college faculty and 7,000 preservice teachers with Internet-based 

learning objects. 

Leach earned a PhD in educational administration with a concentration in community college leadership from 

The University of Texas in Austin. He is also a certified association executive (CAE), a designation identifying 

association professionals who have completed the higher education, work experience, and professional 

development studies identified as essential to the association chief staff executive role. 

Thank you Dr. Monette C. McIver 

Thank you to Dr. McIver for visiting with our team during our last monthly call. 

Catch the Next, Inc., looks forward to our continued partnership with the Dana 

Center/NMP. 

Dr. McIver serves as the manager of higher education services, providing 

leadership, guidance, and continuity across all higher education resources offered 

by the Center. In this role, she leads the Center’s national higher education 

developmental mathematics reform initiative, the New Mathways Project. Monette 

supports the ongoing effort to work at scale within Texas and develop and 

implement a plan for expansion to other states. Monette has more than 20 years of 

experience in education. She most recently served as a consulting director for the 

Center for Systems Transformation at McREL International, where she oversaw and supported work in school 

and systems improvement. She completed her doctorate and M.A. at the School of Education at the University 

of Colorado at Boulder. Monette earned a B.A. in Mathematics from Spelman College. 

 

tel:%28302%29%20202-1110
http://www.nisod.org/
http://www.nisod.org/
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Catch the Next Dream Catchers-Puente Project Summer Institute to be held in June 

The CTN Dream Catchers -Puente Project Summer Institute will be held June 13-17, 2016 at the University of Texas at 

Austin in the Almetris Duren Hall.  The session begins at 9:00 a.m., on Monday June 13th and ends on 

Friday the 17
th
 at 1:00 p.m.   Graduate Credit is available to participants from the University of California 

at Berkeley Extension Service. For more information: Ebron@berkeley.edu   

 

At the Summer Institute participants will learn how the Puente framework achieves its mission: to help 

underrepresented students succeed academically, transfer to a four-year university graduate and return to 

their communities as leaders and mentors for future generations.  . At the institute, you will: 

 Be introduced to the three components of the Puente Project, and how to implement them 

 Participate in component-specific workshops 

 Learn how to co-coordinate the  program and learn to work as a productive team member, effective on campus and in 

the community 

 Make important connections with other CTN Dream Catchers- Puente team members and our coordinators.  

 Develop strategies on how to develop, and implement the mentor component 

 Understand  counseling, teaching and mentoring best practices 

 Learn the writing process, including how to incorporate literature reflective of the demographics of the 

population in the classroom into the curriculum. 

 

The Institute is hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT Austin. 

 For more information contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

 Second Annual Dream Catchers Transfer Motivational Conference 

June 17
th

 and 18. 
 

University of Texas at Austin, Duren Hall Dormitory 

 

The Catch the Next Dream Catchers- Puente Project - Transfer Motivational Conference is designed to 

introduce community college students to University life experience and to motivate them to transfer to a four 

year University.  Only fifteen percent of Latinos in the US have a Bachelor’s degree and four percent have an 

advance degree. When looking at African Americans, only twenty two percent have a Bachelor’s degree and six 

percent of have an advance degree. For these figures to improve, transferring to a four year University is crucial 

to the Latino and African American communities. The same urgency applies to other first generation 

underserved students in Texas. Participating in the   summer conference will offer as a unique opportunity for 

our Catch the Next Dream Catcher -Puente students to have an on-campus dormitory experience at Texas’s 

flagship university. The conference is hosted by the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement at UT 

Austin. The main objective of this conference is to bring together Catch the Next- Puente students in a 

collaborative environment to gain insight from university representatives on topics such as: 

 Learn about the University Admissions processes 

 Learn about the University Financial Aid processes 

 Learn about the transferring of credits from community college to a university 

 Learn about  housing options 

 Learn about career planning and time management skills  required to transfer to a four year university 

For more information contact: Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org  

mailto:Ebron@berkeley.edu
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
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Professional Development Opportunities 
Texas Puente Project - Professional Development Opportunities 

The following professional development opportunities encourage engagement, demonstrate application of technology, grant and 

funding opportunities, conference opportunities and relevant information of theory, research and practice of wonderful ways to 

exemplify the academic and cultural approaches that welcome and socialize Latino students to college while increasing their 

persistence, self-esteem, academic success and transfer rates through the Puente Project. I encourage you to forward any information 

that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  

Thank You, 

Stacy Ybarra Evans 

Professional Development Coordinator 

Catch The Next 

 

Staff Opportunities 

 

Date Activity Activity Description 

5/2/2016 Free Resource Free Publications for Download 

Association of American Colleges and Universities 

https://www.aacu.org/publications/free-web 

 

5/2/2016 Free Webinar Webinar on Federal Investments in Hispanic Education 

http://sites.ed.gov/hispanic-initiative/files/2013/11/Federal-Investments-in-Hispanic-

Education_Final_508.pdf 

 

5/2/2016 Article How Mentorship is Helping More Latino Men Earn College Degrees 

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/how-mentorship-is-helping-more-latino-

men-earn-college-degrees/479934/ 

 

5/2/2016 Conference Latina Researchers Network & Conference 

Call for Proposals 

San Antonio, Texas 

http://latinaresearchers.com/ 

 

 

 

mailto:stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org
https://www.aacu.org/publications/free-web
http://sites.ed.gov/hispanic-initiative/files/2013/11/Federal-Investments-in-Hispanic-Education_Final_508.pdf
http://sites.ed.gov/hispanic-initiative/files/2013/11/Federal-Investments-in-Hispanic-Education_Final_508.pdf
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/how-mentorship-is-helping-more-latino-men-earn-college-degrees/479934/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/how-mentorship-is-helping-more-latino-men-earn-college-degrees/479934/
http://latinaresearchers.com/
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Student Opportunities 

5/2/2016 Scholarship Texas Urban Scholarship OPENS 3/1/2016 

Essay Not Required 

http://txadc.org/Scholarships.php 

5/2/2016 Scholarship Patsy Takemoto Mink Education Foundation Scholarship 

Opens April 1, 2016 

http://www.patsyminkfoundation.org/edsupport.htmlO O M E  W M E N  A N D L D R E  

E  W O M E N  A N D  C H I L D R E N  

3/28/2016 Opportunity NASA Scholars Program 

https://nas.okstate.edu/ncas/ 

 

 

3/28/2016 Scholarship HACU Scholarship http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp 

5/2/2016 Video How FAFSA helped my Career 

Former San Antonio Julian Castro 

5/2/2016 Ted Talks Denise Hernandez 

Unpacking and Transforming Your Biases for a Better Community  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FU4CDFFy77g 

 

 

Catch the Next Program Partners 

 

                             
                                                                                                         

                                            Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board                

 

   

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://txadc.org/Scholarships.php
http://www.patsyminkfoundation.org/edsupport.html
https://nas.okstate.edu/ncas/
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FU4CDFFy77g
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Catch the Next Texas College Success Program Colleges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

About Our Newsletter 
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Dream Catchers –Puente Project.  

Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to: Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor 

Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 

 

Contributors:   Stacy Ybarra, Palo Alto College. Esmeralda Macias, Angelica Cerda 

and Stevan Schiefelbein, South Texas College.   Alejandra Martinez, Austin 

Community College, Victoria Marron, Lee College, Lydia French, Houston Community College.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

mailto:Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org

