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“A mentor is someone who allows you to see the hope inside yourself.” — Oprah Winfrey.

CTN Offers Thanks to Those Who Mentor
This January marks the 19th annual National Mentoring Month, a campaign aimed at expanding quality mentoring
opportunities to connect more youth with caring adults. Research has shown that when matched through a quality
mentoring program, mentors can play a powerful role in providing young adults with the tools to make responsible
decisions, stay focused and engaged in school. Mentoring is linked to improved academic, social, and economic
prospects for young adults, which ultimately strengthens our communities.
Mentoring is a vital component of the CTN model because we recognize the value of powerful, positive
mentoring. January 29th was designated as Thank Your Mentor Day, and we would like to recognize and offer
thanks to all the mentors in our program during this National Mentoring Month.
There are several mentoring options in the CTN program including mentoring at the colleges for students, peer
scholar mentors, and peer mentoring via site visits.
On campuses CTN mentors serve as role models of academic and professional success to students, helping them
develop professional/networking skills and strengthening the students’ social and cultural capital. Instructors
utilize CTN mentors as role models and speakers to support students’ writing and augment counseling resources
to explore possible career goals. Mentors emphasize the value of “giving back” to our community, offer ongoing
encouragement for students and provide a vital link between the local community and the college campus.
Catch the Next also has cultivated a network of scholars, authors, artists, activists, and community leaders from
across the nation who all believe mightily in contributing to the success of the students. Our Professional
Mentoring Network is designed to create partnerships among the teams at colleges and the author, scholar, and
community leadership mentors who have joined our familia. Peer mentors may serve a variety of roles depending
on the needs of the particular college and student cohort. All mentors may participate in our monthly webinars;
author and/or community leadership mentors may appear at colleges or in classes as guest speakers; and scholar
mentors may contribute to college research and evaluation or partner
with practitioners.
CTN also encourages peer mentoring through its site visits to meet
the needs of faculty, staff, students, and the institution as a whole;
to ensure consistency of the Catch the Next model in practice, while
recognizing that all effective programs remain adaptable and
flexible to the culture and needs of individual institutions and to
provide feedback for us to incorporate into our professional
development and peer mentoring models.
Peer mentor, Dr. Rendon, presents at an institute.
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CTN Hosts First Student Charla Zoom Session with Rodriguez & Reyna
CTN hosted the first of a monthly series of zoom student charlas (chats) on January 28th at 1pm. Over 50 people
attended with students and instructors from all CTN campuses present. This first session was titled
“Steppingstones to Student Success: New Year; New Me.” PAC professors and counselors, Dr. Dan Rodriguez
and Dr. Yolanda Reyna, introduced CTN’s Steppingstones to Student
Success manual which they created. They explained the resources it
includes and how to use the manual. There was also an exercise and
discussion on setting mental health goals. The session concluded with
the announcement of the door prizes winners.
The SteppingStones to Student Success resource manual can be found
at
https://steppingstones.pressbooks.com/
or in Spanish at https://steppingstonesenespanol.pressbooks.com/

Univision 45-Houston KXLN-TV Interviews CTN
By Alfredo Torres

Covid-19 has had devastating effects on Latino students, from their mental health, income, employment
disparities, and higher dropout rates. Many Latino families are susceptible to the Coronavirus infection, since
many cannot afford to stay at home, risking their health and well-being for the sake of a living-wage and providing
for the family. Recognizing this ongoing crisis, Catch the Next has designed a resource manual to give Latino
college students links and immediate access to emergency relief and campus financial resources, including
counseling and mental health resources.
On January 8, Catch the Next had the opportunity to sit front and center with Univision 45-Houston KXLN-TV.
In this televised segment, Doctors Maria Martha Chavez, Dan Rodriguez, Yolanda Reyna, and Rogelio Saenz sat
down with Karina Yapor, via Zoom, and elaborated on the importance of the CTN Manual toolkit during this
critical pandemic.
“We recognized that many of our Latino students have been greatly impacted by the Covid-19 virus,” Dr. Chavez
said. “Not only have they struggled with their family’s health, but also with the need to attend jobs in this
environment. Many students lack access to technology and help for their family at home. We decided to ask for
help from our colleagues, PAC instructors and CTN fellows, Dr. Dan Rodriguez and Dr. Yolanda Reyna who
collected all the campus resources available to aid our students in this situation,” Dr. Chavez explained.
In answer to the question, “What can students find in this manual?” Dan Rodriguez replied, “We focused on 4
areas. First, financial aid to help with tuition costs. Second, counseling services to aid with mental health. Third,
community resources such as finding technology and internet services. Finally, we looked to also providing
students with access to basic everyday needs such as toiletries.”

CTN Gives Thanks to Giving Tuesday and End-of-Year Donors
Catch the Next donors help make it possible to continue our program across the state and fulfill our mission to
empower faculty, staff, and institutions to increase the educational attainment of Latinos and other underserved
communities in order to close the achievement gap.
Thank you to the following donors who gave generously to our program: Kathy Zarate, Nancy Hopkins, Rogelio
Saenz, Glenda Martinez, Fatema Reyna, Cathy Mauldin, Samantha Ackers, Juan Tejeda, Laurie Buckholz, Lillian
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Gray, Eileen Galvez, Joan Hubbard, Tobias Bacalzo, Pat Romney, Anne Fletcher, Sean Lynch, Alicia Rodriguez,
Michael Gray, Stephanie Bazan, Jose Benavides, Alex Macias, and Claudette Hampton.

Catch the Next to Host Ascender Spring Seminar

Stacy Ybarra Receives Scholarship Opportunity
CTN Director of Student Engagement, Stacy Ybarra, was one of three picked for a Mind
Share Partners Institute scholarship opportunity. Their online certification program leverages
expertise from mental health, management, and legal fields to help develop knowledge and
skills to create a mentally healthy culture.
Mind Share Partners is a nonprofit changing the culture of workplace mental health so that
both employees and organizations can thrive. Its three program areas are movement building,
professional communities, and workplace training and strategic advising.
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Castillo Publishes in San Antonio Express News
CTN Fellow Raphael Castillo’s article published in the SA Express News on January 13 and
titled “Fourth Estate a Shield as Democracy Attacked” promotes newspapers as “the
unacknowledged guardians of democracy.” To read the article, go to
https://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/ODN/SanAntonioExpressNews/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?

Torres Publishes in San Antonio Express News
Alfredo Torres, CTN consultant, published an article titled “A doctor is a doctor is a doctor is
…” in the SA Express News on January 2. In the article, Torres expresses the opinion that
Joseph Epstein “exhibited prejudice by denigrating the title of Dr. Jill Biden” in a recent op-ed
in the Wall Street Journal, “Is There a Doctor in the White House? Not if You Need an MD.”
To read the article, go to https://www.expressnews.com/opinion/commentary/article/Commentary-Adoctor-is-a-doctor-is-a-doctor-is-15838775.php

CTN Invites You to Support Our Program by Installing the Amazon Phone App

4

February’s Webinar to Feature Sonya Armstrong
February’s webinar is scheduled for February 18th and will feature Dr. Sonya Armstrong,
a professor at Texas State University. Her presentation is titled "Flipping the Script on the
'College-Readiness' Myth."
This webinar will be held via Zoom from 3-4pm
CST: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83378101809
There will be no webinar in March due to spring break.
If you have any questions, please email Erin Doran at erin.doran@catchthenext.org.
In case you missed previous sessions or would like to review the resources, check out our Teaching and
Learning for Student Success Monthly Webinar playlist on the Catch the Next YouTube Channel.

CTN College News
Chancellor Flores Joins ATD Board of Directors
Dr. Mike Flores, Chancellor of the Alamo Colleges District, has joined the Achieving the Dream (ATD) Board
of Directors. His appointment became effective January 1.
Dr. Flores, the first Hispanic chancellor of the Alamo Colleges District, has served in
the post since 2018. During his first year, the District and its five colleges were the only
community college system in the nation to be awarded the Malcolm Baldrige National
Quality Award, the nation’s highest presidential honor for performance excellence. The
child of migrant farmworkers, Dr. Flores’s vision is eliminating poverty through
education.
“I’m proud to join the Board of Achieving the Dream alongside peers who are equally
passionate about student success,” Dr. Flores said. “The involvement of our district in
Achieving the Dream and my years as an ATD coach have allowed me to be involved
in national conversations and movements to propel Alamo Colleges District, the
students we serve, and our partner institutions in ATD forward.”
“The Alamo Colleges District provides individuals in our community access to a college credential, which
provides a ticket to the American middle class. The best practices and principles we have adapted from Achieving
the Dream have allowed us to expand our efforts to increase the economic and social mobility of our students and
have yielded increases in student completion overall and in equity for our most vulnerable populations,” he added.
(https://www.achievingthedream.org/press_release/18340/alamo-colleges-chancellor-dr-mike-flores-joins-atd-board-of-directors)
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Peer Mentor News
Peer Mentor Alvarez Publishes in Academic Magazine
CTN Peer Mentor, Stephanie Alvarez, has published an essay in El jardin de los poetas titled “Language,
Memory, and Identity in Contemporary Border Chicana Poetry and Visual Art of the Rio
Grande-Bravo Valley.” The essay discusses ways in which the poets Emmy Pérez,
Noemi Martínez, Amalia Ortiz, Lauren Espinoza and Erika Garza-Johnson, as well as
visual artist Celeste De Luna, address the border and its historical and contemporary
effects in the region. Specifically, it examines how these artists negotiate in language
and memory within their work to demonstrate how Chicanas have always resisted the
forces of assimilation forces and continue to confront and surpass the colonial legacy of
silence and instead adopt multiple voices and identities as Chicanas.
The Garden of Poets is a digital academic magazine that brings together original articles
and unpublished articles of Latin American poetry theory and criticism.
(https://www.latindex.org/latindex/ficha?folio=26609)

CTN Peer Mentor Troncoso Publishes New Book, Nobody’s Pilgrims
CTN peer mentor, Sergio’s Troncoso’s new novel, Nobody's Pilgrims is scheduled for publication in June. It is
an adventure about who belongs in the United States and how belonging to someone else is the most important
step on this journey.
"The castoffs and castaways of Nobody's Pilgrims hit the road in search of the American Dream, a long shot made
longer by the pack of human devils hot on their trail. In this superb novel, Sergio Troncoso gives us a fresh take
not only on the great American road trip, but on the American Dream itself in all its glorious and increasingly
fragile promise. The propulsive force of this novel, and the
destination it ultimately brings us to, left me wanting more, and
yet feeling completely satisfied. As only the best novels do."-Ben Fountain, PEN/Hemingway award-winning author of Brief
Encounters with Che Guevara

Troncoso’s literary archives will be at the Wittliff Collections
exhibit in San Marcos, located on the top floor of the Albert B.
Alkek Library at Texas State University.
The exhibit will include manuscript drafts for several of his
books, as well as vintage photographs, early writings, and
numerous publicity materials. Of special interest are issues of
the Pow Wow, the high school newspaper at Ysleta High School
that Troncoso edited and received statewide awards for his
writing.
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Student Resources
The following professional development opportunities highlight Ascender opportunities and information. I encourage
you to forward any information that would provide wonderful opportunities - stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Catch the Next

Student Opportunities
Date
1/28/2021

Activity
Scholarship

Activity Description
HACU Oracle Scholarships
https://www.hacu.net/NewsBot.asp?MODE=VIEW&ID=3278

1/28/2021

Student
Award

HACU Student Leader in Residence Award
https://www.hacu.net/NewsBot.asp?MODE=VIEW&ID=3261

1/28/2021

Internships

HACU Internships
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=126&ID=99781&NL=981&N=121412&SI=6
664772&URL=https://www.hacu.net/hacu/HNIP.asp

1/28/2021

Startup
Opportunity

Student Startup Opportunity
Applications for the Texas A&M New Ventures Competition is now open! TNVC is open
to all Texas-based companies. Participant companies must be technology or sciencefocused ventures in the pre-seed/seed, start-up or early growth stages. Apply now:
texasnvc.org

Federal Student Aid Enhances Two Online Tools
Federal Student Aid (FSA) has enhanced two online tools: the Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Help
Tool and the Loan Simulator. The redesigned PSLF Help Tool features a modernized interface and revised
format to help borrowers more easily determine their eligibility for the PSLF Program, including a new, single
PSLF Form combining the employment certification form and the forgiveness application. The new Loan
Simulator has a “Borrow More” feature that allows borrowers to determine how taking out additional federal
student loans — for continuing in their current programs of study or enrolling in a new one — will affect their
monthly payment amount. Throughout 2021, more features and tools will be introduced to improve customers’
understanding of and interactions with Title IV aid programs.
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Department of Education Releases Free FAFSA Form
The Department of Education has released the 2021-22 Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA®) form. Students and parents can easily complete the form via fafsa.gov on a desktop or mobile
device. This year, enhanced help topics provide even more guidance through the form, and, as a result of user
feedback, many financial help topics on fafsa.gov now feature images of the forms with relevant line numbers
visually highlighted to help applicants navigate the FAFSA form.
The Internal Revenue Service Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT) remains the fastest way for applicants to enter tax
return information accurately on the FAFSA form.
The Department provides other tools and resources designed to help students complete and submit the FAFSA
form and make informed choices. The Annual Student Loan Acknowledgment provides links to the College
Scorecard, where students can estimate their post-completion starting salary based on the school they plan to
attend and the program in which they will enroll. The Department’s Homeroom blog also contains posts with
helpful information, including:
•7
•8

Things You Need Before You Fill Out the 2021–22 FAFSA® Form
Steps to Filling Out the FAFSA® Form

Students Can Find Resources on Get Schooled Website
Get Schooled, a national non-profit organization dedicated to helping young people get to college, find first jobs,
and succeed in both, has several resources on their
website. There are articles, videos, and downloadable
resources to help students start strong and create a
solid foundation for the upcoming months. From
distance learning tips to learning how to ask for help,
these resources are created for students to help them
succeed in college.
https://getschooled.com/journey/future-focused-txcontent/creating-a-successful-first-semester/

Texas A&M Offers Summer Research Opportunity
The purpose of Texas A&M College of Medicine’s Summer Research Program is to give undergraduate students
from any institution who have an interest in pursuing a future career in biomedical research the opportunity to
work in a laboratory and perform a research project during the summer. The 10-week program consists of students
working closely with Texas A&M University College of Medicine faculty on research projects in basic or clinical
science disciplines. Selected participants are matched with a faculty mentor in their area of interest and will assist
with a research project gaining insight into the development and implementation of biomedical research.
The Summer Research Program application is located on the Texas A&M University Health Science
Center's BAMF system. Select applications then add Admissions - Summer Research Program 2021.
8

Undergraduate student applicants are required to submit official transcript(s) and two letters of recommendation
in addition to submitting the online application. The deadline for receipt of the application, transcript(s), and
letters of recommendation is Feb. 9, 2021.
It is the applicant's responsibility to have official transcript(s) and two recommendation letters (signed and on
letterhead) sent to the following email or address by Feb. 9, 2021.

Organization Offers Resources for Financial Literacy
Annuity.org believes when students learn financial literacy at an early age it helps them to make astute decisions
about their personal finances, smart financial behavior leads to financially secure lives. Now, more than ever, is
a great time for students to hone in on this skill while they are learning from home. Their site covers things like:
Budgeting -Filling out a FAFSA request for college; How Student Loans Work; and Financially planning for your
future and more. Please take a look at our student resource here: www.annuity.org/financial-literacy/stu+dents/

Professional Opportunities
_________________________________________________________________________________________
The following professional development opportunities highlight Ascender grant and funding opportunities, conference
opportunities, and information for theory, research and practice. I encourage you to forward any information that would
provide wonderful opportunities to our team or students by emailing me at stacy.ybarra@catchthenext.org.
Thank You,
Stacy Ybarra Evans
Catch the Next
Staff Opportunities
Date
1/28/2021

Activity
Award

Activity Description

1/28/2021

Article
Higher Ed

Pandemic Pedagogy
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/bridging-digital-equity-and-culturallyresponsive-education-inprek12/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EdCentral%20590&utm_content=EdCentral%20
590+CID_1e4d6aee097c12be97879938a7bd0573&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor%20New
sletters&utm_term=digital%20equity%20and%20culturally%20responsive%20education

1/28/2021

HACU Talk

HACU Talk with Dolores Huerta
https://www.hacu.net/NewsBot.asp?MODE=VIEW&ID=3284

1/28/2021

Presentations

Call for HACU Presentations
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=126&ID=99781&NL=981&N=121412&SI=6664772&U
RL=https://bit.ly/3poHW3C

Library of Congress Literacy Award for Institutions
Deadline March 2021
http://www.read.gov/literacyawards/apply.html
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Report Provides Best Practices for Financial Literacy
The U.S. Department of the Treasury released a report on behalf of the Financial Literacy and Education
Commission (FLEC). The report, Best Practices for Financial Literacy and Education at Institutions of Higher
Education, provides recommendations for higher education institutions to deliver effective financial literacy
education and resources to help students make informed decisions and avoid pitfalls associated with financing
education. Read more

Texas OnCourse Opens Academy to Higher Ed Advising Professionals
Texas OnCourse is opening its online academy to higher education advising professionals. This new offering is
part of their new role within the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. There are two new training
modules in the Academy designed specifically for higher education advisers:
and TASFA: Helping Students Get and Keep Financial Aid – refresh yourself on helping
students apply for, verify, and renew financial aid using the FAFSA or TASFA.
• Dollars and Sense: Supporting Student Financial Wellness – explore how students’ finances can
impact their success in college. This module also covers how to effectively refer students to financial
help on and off-campus.
• FAFSA

To access the modules, register for the Academy, then select Success in Higher Education on the left side.
Select College Finances and Beyond. Then select either FAFSA and TASFA or Dollars and Sense, and click
on Introduction to get started!

Opportunities for Fully Funded Masters and PhD Scholarships
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Catch the Next Program Partners

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Catch the Next Colleges
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South Texas College
Mid Valley Campus, Weslaco
Pecan Campus, McAllen
Starr Campus, Rio Grande City
Alamo Colleges, San Antonio
Palo Alto College
Northeast Lakeview College
San Antonio College
Austin Community College, Austin
Highland Campus
Riverside Campus
Hays Campus
South Campus
Northridge Campus
____________________________________________________________________
About Our Newsletter
A publication by Catch the Next Inc., for its Ascender Scholars
Submissions are welcomed. Please send all information to:
Dr. Maria Chavez, Editor in Chief or Debra McBeath, Editor.
Submissions: maria.chavez@catchthenext.org
debra.mcbeath@catchthenext.org
Contributors:; Stacy Ybarra, CTN; Erin Doran, CTN; and Alfredo Torres,
CTN.

“The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Greater Texas Foundation, or any director, officer or employee thereof.”

Support CTN by donating to our organization, bringing CTN to your campus or joining us for training. For
more information, go to https://www.catchthenext.org/
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