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About This Resource 

Why Culturally Relevant Materials? 

Although culturally relevant pedagogy implies much more than simply incorporating works 
from students’ natal cultures into a curriculum, such incorporation is an important starting 
point. When students read about experiences similar to their own by people who have 
achieved greatly and who manifest their achievements in written works that convey mastery 
of literacy and scholarship, they recognize that they, too, have a place in the worlds of writing 
and higher education. Culturally relevant materials such as the ones below, then, offer steps 
to success for students by providing tools that allow them to think critically about their own 
experiences, identities, and cultural affiliations as well as about the institutions and cultural 
structures they navigate. 

How to Navigate This Resource 

This bibliography is divided into sections representing various cultural experiences—i.e., 
African American Experiences, American Indian Experiences, and Mexican American and 
Latino/a/x Experiences—with subdivisions by discipline and/or genre. Because this 
bibliography was originally compiled as a resource to meet the needs specifically of Latinx 
students, you will notice that the section on Mexican American and Latino/a/x Experiences 
has the most references. Indeed, this work does not purport to represent an exhaustive list. 
Rather, many of the works here are those that CTN staff and practitioners have used 
previously with positive results across the curriculum. It is a work in progress to which we 
hope you will contribute resources from your own teaching repertoires. 

Where to Find Updates and Further Resources  

In addition to this print version of the bibliography, an online version is available on the CTN 
website at www.catchthenext.org/resources/bibliographies As a more dynamic site for the 
bibliography, the online resource will allow us to continually compile and update materials as 
we hear from you. Additional resources for culturally relevant assignments and lessons can 
also be found on the CTN wiki at www.ctnext.pbworks.com (please note that you will have to 
request access for an account on the wiki). 

  

http://www.catchthenext.org/resources/bibliographies
http://www.ctnext.pbworks.com/
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African American Experiences – Literature, History and Journalistic Non-Fiction, 
Education/Pedagogy, Social Science and Theory 

Literature – Fiction, Poetry, Life Writing, and Creative Non-Fiction 

Baldwin, James. The Fire Next Time. Penguin, 1964. 

Comprised of two essays critically assessing race relations in the U.S. and the 
relation between race and religion, respectively, Baldwin’s work is a foundational, 
provocative, and frank chronicle of the tense centrality of race in America. (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC) 

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, 
Written by Himself. Boston: Bedford’s/St. Martin’s, 2003. 

Douglass’s Narrative provides a motivating account of overcoming the physical, 
psychological, and emotional struggles of slavery, while also providing a literacy 
narrative and a validation of the endurance of Black culture. (INRW, ENGL, 
EDUC) 

DuBois, W.E.B. “Of Our Spiritual Striving.” In The Souls of Black Folk. Boston: 
Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1997. 

This often-anthologized essay from DuBois’s The Souls of Black Folk introduces 
his theory of “double consciousness” as he describes life “behind the veil.” While 
DuBois’s theory is dense and requires deep critical thinking to engage its 
implications, students find ready access to it in the narrative accounts he uses to 
characterize and define “the veil.” Many students—from a variety of cultural 
backgrounds—can also relate to these stories of exclusion and the two-ness that 
one feels as a member of a marginalized group. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Chesnutt, Charles. The Conjure Woman. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 
1969. 

Chesnutt’s conjure woman stories use several interesting narrative techniques, 
particularly frame narratives and dialect, to engage students in thinking about the 
interrelationships of storytelling, language, race, and structures of power in the 
postbellum South. Many of the stories found in this collection can also be found online 
for use as open educational resources. (ENGL) 

---. The Marrow of Tradition. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1969. 

Set in the Reconstruction-era South, Chesnutt’s novel provides a vivid social realistic 
account of class stratification, ambitions for social mobility, and inter-racial dynamics in 
the context of a divisive racial mythology. (ENGL) 
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Coates, Ta-nehisi.  Between the World and Me. Spiegel and Grau. 2016. 

A frank, long narrative to his young son on the dangers and myths of the 
American Dream and the volatility of the male Black body and its history. 
(ENGL, EDUC, GOVT, HIST) 

Ellison, Ralph. The Invisible Man. Vintage Books, 1952/1995. 

This iconic American novel chronicles the coming-of-age of its unnamed protagonist 
as he negotiates racial power dynamics, migration, and political and social 
movements. (ENGL) 

Haley, Alex. The Autobiography of Malcolm X. New York: Ballantine Books, 1992.   

The story of Malcolm Little and his transformation into the iconic leader Malcolm X.  
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Hurston, Zora Neale. “How It Feels to Be Colored Me.” 

Hurston’s essay offers a glimpse into her strength, intellect, and tenacity while 
providing a unique definition and validation of Black identity. (INRW, ENGL, 
EDUC) 

Jacobs, Harriet. Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. New York: Norton, 2001. 

The first full-length woman-authored slave narrative, this memoir offers glimpses into the 
struggles that Jacobs endures as well as the critical thinking strategies and maneuvers she 
uses to alleviate her conditions to the extent possible and, ultimately, to gain her freedom.  
(ENGL) 

Larsen, Nella. Passing. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1986/2000. 

A novel that chronicles incidents in the life of a light-skinned woman who “passes” for white 
during the Harlem Renaissance. (ENGL) 

Lockhart, Zelda. Fifth Born. New York: Washington Square Press, 2002. 

A novel set in Alabama. Stories of a family of repeat misery through the generations and 
women who must learn to survive in an abusive home. (ENGL) 

Morrison, Toni. Beloved. Vintage International. 2004.   

A novel of loss and redemption told by a runaway slave who is recaptured and 
endures mental anguish after sacrificing her young daughter, beloved, only to find a 
woman who presumes to be her daughter return to her hometown. (ENGL) 
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- - -. The Bluest Eye. New York: Plume Books, 1994. 

A novel about the impact of popular culture on racialized perceptions of beauty and 
their effects on African American communities and families. (ENGL) 

-.- -. A Mercy. New York: Vintage International, 2008.  

A novel of abandonment and love between a mother and daughter during the Anglo-
Dutch African Slave Trade. (ENGL) 

- - -. The Origin of Others. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2017.  

An astute analysis of American literature and the obsession with race and skin color as 
a depiction of the other. (ENGL) 

- - -. “Recitatif.” 

A short story of the meeting and intertwined lives of two girls, Twyla and Roberta, 
whose racial identities are never revealed, although one is known to be Black and 
the other White. The story invites readers to consider their own preconceptions 
about race and identity, revealing that race is both socially constructed and 
relevant in daily interactions. (ENGL) 

Walker, Alice. “Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self.” 

An essay that uses techniques of memoir to offer shifting definitions of “beauty.” 
Walker’s essay provides an excellent tool for teaching definition as a rhetorical 
mode while also offering students a narrative of overcoming challenges. (INRW, 
ENGL) 

---. The Color Purple.  New York: Harcourt-Brace, 1992. 

The lives of two sisters are revealed in an exchange of letters in a span of thirty 
years. (ENGL) 

--. “Everyday Use.” 

A short story set in the South in the 1970s that offers competing definitions of 
Black heritage and pride. Readers are invited to glimpse what competing of 
narratives of Black Nationalism look like and to take the side of either of the two 
sisters, Dee or Maggie, as Mama narrates a conflict over how handmade items, 
such as quilts, come to define culture. (ENGL) 

Ward, Jesmyn. Mean We Reaped. New York: Bloomsbury, 2013. 
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Ward’s memoir weaves the stories of the untimely deaths of five Black men in her 
life and the life of her community with her own story of growing up in DeLisle, 
Mississippi and New Orleans. Creating a reverse chronological structure in which 
her story, which is also the story of her brother, intersects with his death, the first 
in the series of five deaths that drop a veil of extreme grief on the community. The 
work chronicles the trauma attendant upon the loss of lives valued in families and 
communities that are themselves undervalued by the larger society. (ENGL) 

Wilson, August. Fences: A Play. New York: Plume, 2016 

A prize-winning play about family drama and their quest for unity and 
understanding. (ENGL) 

Whitehead, Colson. The Underground Railroad. (Pulitzer Prize). New York: Doubleday, 
2016. 

A fictional story of the trials and tribulations of the underground railroad as a real 
railroad taking runaway slaves to the safety of the north. (INRW, ENGL, HIST) 

Wright, Richard. Native Son. Harper Perennial, 1940/2008. 

This novel tells the story of Bigger Thomas, a young Black man living in poverty in 
Chicago in the 1930s, struggling to overcome the tensions of forces beyond his 
control. (ENGL) 

History and Journalistic Non-Fiction  

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness.  New York: New Press, 2010. 

A fascinating new account on how subtle but distinct legal changes are singling out 
African Americans in new ways. (GOVT, HIST, ENGL) 

Bennett, Lerone. Before the Mayflower: A History of the Negro in America, 1619-
1962. Martino Fine Books, 2016. 

A comprehensive survey of the history of Black experience in America, tracing origins 
from western Africa through to the African American experience of the early 1960s. 
(HIST, ENGL, EDUC, HUMA)  

Rothstein, Richard. The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How our Government 
Segregated America.  New York: W.W. Norton, 2017. 

A heavily-documented book on how Jim Crow laws were structured since post-civil 
war into the late 1970s. (GOVT, HIST, ENGL) 
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Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy. Spiegel & Grau, 2014 (National Book Award) 

Traces the history of innocent men on death row and their hallowing journey to 
freedom. (GOVT, HIST, ENGL) 

West, Cornel. Race Matters. Beacon Press (Anniversary Edition), 2017. 

Cornel’s now-classic work surveys race relations in the U.S. at the end of the 20th 
century (with prefaces updating the views into the 21st century), examining the 
impact that the historical presence and treatment of African Americans in the U.S. 
has had on politics, economics, spirituality, and Black leadership. (ENGL, EDUC, 
GOVT, HIST, HUMA) 

Wilkerson, Isabel. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great 
Migration. New York: Knopf, 2010. (National Critics Award)  

The story of families trekking north to escape the Jim Crow South to seek jobs, 
identity, and a better life. (HIST, ENGL) 

Zinn, Howard and Anthony Arnove. Voices of a People’s History of the United States. New York: 
Seven Stories Press, 2004. 

This is the follow‐up text to People’s History by Zinn that includes chapters of personal 
diary entries that correspond with the chapters in People’s History. (HIST, ENGL) 

Education/Pedagogy 

hooks, bell. Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. New 
York: Routledge, 1994. 

Black Feminist scholar and theorist bell hooks here offers a pedagogical 
philosophy that builds on Paolo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Opening by 
describing the anxiety she felt on the cusp of becoming a tenured faculty member 
when she realized that she was becoming a teacher, fitting the mold of one of the 
very few options available to Black women when she was growing up in the 
segregated South. Using a powerful feminist of color approach, hooks details a 
pedagogical approach that allows her to validate her students, invite questioning 
of institutional structures, and open up teaching to all the voices of her classroom, 
valuing, in particular, those whose voices have been traditionally marginalized in 
institutionalized spaces of education. (INRW, ENGL, GOVT, HIST, MATH, STEM) 

Social Science and Theory 

Harris-Perry, Melissa V. Sister Citizen: Shame, Stereotypes, and Black Women 
in America. New Haven: Yale UP, 2013. 
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In this insightful contemporary cultural study, Harris-Perry explores the insidious 
impact of stereotypes of African American women and how Black women must 
navigate these types in order to carve out a political space for themselves. 
(EDUC, ENGL) 

Steele, Claude. Whistling Vivaldi: How Stereotypes Affect Us and What We Can 
Do. New York: Norton, 2010. 

This work of social psychology provides an accessible step toward advanced 
vocabulary and critical thinking by exploring the impact of “stereotype threat,” the idea 
that awareness of stereotypes about a particular social identity we inhabit leads to 
anxiety, stress, and underperformance. Steele not only details the research processes 
that lead him to develop the theory of stereotype threat, he also provides evidence-
based suggestions for how we can minimize that threat to create identity safe spaces 
in education, the work place, and in society more broadly. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

American Indian and Indigenous Experiences – Literature, History, 
Education/Pedagogy, Social Science and Theory 

Literature – Fiction, Poetry, Life Writing, and Creative Non-Fiction 

Alexie, Sherman. “Superman and Me.” 

A literacy narrative that details how his love for reading came from his father and 
how he learned the role that literacy can play in becoming a hero for one’s 
community. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

León-Portilla and Earl Shorris, Eds. In the Language of Kings: An Anthology of 
Mesoamerican Literature—Pre-Columbian to the Present. New York: Norton, 2001. 

This work anthologizes poetry from Aztec-Mexica (Nahuatl), Mayan (Quiche), Mixteco, 
and Zapoteco literature from before the Spanish invasion through to contemporary poetry 
in Native languages. León-Portilla and Shorris provide a comprehensive overview of 
Mesoamerican thought and worldview in their introduction. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, 
HUMA, MATH) 

History and Journalistic Non-Fiction 

Harjo, Suzan Shown. “Last Rites for Indian Dead.” Source unknown.  

A discussion about museums holding Indian remains versus allowing them cultural 
peace in their own burial sites. Politics and education versus cultural beliefs and 
tradition. (EDUC, HIST, INRW, ENGL) 

Zinn, Howard and Anthony Arnove. Voices of a People’s History of the United States. 
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New York: Seven Stories Press, 2004. 

This is the follow‐up text to People’s History by Zinn that includes chapters of personal 
diary entries that correspond with the chapters in People’s History. (HIST, INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC) 

Mexican American and Latino/a/x Experiences – Literature, History, 
Education/Pedagogy, Social Science and Theory 

Literature – Fiction, Poetry, Life Writing, and Creative Non-Fiction 

Alvarez, Julia. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents. New York: Plume Books, 
1992. Print. 

A novel  about  the story of acculturation and maturation of three sisters from the 
Dominican Republic. (ENGL) 

‐‐‐. In the Name of Salome. New York: Plume, 2001. 

This novel takes place in the late 1800’s in the Dominican Republic and Cuba. The story 
flip ‐flops between the 1800’s and the early 1960’s where the main character’s 
daughter recounts the memory and poetry of her mother, Salome Urena. The 
daughter struggles with identity and sexuality and the rich history of her mother’s life. 
(ENGL) 

‐‐‐. Something to Declare. Chapel Hill: Algonquin Books, 1998. 

A collection of essays on life, culture, identity and relationships. Autobiographical.  
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Anaya, Rodolfo. Bless Me Ultima. New York: Warner Books, 1972. 

This novel chronicles a young boy’s struggle to understand the ancient ways of a 
curandera and Catholicism. (INRW, ENGL) 

Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza. San Francisco: The New 
Mestiza, Aunt Lute Books, 1987. 

A mixed genre, mixed language account of what it means to live on, in, and as 
borderlands. Through autohistoria, Anzaldúa develops a theory of “new mestiza 
consciousness” that emerges from the experience of living in the physical and 
psychological spaces of the borderlands. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Aragón, Francisco. The Wind Shifts: New Latino Poetry. University of Arizona Press, 2007. 
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A collection of poetry by 25 Latino and Latina writers, including Naomi Ayala, Richard 
Blanco, David Dominguez, Gina Franco, Sheryl Luna, and Adela Najarro. (INRW, ENGL) 

Arancibia, Adrian. Atacama Poems. San Diego: City Works Press, 2007. 

This collection of poems depicts life for the author’s grandparents and his father 
growing up in Mexico. The poems follow a sequence of life that leads to 
discovery, pain, and visions of future life for generations of Mexicans who 
immigrate to the United States. The poems bring the writer into the lives of a 
family that would otherwise be forgotten if their memory was not brought alive in 
this writing. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Augenbaum, Harold and Ilan Stavans. Growing Up Latino: Memoirs and Stories. Eds. 
Augenbaum and Stavans. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1993. Print. 

This is a collection of short stories and excerpts from prominent Latino writers including 
Julia Alvarez, Piri Thomas and Gloria Anzaldua, among others. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Baca, Jimmy Santiago. “Coming into Language.” An Anthology for Reading Apprenticeship 
Building Academic Literacy. Audrey Fielding and Ruth Schoenbach, eds. San Francisco: 
Jossey Bass, 2003. 

Baca’s experience of learning to read and write in prison. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. Healing Earthquakes: Poems. New York: Grove Press, 2001. 

This collection of poems tells the story of a romance from beginning to end. 
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. The Importance of a Piece of Paper. New York: Grove Press, 2005. 

A short story collection featuring several powerful stories exploring gender, 
familia, and the inter-relationship between rural and urban communities in New 
Mexico. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. ”Imagine My Life.” Working in the Dark: Reflections of a Poet of the Barrio. Santa Fe: Red 
Crane Books, 1992.  

A memory of a story that Baca’s grandmother tells him about himself. (INRW, ENGL, 
EDUC) 

‐‐‐. A Place to Stand. New York: Grove Press, 2001. Print. 

This is Baca’s memoir about learning the power of writing and poetry while in prison.  
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 
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Castillo, Ana. “A Healing Legacy.” Ms. Sept/Oct: 1996, 92‐95. 

A short essay describing how writing healed a lot of her family and identity struggles. 
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. “My Mother’s Mexico.” Women’s Voices from the Borderlands. Lillian Castillo‐Speed, ed. 
New York: Touchstone, 1995. 

A story of the importance of knowing your roots. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. The Mixquiahuala Letters. Tempe: Bilingual Press, 1986. Print. 

A novel which focuses on the letter correspondences between two Latina women. 
Through their letters we see the women grapple with culture, love and society. 
(INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. So Far from God: A Novel. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2005. 

Sofie and her four daughters struggle to survive in Tome, New Mexico, and each 
female character represents a different approach of how to integrate US 
mainstream society into a female Mexican‐American consciousness. Magical realism, 
supernaturalism, along with critique of US capitalism. (INRW, ENGL) 

Chavez, Denise. The Last of the Menu Girls. New York: Vintage Books, 1986. 

A coming of age story about Rocio Esquibel who defines who she is by her 
neighborhood which, in turn, is defined by the trees. She tries to find her way and 
create her world at night through her imagination into a magical world. It is there 
that she finds her strength to find what she loves: drama and stories. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. A Taco Testimony: Meditations on Family, Food and Culture. Tucson: Rio Nuevo Publishers, 

2006. 

A book about family, food and culture. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Cisneros, Sandra. Caramelo. New York: Random House, 2002. 

This novel tells the travels of a family’s annual trip from Chicago to Mexico City 
told from the perspective of a young girl in the family. The reader gets a humorous 
and detailed account of the family members. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. The House on Mango Street. New York: Vintage, 1991. 

This novel is a series of vignettes that tell the story of Esperanza and her struggles 
growing up. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 
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Coelho, Paulo. The Alchemist. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1993. 

This novel follows the path of a young man as he searches for the meaning 
of his life. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. The Devil and Miss Prym: A Novel of Temptation. New York: Harper Collins, 2000. 

The story of a man who wants to test the theory that all man has good and evil that 
dwells within. He tests a small town by tempting them to do evil in exchange for 
money in the hopes that good will prevail. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. The Witch of Portobello. New York: Harper Collins, 2006. 

This magical novel explores the power of the feminine through dance and the 
imaginative unconscious. Through dance and exploration of self, we see Athena find 
her place in this world as she mentors other women to find themselves. (INRW, 
ENGL) 

Cofer, Judith Ortiz. “I Just Met a Girl Named Maria.” Diversity, Strength and Struggle: A 
Longman Topics Reader. Joseph Calabrese and Susan Tchudi, eds. New York: Pearson 
Longman, 2006. 

An autobiographical look at discrimination and racial assumptions. (INRW, ENGL, 
EDUC) 

Correas de Zapata, Celia, Ed. Short Stories by Latin American Women: The Magic and the Real. 
New York: Modern Library, 1990. 

This collection of short stories carries women writers from all over Latin America. The 
stories explore love, personal identity, feminism, marriage, and strength. (INRW, 
ENGL) 

Cruz, Maria Colleen. Border Crossing: A Novel. Pinata Books, 2003. 

A young girl crosses the border from San Diego into Tijuana in search of her roots. 
(INRW, ENGL) 

Diaz, Junot. The Brief and Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. New York: Riverhead Books, 2007. 

Dominican boy who wants to be a famous writer. Includes stories about multi ‐
generational curses in the family, troubles and tragedy. The idea that there is no 
escaping your family history. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. Drown. New York: Riverhead Books, 1996. 
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30 Dominican males living in New Jersey and New York. Immigrants defining their 
identity. Includes stories about torn family structures, sexuality and coming of age. 
(INRW, ENGL) 

Espada, Martín. Alabanza: New and Selected Poems 1982‐2002. New York: W. W. Norton & 
Company, 2004. 

Espada’s collected poems recall his Puerto Rican background through family poems 
and move into the political and social realms with poems that deal with racism, 
ethnic identity, and poverty. Accessible, humorous, and rich. (INRW, ENGL) 

Espinoza, Alex. Still Water Saints. New York: Random House, 2007. 

This novel is a portrait of life in a small town near Riverside, CA in the 1990’s. The 
characters are brought to life through culture, ritual, and struggles of life in poverty. 
Through the eyes of Perla, somewhat of the town curandera, we see the 
kaleidoscope of characters and how they struggle through poverty, crime, drugs, love, 
and immigration in a quickly changing world. The author is a CTN author mentor. 
(INRW, ENGL) 

Fontes, Monserrat. First Confession. London: Norton Books, 1991. 

Two children learn of the socio‐economic and political differences between Mexican 
and American in a Texas border town. (INRW, ENGL) 

Garcia, Cristina. Dreaming in Cuban. New York: Ballatine Books, 1992. 

Garcia recounts the story of three generations of women and their connection of life to 
Cuba. Garcia explores the connection of the magical with politics and the thread 
that holds generations together with culture and identity. (INRW, ENGL) 

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel. Love in the Time of Cholera. Translation by Edith Grossman. New 
York: Vintage Books, 1988. 

A story of love, heartbreak and a look into patient and unrequited love. (INRW, 
ENGL) 

Gaspar de Alba, Alicia. Desert Blood: The Juarez Murders. Houston: Arte Publico, 2007. 

A professor/journalist reads about a missing girl of Juarez and becomes entangled in 
researching the mystery. (INRW, ENGL) 

Gomez, Alma, Cherrie Moraga and Mariana Romo‐Carmona, eds. Cuentos: Stories by Latinas. 
New York: Kitchen Table/Women of Color Press, 1983. 
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Anthology of Latina writers, mainly about living in the western and southwestern United 
States. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Gutierrez‐Christensen, Rita. “Eulogy for a Man from Jalostitlan.” Grito Del Sol. Berkeley: 

Tonatluh International, 1976. 

A poem honoring and recounting the life of her much‐loved father. (INRW, ENGL, 
EDUC) 

Henriquez, Cristina. The Book of Unknown Americans. New York: Vintage 
Contemporaries, 2014. 

A young adult novel about immigrant families colliding and acculturating in a new 
world. (INRW, ENGL) 

Jiminez, Francisco. “The Circuit.” Cuentos Chicanos. Rudolfo Anaya and Antonio Marquez, 
eds. New Mexico: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. 

A boy’s view of how it is living in/as a migrant family where the idea of “home” is 
always changing. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Jaime‐Becerra, Michael. Every Night is Ladies’ Night. New York: Harper Collins, 2004. 

This novel delves into the lives of several characters that are not favorable in the eyes 
of society but gives the reader the inside look to make them warm and humane. The 
characters struggle in a search to find meaning in life. (INRW, ENGL) 

Limon, Graciela. Erased Faces. Houston: Arte Publico Press, 2001. 

This novel  follows an American journalist along with the women of the Lacadonian 
jungle in their fight and struggle of the 1994 Zapatista uprising. Juana and Adriana, 
though from opposite sides of the world, share a special bond in their fight to protect 
women. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. Song of the Hummingbird. Houston: Arte Publico Press, 1996. 

Graciela takes the reader back to the violent taking of land by the Spaniards. The 
indigenous people there fight to keep culture and family together. (INRW, ENGL) 

Mendoza, Louis G. and Toni Nelson Herrera, Eds. Telling Tongues: A Latin@Anthology on 
Language Experience. San Diego: Calaca Press, 2007. 

In this anthology authors express their experiences with language and the cultural 
sentiment about Latin@s in the United States. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 
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Moraga, Cherrie. Circle in the Dirt: El Pueblo de East Palo Alto. New Mexico: West End 
Press, 1995. 

Through interviews of the people of East Palo Alto, Moraga recreates the issues and 
politics that affect the racially mixed communities. This play depicts the mounting of a 
group of people that fight the culturally dominant politics of the area. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. Heroes and Saints and Other Plays: Giving Up the Ghost, Shadow of a Man, Heroes and 
Saints. New Mexico: West End Press, 1994. Print. 

This is a collection of the short plays which established Moraga as the premier Latina 
playwright in America. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐ and Gloria Anzaldua, eds. This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of 
Color. Watertown, MA: Persephone Press, 1981. 

Anthology of feminists of color theorizing from experiences of exclusion both from the 
male worlds of their own communities and from the White women’s movements. 
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC, HUMA) 

‐‐‐. Watsonville: Some Place Not Here. New Mexico: West End Press, 1996. 

This play reveals the struggles of immigrant workers and changing times through the 
lives of the workers. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Ortiz Cofer, Judith. The Latin Deli: Prose and Poetry. University of Georgia Press, 2012. 

Memoir, poems, and short stories focused on the lives of Puerto Ricans living in El 
Building in New Jersey. Coming of age stories along with poems of the Latina urban 
experience. (INRW, ENGL) 

Paredes, Américo. George Washington Gomez. Houston: Arte Público Press, 1990. 

A coming-of-age novel about a young man navigating the Mexico-Texan worlds of his 
family and community on one hand, and the Anglo-Texan worlds of education, the 
state, and law enforcement on the other. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Ponce, Mary Helen. “Concha.” Growing Up Chicano/a, ed. Tiffany Ana Lopez. New York: 
William Morrow, 1993. 

Girls and boys playing a game, where one girl, Concha, pushes herself beyond her 
limits. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. “Recuerdo: Los Piojos.” Woman of Her Word. Evangelina Vigil, ed. 2nd Ed. Houston: Arte 
Publico Press, 1987. 
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A story of a young Mexican girl in an American school and the discrimination she 
observes. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Quintana, Leroy. The Great Whirl of Exile. Connecticut: Curbstone Press, 1999. 

Quintana’s poems retell life growing up in a small ranch town in New Mexico. (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC) 

Riley, Tomas. Mahcic: Selected Poems. San Diego: Calacapress, 2005. 

A collection of poems on politics, family, spiritual awakening and cultural awareness.  
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Rivera, Rick P. A Fabricated Mexican. Houston: Arte Público Press, 1995. Print. 

This book is really a collection of short stories about the coming of age and education of 
Ricky Coronado. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐Stars Always Shine. Tempe: Bilingual Press, 2000. Print. 

A timely novel about immigration and some of the challenges immigrants can face. 
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Rivera, Tomás. … y no se lo tragó la tierra (And the Earth Did Not Devour Him). Trans. 
Evangelina Vigil Piñon. Houston: Arte Público Press, 1987. Print. 

A novella about a boy’s coming-of-age in a family of migrant farm workers in the 
1950s. The series of vignettes captures the various voices and experiences in the 
community, as the boy arrives at an understanding of his sense of self and his identity.  
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Rodriguez, Richard. Days of Obligation: An Argument with My Mexican Father. New York: 
Penguin Books, 1992. 

This controversial memoir takes Rodriguez back to Mexico, where he confronts the 
self-loathing and internalized racism that has haunted his success in the United 
States. In the process, he defines and characterizes Mexico and the United States, 
demonstrating the interweaving of their two poles of identity in his own story.  (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC, HUMA) 

- - -.Hunger of Memory. New York: Bantam, 1982. Print. 

This controversial memoir describes Rodriguez’s journey as a socially mobile 
Latino, who negotiates the gains—and the costs—of assimilation and 
achievement in the context of alienation from his family and culture. (INRW, ENGL, 
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EDUC) 

Ruiz de Burton, Maria Amparo. The Squatter and the Don. Eds. Beatrice Pita and Rosaura 
Sanchez. Houston: Arte Público Press, 1997. 

A fictional sentimental account of the land conflicts in California following the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. Who Would Have Thought It? Eds. Beatrice Pita and Rosaura Sanchez. Houston: Arte 
Público Press, 1995. 

A fictional sentimental account of a young Mexican girl brought to New England against 
the backdrop of the Civil War. (INRW, ENGL) 

Serros, Michele. Chicana Falsa. New York: Penguin Putnam, 1993. 

A witty collection of poems and short stories of Serros’ coming of age, cultural 
clashes, and growing up in Oxnard, California. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. How to Be a Chicana Role Model. New York: Penguin Putnam, 2000. 

This fiction piece includes the thoughts and struggles of a Chicana writer and the 
realization of the role of culture for writers. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Urrea, Luis. Into the Beautiful North: A Novel. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2009. 

Fictionalized account of a small town Mexican girl who inspired by the film, the 
Magnificent Seven, ventures in the United States undocumented to bring back seven 
men from her town to combat drug traffickers and police corruption. (INRW, ENGL) 

Valdez, Luis. Early Works: Actos, Bernabe, Pensamiento Serpentino. Houston: Arte Publico, 
1990. Print. 

Plays and essays about farm workers and spirituality; part of El Teatro Campesino. 
(INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. “Los Vendidos.” Diversity, Strength and Struggle: A Longman Topics Reader. Joseph 
Calabrese and Susan Tchudi, eds. New York: Pearson Longman, 2006. 129 ‐140.(also 
included in Early Works…) 

A play about racism, politics and discrimination. A satire of socially accepted views.  
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. Zoot Suit and Other Plays. Houston: Arte Publico, 1992. Print. 
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A play about the Sleepy Lagoon Murder trial and the following Zoot Suit riots. The play 
explores racism and discrimination that young Mexican Americans faced in the 1940s. 
(INRW, ENGL, HIST, HUMA) 

Venegas, Daniel. The Adventures of Don Chipote, or, When Parrots Breast‐Feed. Ed. Nicolás 
Kanellos Trans. Ethriam Cash Brammer. Houston: Arte Público Press, 2000. Print. 
(also available in original version) 

Originally serialized in newsprint in the 1920s, this novel follows the picaresque 
adventures of a migrant worker who comes to the United States. (INRW, ENGL) 

Villanueva, Tino. “Day‐Long Day.” Chicano Voices. Carlota Dwyer, ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1975. 

Poem about a Chicano family. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Villarreal, Jose Antonio. Pocho. New York: Anchor Books, 1970. 

Considered by many to be the first Chicano novel, certainly it was the first to be 
published by a major publisher, Random House. Pocho is a Depression era novel 
that follows the struggles of Richard Rubio to negotiate American culture with his 
traditional Mexican culture. (ENGL) 

Villasenor, Victor. Burro Genius. New York: Harper Collins, 2004. 

The life of a young boy growing up in Carlsbad, Ca. This story depicts his struggles with 
racism, culture, family, the education system and living with a learning disability he 
didn’t know he had. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. “Foreword.” Rain of Gold. New York: Harper Collins, 1992. 

A discussion of what motivates Villasenor to write and his writing process about his 
family’s history in Mexico and their trek to the United States.  (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. “Preface.” Walking Stars: Stories of Magic and Power. Houston: Pinata Books, 1994. 

Villasenor tells how he became a writer and how his life inspires his work. (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC) 

Viramontes, Helena Maria. “The Moths.” The Moths and Other Stories. Houston: Arte 
Publico, 1995. 

A childhood story about tradition, holidays and family. A memory of her grandmother.  
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 
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Yañez, Richard. Cross Over Water. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2011. 

Raul Luis "Ruly" Cruz is a young Mexican American who lives in El Paso, just across 
the Rio Grande from Mexico, home of his ancestors and some of his current relatives. 
As he grows from awkward adolescent to manhood, he negotiates the precarious 
borders of family, tradition, and identity trying to find his own place in the Chicano 
community and in the larger world. This is an engaging and moving story of growing 
up in a borderland that is not only geographical but cultural and psychological as well. 
According to Booklist, the author "deftly explores the coming‐ of‐age of Raul Luis Cruz, a 

Mexican American teenager who grows up in El Paso. Yañez, also born on the border, 
brings that region to life as he portrays with humor, perception, and compassion what 
it is like to grow up there, perhaps wishing to never leave." (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Yzquierdo, Rosa Elena. “Abuela.” Growing up Chicana/o. Tiffany Ana Lopez, Ed. New York: 
Harper Collins, 1993. 

A fond memory of grandmother in the kitchen. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Zamora, Daisy. Riverbed of Memory. San Francisco: City Light Books, 1988. 

This collection of poems recollects Zamora’s experience of growing up in Nicaragua in 
time of war and struggle. She focuses on class and gender struggle of women during 
time of war. (INRW, ENGL) 

‐‐‐. Clean Slate: New and Selected Poems. Connecticut: Curbstone Press, 1993. 

Zamora’s new and selected poems combine her personal struggles and those of 
growing up in time of war. This collection embodies her identity as a woman and her 
experience with political liberation. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

History and Journalistic Non-Fiction 

Agosin, Marjorie. Secrets in the Sand: The Young Women of Juarez. New York: White Wine 
Press, 2006. 

Readers witness the anguish of the families of missing sisters, wives, mothers and come 
to know their fear. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Alvarez, Julia. “A White Woman of Color.” Half + Half (Writers on Growing up Biracial + 
Bicultural). O’Hearn, Claudine Chiawei, ed. New York: Random House, 1998. 

A cultural and political look at color of skin and identity within one’s own culture. 
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Bedolla, Lisa. Fluid Borders: Latino Power, Identity and Politics in Los Angeles. Berkeley: 
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University of California Press, 2005. 

100 interviews of working and middle-class Latinos on politics and socialization. 
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC, HIST, HUMA) 

Burciaga, Jose Antonio. Drink Cultura: Chicanismo. Santa Barbara: Joshua Odell Editions, 1992. 

A collection of essays on Chicano culture, experience and life in the U.S. (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC, HUMA) 

‐‐‐. “Stamp of Approval for Mexicanos.” Los Angeles Times. 1/3/1995, B4. 

Buricaga describes the absence of Mexican Americans from the Postal Service’s series of 
stamps. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, HIST) 

Chavez, Cesar. “The Organizer’s Tale.” Chicano Voices. Carlota Dwyer, ed. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1975. 

An article about how Chavez learned about the social organization and leadership with 
very little formal education. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, HUMA, HIST) 

Davila‐Houston, Daniel. Malinche’s Children. Jackson: University of Mississippi Press, 
2003. 

The stories of Carmela, CA. reveal the settling of farm workers north east of Los Angeles 
in the early 1900’s. The reader gets a detailed looked at the characters, the 
neighborhood and development of the town of Carmelas. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, 
HIST) 

Kessler, Elizabeth Rodriguez and Anne Perrin, eds. Chican@s in the Conversation. New 
York: Pearson Longman, 2008. 

An anthology of works from Chicano authors/topics covering issues in religion, 
culture, pop‐culture, education and identity that concern the Latino population in the 

United States. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Martinez, Ruben. “Going Up in LA.” Beyond Borders: A Cultural Reader. Randall Bass and Joy 
Young, Eds. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 100‐114. 

This story gives a detailed look at graffiti artists in Los Angeles. Martinez discusses the 
escape that it provides and a possible life outside of East LA. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Mendoza, Louis Gerard. Historia: The literary making of Chicana & Chicano History. College 
Station: Texas A&M UP, 2001. Print. 
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This book provides a great historical context for the understanding and evolution of 
Chicano Literature. (ENGL) 

Nazario, Sonia. Enrique’s Journey. New York: Random House, 2003. 

A journalist’s account of a boy’s journey from Guatemala to United States in search of 
his mother who has gone to the U.S. to work. The struggles and violence are outlined in 
detail. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, GOVT, HIST, HUMA) 

Rodriguez, Teresa and Diana Montane. The Daughters of Juarez: A True Story of Serial Murder 
South of the Border. New Mexico: Atria Press, 2008. 

This true account follows the story of missing women in Juarez, Mexico, where women 
are kidnapped, sold and endure tremendous violence. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Tobar, Héctor. Translation Nation: Defining a New American Identity in the Spanish-
Speaking United States. New York: Riverhead Books, 2005. 

Though a bit dated, Tobar’s analogy between the new European Americans of Hector 
St. John de Crèvecoeur’s Letters from an American Farmer and the new Latino 
Americans of the 20th century provides a unique and timeless perspective on the 
implications of a “nation of immigrants.” (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Tywoniak, Frances Esquibel and Mario T. Garcia. Migrant Daughter Coming of Age as a 
Mexican American Woman. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000. Print. 

This memoir recounts the struggles of a Frances Esquibel to get an education and then 
become the first Latina to graduate from UC Berkeley. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Urrea, Luis Alberto. Across the Wire: Life and Hard Times on the Mexican Border. New York: 
Doubleday, 1993. 

A view of the municipal dump in Tijuana and the trash pickers who depend on it, 
from the hills of San Diego. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. “Border Story.” Beyond Borders: A Cultural Reader. Randall Bass and Joy Young, Eds. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 351‐363. 

Urrea discusses the impact of poverty on the Mexican border and what kind of relief is 
possible. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. By the Lake of Sleeping Children. New York: Anchor Books, 1996. 

A look at the resourcefulness of Tijuana’s dump pickers and trash dwellers.  (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC) 
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‐‐‐. The Devil’s Highway: A True Story. New York: Little Brown, 2004. 

An account of twenty-six men who cross the border in the desert of southern 
Arizona; fourteen died, and Urrea chronicles the investigation of where to lay 
blame. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Education/Pedagogy 

Anaya, Rudolfo. “Requiem for a Lowrider.” The Anaya Reader. New York: Warner Books, 
1995. 

Anaya’s speech to graduating seniors that honors their achievement, but teaches them a 
lesson about the difficulty of education using a story about his friend, Jessie. (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC) 

Baca, Damián. Mestiz@ Scripts, Digital Migrations, and the Territories of Writing . New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

Baca’s thesis is that the traditional histories of writing, positing technologies of writing 
as a Phoenician invention and Greco-Roman tradition that migrated to the Western 
hemisphere with Europeans, have excluded Mesoamerican writing practices, in turn, 
excluding Latino/a/x students from writing’s history and contemporary practice. He 
seeks to reinscribe Mesoamerican writing practices and histories into the rhetoric and 
composition classroom in order to model for Mexican American and Latino/a/x 
students the rich writing histories to which they are heir and thus provide them with 
strategies for belonging. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, HUMA) 

Bigelow, Bill, ed. The Line Between Us: Teaching About the Border and Mexican Immigration. 
Milwaukee: Rethinking Schools Publishers, 2006. 

A collection of essays, lesson plans and mixed media about immigration and border 
issues. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Social Science and Theory 

Habell‐Pallan, Michelle and Mary Romero. Latino/a Popular Culture. New York: New York 
University Press, 2002. 

16 essays on media, music, movies and the need to study the Latino influence. 
(INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. Loca Motion: The Travels of Chicana and Latina Popular Culture. New York: New York 
University Press, 2005. 

Latino popular culture across the United States. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 
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Heyck, Denis Lynn Daly. “My Roots are not Mine Alone: La Identidad Cultural.” Barrios and 
Borderlands: Culture of Latinos and Latinas in the United States. Denis Heyck, ed. New 
York: Routledge, 1994. 

The struggle of immigrants and second-generation children in finding identity in a 
new country. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

‐‐‐. “The Ties that Bind: La Familia.” Barrios and Borderlands: Culture of Latinos and Latinas in 
the United States. Denis Heyck, ed. New York: Routledge, 1994. 

An essay explaining the role of family in the Latino culture. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC) 

Hinojosa, Rolando Smith. “Sweet Fifteen.” Barrios and Borderlands: Culture of Latinos and 
Latinas in the United States. Denis Heyck, ed. New York: Routledge, 1994. 

A cultural analysis of the traditional quinceañera. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, HUMA) 

Paredes, Américo. With His Pistol in His Hand. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1970. 

Paredes explores the history behind the legend and corrido of Gregorio Cortez. In 
positing the features of a border hero and border ballad, Paredes lays the foundation 
for a uniquely defined Chicano studies that emerges from the folk expressions of a 
people between two worlds yet distinct from both. (INRW, ENGL, EDUC, HUMA) 

Romero, Mary. Challenging Fronteras: Structuring Latina and Latino Lives in the United States. 
New York: Routledge, 1997. 

A social science and ethnic study of immigrant identity, work and family life.  (INRW, 
ENGL, EDUC) 
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