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Site Visits Promote Transferring to a Four Year University 
One of the goals of Catch the Next-Puente Initiative is to increase the number of students that complete a four 

year degree. To promote transferring, our colleges conduct site visits to colleges in their area. The pictures below 

are from our Puente students from the Pecan and Weslaco Campuses of South Texas College on their visit to 

Texas A&M in Kingsville. 
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Puente Faculty Play a Crucial Role in the Planning and Implementation of Site 

Visits 

 
Site visits are more difficult than one anticipates 

given the size of the state of Texas and the amount of 

time it takes to travel.  Faculty volunteer for this task.  

Thank you Esmeralda Macias and Angelica Cerda 

for taking the students on the site visit and thank you 

to the other Puente faculty across the state doing the 

same thing with their students 

 

 
 

Puente Clubs Play an Integral Role in the 

Planning of Activities 

Puente clubs across the state conduct fund raising 

activities in order to have extra funds for site visit to 

four year Universities.  Other clubs across the state 

also work on social justice issues for which CTN is 

trying to provide service learning credit from UT 

Austin for the cohort starting classes the fall of 

2015.  More to come later!! 

Pictured on the left: South Texas College Puente Club 

students while planning their trip to Kingsville. 

 

 
 

Pictured above students visit a local museum while in Kingsville, Texas. 



 

3 

 

April is the month when recruitment picks up for future Puentistas. 
 

 
Puente Info Session, Lee College April 14

th
. 

 

Serving one’s Community is part of Catch the Next-Puente’s Mission 
One of the goals of our Catch the Next-Puente Initiative is for our students to one day return to their community 

and mentor future generations of students.  Mentoring implies service to one’s community but our Puentistas 

across the state are not waiting until they graduate. Many of our students across the state of Texas are letting their 

voices to be heard on social justice issues. That was the case when students visited Pacifica Radio Station in 

Houston, Texas to speak about the need for Mexican American Studies in high schools in the state with Tony 

Diaz from Neustria Palabra: Latino writers having their say. 

 

 

 Nuestra Palabra: Latino Writers Having Their Say was founded in Houston in April of 1998 by writer Tony Diaz. The 

mission of Nuestra Palabra is to promote Latino literature and literacy.  

 

Nuestra Palabra began with monthly showcases and has grown into a grass roots movement that has changed the world. 

NP strives to cultivate and promote talent from our community alongside literary icons. NP is the base of the pyramid for 

such projects as The Latino Book and Family Festival, The Nuestra Palabra Radio Show, the Librotraficante Movement, 

Mexican American Studies Texas, and more. 
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Puente and MexAm students, Alma Castilleja and Reyna Gomez on 

Nuestra Palabra: Latino Writers Having Their Say April 7, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 6
th

 Lee College Puente Students testify at the State Capital 
 

Vivan Los Puentistas and Dreamers at La Capital today advocating for in-state tuition for undocumented youth in 

Texas. As usual somebody is trying to take it away, but they are not having it.     eep b            iamte as        t lege     

Victoria Marron, Puente Director, Lee College. 

 

 
Vivan Los Puentistas and Dreamers at the Capitol advocating for in-state tuition for undocumented youth in Texas. With Victoria 

Marron, Laura Razo, Alma Castilleja, Agustin Loredo, Cynthia Rose Pizana and Emily Trevino 

https://www.facebook.com/NuestraPalabra
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/keephb1403?source=feed_text&story_id=1404102019908144
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iamtexas?source=feed_text&story_id=1404102019908144
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/txlege?source=feed_text&story_id=1404102019908144
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009250783882
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009250783882
https://www.facebook.com/laura.razo.568
https://www.facebook.com/alma.castilleja
https://www.facebook.com/agustin.loredo.7
https://www.facebook.com/cynthia.pizana
https://www.facebook.com/emily.trevino.583
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Andrew Siceloff Visits Palo Alto College 

 
  Catch the Next, Inc., founder, John Siceloff was planning to visit Palo Alto College before his passing to   

video tape   Palo Alto students in their home to discuss the impact of the Puente program in their lives, his son, 

Andrew Siceloff was going to be joining his father in this venture.  After John passed on March 6, his son 

decided t at  e would follow t roug  on  is fat er’s plan and fly to San Antonio and do the work his father 

wanted to do. 

 

  

 

Andrew, second from the right, is pictured with 

Puente English Instructor Debra McBeath, far 

right, and students in the English Comp 1 

course. 

 

 

 

 
 

Andrew a multicultural storyteller. Through his work, he specializes in developing an identity for minorities in 

television. Being born in San Jose, Costa Rica, and having English as a second 

language, Andrew initially struggled with education in the United States. Despite the hurtles, and through the 

guidance of mentors, Andrew went on to graduate from New York University with Honors. With strong ties to 

his heritage, Andrew has dedicated his free time to help others with similar struggles.  
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Catch the Next, Inc. Receives Donations in John’s Name 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In lieu of flowers, John’s family asked that his friends and family make a donation to Catch the Next, Inc. We are 

grateful for their generosity and support to our organization.  We are delighted to welcome them to our circle of 

friends and hope that they will find a way to get involved with our campaign for college completion and 

economic development and keep John’s legacy alive.  Donors are listed below: 

 Mary Siceloff 

Beth Caldwell 

Julia D Preston 

Leigh Taylor 

Ronald Shaw 

Harry Waller 
American Documentary C. 

Vicencio 

 Steve Brand 

Robert L Kuhns 

Daniel May 

Margaret Flannery 

Gina Kim 

Judith Vecchione 

Robert Primm 

Felicia Castro 

Thomas Goldstone 

Sue Garner 

John Zucker 

William Jennings 

Karla Murthy 

Abigail Leonard 

Cheryl Morden 

Patrice George 

Constance Moffit 

Amy Bucher 

Thank you for your support!! 
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Lee College Wins AACC Award for Excellence 
I just wanted to share some great news regarding our institution. We recently received the AACC Award of 

Excellence for our work in Student Success and we were also a finalist in the Exemplary CEO/Board category. 

Much of this has been made possible by best practices of our Puente Mentoring Program and our HSI STEM 

Grant. All of these initiatives have led us to provide great opportunities for our students and continues to teach 

us daily how we can better serve them. Our latest example of such learned practices has been the creation and 

award of our First in the World Grant. The FITW Grant will allow us to create a weekend college for our part-

time students that work full-time to complete their Associates degrees in 3 years verses their typical 5+ years. 

Victoria Marron. 

  

Bobby Garza Leaves Palo Alto for Dallas 

Robert Garza, Vice President of Student 

Success at Palo Alto College and friend 

of Puente, has been named the new 

president of Mountain View College, in 

Dallas.  Dr. Garza pictured on the left 

kneeling with Puente Club students.  

Garza started his tenure on April 15. 

.Garza has 19 years of experience in 

higher education, distance education and 

student services. Under his leadership, 

Palo Alto College has experienced record 

enrollments of more than 9,000 students, 

plus 2,000 dual credit students.  He is 

married to Dr. Esther Garza, an assistant 

professor of bilingual education at TAMU-San Antonio, and they have two children, Victoria and 

Robert. 

Houston Chancellor Announces Transformation Plan 

The Houston Community College district announced on April 

10
th

 that it will no longer have multiple colleges but will become 

one college with Centers of Excellence. More programs will be 

hosted at focused locations starting this fall, announced HCC 

Chancellor Cesar Maldonado The changes are part of a plan to 

offer better instruction, more workforce-ready programs, 

improve the student experience, facilitate cooperation across the 

college and decrease costs.  
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Save the Date 

 

May 21-Louis Ponjuan Will Speak at Teaching and Learning for 

Student Success Monthly Call 
To access the call please dial: (302) 202-1110 Code: Code: 519698 

Time: 5pm EST; 4pm CST; 3pm MST and 2pm PST. 

 

 

 

Dr. Luis Ponjuan is an Associate Professor of Higher Education Administration 

and the Executive Director of the IDEAL (Investing in Diversity, Equity, Access, 

and Learning) Project.at the Educational Administration and Human Resource Development 

in the higher education policy briefs for national education organizations (e.g. Institute for 

Higher Education Policy- IHEHe has college of Education and Human Development at Texas A&M University, 

College 

Station.  He earned his Ph.D. in Higher Education from the University of Michigan, Master's 

degree from the Florida State University, and Bac elor’s degree in Psychology from the 

University of New Orleans. He is a first generation Cuban immigrant and college graduate. 

 

RESEARCH AGENDA AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Over the years he has developed a comprehensive research agenda focused on access and 

Equity in higher education for underrepresented students and faculty members of color. 

He has published in premier higher education academic journals (e.g. Research in Higher 

Education, Journal of Higher Education, Journal of Hispanic Higher Education, Thought and 

Action), 

also presented at national educational research conferences (e.g. AERA, ASHE, NASPA, 

and AIR), The White House and the United States Congress, College Board, the National Education Association, and the National 

Association of Diversity Officers in Higher Education. He has earned three-quarters of a million dollars in research grant funding 

From organizations like TG Foundation, University of Florida, Texas A&M University, and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. 

 

 

Save the Date 

June 8
th

 to the 12
th

, Catch the Next-Puente Summer Institute and Pre Puente Training. UT Austin, Austin Texas. 

June 12
th

 and 13th 

 CTN is nominated as an Example of Excelencia 
Examples of Excelencia is the only national data-driven initiative focused on identifying and recognizing 

programs/departments with evidenced-based practices that increase Latino student success in higher education. 

If the Catch the Next-Puente Project is as an example of Excelencia, our program will receive: A $5,000 financial 

award to be used to support our efforts at the annual Celebración de Excelencia to be held in the fall in 

Washington, DC.  HOW: Nominate Catch the Next-Puente by completing the online form. DEADLINE: April 

24
th

.  
- See more at: http://www.edexcelencia.org/create-nomination?utm_source=Excelencia+Contacts&utm_campaign=5d3a90e381-

2015_Examples__Nominations_OPEN_2_04_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_717a0c9d98-5d3a90e381-135414305#sthash.5AryR3Go.dpuf 

 

 

 

 

http://edexcelencia.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd6af58f038b703507ac33746&id=d6d651b266&e=46d363b888
http://www.edexcelencia.org/create-nomination?utm_source=Excelencia+Contacts&utm_campaign=5d3a90e381-2015_Examples__Nominations_OPEN_2_04_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_717a0c9d98-5d3a90e381-135414305#sthash.5AryR3Go.dpuf
http://www.edexcelencia.org/create-nomination?utm_source=Excelencia+Contacts&utm_campaign=5d3a90e381-2015_Examples__Nominations_OPEN_2_04_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_717a0c9d98-5d3a90e381-135414305#sthash.5AryR3Go.dpuf


 

9 

 

 

 

 April is national Poetry month says Rafael Castillo 

Excerpts from MY San Antonio.  April  12, 2015. 

April is the coolest month. Hipster cools because, in 1996, the Academy of American Poets proclaimed April as 

National Poetry Month.  

I can still recall the fear and trembling of reading poetry the first time 

at the market plaza, near Mi Tierra restaurant — with dozens of 

onlookers waiting for my skyrocketing verbs to splash above the sky 

like exploding festoons. Nephtali De Leon, the rabble-rousing bard of 

San Antonio, said to me: “Don’t worry; you may not survive, but your 

poetry will.” 

I read speedily, my tongue twisting words like an aardvark seeking 

refuge. When it was over, the crowd clapped politely, even though my 

words had “forked no lightning.”  

After I finished came the experienced bards with nimble words. Their metaphors boomed. They hurled iambic 

pentameters, pitching up and down, like trumpets blaring. And the crowds were mesmerized. 

San Antonio is a rich, cultural city with libraries, boasting the University of Texas at San Antonio and Texas 

A&M University-San Antonio, four religiously affiliated universities, five community colleges, and a first-rate 

symphony with an equally strong opera community, not to mention theater and dance productions. Coffee 

houses are teeming with poets and scriveners. Even the Express-News cultivates a poetry section. 

Nationally, the National Endowments for the Arts fellowships and literary prizes support poets. The journal 

Poetry, founded by Harriet Moore in 1922, boosts a $100 million endowment from the Lilly Pharmaceutical 

Co., and it’s a coveted prize for any poet who graces its pages.  

Poetry is the nourishment that satisfies our human need for uncommon rhythms, echoing our ancestral voices. 

And even so, poetry has two camps: those aficionados of the navel-gazing graduates of the narcissistic Jack 

Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics, whose clever words are ephemeral snapshots of the ubiquitous selfie. 

And the social rebel poets, whose words incite political change, decry a political wrong, or stir our conscience 

for the downtrodden. Some were visited by federal agents for writing twisted metaphors against Richard Nixon. 

Greek philosopher Plato banished the poets from his ideal Republic because he couldn’t control them. Percy 

Shelly called poets the “unacknowledged legislators of the world,” siding with the rebels against authority.  

This month, poets of all shapes and colors will celebrate la palabra. San Antonio’s two poet laureates, Carmen 

Tafolla, la fantastica poeta, and Laurie Ann Guerrero, the Smith-graduate Sylvia Plath successor, will share 

the limelight in shaping the poetic foundation of San Antonio. Visit a coffee house, take a poet to lunch, read a 

poem aloud in a crowded bus (on second thought, don’t do that!). Whatever your taste in poetry, do as Walt 

Whitman suggests, “Stop this day and night with me and you shall possess the origin of all poems.” 

Rafael Castillo teaches literature and poetry at Palo Alto College. 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Academy+of+American+Poets%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Nephtali+De+Leon%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22National+Endowments%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Harriet+Moore%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Jack+Kerouac+School+of+Disembodied+Poetics%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Jack+Kerouac+School+of+Disembodied+Poetics%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Richard+Nixon%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Carmen+Tafolla%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Carmen+Tafolla%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Laurie+Ann+Guerrero%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Sylvia+Plath%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Walt+Whitman%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Walt+Whitman%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Rafael+Castillo%22
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fcommentary&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Palo+Alto+College%22
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Texas Puente Project - Professional Development Opportunities 
The following professional development opportunities encourage engagement, demonstrate application of technology, 

grant and funding opportunities, conference opportunities and relevant information of theory, research and practice 

of wonderful ways to exemplify the academic and cultural approaches that welcome and socialize Latino students to 

college while increasing their persistence, self-esteem, academic success and transfer rates through the Puente Project. 

I encourage you to forward any information that would provide wonderful opportunities to our team by emailing me 

at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  

Thank You, 

 

Stacy Ybarra Evans 

Professional Development Coordinator 

Catch The Next 

 

 

Date Added Activity Description – Link/Website  

4/17/2015 Scholarship TADC Urban Scholarship Fund – Must have graduated from a high school in Texas (29 

cities) 

http://www.txadc.org/Scholarships.php 

Deadline: July 7, 2015 

 

4/17/2015 Scholarship SACNAS Travel Scholarships  

Advancing Hispanics/Chicanos & Native Americans in Science 

http://sacnas.org/events/national-conf/travel-scholarships/how-to-apply 

 

4/17/2015 Travel 

Scholarships 

Google Travel and Conference Grants – North America 

https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/google-travel-and-conference-grants/#!north-

america 

 
4/17/2015 Scholarships HACU Scholarships 

http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp 

 

CONTRIBUTING PICTURES/ARTICLES: 

 Stacy Ybarra, Victoria Marron, Rafael Castillo, Angelica Cerda. 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO SUBMIT STORIES AND PICTURES CONTACT:  

Maria Martha Chavez Brumell, Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Catch the Next, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                     

203-508-3129                                                                                             MariaMarthaChavez@catchthenext.org  

Catch the Next website:  www.catchthenext.org 

 Twitter @catchcollege 

  

 

 

mailto:stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org
http://www.txadc.org/Scholarships.php
http://sacnas.org/events/national-conf/travel-scholarships/how-to-apply
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/google-travel-and-conference-grants/#!north-america
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/google-travel-and-conference-grants/#!north-america
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp
mailto:MariaMarthaChavez@catchthenext.org
http://www.catchthenext.org/
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