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 Catch the Next Opens Office 
in Austin, Texas 

 
In order to  solidify its presence in Texas, Catch 
the Next, Inc., is opening  an office in Austin 
Texas at the Chevy Chase Business Center 
located at 7600 Chevy Chase Dr #300, Austin, 
TX 78752 --Phone:(512) 537-5500 
Hours: · 8:30AM–5PM 

  For more information go to: 
Catchingdreams@catchthenext.org 

 

 

 

CTN  Welcomes New Peer Mentors 
Overview of Teaching and Learning for Student Success Peer Mentoring Program 

 
One of the hallmarks of the Catch the Next, Campaign for College Completion in Texas has been the cultivation of a network of 
scholars, authors, artists, activists, and community leaders from across the nation who all believe mightily in contributing to the 
college success of our students in our  Dream Catchers Program replicating the award winning CA Puente framework in 9 colleges/13 
campuses in Texas . The CTN Teaching and Learning for Student Success Peer Mentoring Program is designed to create partnerships 
among Dream Catchers-Puente practitioners and those author, scholar, and community leadership mentors who have joined our Dream 
Catchers' familia. The CTN Peer Mentors may serve a variety of roles depending on the needs of the particular college and student 
cohort. All mentors may participate in our monthly conference calls and webinars; author and/or community leadership mentors may 
appear at your college or in your classes as guest speakers; scholar mentors may contribute to college research and evaluation; and 
scholar mentors may partner with practitioners to produce original scholarship based on your implementation of the Dream Catchers 
Pathway, based on the Puente model in Texas. 
 
Dr. Lydia French, Director of the Teaching and Learning for Student Success program, can help facilitate these partnerships and 
provide lines of communication to connect a college’s Dream Catchers team to a peer mentor who can fulfill the team’s—and the 
students’—needs. Feel free to contact Lydia at lydia.french@catchthenext.org for more information.  
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(Next month, this newsletter will highlight cohort 2016 peer mentors joining us this academic year as well as some of our peer 
mentors who have been part of our program since 2012.)  
 Dr. Pamela Tolbert Baynum 
 

Dr. Pamela Tolbert-Bynum is the division director for Arts and Humanities at Naugatuck 
Valley Community College and was a senior research associate at Teachers College, 
Columbia University prior to joining the Community College Leadership Program at the 
University of Texas at Austin. She received her doctorate from Teachers College, 
Columbia University in Adult Learning and Leadership, with partial funding support 
from the Spencer Foundation for research in adult learning theory. She also possesses a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Brown University and a Master of Education 
degree in English from Mississippi College. Her research interests are nontraditional 
adult students of color and low-income adult learners' college persistence rates, 
postsecondary education access, and success factors impacting the educational outcomes 
of black males. Other research projects have involved the role of leadership and learning 
in grassroots organizations, as well as interpretive biography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dr. Rick Chavolla 
 
Dr. Chavolla earned his B.A. from Boston University and his M.A. from Boston College. 
In 1987 Rick gained his first appointment in higher education at Northern Arizona 
University becoming the director of Student Support Services, a comprehensive program 
for first generation, low-income Native American and Latino students. He then worked 
at Arizona State University overseeing various multicultural success and college access 
programs, instructing classes and advising the Native American and Latino student 
organizations. Rick went on to serve as an Assistant Dean at Yale University, where he 
founded and directed the Native American Cultural Center, La Casa Cultural (the Latino 
cultural center), the Mellon Minority Fellowship, the Yale College Tutorial Program and 
other student achievement initiatives. Following Yale, he was an Associate Director at 
the American Council on Education in Washington D.C., advocating for increases in 
Federal Financial Assistance and the passage of the Dream Act, directing the national 

educational access program, College Is Possible, serving as liaison to AIHEC, HACU and other national associations and 
coordinating numerous multi-campus collaborative efforts. From 2007-2011 he directed the Center for Multicultural 
Education and Programs and other University-wide diversity efforts at New York University (NYU). Since his departure 
from NYU, Rick has been an educational consultant. His clients have included the American Indian Community House, 
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Gates Foundation, Institute for Higher Education Policy, Department of Education, Ivy League Project, University of 
South Dakota, and Eastern Band of Cherokee. 
 
 

Dr. Jaime Chahin 
Dr. Chahin is Dean and Professor of the College of Applied Arts at Texas State University 
San Marcos. His principal teaching and research interests involve educational, social, and 
economic policy issues that impact Latino/a populations in America. His most recent 
articles and edited books are: “Latino Youth Resilience,” “US. Latino Psychology 
Handbook,” “ Engaged Scholarship in Hispanic Serving Institutions,” “Latina Immigrant 
Transnational Mothers: The Voices of Leaders,” “Digital Divide: Impact on 
Hispanic-Owned Business,” “Educational and Occupational Aspirations of Colonia 
Children,” “Las Colonias, Entre dos Mundos,” and “Paternal Values of Latino Fathers.” 
He was executive producer of two documentaries. Mexican American Legislative Caucus: 
The Texas Struggle for Equality and Opportunity is a documentary film that traces the 
story of Tejanos and their efforts to secure their civil rights and expand their social and 
economic opportunities through the legislative process (2007). The Forgotten Americans is 

a film about colonias that premiered on PBS (2001) and received a first-place Award from the National Council of 
families.  In addition, Dr. Chahin received the “Ohtli Award” from the Secretary of Exterior Relations of Mexico.  Dr. 
Chahin received his Ph.D. in Education Administration (1977) and MSW (1975) in Administration and Policy from the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.  He received his BA from Texas A&I (1974) and has completed postdoctoral work 
at Harvard (1983) and Salsburg Institute (1996) on sustainable communities.  He serves as the treasurer for the American 
Association of Hispanics in Higher Education and also is a member of the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
Council of Economic Advisors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juan Cruz 
 

Juan Cruz has over 25 years of experience as a management consultant, planner, and              
trainer helping organizations address health and human service issues. He believes that            
successful organizations foster collaborative relationships, practice respect, build on the          
assets of their communities and staff, and act with creativity and integrity. He is the               
principal for Cultural Dynamics, a planning and diversity consulting firm serving public            
sector and private non-profit human service agencies and small businesses. He has over             
twenty years of experience in policy and advocacy as well as facilitating strategic and              
program planning and community needs assessments.  Other services include coaching,          
project management and curriculum development. Guiding the development of key          
project components, online organizational assessment instruments, and post assessment         
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protocols are some of Juan Cruz’s achievements as interim program manager for the Community Alliance for Culturally                 
and Linguistically Appropriate Services (CA-CLAS). The CA-CLAS’s mission is to offer technical assistance to              
California’s alcohol and drug agencies on effective cross-cultural services. Mr. Cruz was the statewide coordinator of                
Children’s Services for Louisiana Spirit, a hurricane recovery initiative. He assessed field operations capacity and               
monitored strategies to support children’s emotional resiliency. Mr. Cruz has a Master’s degree in Public Health Policy and                  
Administration from the University of California, Berkeley and a Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration from Antioch                
College. 

Dr. Christopher Cutter 
 
Dr. Cutter is a clinician researcher whose focus is on evidence-based therapeutic 
interventions associated with substance abuse and chronic pain. He serves as a research 
supervisor and course instructor for the Departments of Internal Medicine and 
Psychiatry, including the section of General Medicine (Primary Care), and Division of 
Substance Abuse. He precepts Yale School of Medicine psychiatry and psychology 
fellows on the application of cognitive-behavioral therapeutic approaches to chronic pain 
and opiate dependence. Dr. Cutter currently serves as the component director of the 
Medical Research Unit (MRU), and clinic director of the Pain Treatment Services at the 
APT Foundation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Vito R. De la Cruz  
I grew up in South Texas in a migrant farm worker family. My family didn't have much. In fact, we were often at hunger's                       
door. However, my auntie, who was the first in my family to graduate from high school and college, stressed the                  
importance of education and pushed, cajoled, and kept me on track. I graduated from high school and was fortunate to                  
attend Yale and later the University of California Boalt Hall School of Law. My career has been devoted to fighting for the                     
underdog, from migrant farm workers, to the dispossessed, to the criminally accused, to those abused as children by priests,                   
nuns, and those in power. I believe in the equalizing power of the jury. I believe that justice is a moral imperative in                       
modern society. I also believe that those that violate the safety rules must be held accountable. I have been fortunate to rise                     
above the confines of poverty and devote my career to helping others. 
 
 
 

 

 

4 

 



 
 

Dr. Kimberlee Davis 

Kimberlee Davis joined the faculty of Texas State University, School of Family and 
Consumer Sciences in the Fall 2007 and currently holds the rank of associate professor. 
She received a B.S. in Family and Consumer Sciences from Southwest Texas State 
University in 1985, M.Ed. in Counseling Education from Texas Tech University in 1995, 
and Ph.D. in Family and Consumer Sciences Education with an emphasis in Personal 
Financial Planning from Texas Tech University in 2005.Since that time, Dr. Davis has 
been responsible for the following courses: Research Procedures in Family & Consumer 
Sciences, Consumers in the Marketplace, Resource Management, Consumer Law, 
Personal Finance, Financial Counseling and Supervision for Family and Consumer 
Sciences student teacher supervision. Dr. Davis' overall research goals are to provide 
Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) teacher educators with research-based information 
and tools that will enable them to better prepare family and consumer sciences teachers 

for 6-12th grade Career and Technology classrooms in the 21st century. In addition to exploring the broad field of FCS 
education, she strives to promote personal financial success by identifying effective pedagogy for personal financial 
education, understanding effective personal financial behaviors, and providing information necessary for educational 
policy change as it relates to personal financial education. Thus, her overall research program has been descriptive and has 
been driven largely by the need to assess current trends in FCS education and establish a research agenda for the field. In 
2007, Dr. Davis established and continues to direct a campus wide financial literacy initiative, which is posted at 
http://www.fcs.txstate.edu/financialliteracy. Dr. Davis is certified as a "National Certified Counselor" by the National 
Board of Certified Counselors, "Accredited Financial Counselor" by the Association of Financial Counseling and 
Planning Education, and as a Certified Personal & Family Finance Educator by the American Association for Family & 
Consumer Sciences. Prior to coming to Texas State, Dr. Davis taught at Texas Tech University. 

 

 

 Quincy Daniels, MBA 
 
Daniels is an experienced Admissions Recruiter/Academic Advisor with 
well-established skills working with a multitude of students from different ethnic, 
academic, and socioeconomic backgrounds. His current career goal is to obtain an 
assistant coordinator/director position in admissions or account management. He 
currently manages daily operations of Central Texas high school and community 
college recruitment, including the planning and designing of recruitment and yield 
programs, purchasing, budgeting, monitoring performance, and reporting of all 
activities. He recruits high ability students for the University of Texas at Austin from 
Central Texas and the surrounding area. He also provides support to Undergraduate 
Admissions Center objectives which include participation in daily information session 
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schedule, other admissions events on campus and coordination of presentation requests from university colleagues. 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Alex Espinoza 
 
Alex Espinoza was born in Tijuana, Mexico to parents from the state of Michoacán. He 
was raised in suburban Los Angeles. After graduating from the University of 
California-Riverside, he went on to earn an MFA from UC Irvine’s Program in 
Writing. His first novel, Still Water Saints, was published by Random House in 2007 
and was named a Barnes and Noble Discover Great New Writers Selection. The book 
was released simultaneously in Spanish, under the title Los Santos de Agua Mansa, 
translated by Lilliana Valenzuela. His second novel, The Five Acts of Diego León, was 
published by Random House in March 2013. 

 

 

Dr. Kelly Fayard 

Kelly Fayard (Poarch Band of Creek Indians) is an assistant dean of Yale College and 
the director of the Native American Cultural Center at Yale.  She earned her BA in 
cultural anthropology and religion from Duke University, and a certificate in museum 
studies as well as her M.A. and Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Michigan. 
Before her current position, she was assistant professor of anthropology in the Sociology 
and Anthropology Department at Bowdoin College.  She held the Anne Ray fellowship 
at the School for Advanced Research in Santa Fe, NM in 2014-2015.  She is currently a 
member of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association and the Society for 
Applied Anthropology, where she also serves as a member of the Beatrice Medicine 
Committee that awards funding for a student to attend the annual meeting. She is also on 
the ethics committee of the Association of American Anthropologists. 
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Eileen Galvez 
 
Eileen Galvez is an Assistant Dean at Yale College and Director of Yale’s La Casa 
Cultural/Latino Cultural Center. A native of Los Angeles, Eileen is a first- generation 
college graduate and second-generation immigrant. Her passions lie in social justice and 
the impact that an education can have on individuals and community groups. These values 
led her to earn her B.A. in Political Science and M.Ed. in Counseling & Guidance from 
Texas State University.  Eileen has worked in diversity initiatives within higher education 
since 2009. 

 

Pamela Y. George 
 
Pamela has been at Yale since August 1999 and spent a decade as director of the 
Afro-American Cultural Center and assistant dean of student affairs. In these positions, 
she increased Black student graduation rates, developed a stronger infrastructure 
encompassing a wide-range of student and community support services and programs, 
fundraised and managed a multi-million dollar renovation of the Center, created a 
leadership development endowment, and expanded Yale Black alumni resources. For 
nine years she served as administrative director for the Science, Technology and 
Research Scholars Program (STARS), the Beckman Science Scholar Program, the 
Freshman Ethnic Counselor Program and the Amy Rossborough Fellowship. Pamela has 
extensive background in clinical psychology and therapeutic practice. Prior to coming to 
Yale, she worked in the Office of Academic Advising at Saint Mary’s College of 

California, directed the Adolescent Family Life Program for Pregnant and Parenting Teens in Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties, served as a social psychology researcher at the Institute for the Advanced Study of Black Family Life and 
Culture and was adjunct faculty in the College of Ethnic Studies at San Francisco State University. In 2004, she was 
awarded the Richard H. Brodhead Award for Excellence in Academic Advising at Yale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Teresa Granillo 
 
Dr. M. Teresa Granillo is executive director of Con Mi Madre, a 501c3 organization with 
the mission of empowering young Latinas and their mothers through education and 
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support services that increase preparedness, participation, and success in post-secondary education. She is also an affiliate 
of the Center for Women and Gender Studies and the St. David’s Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 
Research in Underserved Populations (CHPR). Dr. Granillo was born and raised in Tucson, AZ where she earned her 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology at The University of Arizona. She then moved to Ann Arbor, MI where she attended The 
University of Michigan and received a Master of Social Work degree and a joint Ph.D. in Social Work and Psychology. 
Dr. Granillo’s clinical experience and research are primarily in the area of adolescent and young adult mental health. 
Specifically, her research is focused on eating disorders and co-occurring substance use, and the impact of mental health 
and mental health service utilization on the academic outcomes. Dr. Granillo is particularly focused on the Latina 
adolescent and young adult population. She recently received a grant from the Hogg Foundation to examine the impact of 
mental health problems and mental health service utilization on the academic success of Latina college students, an at-risk 
and sorely understudied population. 

 
Iris Hunter 
 
Iris Hunter is President and Founder of SOE Innovative Enterprises LLC, which was 
founded in 2013. The company provides  consultant services to non-profits, foundations, 
religious organizations and for profit institutions (philanthropic arm) on development of 
community programs and/or outreach strategies. Additional consultant services include 
supporting individuals, families or groups in the development of community focused 
philanthropic/foundation development, developing  and executing custom designed 
community outreach programs events/venues, and convening customized training, 
workshops and one on one coaching on relevant topics to community outreach and 
program development. This includes diversity/inclusion, cultural competency, 
volunteer/board development, staff orientation and program strategy development. Her 
new franchise is Firstlight Homecare.  

Her previous experiences include serving as VP for High Risk Programs and Health Disparities with the American 
Diabetes Association where she was responsible for the oversight of national strategy for high risk population community 
based programming for premier diabetes education association. Programs under the auspices of the department provided 
outreach to  African Americans, American Indians/Pacific Islanders, Hispanic/Latinos, Asian American/Native 
Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders, women and older adults. 
Her prior position with the American Diabetes Association was that of managing director. Her responsibilities included 
the development and/or oversight of multiple programs and initiatives that under girded the American Diabetes 
Association's national outreach commitment to high risk populations (older adults, women, youth, African Americans, 
American Indians, Asian American-Pacific Islanders and Hispanic/Latinos). Staff management, strategic planning, budget 
management, curriculum development, marketing, events planning and performance evaluation all targeted to mission 
focus goals were all components of her responsibilities. 
From 1999 to 2004 she served as the National Program Director for Save the Children where she was  responsible for the 
strategic development, oversight and implementation of the multi-year 5 million+ federal grant on behalf of Save the 
Children AmeriCorps. She served as the lead staff responsible for oversight of all aspects of the program's success 
including oversight of 150 nationwide AmeriCorps members ,direct and indirect staff, strategic development, performance 
evaluations, program development and execution, fundraising and other activities that assured the success of fulfilling the 
core missions and objectives of Save the Children-US Programs. 
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Dr. Aida Hurtado  
Dr. Aida Hurtado is a Luis Leal Endowed Professor and current faculty member of the 
Department of Chicana and Chicano Studies at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara.  Prior work experience includes working for the University of California, Santa 
Cruz, where she helped   develop the Social Psychology Graduate Program, with an 
emphasis on social justice and multidisciplinary methods. Dr. Hurtado is a past chair of 
the National Association for Chicana/Chicano Studies. She has written several books and 
is the recipient of the 2014 Outstanding Latino/a Faculty in Higher Education Award, 
amongst many other awards and recognitions.  Dr. Hurtado has served as a consultant on 
educational and gender issues for institutions such as the Ford Foundation, the 
Rockefeller Foundations, the Kellogg Foundation, as well as local, state and  national 
organizations. 
Augie Rivera 
 
A graduate of Stanford Law School after receiving his bachelor’s degree from Yale 
University, Rivera was admitted to the Texas Bar in 1988. His credentials include the 
ability to practice before the U. S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the U. S. Federal Circuit Court of Appeals and several U. S. District Courts. His 
experience with higher education law spans topics ranging from civil rights, 
constitutional and privacy law and public information to contract and business, real 
estate, construction and insurance issues. In 2011, the Texas Supreme Court appointed 
Rivera as a member of the Texas Board of Law Examiners. He is also a member of the 
National Conference of Bar Examiners. Rivera is a recipient of the Judge Paul W. Nye 
Professionalism Award from the Corpus Christi Bar Association, and he has served as 
keynote speaker for the Hispanic Law Students banquet at the Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law. Rivera’s community service includes the South Texas Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America, the local Catholic Diocese and coaching various school sports teams. He 

serves on the Board of Directors for South Texas Broadcasting, Inc. and the Yale Alumni Schools Committee. The U. S. 
Chess Federation has also named him a Certified Chess Tournament Director and Coach.  

 
 
 
 

Dr. Sara Rodriguez 
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Dr. Rodriguez’s research addresses issues of equity, access, and retention for Latina/o students in the higher education 
pipeline. As a researcher looking at these issues from a human sciences perspective, she focuses on the intersections of 
race/ethnicity and gender for STEM students and the role that community colleges play in creating equitable outcomes. 
Her research seeks to improve our understanding of STEM identity development and inform how national policy and 
institutional efforts can be enhanced to create equitable outcomes for Latina/o students within the STEM disciplines. Dr. 
Rodriguez has worked with the project Engaging Latino Students for Transfer and College Completion, a national 
initiative at the Center for Community College Student Engagement which is focused on helping institutions strengthen 
Latina/o student engagement, transfer, and college completion. Sarah has also served as a New Mathways Project 
Mentorship Program Coach for the Charles A. Dana Center, supporting college implementation of the four principles of 
the NMP Model, including multiple mathematics pathways, acceleration to complete college level math courses quickly, 
and intentional use of strategies. Dr. Rodriguez has also been involved with the national initiative Improving Outcomes 
for Men of Color in Community Colleges Initiative at the Center for Community College Student Engagement and served 
as the Research Coordinator for Project M.A.L.E.S. (Mentoring to Achieve Latino Educational Success), both of which 
focused on improving educational outcomes for men of color. As the Research Coordinator for Project M.A.L.E.S., a 
research and programmatic initiative to increase college retention and graduation rates of Latino males, she worked with 
the organization’s Executive Director and Founder, in collaboration with K-12, community colleges, and four-year 
institutions across the State of Texas, to conduct in-depth qualitative research and shape recommendations for policy and 
practice concerning the experiences of Latino students. 

Dr. John H. Stanfield 
My name is Emeritus Professor John H. Stanfield, II. I am an Indiana University 
Bloomington African American/Indigenous American activist public sociologist and 
ordained ecumenical and interfaith public minister. To move to Africa, I was granted 
early Emeritus  status on September 1, 2015 from Indiana University Bloomington where 
I still retain my appointments in African American and African Diaspora Studies, African 
Studies, American Studies, Caribbean and Latin American Studies, Lilly Family School 
for Philanthropy, and Sociology. As an Emeritus Professor, my lifelong privileges 
include: an IU email address; co-chairing doctoral committees; hosting international 
Visiting Scholars ( such as a 2016 Brazilian graduate student in residence on campus who 
I skype with on a regular basis on research projects); having principle investigator status 
allowing me to have access to the Office of Research for grant preparation and 
administration assistance; having free access to library and information and 

communication technology support services; and travel management benefits such as discounts on car rentals and hotels. I 
was an activist undergraduate student leader in the 1970s during the Black protest movements on American campuses and 
since that time have progressively become a well-respected scholar practitioner in and outside academia in public policy 
oriented comparative racism and anti- racism and global multicultural restorative justice studies. As a sociologist who 
spent over thirty years in African, African American, and African Diaspora Studies departments, I have designed and 
implemented seminars on public policies related to racism and anti-racism, human rights protest movements 
anti-discrimination government and civil society policies, and intercultural openness (a field I am helping to pioneer) on 
and off university campuses. 
 

Dr. Rick Voorhees 
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The Group’s principal and senior scholar, Rick Voorhees, draws on a wide career including academic, student services, 
and research and policy capacities at tribal colleges, suburban community colleges, inner-city colleges, rural 
comprehensive universities, major research universities, governing boards, and at the national policy level. This 
background combines with expertise in organizational change, resource development, and harvesting information for 
meaningful decisions. Recognized as a resource for organizations facing challenges in the areas of student outcomes, 
student retention programming, strategic planning for student success, distance education evaluation, and assessment of 
learning, he is in frequent demand as a consultant and speaker. He was the first scholar to use linear structural modeling to 
link financial aid and first year student persistence.  “Financial Aid and New Freshman Persistence: An Exploratory 
Model,” was recognized as the best paper presented at the annual Forum for the Association for Institutional Research.   
Similarly, “Toward Building Models of Community College Persistence: A Logit Analysis” is considered a touchstone in 
the literature of student retention. Rick was recognized by the National Council on Research and Planning with its 
prestigious Practitioner Award in 1998. He is a past president of the Association for Institutional Research, a 4,000 
member international professional association aiming to promote better use of information for policy development and 
management in higher education. Dr. Voorhees is the editor of the widely cited sourcebook Measuring What Matters: 
Competency-Based Learning Models in Higher Education. Meant to respond to the learning revolution brought on by 
increased competition in the educational market space and by expanded access to technology, this book intends to serve as 
a toolkit for faculty and administrators interested in positioning their work and institutions to respond to new learning 
paradigms.  A forthcoming chapter in the new Green Book, Instructional-Design Theories and Models, “Paths to the 
River: Principles for Competency-Based Learning,” establishes practical design principles for competency-based learning. 

Dr. Emilio Zamora 
 

Zamora has roots in the Mexico-Texas border region dating back to the 1700s and grew 
up on both sides of the international line. Zamora has authored three books, co-edited 
three anthologies, assisted in the production of a Texas history text, translated and edited 
a WWI diary, and written numerous scholarly articles.  He has received six best-book 
awards (Texas State Historical Association, the Texas Philosophical Society, the Texas 
Institute of Letters, the Tejano Genealogy Society of Austin, the Texas Historical 
Commission, and the Southern Historical Association), a best-article prize (the Western 
History Association), and a Fulbright García-Robles fellowship.  Zamora is a lifetime 
member of the Texas Institute of Letters, a life-time Fellow with the Texas State 
Historical Association, a current Fellow of the Barbara White Stuart Centennial 
Professorship in Texas History at the University of Texas, and a current Fellow with the 
Institute for Historical  Studies (UT, 2013-14). 

 

 

CTN Community Leadership Mentor, Marco Davis, Changes Jobs 
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White House Veteran Marco Davis Joins Venture Philanthropy Fund, New Profit 
April 19, 2016 (Boston): Marco Davis, the Obama Administration’s former Deputy Director of the White House 
Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics, has joined New Profit, the pioneering Boston-based venture 
philanthropy fund, as a Partner.  
In his role at New Profit, Marco will provide strategic insight and advice to New Profit’s Focus Funds, field leadership, 
and portfolio investing practices to identify opportunities for engaging new populations and communities, increasing 
pipeline diversity and enhancing equity and inclusiveness in the social entrepreneurship space. In addition, he will work 
with America Forward, New Profit’s nonpartisan policy initiative, on efforts to elevate the voices of social innovators and 
social entrepreneurs in the 2016 Presidential Campaign and broader public policy debates.  
 “I wanted to be part of an organization and network that are consistently pushing the boundaries to get greater outcomes 
for people affected by the opportunity divide in the U.S.,” said Davis.  
Prior to joining New Profit and helping lead the White House’s Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics, Davis 
was the Director of Public Engagement at the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), where he 
advised senior leaders, built partnerships across sectors, and led large-scale initiatives including United We Serve, the 
Martin Luther King Jr. National Day of Service, and the September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance. He 
previously held leadership roles at Ashoka’s Youth Venture and the National Council of La Raza. He lives in Washington, 
D.C. with his wife, Julia Howell Barros, and daughter, Julia.  

 

CTN Leadership  Team Meets for Retreat 
Catch the Next, Inc. held a  Leadership Team Retreat on 
Friday July 29, and Saturday July 30, at El Tropicano 
Riverwalk Hotel at  110 Lexington Ave, San Antonio, Texas. 
The objectives of the retreat were to understand the role of a 
not-for-profit organization; to provide overview of CTN 
programs; to discuss action plans for the year per program, 
position; to provide time for team work and professional 
development, as well as the marketing of 

Campaign for College Completion. 
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Meet our Leadership Team 

 
Stacy Ybarra Evans  
Stacy Ybarra Evans is the Catch the Next (CTN) Director of Student Engagement             

and Liaison to Colleges on Social Media and she writes the professional development             
opportunities for students and faculty in our monthly newsletter Stacy is an            
Academic Advisor at Palo Alto College in San Antonio, Texas. Stacy is currently             
attending Capella University working towards a Doctorate in Educational         
Leadership. Under Mrs. Evans leadership, The Dream Catchers- Puente Project at           
Palo Alto College received the 2013-2014 Participatory Budgeting grants which          
allowed students to attend a field trip to Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi,              
purchase t-shirts and pay for on-campus Dream Catchers- Puente events. In an effort             
to spread the word of Puente in Texas, Stacy presented on Puente STEM majors in               

January of 2015 to Texas High School administrators at the T-STEM conference in Round Rock, Texas. In                 
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2013, she received the Starfish Award for dedication to student success. Evans’ simultaneous dedication to               
academia and work sets a great example to other college students who struggle every day to attend their courses                   
or ask themselves why they continue doing what they do. Her success also proves to others who are skeptical of                    
community college that it is a strong foundation, which can lead to larger opportunities. 
 

Rafael Castillo, Ph.D. 
Dr. Castillo serves as Director of Curriculum and Instruction for Catch the Next,             
Inc. / Dream Catchers- Puente Project. Born and raised in San Antonio’s west side,              
Rafael Castillo attended Sidney Lanier High School during the turbulent sixties. A            
member of the high school journalism staff, El Nopal, Castillo after graduation            
would enter St. Mary’s University where he would major in political science and             
minor in English. A graduate of St. Mary’s University, the University of Texas at              
San Antonio (M.A.) and Capella University in Minnesota (PhD), Rafael Castillo           
was one of the early free-lance writers whose contributions opened the door for             
Hispanics in mainstream journalism.  
Currently, Rafael Castillo is a tenured professor of English at Palo Alto College in              

San Antonio, Texas and taught Puente Integrated Reading and Writing and English Composition for two years.                
Castillo was hired by the Alamo Colleges to become one of the founding faculty at Palo Alto College in 1985.                    
A year later, Castillo was elected to serve as Vice-President of the Faculty Senate and then took the helm of the                     
Department of English as its first chairman. Two years after the founding of Palo Alto College, Rafael Castillo                  
was awarded the first Teaching Excellence Award given by the college and recognized by his peers. Palo Alto                  
Review.  
References 
Rosales, Jesus. "Rafael Castillo" Dictionary of Literary Biography. Vol. 209. Gale Publishing, 2000. 
Oakley, Helen. "Rafael C. Castillo" Greenwood Encyclopedia of Multiethnic Literature. Greenwood Press,            
2005. 
Facts and sources retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafael_C._Castillo" 
 
 
 

Allegra Villarreal Disraeli 
Allegra is Director of Professional Development for Catch the Next, Inc. Allegra            
currently teaches English at Austin Community College. She was born in Detroit            
but raised in California, Oregon and Texas. As the daughter of a progressive             
teacher, she was exposed to many different learning environments, including          
private and public schooling, homeschooling, unschooling, Rudolf Steiner, and         
Montessori. At the age of 16, she received her GED, and enrolled at Portland              
Community College. A year and a half later, she was accepted at the University of               
St. Andrews, in Scotland, where she would earn a B.A. in International Relations             
and Middle Eastern Studies. After graduating, she enrolled at Oxford University,           

shifted her academic focus, and was awarded an M.A. in Creative Writing in 2008. She taught ESL in Mexico                   
and the Czech Republic before returning to the U.S. Once back in the Pacific Northwest, she began teaching                  
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English at three local community colleges, and eventually applied for a full-time position at South Texas                
College, a campus located in the small, border town her maternal family has lived in for generations. In her free                    
time, she enjoys oil painting, reading, and travelling whenever the opportunity arises. 
 

Roxanne R. Franco MA, M E, d 
Roxanne serves as Programs/ Contracts Manager for CTN. Previously she was an            
Adjunct Instructor for the El Paso Community College since June 2001 and teaches             
the Education 1300 (Learning Frameworks) class for Puente. Born in Yuma,           
Arizona to a career Marine Corps family, she now calls Clint, Texas home. Typical              
of military children, Roxanne attended nine different schools before graduating high           
school. Rather than viewing her travels as discouraging, she went on to college to be               
a teacher for special needs students. After serving as an elementary special            
education teacher for over five years, she decided to put her Educational            

Diagnostician Master’s degree to work. As a diagnostician, she has served five school districts either as a                 
fulltime employee or through a contracted service in order to assess and diagnose the learning problems of                 
students. Roxanne has also completed an additional Master’s Degree in Educational Administration, which has              
provided her with an insight in the daily operations of the public school system. Roxanne holds the Texas                  
Educator Certificate for: – Educational Diagnostician Grades (PK-12) – Elementary Self-Contained Grades            
(1-8) – Generic Special Education Grades (PK-12). Roxanne is happily married to her husband and has three                 
sons, two are in the Marine Corps and one will soon be entering the Air Force.  
 
 Valentin Sandoval  

Valentin Sandoval is Director of Communications and Marketing for CTN. He           
studied film at the University of Texas-El Paso, but his filmmaking skill and             
style is mostly self-taught, honed by hands-on work experience with          
writer/documentarian Jimmy Santiago Baca, cinematographer Lee Daniel and        
Emmy-winning documentary filmmaker Paul Espinosa. From the start,        
Sandoval has not shied away from harsh subject matter or daunting imagery. At             
age 19, Sandoval produced a short film about a young heroin junkie entitled             
"Instrumento", which screened at the Mesilla Valley Film Festival and garnered           
Sandoval's first award-the first-ever award for best independent filmmaking         

bestowed by UTEP. Since then, Sandoval made the documentary "Clamor" about young inmates in Chino prison,                
scoring three additional awards, plus short films "Zeek" and "The Gray". His work has been screened at the                  
Chicago Film Festival, Santa Fe Film Festival, South by Southwest Film Festival, and Dallas' Vistas Film                
Festival. In addition to his original film work, Sandoval is acclaimed for the commercial work he has done in and                    
around his native El Paso, where he co-founded his own production and design company, Blackbird Concepts.                
Working with major broadcasters Azteca America and Univision, Sandoval produced more than 400 commercial              

15 

 



 
spots. He also produced notable election campaign spots for politicians in Texas, New Mexico and Ciudad                
Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico, as well as memorable PSAs for local nonprofits, casting at-risk youth in a                
peer-advising message on the dangers of drinking and driving. Sandoval has been fully involved in all phases of                  
production on a variety of film projects for Jimmy Santiago Baca's Cedar Tree organization in Albuquerque, New                 
Mexico, a non-profit founded to empower impoverished and imprisoned people through literacy. Valentin is              
accomplished in theater and improv, having collaborated with Latino Comedy Project, cofounding Chuco Town              
Raiz comedy troupe, and spearheading Teatro Bienestar, a theatrical initiative meant to educate the El               
Paso-Juarez border community about specific social and health issues. 
 

Dr. Yolanda Reyna is Chair and Assistant Professor of Counseling & Student            
Development at Palo Alto College. She is a TX Licensed Professional Counselor            
and has worked as a counselor/therapist in community and mental health           
agencies, and in private practice. She has worked at PAC since 1991 where she              
began her career in higher education as a counselor and instructor for a program              
assisting single parents, pregnant women, and women re-entering the workforce.          
She has since worked as a coordinator of grant funded programs, tenured            
counselor/instructor of Student Development courses, and departmental Chair.        
Dr. Reyna grew up in the west-side of San Antonio and graduated from             
Providence High School. She obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Child Psychology           

from the University of the Incarnate Word and a Master of Science in Counseling Psychology from Our Lady of                   
the Lake University. She earned her doctorate in Educational Administration at Baylor University. Her              
dissertation focused on a study of the relationship between background/psychosocial variables and the persistence              
of Hispanic female community college students. She is the proud mother of two daughters, Marissa and Natasha                 
Hernandez 
 

Lydia French, Ph.D. 

Lydia French is Director of the Peer Mentoring Program: Teaching and           
Learning for Student Success. She is a professor of English and Mexican            
American/Latino Studies at Houston Community College, where she served as          
faculty coordinator of the Dream Catchers-Puente program, Humanities and         
Interdisciplinary Cultural Studies Program Coordinator, and Director of the         
Central campus's Mexican American/Latino Studies program. Lydia received        
her Ph.D. and M.A. degrees in English from the University of Texas at Austin,              
where she also completed graduate certificates in Mexican American Studies          
and Native American/Indigenous Studies. Since 2010 she has served as the           
managing editor of the Indigenous Cultures Institute's online scholarly         
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publication, Nakum, which publishes research, creative writing, and reviews at the intersections of Chican@              
and Indigenous Studies. Dr. French has publications in Aztlan: A Journal of Chicano Studies and Interference:                
A Journal of Audio Culture. She is looking forward to her upcoming move back to Austin, where she hopes to                    
carve out more time for writing and teaching in addition to consulting for Catch the Next. 

 

 

Maria Martha Chavez  

Maria Martha Chavez is Chief Executive Officer for Catch the Next, Inc. / Puente Texas Director. Dr. Chavez 
Brumell is a sociologist with a history of researching, implementing, and evaluating social policy. Dr. Chavez 
works with institutions and their constituencies to identify or clarify problems, creates methodologies to address 
obstacles, increases the capacity of institutions to fulfill objectives, and creates evaluation tools to measure 
outcomes. Dr. Chavez has a Bachelor’s Degree from Kansas State University in Journalism, Psychology and 
Spanish Literature. She also holds a Master’s Degree in Education/ Curriculum and Instruction from Kansas 
State University and a Masters of Philosophy and Philosophy Doctorate from Yale University, where she served 
as Dean in Yale College, and a member of the faculty. At Yale, Dr. Chavez established the Asian Chicano 
Cultural Center, The Chicano Boricua Studies (that has evolved into the American Studies, Race, Ethnicity and 
Migration Major), The LULAC Head Start Program (a preschool initiative for kids 0 to 5 years old); The Latino 
Youth Center in the city of New Haven, CT and helped build Casa Otonal, an elderly housing complex. Maria is 

co-chair of the Yale Latino Alumni Association and member of the Yale 
Graduate School Executive Committee and Alumni Fund. Maria also worked at 
Save the Children Federation as Associate Vice President of US Programs and 
was principal investigator for a state of the Union report on America’s 
Forgotten Children looking at America’s 101 poorest places. She established 
six community learning centers in the Central Valley of California for the 
America’s forgotten children campaign. Dr. Chavez .also worked with Public 
Agenda, a research and engagement organizations dealing with clients such as 
the Council on Foreign Relations, state and federal entities and the 
philanthropic sector. In particular, she worked with The Achieving the Dream 
Initiative, for which she served as Research and Engagement Coach and 
member of Knowledge Development Working Group. She also served as 
Assistant Director of Admissions at Kansas State University. 

Debra McBeath 

Debra McBeath is a CTN-Puente fellow and a former adjunct professor at Palo Alto 
College.. She taught Puente Integrated Reading and Writing and Puente English 
1301 classes. Her classes were linked with SDEV classes in the fall, and psychology 
and Mexican American Studies in the spring. She was part of the Puente Activity 
Planning Committee at Palo Alto College and received the Star of Appreciation 
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from the Palo Alto Puente Club.  She is a member of the Puente committee that presented at the Alamo College 
District to the Deans and Vice-Presidents of Academic Success. Debra was an adjunct professor at Southwest 
Texas Junior College (Eagle Pass Campus) where she taught various freshmen and sophomore courses 
including freshman composition, remedial writing, world literature, and British literature. She is a retired high 
school English teacher of  35 years, teaching all levels of English, journalism (yearbook and newspaper), and 
photography. She received  her Master's degree in English and her Bachelor's degree in journalism. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR FACULTY/ADMINISTRATOR 
DREAM CATCHING TEAM 

Stevan Schiefelbein Receives Promotion to Department Chair 

CTN is proud to share with you the news that one of our faculty members in South Texas College has been promoted to                       
English Department Chair. Stevan has been with our CTN Dream Catching team since 2012 and is one of our Puente                    
Fellows working with CTN on site visits to colleges implementing the model and helping us develop the courses for                   
students at the lowest levels of Developmental Education. Congratulations Stevan!! After graduating with a Master of                
Arts in English as a Second Language degree from the University of Texas-Pan American in 1998 and teaching English as                    
a Second Language students in the Donna Independent School District from 1997 to 2005,              
Stevan was hired as a full-time instructor of developmental English at the Mid-Valley             
Campus of South Texas College from 2005 to the present time. Stevan was also an adjunct                
instructor of English Composition 1301 and Composition II – Rhetoric from June 2007 to              
August 2009. In 2009, when STC created the position of Assistant Department Chair/Lead              
Instructor for the Developmental English and Developmental Reading Departments at the           
STC Mid-Valley Campus, Stevan was assigned this responsibility. He was asked to assume             
the role of Developmental Education Initiative (DEI) Project Director in August 2010, and             
he continued in this half-time position until the end of the DEI Grant in June 2012. Stevan                 
has enjoyed the challenge of supervising four DEI Student Success Specialists and            
facilitating the DEI curriculum writing efforts of faculty who designed contextualized curriculum reading projects and               
essay prompts in an effort to increase the success of developmental reading and writing students. However, he has also                   
seen the need for continuing the search for approaches that will decrease the amount of time students spend in                   
developmental education classes, while simultaneously improving their ability to be successful in challenging academic              
courses like English composition and history. For these reasons, Stevan is excited about being involved with the                 
implementation of the Puente Project at South Texas College.  

Catch the Next Welcomes New Editor for Newsletter 
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Debra McBeath is a CTN-Puente fellow and a former adjunct professor at Palo Alto College.. She taught Puente 
Integrated Reading and Writing and Puente English 1301 classes. Her classes were linked with SDEV classes in the fall, 
and psychology and Mexican American Studies in the spring. She was part of the Puente Activity Planning Committee at 
Palo Alto College and received the Star of Appreciation from the Palo Alto Puente Club.  She is a member of the Puente 
committee that presented at the Alamo College District to the Deans and Vice-Presidents of Academic Success.  
 
 
 

 

                Yolanda Reyna  

                  Speaks on Recruitment  
Yolanda is a counselor and professor of Learning Frameworks classes  

at Palo Alto College in San Antonio. She also serves as a training consultant 

for CTN. http://catchthenext.org/dr-reyna-describes-recruitment-technique/ 

 

Stacy Ybarra Presented at Latinas Researchers Conference in July 
 
 
 
http://latinaresearchers.com/latina-researchers-conference-16/speakers-and-presenters/ 
 
TITLE: The "Catch the Next" Initiative: Accelerating Developmental Education Success in Texas. Stacy 
Ybarra Evans, Catch the Next 

 
Meet CTN Intern Juan Jaimes 

 
Juan Jaimes recently completed his degree in Family and Consumer Sciences with a minor in Business administration at 
Texas State University-San Marcos. During his time in college Juan has been awarded various honors and scholarships 
that compliment his achievements. One of his most recent achievements includes the Hispanic Scholarship Fund-HFS 
Scholar designation. Juan was a member of Hombres Unidos, SACNAS, The French Club, and other student 
organizations. He also became a Peer mentor for the university, worked as a residential assistant for Upward Bound, and 
was a mentor for College Forward. With the help of his friends, Juan founded Student Community Of Progressive 
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Empowerment (SCOPE). The organization now works with several organizations across the state of Texas to move 
towards a more permanent solution to the issue of undocumented students. Juan now helps contribute to the efforts of 
non-profits and student groups by providing his student and work experience to help promote college attainment. As a 
guest speaker, Juan has been invited to classrooms and near-by cities to give his story and present on Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  

His Story 

My name is Juan Jaimes. I was born in Mexico and moved to Austin, TX when I was the age of two. School has been a 
very important part of who I am and a key component of where I would like to be in the near future. Today I look back 
and reflect on how I arrived to where I am now. I’m not saying I have made it, but I am saying that a college degree and 
the college experience have become  major milestones in my life.  

My freshman year I was completely lost and unsure what I was doing in college;  I just knew I wanted to be there. Many 
times I was ready to call it quits. I was so pressured to decide on what to do for the rest of my life that I was unable to 

connect with who I was and what “I” wanted to do. I changed my major seven 
times before finding the major that fit me best. Money was definitely an issue at 
times. Having to skip meals and ask my friends to help me out was very difficult 
for me. I could not afford student housing because I could barely afford to 
complete the tuition payments, but thanks to the help of friends, I was able to stay 
on campus and live the “college experience.” Life during college became harder as 

I progressed through the years. The struggles were large and definitely impacted my 
life. So many things happened to me during college that I would need to write a 
book in order to explain it all.  

When I am asked why I did it and why I put up with so many challenges, I simply 
state, “I really wanted to be here, that was my goal.” From being confused and lost 
to becoming a top scholar, I will say that it was definitely an experience. Thanks to 
my family, friends, mentors, professors, and coaches I am able to say that I 
accomplished so much in the four years that I was at Texas State University.  

Catch the Next, Inc., has given me an amazing internship experience. Working under the supervision of Dr. Chavez and 
the CTN team has shown me a lot in regards to how an organization works on the back-end to accomplish its mission. 
During the time that I was interning with CTN, I was learning at every step of the way. I was able to contribute to the 
efforts of the Summer Training Institute at the University of Texas at Austin and help with the motivational conference. In 
college I have always been directly involved with the students, but this time I was given the opportunity to work behind 
the scenes and see how everything is prepared and put into action for the students. Now I can definitely say that there is as 
much work done before the program as there is for the actual program itself. My favorite aspect of the internship was the 
inclusiveness of the team, from working with the documentation to meeting with higher-ups from various departments and 
organizations. Furthermore, the team allowed me to work with  Valentin, who was responsible for creating  videos for the 
program. Valentin’s work is impressive and very relevant to some of my previous work. Lastly, I would like to thank Dr. 
Chavez and the CTN team for giving me such a welcoming and one of a kind internship experience. I truly enjoyed every 
second of it!  
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I would highly recommend students seeking an unique educational internship experience  to consider Catch the Next. I am 
certain that working alongside the team will be a very enriching opportunity.  

 

Interesting article by our Advisory Board Chair, Dr. Patricia Gandara 

"The Challenge of Equipping California's Latinos With Bachelor's Degrees" 
The Atlantic 
A new plan to offer bachelor’s degrees at community colleges may not reach many of the state’s Hispanic 
residents. Read the full story 
 

Teaching and Learning For Student Success Professional Development Calls 
Catch the Next’s Teaching and Learning for Student Success- Professional Development Conference Call will 
be held Thursday  August 18th  2016. Time of Call:  4 pm (EST) 3 pm (CST) 2pm (MST) 1pm (PST). To access 
the call please dial:   (302) 202-1110   Code: 519698.  
 
Here is the link for the webinar: https://youtu.be/Bys8HuRuptk 
 
 

Our guest speaker will be Pulitzer Prize Winner, Sonia Nazario 
 

Sonia Nazario (born September 8, 1960 in Madison, Wisconsin) 
 
 In recent months, Sonia Nazario has continued her award-winning journalism and 

activism with the publication of "The Refugees at Our Door" in The New York 
Times on October 10, 2015 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/11/opinion/sunday/the-refugees-at-our-door.html?_r=0). This expose of the 
United States' complicity with the humanitarian crisis facing young Central American refugees has garnered 
various interviews and public appearances for Nazario. More recently, The Washington Post featured Nazario's 
award-winning Enrique's Journey as a Top 10 Non-Fiction best-seller 
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2016/07/08/0b2213b0-4438-11e6-a76d-3550dba926ac_story.html). 
And, most impressive, in June of this year, Nazario was honored by the American Immigration Council with an 
American Heritage Award. 
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Nazario is best known for “Enrique’s Journey,” her story of a Honduran boy’s struggle to find his mother in the 
U.S. Published as a series in the Los Angeles Times, “Enrique’s Journey” won the Pulitzer Prize for feature 
writing in 2003. It was turned into a book by Random House that became a national bestseller and is now 
required reading at hundreds of high schools and colleges across the country. A Young Adult version of 
Enrique’s Journey was published in 2013 aimed at middle schoolers and reluctant readers in high school. 
 
In addition to this year's American Heritage Award, Nazario's humanitarian efforts led to her selection as the 
Don and Arvonne Fraser Human Rights Award recipient from the Advocates for Human Rights in 2015. She 
also was named a 2015 Champion for Children by First Focus, and a 2015 Golden Door winner by HIAS 
Pennslyvania. 

 
 
 

Professional Development Opportunities 
 

The opportunities below are for faculty, students and staff in the CTN-Dream catchers program. 
If you are faculty or staff and have ideas, workshops or presentations to share, please forward: 
stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.  
Thank You 
 

 

Activity Activity Description 
Volunteer Volunteer at Texas Book Festival 

http://www.texasbookfestival.org/volunteer/ 
 

TedX San 
Antonio 

http://tedxsanantonio.com/speak/ 
 

Non-UT 
Student 
Opportunities 

Writing and Award Opps 
https://law.utexas.edu/humanrights/opportunity-type/non-ut-students/ 
 

Faculty 
Fellowship 

Future Faculty Fellowship 
http://www.northeastern.edu/advance/recruitment/future-faculty-fellowship/#award-details 
 

Mexican-Ame
rican Writing 
Resource 

Carmen Tafolla Article 
http://latinousa.org/2016/04/22/carmen-tafolla-empowering-mexican-american-youth-writing/?utm_content=b
4cfca&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer 
 

STEM 
Conference 

Call for Proposals 
https://www.league.org/st2016?platform=hootsuite 
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Conference Texas Higher Ed Symposium 
https://thes.education.utexas.edu/registration/ 
 

Institute NASPA Escaleras Institute 
http://www.naspa.org/events/2016Escaleras 
 

National 
Institutes of 
Health 

Loan Repayment Resource 
https://www.lrp.nih.gov/apply 
 

Fellowship CMSI Research Fellowship 
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aWSUH0Ygo9kX9xb 
 
 

Call for 
Proposals 

AAHHE Conference 
http://www.aahhe.org/conference/callforproposalsform.aspx 
 

Graduate 
Scholarship 

ASHE Graduate Student Scholarship 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6bK2V8TLA5J0uBbVhMQewhDQRNUidPZO3_NkJzv-msASm0A/vie
m?c=0&w=1 
 

Call for 
Papers 

Educational Research 
http://explore.tandfonline.com/cfp/ed/rere-cfp-jan-2016 
 

Blogging Higher Ed Geek 
http://www.higheredgeek.com/blog/write-for-our-sageek-series?platform=hootsuite 
 

Student Opportunities 
Global 
Fellowship 

Fellowship https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bedIgyQe3cE24fj 
 

Resources Free Platforms 
http://www.eweek.com/cloud/google-offers-computer-science-students-free-access-to-cloud-platform.html 
 

Story Writing Feminist Magazine 
https://femsplain.com/write-for-femsplain-3e69044ea488#.63708x80q 
 

Blogging Summer Proposal 
http://carinapress.com/blog/2016/06/our-summer-reading-isproposals/ 
 

Grants I AM CREATIVE GRANTS 
http://www.brit.co/iamcreative-2016-grants-call-for-applications/?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=soci
_share=twitter 
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Campus News 
 
Lee College 
 
 Information sessions about the Puente program and mentoring were held on July 21. 
 

Puente student, Chrome Salazar, wins the Slam Poetry contest. 
 

 
 
Palo Alto 
College 
 
 
 
Palo Alto 
CollegePuente 
alumni who 
helped with NSO 
recruitment 
throughout the 
month were 
Daniel Vega, 
Juan Jose Higa, 
Daniela 
Chavarria, 
Nicholas 
Valerio, Priscilla 
Lares, and 
Sebastian 
Huerta. 
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About Our Newsletter 

A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Dream Catchers –Puente Project.             
Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to: Dr. Maria Chavez,           
Editor 

Maria.chavez@catchthenext.org 
 

Contributors:   Stacy Ybarra, Palo Alto College. Anna Alaniz, South Texas College, Juan Jaimes, Texas State 
University 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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